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Release of the “ Lola” and “ Cas- 
till 
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Treaty signed by King and Chiefs 
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Capture of a slaver off Gallinas bar. 


Boarding of American brigantine 


Capture of slavers | “ Flight, 7? bs6 Are 
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gale,” and “ Triton” 

ergs of dispute relative to 


“Lola” and “ Castilla.” ” Release 
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Capture of “ Diana”  ., 


Boarding of United States’ brigantine 
“ African” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH 


BRITISH COMMISSIONERS. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


No. 1. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—( Received January 12, 1861.) 


(No. 43. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 21, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch, 
General, No. 32 of the 15th ultimo, authorizing me to charge in the quarterly 
account of contingent expenses of Her Majesty’s Commissioners, the sum of 51. 
on account of the expense incurred in removing the Judge’s Bench to the office 
now occupied by the Courts of Mixed Commission. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 2. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 44 (General), December 21, 1860. 


[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 3. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 45 (General), December 21, 1860. 
{Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





[50] Crass A. B 


2 ie SIERRA LEONE. 3 es ps 


No. re { 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Pal — (Reed ema 12 , 1861. ) 


ag 3. Uruguay.) 
Lord, Sierra Leone, December 12, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship, the account sales 


of the Uruguayan barque “ Constancia,” which was con in the British and 
Ure Mixed het of Justice on the 29th of October last. 
he nett proceeds of the sale of this vessel, amounting to the sum of 


1,1652, 148. 3d. have been paid into the Treasury chest of this Co ony ; and a receipt 
for the above amount fron the Benior officer accompanies ag inclosed accounts. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 5. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J, Russell.—(Received February 12, 1861.) 


(No. 49.. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no payments have been 
made by the Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated African Department in 
this Colony on account of captured slaves, during the ig ri go this day. 

I 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 6. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 12, 1861.) 


{iy Lor me, General.) 
Sierra Leone, December 31, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that no case has come before 
the British and Netherlands, British and Spanish, British and Argentine, British 
and Bolivian, British and Chilian, British and Equatorial Mixed Courts of Justice, 
established in this Colony fon the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves, during the 
half-year ending this day. * 

‘ I have, &e. 
j (Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 7. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 12, 1861.) 


Ce. 51. General.) 

y Lord, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1860. _ . 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have been 

apaneipaed , and consequently that none have been registered, by, the Courts of 

Mixed Commission: at this station, during the half- “year sg ya this day. 


ave, &e. 
Pw igned) — @. SKELTON. 





1 


No. 8. 
“Her Majeity'¢ Digs to Lard 3. Russéll, No. 1 om 16, 1861, 
-_ [Acknowleiging receipt of Slave Trade infor pecasen 


ett Mee +) meee doe hig a-yeser + 





Inclosure in No. 9. 


Rerurn of Vessels Captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and Adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, from July 1 to December 31, 1860. 





Name of Vessel. Flag. 


Date of Sentence. 





Date of Seizure. 








“Torch” 





49448. 14°21/W. 





Clara Windsor __...| None | Don Antonio ...| 





stores ° 






Sierra Leone, January 17, 1861. 






Barqne, staves, and | SholtosDouglas, H. M.S. oe 
« Espoir” 





captured. 
| Number died be- 
fore adjudication. 
| Total Number 
emancipated. 


| Number of Slaves 












677 


























Under rule 2 of 
17 & 18 Vict., 
©. 104, 8. 22, 
ww | 198,45 tons 





Forfeiture 
cap. 73 








oo 8 & 9 Vict., 
c. 89, 8. 19. 
196,38, tons 


2&3 Vict., 
cap. 73 


Forfeiture ...| 
























Vessel broken up; materials and | Vesseleq: for Slave 

effects sold at public auction; net} Trade either 

seceneds paid into the military 
it 










THOMAS MARSTON, Registrar. 


“aNOUT VAUTIS 
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No. 10. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 5 (Uruguay), January 31, 1861. 
[Vessels adjudicated in Uruguayan Court.] 





No. 11. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 7 (Spain), January 24, 1861. 
[Arrival of M. Emperanza.] 





No. 12. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge, No. 2, February 23, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.]} 





No. 13. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 5, February 18, 1861. 
(Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 
incall aa emai ies castamsieanati 
No. 14. _ 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge, No. 4, Murch 23, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





No. 15. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 7, March 21, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 


No. 16. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 7, March 21, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





, 


No. 17. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge, No. 5, April 23, 1861. 
, [Slave Trade information.] 





No. 18. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge. 
(No. 6.) ' ; 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 23, 1861. _ 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a report from Mr. Rothery, the 
Legal Adviser of Her Majesty’s Treasury on Slave Trade matters, calling attention 
to certain charges in connection with the condemnation and sale of the Uruguayan 
barque “Constancia” at Sierra Leone; and I have to instruct you to pel to me 
the system upon which the charges are regulated by the British Mixed Commission 
Court at Sierra Leone on vessels condemned in that Court, and to furnish me with 
categorical answers to the several questions contained in the concluding paragraph 
of Mr. Rothery’s Report. 


J am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





6 SIERRA LEONE. — ag 
Inclosure 1 in No, 18. 
The Solicitor to the Lords Comntnionma sites Treasury. 


May eee your Lordships, : 

IN obedience to your neg al commands I have"perused and considered the documents herewith returned, 
consisting of a letter from James Murray, Esq., the Assistant Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dated 
the 19th of February last, transmitting copy of a despatch from Mr. Skelton, Her Majesty's Judge in the Mixed 
Commission Courts established at Sierra ons for. the suppreasion. of the Slave le, with a Return showin 
the moiety due to the Uruguayan Government of the p' of the sale of the Uruguayan barque “ Constancia, 
the only vessel condemned in the British and Uruguayan Mixed Commission Court established at Sierra Leone 
during the year 1860. 

I crave your Lordships’ reference to my Report-of the 8th instant, relative to the account sales of this vessel, 
from which it will be seen that the net proceeds realised from the sale of the Uruguayan barque, after payment of 
all expenses, amounted to 1,165/. 14s. 3d. This amount is, by Article VI of Annex B to the Treaty of the 
18th day of July, 1839, divisible in moieties between the two Governments, so that the sum due to the Uruguayan 
Government on this account is 5820. 17s. 14d. : 

In addition, however, to this amount, there is the moiety of a vessel called the “ Zzabel,” which was condemned 
so long since as the 24th of July, 1851, and of which the moiety of the proceeds does not appear to have ever 
been paid to the Uruguayan Government. The accounts in that case were eesvil to your Lordships in a letter 
from the Foreign Office, bearing date the 25th of November, 1851, and showed the net proceeds to be 3411. 17s. 1d. 
That amount was remitted to this country through the Commissariat Office, and was, in pursuance of Mr. Rothery’s 
Report of the 18th of November, 1851, and in accordance with the usual practice, at that time paid to the account 
of the then Registrar of the High Court of Admiralty of England, a fact which is confirmed by a reference to the 
books of the Admiralty Registry. It further appears from those books that one moiety of the proceeds, being the 
share belonging to Her Majesty, was paid, on the 24th of July, 1852, to the agents for the captors; the other 
moiety remained deposited in the Admiralty Registry, and formed part of Mr. Swabey’s deficiencies when that 
gentleman ceased to hold the office of Registrar. The fact, however, of the misappropriation of this amount by a 
public officer is a matter with which the Uruguayan Government cannot have anything to do; the English 
Government received the proceeds, and is bound to account to the Uruguayan Government for a moiety thereof. 
It will, therefore, be proper in a settlement of accounts with that Government, that it should be credited with one 
moiety of the proceeds in this case, amounting to the sum of 1701. 18s. 64d. 

As tothe fund out of which these should be defrayed, I would beg to observe that the proceeds of the 
“‘ Constancia” having been remitted to this country through the Commissariat chest, the moiety of the proceeds 
of this prize should be paid out of the Treasury chest. But the moiety of the proceeds of the “ Zzabel” having 
formed part of Mr. Swabey’s deficiencies, should be paid out of the sum voted to meet those deficiencies. The 
sum voted for that purpose was, I believe, 25,0001, of which, however, only 23,4112. 10s. 8d. has as yet been 
applied for ; so that there would still be sufficient to pay this claim, unless, indeed, the balance has been paid over 
to the Exchequer, in which case there must, I apprehend, be a special vote for the amount. 

Annexed is a statement, showing the proceeds of the prizes condemned in the British and Uruguayan Mixed 
Commission Court, and the moiety belonging to the Uruguayan Government, and which amounts to the sum of 
753/. 15s. 8d.; and as it appears from Mr. Rothery’s Report of the Ist of August, 1846, that the whole of the 
contingent expenses of the Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone are divisible in certain proportions between 
this country, Spain, and the Netherlands, and that part thereof is chargeable to the Government of Uruguay, there 
will not be any deductions on this account from the amount to be paid to the Uruguayan Government. 

And should your Lordships approve of these suggestions it will be proper that a copy of this Report, and of 
the annex thereto, should be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs for his sanction 
and approval, and for the bl gr of the account being forwarded, if found correct, to the Uruguayan Government, 
with an intimation that Her Majesty's Government will be prepared to pay the sum of 753/. 15s. 8d. to any 
person who may be deputed by the Uruguayan Government to receive the same. 

All which is most humbly submitted to your Lordships’ wisdom. 


Doctors’ Commons, April 10, 1861. 
(Signed) H. C. ROTHERY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 


Account showing the Net Proceeds of Prizes condemned in the British and Uruguayan Mized Commission 
Court at Sierra Leone, up to December 31, 1860. s 
£ 3s. d. 
Net proceeds of the Uruguayan schooner “ Izabel,” captured by Her Majesty's 
sloop ‘‘ Penguin,” Thomas Etheridge, Esq., Commander, and condemned 
July 24,1851 . ee es ve os os - 84117 1 
Net proceeds of the Uruguayan barque ‘“ Constancia,” captured by Her 
5 pe steam-sloop “ Alecto,” Henry James Raby, Esq., Commander, 
an 


condemned October 29, 1860 . ae oe ee -- 1,165 14 3 
1,507 11 4 
Moiety thereof due to the Uruguayan Government .. . 753815 8 


(Signed) H. C. ROTHERY. 
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No. 19. 
(No. 12 Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received May 11.) 

o. 12.) ; 

My Lord, | Se BE, Sierra Leone, April 1, 1861. 

. | HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no payments have been 
made by the Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated African Department in 
this < pEys on account of captured slaves, during the quarter ending the 31st of 

t. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 20. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 13, April 20, 1861. 
(Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 21. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge, No. 7, May 23, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





No, 22. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 15, May 17, 186). 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 23. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord J. Russell.— (Received June 12.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, May 20, 1861. 

[I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 6 of the 23rd ultimo, in which is inclosed a copy of a Report from Mr. Rothery, 
the Legal Adviser to Her Majesty’s Treasury on Slave Trade matters, requiring 
explanation of certain charges in connection with the condemnation and sale of the 
Uruguayan barque “ Constancia ;” and in which despatch your Lordship instructs 
me to report to you the system upon which the charges are regulated by the Courts 
of Mixed Commission in this Colony on vessels condemned by those Courts, and to 
furnish your Lordship, with categorical answers to the several questions put by 
Mr. Rothery. — 

With regard to the system upon which the expenses on condemned vessels are 
regulated, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a 
Table extracted.from the Regulations of the Mixed Courts for the guidance of the 
Marshal, showing the fees to which that officer is entitled for the various duties 
devolving upon him in the adjudication of a case. Besides the fees payable to the 
Marshal after the condemnation of a vessel, there is a fixed fee of two guineas for 
the appraising of the cargo, and there are also other wapneees attending the landin 
of the cargo, and storing it on shore, previous to the sale, the amount of whic 
necessarily depends in each case on the price at which the requisite accommodation 
and labour can be procured in the market at the time being. 

I will now proceed, in obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, to give . 
categorical answers to the questions contained in the concluding paragraph of 
Mr. Rothery’s Report. I am first called upon to state the precise services fur 
which a charge of 34 per cent. commission on the amount of sales is made, and to 
explain why, in the different cases referred to by Mr. Rothery, this charge has 
varied from 3 to 5 per cent. 

Up to the year 1845 an officer formed part of the permanent establishment of 
the Mixed Courts, who was called the Commissioner of Appraisement and Sale, and 
whose duty it was to appraise, or cause to be appraised, the cargo, equipment, &c., 


i nit 
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of a condemned vessel, and to sell the same, as well as the materials of the hull, by 
public auction. Until 1841, that officer was paid by a commission of 5 per cent. on 
the gross amount of sales. 

In 1841, Her Majesty’s Commissioners were instructed by Viscount Palmerston 
to offer the appointment of Commissioner of Appraisement and Sale, or Auctioneer, 
annually to public competition, the person tendering to perform the duties of the 
office at the lowest scale of remuneration to hold the office for the term of one year. 
The Commissioners acted in accordance with those instructions, and on the 20th of 
October, 1841,* they reported that the lowest tender received was at the rate of a 
commission of 5 per cent. on the proceeds of the sales, and that they had accord- 
ingly appointed the person who had tendered on those terms. In 1842, the office in 
question was again offered to public competition, when the lowest tender received 
was at the rate of 4 per cent. commission, and the person tendering was appointed 
on those terms.f In 1843, the lowest tender received was at the rate of 5 per cent. 
commission, which was accordingly accepted.{ In 1844, the office was undertaken 
at the rate of 3} per cent. commission; the person who accepted the appointment 
on these terms resigned his situation before the expiration of the term of his 
contract ;§ and on tenders for the office being again invited, it was undertaken at 
the rate of 3 per cent. commission, the lowest tender ever received. I must here 
mention to your Lordship that during the temporary vacancy of the office to which 
I have just referred, the Marshal of the Courts was employed to act as auctioneer 
in the case of the Brazilian brig ‘‘ Imperador Don Pedro,” condemned on the 14th 
of December, 1844, and that he undertook the duty at the rate of 3} per cent. 
commission. 

After 1845, the office of Commissioner of Appraisement and Sale to the Mixed 
Courts was discontinued—I apprehend, in consequence of the expiration of the 
Treaty with Brazil, and the consequent diminution of the business in those Courts. 

It appears, therefore, from the foregoing statement, that the reason why the 
commission charged on the sales in the first two cases referred to by Mr. Rothery, 
namely, the “ Venganza” and “ Marianna,” condemned on the 27th of May and 
the 10th of June, 1845, respectively, was 3 per cent., is, that for the year 1845 the 
office of Auctioneer was undertaken at that rate of commission. 

With regard to the Spanish schooner “ Aérevida,”’ condemned on the 8th of 
December, 1847, and the Uruguayan schooner “ Izabel,” condemned on the 24th of 
July, 1851, which cases are also alluded to by Mr. Rothery, and in which the 
commission charged on the sales was 5 per cent., I find, on reference to the records 
of those cases, that in both instances a professed auctioneer was employed, and he 
appears to have charged the same commission that is always charged by persons 
of his profession in this Colony, viz., 5 per cent, It certainly does appear, as far as 
I can judge, that the Marshal of the Courts might have been employed as auctioneer 
in those cases, as he had previously been, at a lower rate; but why the Commis- 
sioners for the time being did not think fit to adopt that course, I am unable to 
explain. 

. In the case of the Spanish barque “Conchita,” condemned on the 7th of 
November, 1857, the Marshal undertook to perform the duties of auctioneer at the 
same rate of remuneration which he had received when previously employed in that 
capacity in the case of the ‘‘ Imperador Don Pedro,” to which I have already 
irre namely, at a commission of 3} per cent., and he was accordingly employed 
on those terms. The same rule was followed in the case of the Uruguayan barque 
“ Constancia.”” Your Lordship will perceive that, taking into account the various 
rates of commission at which the duty in question has been performed at different 
times, 34 per cent. is less than the amount of an average rate struck on the whole. 

Mr. Rothery remarks that in the accounts in the case of the “ Constancia,” it 
is not stated to whom or for what services the amount of the commission at 34 per 
cent. has been paid, but that he presumes it to have been the auctioneer’s charge 
for selling the materials of the ship and cargo. On this I would beg leave to 
observe that the charge of commission on the gross amount of sales appears in the 
general account of the Commissioner of Appraisement and Sale in the case of the 
 Constancia,” in precisely the same form in which the same charge has hitherto 
appeared in the case of every vessel which has been condemned by the Mixed 
Courts in this Colony since their first establishment. 


* Sierra Leone Commissioners, No. 93, October 20, 1841. + Ibid., No. 23, April 2, 1842. 
{ Ibid., No. 13, March 31, 1843. § Ibid., No. 18, April 2, 1844. 
| Ibid., No. 86, December 28, 1844. 
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Mr. Rothery’s second question refers to the charge of 3s. a-ton, which appears 
in the case of the “ Conchita” and the “‘ Constancia,” for breaking up and demolish- 
ing the hulls of those vessels; and I am desired to explain why the charge for that 
service is higher now than formerly, and also why it is so much higher in the 
Courts of Mixed Commission than in the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colony. 

On this point I beg leave to lay before your Lordship the following explana- 
tion :— 

According to the system of breaking up condemned slavers which was formerly 
in force, and under which the scale of fees adverted to by Mr. Rothery was esta- 
blished, viz., 3s. a ton for the first 40 tons, and 1s. 6d. for every ton over, the hull of 
the vessel was merely sawn into four parts, and then sold ; fut on the 26th July, 
1854, in pursuance of the instructions contained in the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch 
No. 1 of the 31st May previous,* a new order was issued by Governor Kennedy, at 
that time Her Majesty’s Acting Judge, for the more effectual demolition of the halls 
of condemned slavers, in lieu of the regulations on that subject formerly existing, 
by which it is directed that the hulls of all vessels condemned by the Mixed Courts 
“be entirely and effectually broken up in several parts or pieces, so as to prevent 
all possibility of the reconstruction thereof; and in particular, that each of the 
ribs and timbers of such vessels be sawn or cut across into two or more separate 

ieces.”” 
: Your Lordship will thus perceive that according to the system now in force 
the labour, and consequently the expense, necessary for the breaking up of a 
slaver’s hull are much greater now than formerly, and that the larger the tonnage 
of a vessel the greater in proportion will be the labour and expense entailed by her 
total demolition. 

In the case of the “ Conchita,” the Marshal applied to the Court to be allowed 
3s. a ton for the demolition of the hull of that vessel, which was at that time the fee 
fixed for that service by the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colony ; and on that 
ground, and in consideration of the increased expense rendered necessary by the 
new regulation, the Court, which was composed of myself, as Judge, and of Governor 
Hill, as Arbitrator, in the absence of a Spanish Commissioner, acceded to the 
Marshal’s request. I have the honour to inclose an extract from the Marshal’s 
application, together with an extract of the reply returned thereto by the Registrar, 
by order of the Court. 

I have ascertained that the fee for the service in question has since been 
reduced in the Vice-Admiralty Court to 2s. a ton, but that the hulls of slavers 
condemned by that Court are not totally demolished, as they are in the Mixed 
Commission Courts, but are merely cut into four pieces, according to the old 


method. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 23. 


Table of Marshal's Fees. 


th 
> 
y 


Proceeding on board a prize-vessel on her arrival in harbour, and reporting parti- 
culars to Registry when slaves are on hoard... +e ws a 
Ditto, having no slaves . is Pe ae a 
Each copy of said Report sent to the Judges oe . 
Serving and returning monition ai 2% » oe 
Landing slaves and delivering them to the Liberated African Department 
Landing slaves at Kissy Hospital, in addition to preceding fee . ie ss 
Return of, and receipt for, slaves, delivered to the Liberated African Department . 
Citing parties to attend Court oe ; 
Attending Court, per day a “s oe 
Taking charge of prize-vessels whilst afloat, per day . 
Ditto on being beached for breaking up, per day... ei as ae 
Apprehending and taking charge of Spanish crews of condemned vessels, each person 
Breaking up and demolishing slave-vessels, per ton, of British measurement 
For special service in attending on and assisting surveyors during survey, when 
necessary, per diem oe ane os is oe ie 


So cCwoSCCOCOHH CoH 
oo 
cocotococcoce 


3 
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Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Judge, No. 9, June 22, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





No. 25. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell, No. 18, June 18, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 26, 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Judge, No. 10, July 23, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.]} 





No. 27. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Lord Wodehouse.—{Received August 12.) 
Saha 23. General.) 
y Lo Sierra Leone, July 1, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordshi darts no payments have been 
made by the Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated A aaa Department in 
this Colony, on account of captured slaves, during the stig ending the 30th of 


June last. 


e, &e. 
(Signsd) *G. SKELTON. 





No. 28. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord a August 12) 





igi ae | ul 
Be Mt era aa 
: 1, 1861. 
Bers Leon, J ve been 








No: 90. 
Her Méejetys Judge to Lord J. Ruel, No. 96, July 2, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.) 





No, 31, . 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Judge, No. 11, August 21, 1861. 
(Slave Trade information.] 





No. 32. | 


Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 10.) 


(No. 27. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, August 10, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a Return of the 
vessels ¢ ae on an of being engaged in the Slave Trade, which have 
been adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colony during the half-year 
ending on the 30th June last, under he Acts 5th Geo. IV, cap. 113, and 2nd and 


3rd Vict., cap. 73. 
have, &c, 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


Inclosure in No. 32. 


Rerury of Vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in Slave Trade, and adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, from January 1 to June 30, 1861. 


Sierra Leone, July 1, 1861. 


4944/8 14°21 W. 


In_4 narrow creek, 


In the River Bra- 
miah 


3°56’8. 14°31’ W.) 


Inside the bar of the 
Gallinas river 


captured. 
fore adjudication. 


Date of Sentence. 
Number of Slaves 
Number died be- 


Sholto Douglas, Esq., Com- 
mander of Her Majesty's 
ship “ Espoir” 


Barque, slaves and 
stores 


Thomas Pike, 
bour-master 


Cae canoe and Il Esq., Har- 


slaves 





F. H. Smith, Esq., Com- 
mander of Her Majesty's 
ship “ Torch” 


‘Schooner and stores 


| A. C. F. Heneage, Esq., 
Commander of Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship ‘‘ Palcon” 


Topsail-schooner 
and stores 


F. H. Smith, Esq., Com- 
mander of Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Torch” 





Total Number 
emaneipated. 


Forfeiture 


or 
Restitution, 


Under rule 2 of 
17 & 18 Vict., 
c. 104, 8. 22, 
2183, tons 


Under rule 2 of 
17 & 18 Vict., 
c. 104, 8. 22, 
Sips tons 


Whether the property 
condemned bac been sold 
or converted, and whether 
any part remains unsold, 
and in whose hands the 
proceeds remain. 


and effects 


Vessel Sreken wp s materials 
at public 
auction; net proceeds 
into the Military Chest. 


.| Vessel broken up; materials 


and effects sold at public 
suction; net 
into the Military Chest. 


.| Vessel broken up; materials 


(Signed) 


and effects sold at le 
auction ; net paid 
into the Military Chest, 
July 25, 1861. 





THOMAS MARSTON, Registrar. 
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No. 33. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Lord J, Russell, No. 29, August 19, 1861. . 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 34. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge, No. 12, September 23, 1861. 
(Slave Trade information.] 
ee ee a 
No. 35. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell, No. 31, September 19, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 36. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge, No. 13, October 22, 1861. 


[Slave Trade information.]} 





No. 37. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Mr. Layard.—(Received November 11.) 
(No. 35.) 
Sir, Sierra Leone, September 30, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no payments have been made by the 
Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated African Department in this Colony, 
on account of captured slaves, during the quarter ending this day. : 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
No. 38. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell.—( Received November 11.) 
(No. 36.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, September 30, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship my Report tor the year ending 
on this day, together with such information respecting the Slave Trade on the West 
Coast of Africa as I have been able to procure. 

During the above period one case has been adjudicated by the British and 
Foreign Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony, that of the Uruguayan 
barque “ Constancia,” which vessel was condemned by the British and Uruguayan 
Court on the 29th November, 1860, on the ground of being at the time of her 
capture equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The total number of cases adjudicated by the Mixed Courts up to the present 
date amounts to 533, and the number of slaves emancipated and registered by 
these Courts remains the same as at the date of my last Annual Report, namely, 
56,935. 

During the year seven vessels have been condemned in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court of this Colony under the Act of 2 and 3 Vict., cap. 73: of these vessels five 
were fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and the other two had slaves on board 
amounting to the united number of 1,215, of whom 130 died before adjudication, 
and the remainder, 1,085 in number, have been emancipated and registered. 

Besides the above cases one native canoe only, with 11 slaves on board, 
captured in British waters in the Sierra Leone river, has been condemned in the 
Vice-Admiralty Court ; these 11 slaves make up the entire number of slaves emanci- 
pated during the year to 1,096. . 

Of the seven vessels referred to, three, including those with slaves on board, 
were captured to the south of the line ; of the other four, two were captured in the 


14 SIERRA LEONE. 


Gallinas and its neighbourhood, one in the River Pongas, and one in the Bramiah, 
one of the branches of that river, all were condemned as being without papers or 
colours, though I have reason to believe that one of them had when taken Spanish 
colours flying, as well as Spanish papers, in which case she should properly have 
been brought before the British-and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice. 

It appears clear, from the fact of two slavers having been captured in the 
Pongas and its neighbourhood, that the Slave Trade still exists in that river, 
though I have not heard of any vessel having got away with a cargo of slaves. It 
is, however, very difficult to obtain any reliable information respecting the state of 
things in the Pongas. 

With respect to the Gallinas, I am not in possession of any information beyond 
what I have already reported respecting the capture of two slavers, one in the river, 
and the other in its vicinity. 

With regard to the Slave Trade in the Bights, I have heard that subsequent to 
the taking of Porto Novo the King of Dahomey had collected 1,000 slaves at 
Whydah: that part of the station has, however, been vigilantly watched by our 
cruizers, and with the exception of a vessel which sanvet with a cargo of slaves 
from the neighbourhood of Whydah in April last, I have not heard of any slaves 
having been carried away from the Bights of Benin and Biafra. 

On the South Coast the Slave Trade has continued to be actively carried on, 
especially since the withdrawal from the station of the United States’ squadron, 
which had for some time previously been acting energetically for its suppression, 
and had in the early part of this year captured three American vessels, one with 
900 slaves on board, and the other two on the ground of equipment. 

With regard to the number of slaves supposed to have been carried away from 
the South Coast, I am not in possession of any information. I have received 
authentic ee only of five vessels having escaped with cargoes of slaves 
from Loango and the Congo during the first six months of this year; but I have been 
informed by Commodore Edmonstone that he believes that others, of whom we have 
no information, have eluded the vigilance of our cruizers, and have escaped with 
slaves from that neighbourhood. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


No. 39. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell, No. 37, October 18, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 40. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell, October 18, 1861. 
[Starts for Madeira, October 21.] 





No. 41. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge, No. 14, November 23, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 42. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received December 12.) 
No. 38. 
My tel Sierra Leone, October 23, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that G. Skelton, Esq., having 
left this Colony on the 2Ist instant, on a visit to Madeira for the benefit of his 
health, the office of Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to the Mixed Courts has devolved 
upon me as*the Governor of this Colony, in accordance with the Treaties for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade. 
‘ I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 
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No. 43. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell, No. 40, November 14, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information. ] 





No, 44. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Judge, No. 15, December 23, 1861). 
(Slave Trade information.) 


HAVANA. 


No. 45. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 31, 1861.) 


(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 31, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that no emancipated 
negroes have been sent from this to Jamaica aks the year ended this day. 





ave, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
No. 46. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 31.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Havana, January 1, 1861. 


IN obedience to the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such Returns to be 
made on the Ist of January and the Jst of July in each year, | have the honour to 
report that there was no case brought for adjudication before the Mixed Court of 
Justice at this place during the last six months. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 47. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 11.) 


(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Havana, February 5, 1861. 

IT is again my disagreeable duty to state to your Lordship that the Slave 
Trade continues to be carried on from this island upon the most extensive scale, 
and that so far from its having become odious in the opinion of the public, there are 
more persons, even of capital and influence, engaged in it than ever. 

Her Majesty’s Government have all along been made aware of the demoralising 
effects of this most abominable traffic, and that there were always to be found 
amongst the Spanish officials some who were so base as to sell their honour for a 
consideration. Many have been the victims of this venality, who have been 
dismissed from their commands, but in no one instance have we seen that the 
officers who have so disgraced themselves, and the Royal service to which they 
belong, have been otherwise punished or degraded ; and thus it is, that having held 
an office or appointment long enough to enrich themselves by the bribes they have 
received, they are displaced, retain the money so acquired, and are suffered to retire 
on their fortunes. 

This state of things, which began soon after the ratification of the Treaty with 
Spain for the abolition of the Slave Trade, has gone on and continues, and it is now 
most thoroughly systematised (by a tariff in some instances, the charge being paid 
to an agent), and the blood-money is divided according to a scale, the higher and 
Jower officials receiving each their proportions. 

To such a state of corruption and degradation has this infernal traffic reduced 


HAVANA. 17 


the people of this island and the Spanish officers, whose dereliction of duty has so 
dishonoured them, that several of the wealthy proprietors have lent their estates 
| for hire, whereon new landed negroes have been afforded the protection accorded to 
the slave-trader by the Penal Law of 1845 (Article 9), and neither they, nor the Spanish 
officers who connived at the landing of the slaves so evading capture by being 
sheltered by the proprietors, are at all objects of detestation in the society of this 
slave-trading community, where the most notorious of those whose riches have 
been acquired in the African Slave Trade are loaded with the honours and decora- 
tions of Spain. Some of them have even been ennobled on the recommendation of 
certain Captains-General, who could not have been ignorant of their slave-trading 
successes, and such recommendations Her Catholic Majesty could not have imagined 
would by possibility have been given in favour of men whose characters were so inti- 
mately known to Her Majesty’s Representatives as that common report mixed up 
those high officers with the slaving adventures of the now titled traders, in so far as 
connivance at the introduction of them into this island for a valuable consideration. 

At the date of the Treaty with Spain for suppression of the Slave Trade, the 
mortality of that unfortunate race was estimated variously at from 74 to 10 per 
cent. perannum. That Treaty, and our efforts to check the Traffic, had the effect 
of raising the price, and consequently it produced better treatment of the slaves, 
and a diminution of the average mortality to about 5 per cent. 

Upwards of twenty-five years have elapsed; and it will be evident to your 
Lordship that had there not been a continuous and enormous importation of 
Africans, slavery would, at this date, have been almost extinct in Cuba, instead of 
there being really more slaves now in this island than there were in 1835. 

General Concha, notwithstanding the immense number of slaves which were 
imported during the long period of his second appointment here, assured his 
Government that slave-trading was almost put an end to; whereas, in reality, the 
Traffic during that period of his Excellency’s administration was carried on with 
much more vigour and success than it had been in the time of Genera] Roncali. I 
regret to say that it is fully as extensively prosecuted now, under the government 
of General Serrano. 

The vessels employed in carrying on the Slave Trade have mostly been American- 
built, ships well known for their sailing qualities being of course preferred, and 
these were sought after and purchased here and elsewhere, their fittings and Spanish 
crews were put on board here and at the outports, or neighbouring cays, whence 
they proceeded on their voyage to Africa; but since the year 1858, when there was 
such outcry about our cruizers in these waters boarding American ships, the 
Traffic has been almost exclusively carried on by vessels under that flag, which fit 
out and sail from the United States, and such has been the effect of the impunity 
enjoyed by the slave-traders, that the American masters and crews no longer 
hesitate to continue on board, and have brought all their energies and cunning into 
operation to avoid their own Government cruizers, as well on the coast of Africa as 
in the waters of Cuba, from the last mentioned of which, all Her Majesty’s vessels 
of war have been withdrawn for the last two years. 

The number of Spanish ships has consequently become small that are engaged 
in the Traffic. 

Under the flags of other nations there are slavers now and then, such nationality 
being assumed for the purpose of evading Her Majesty’s and the United States’ 
cruizers. 

Lately some adventurers have proceeded to the Slave coast under the flag of 
France, and the ship “ Don Juan,” that left this port 11th of August last, has just 
succeeded in landing her cargo of 607 slaves. ‘The master, Gallet (a member of the 
Legion of Honour), and the crew, after destroying the ship, landed at: Cardenas, were 
from thence sent on prisoners to this place, and, without any investigation, they 
were placed at the disposition of the French Consul-General; their story, that the 
ship had sprung a leak and that they had been obliged to abandon her at sea on 
her voyage to China was, it seems, believed by the authorities. 

The difficulty the slavers have to contend with is, their capture on the Coast of 
Africa. There is, T believe, no instance of a slaver escaping with her cargo from 
thence, being unable to effect a landing here; some few, it is true, have been fallen 
in with and captured by Spanish ships of war, but with these exceptions they have 
always been able to bribe the local authorities ; and although the head or blood- 
money which it costs them to land their slaves is an enormous tax, the price 
ees of Bozals has been such, for some time past, as is highly iis aca 
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Lucumis have averaged 1,200 dollars each at the place of landing, so there is 
a large margin for the adventurer wherewith to meet the expenses, which I thus 
estimate :-— 


Dollars. 
Cost of vessel and provisions .. i . oe we +. 25,000 
Cost of 500 negroes at 50 dollars iat + ae es sa +. 25,000 
10 per cent. mortality .. i os ee . oe a 2,500 
Wages and gratifications to master and crew cn we ae oe 30,000 
Blood-money for landing 450 slaves, at 120 dollars each ee o% es 54,000 
136,500 
1 year's interest till paid, at 10 per cent. per annum via Pr +» 18,650 
150,150 
Sale of 450 slaves at 1,200 dollars each oe se se -. 540,000 
Profit on the adventure .. ae we .. 889,850 


But the actual outlay in case a slaver is captured empty, but fully equipped, is 
only the cost of the ship, provisions, and interest thereon, say, 27,500 dollars, 
because the wages and gratifications are contingent, payable only if the adventure 
is successful; the loss by capture with the negroes on board would amount to 55,000 
dollars, and no more. Consequently it will be evident to your Lordship that the 
safety of one adventure amply repays the slave-trader for the loss of ten of his 
vessels if taken without slaves on board, or for five which may be captured after 
shipment of the negroes at the coast: facts which sufficiently account for the 
increase and continuance of this detestable Traffic. 

It is clear, at least we have had the experience of more than twenty-five years, 
that no efforts have been made by Spain to put an end to the Slave Trade; we need 
never expect the fulfilment of the Treaty of 1835 by a people who consider the 
obligations therein come under, as detrimental to the interests of this island, which 
has, since the suppression of the Traffic with Brazil, become almost the only market 
for the slaves brought from the East and West Coasts of Africa. I most decidedly 
beg leave to state this as my opinion to your Lordship, after the ea perience and 
observation of nearly nineteen years’ service here. There is no intention on the part 
of the Spanish Government, or its officers, to carry out the provisions of the Treaty. 
There is no faith or belief to be attached to their promises or professions in that 
respect; on the contrary, their whole study is, how to evade their performance. 
The Penal Law of 1845 seems to have been compiled to protect the slave-traders ; 
we have seen that it does so very effectually, and that there always have been the 
means devisable to screen from punishment every one implicated directly, or 
conniving at the importation of slaves, which is prohibited by the Treaty. 

I have shown your Lordship the temptations there are for launching into the 
African Slave Trade; that the slaver can suffer ten captures of ships equipped, or 
five of ships with the negroes on board, for one successful adventure. I have shown 
how that one successful adventure enriches the corrupted Spanish officers and autho- 
rities, high and low, consequently demonstrating the interest they feel in its 
continuance; and that the Island of Cuba is now the only market for slaves in the 
Western World. 

We have therefore now to abandon our efforts of persuasion with Spain to put 
an end to the Traffic, if our past experience is sufficient to prove to Her Majesty’s 
Government the total want of any real intention on the part of that of Her Catholic 
Majesty to fulfil the engagements of the Treaty, and proceed to the immediate 
adoption of the most energetic measures to compel its observance, or submit to the 
machinations of these people, who have hitherto succeeded in rendering that Treaty 
a dead letter. 

It has been argued, as an excuse for the representatives of the Spanish Govern- 
ment here in Cuba, that such is the necessity for labour, and the consequent odium 
of the inhabitants of any stringent measures which might be adopted for prevention 
of the Slave Trade, such as the seizure of newly-imported negroes and the punish- 
inent of the traders, that, were they to be put in force, they would give rise to 
disaffection, and might endanger the safety of the island. 

I am quite satisfied that this is not only a groundless apprehension, but it is 
an invention connected with the dread of the carrying out of any measures for 
suppression of the Traffic, putting an end to the sources of enormous gains result- 
ing from the bribery and corruption which at present exists. 

The Government of Spain, if resolved to put an end to the Slave Trade, and 
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fulfil their obligations to Great Britain under the Treaty for its suppression, has 
the means here at command; they can do it whenever they please, and it would not 
affect their dominion of the island, nor endanger its safety as a dependency of Her 
Catholic Majesty. 

Nor is it a wise poy which is practised by Spain in conniving at the intro- 
duction of slaves, and the continued infractions of the Law and the Treaty for the 
suppression of that unholy Traffic. On the contrary, I think that the calculations 
which I am about to adduce will prove to your Lordship’s satisfaction that it must 
be productive of the most ruinous consequences, and that the Cubans cannot 
compete, in the growth and manufacture of sugar, with the free labour of the 
British Islands. 

‘The present cost price of the Bozal negro is 1,200 dollars. This is the basis 
of the following note of the annual cost of a slave so paid for, viz. :— 


Dollars. 
Interest at 15 per cent. .. ee oe oe ee we oe 180 
Mortality, 25 per cent. .. = *. + = é 300 
1} year’s instruction divided over 20 years, estimated duration of life, 7} per cent. of 
cost on ae a o* es a wy ee 90 
Food, clothing, and medical attendance, at 10 dollars a month .. cm is 120 
Cost of a year’s slave labour oa ae a ae 690 


Or 57 dollars 50 cents a-month, equal to 11/. 10s., or 8s. 10d. for each of the 313 
working days in a year! 

I respectfully submit to your Lordship that no agricultural produce will be 
sufficient for such wages, and that ruin must follow to all who are engaged in such 
enterprises. 

The advocates of slavery will say, perhaps, that the above calculation is extra- 
vagant. My answer is, that the price has of late been very currently paid for 
Bozal negroes ; that money cannot be raised by the planters so cheap as 15 per cent. 
per annum; that the mortality frequently exceeds 25 per cent., and is seldom less; 
that the period for instruction is not over-rated, and is founded on information I 
have obtained from experienced planters ; and that, at the most exorbitant prices of 
every necessary here, the slave cannot be clothed, fed, and attended to for less than 
my estimate. 

Turn we, then, to an estimate of the cost of labour by the Chinese coolies, of 
which I do myself the honour of presenting to your Lordship the following estimate. 

Cost of a contract for eight years, 340 dollars :— 





Dollars. 
Interest at 15 per cent.on year... ee oe es ss se 51 
Wages 4 dollars, food, clothing, and medical attendance 10 dollars be a 168 
Mortality, 5 per cent. ~ oe ee ws oe a we 17 
Instruction, 6 months on 8 years... we ae ‘ ea ¥s 21 
Total annual cost of labour... os a sis we 257 


Or 21 dollars 41 cents, or 4/. 5s. 9d. per month, equal to about 3s. 3d. a-day, of the 
313 working days there are in a year, which compares very unfavourably with the 
price of labour in Her Majesty’s West India Colonies. 

It is possible that, if Her Catholic Majesty's Government could be convinced 
of the gradual, but no less certain, ruin of the whole agricultural interests in Cuba 
to which such wrong policy must lead, they would issue orders to be carried into 
effect, at all hazards, for suppression of the Slave Trade. 

But I must respectfully observe to your Lordship, that should a proposal which 
has been made to that Government, and which is now being urged by every means 
and influence at Madrid, be approved, the object of which is, the importation of 
negrocs from Africa, under contracts for a period of years, as free labourers, the 
parties here, projectors of this speculation (for it is nothing else), are well aware that 
the negroes in Africa will not willingly contract themse!ves to come here and work ; 
and I have good reason for stating to your Lordship that their plan is to contract 
with the Kings for all the prisoners they can deliver at certain places at so much 
for each, and the farce of a contract is to be enacted, when, in reality, the basis is 
slavery, and every negro has been paid for by the Company that is to engage in this 
new deception, which is only awaiting the sanction of the Spanish Government to 
be carried out on a very extended scale, by parties of great wealth and influence. 


I shall conclude this despatch, which has become too long under the Te 
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of the subject, by inclosing to your Lordship a short statement of the slaves intro- 
duced successfully, and of those captured during the past year of 1860, intelligence 
of which has reached this office resulting as follows :— 








Captured. 
Landed. . ee 3,642 
Add one-third 
Total .. = 24,895 3,642 


And it appears by the Consular archives, that upwards of 50,800 Chinese have been 
brought here since the year 1847, nearly all of whom, with exception of the usual 
mortality, remain, and, in general, they are not desirous of returning to their own 
country. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


P.S.—The slaves are worked on Sundays as well as week days; so for them 
there are 365 days in the year, which reduces the cost of their labour to their 
masters to 7s. 6d. a-day. 

Reducing the allowance for deaths to 10 per cent., which is very much 
under the mark for new negroes, the cost of labour on 365 days in the year comes 
to 5s. 6d a-day. 

Putting the cost of the Bozal at 600 dollars, or half of what has of late 
been currently paid by the planters, and mortality at 10 per cent., the slave labour 
comes to 3s. 6d. a-day. 

On the above calculations there is no allowance for sickness, &c., and the 
most intelligent planters rate this at 1 and 14 days a-week. 





Inclosure in No. 47. 


AxssTRAcT of the Number of Slaves known to have been landed in Cuba during the Year 1860; Proportion 
captured, &c. 





Number of Number 
Slaves Landed. Captured, 

















Reported from Ist January to 30th September as 12,060 1,433 
Landed from 30th September to 31st December ox 6,611 2,209 
18,671 3,642 
Add one-third oe wits os 6,224 
Totals =. ee " 24,895 3,642 | 364 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, Commissary Judge. 


Havana, December 21, 1860. 





No. 49. 


Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 29.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Havana, March 22, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour of reporting to your yeep: that William Dudley 
Ryder, Esq., Her Majesty’s Arbitrator, has returned from his leave of absence, and 
has this day resumed the execution of his duties in the Mixed Court of Justice 
for suppression of the Slave Trade, established at this place under the Treaty of 
1835. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 


No. 50. 
Her Majesty's Arbitrator to Lord J. Russell, April 5, 1861. 
[Spanish Expedition to San Domingo.] 
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Commissary Judge Crawford to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 29.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Havana, June 10, 1861. 

HER Majesty’s steam sloop “ Barracouta,” William Wood, Esq., Commander, 
arrived here from Port Royal, Jamaica, on the 18th ultimo with two brigs, the “ Lola” 
and another (name said to be unknown) supposed to be the *‘ Castilla,” both carrying the 
Spanish coaster-flag, which vessels the Commander had detained in October last year, on 
suspicion of their being about to be engaged in the Slave Trade, taking them to Jamaica, 
where they were libelled in the Court of Admiralty ; but the Judge, finding that the said 
vessels were not disentitled to the protection of the Spanish flag, decreed in conformity, 
and after seven months’ detention at Port Royal they were sent here for’ adjudication in 
the Mixed Court. 

I have the honour of laying before your Lordship a translation of the sentence 
pronounced by the Spanish Judge and myself, dated the Ist instant, which declares 
the detention unjustifiable and absolves the vessels, masters, and crews. 

There is no doubt whatever that both the “ Lola” and ‘ Castilla” were regularly 
dispatched by the competent authority on lawful coasting voyages, and it is to Commander 
Wood's inexperience of the documents usually carried by the coasters of this island, that 
the mistake he made of taking the vessels to Jamaica is attributable. Fallen in with at a 
considerable distance from the mainland of Cuba, they neither of them having any log- 
books or certificates of Spanish registry, their licenses for the voyage being the only 
documents presented by the masters, and those licenses for the voyages on which they 
originally were issued having expired, the indorsements which renewed them for the 
voyages on which the vessels were actually proceeding when fallen in with by the “ Barra- 
couta’”’ might easily escape Commander Wood's notice and lead him to the conclusion 
that their papers were not in order, nor such as he had seen on board of Spanish sea-going 
ships, which, indeed, would have been right, had the * Lola” and “ Castilla” not been, 
as they were, coasters or droghers of the island. 

The hogshead shooks found on board, which the Commander supposed might be sct 
up and turned into pipes for water, was suspicious, if not very minutely examined so as to 
ascertain the difference between sugar or molasses casks and water-pipes, and it most likely 
did not enter into Commander Wood’s ideas that the Cuban coasters frequently take in 
cargoes of timber, for which purpose many of them, like the “ Castilla,” have enlarged 
hatches. 

Had Commander Wood not been of opinion that the ‘ Lola” and “ Castilla” were 
vessels not entitled to Spanish protection, he would nct have taken them to Jamaica; and 
it is much to be regretted that he did so, because tineir long detention there will involve a 
very large amount of claim for demurrage and damages on the part of the owners, much of 
which would, however, have been saved had the Admiralty Court sooner determined the 
question or doubt ‘of its jurisdiction, and the vessels been at once sent here to the 
Mixed Court, where your Lordship will observe that a few days sufficed for their trial. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 50*. 
Decree in the case of the Spanish brig “ Lola.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica. 

AT a Court holden at the town of Saint Jago de la Vega, in the Island of Jamaica, Friday, the third day of 
May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, before the worshipful Alexander 
Heslop, Esq., Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brig or vessel called the ** Zola,” of about 157 tons burthen, 
whereof Antonio de Cueta was the master or reputed master, her tackle, furniture, and apparel, and a quantity of 
cargo on board of her, seized by William Wood, Esq., Commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Barracouta,” 
in behalf of himself, his officers, and crew ; 

The Judge, on the motion of Mr. Williams, Her Majesty's Advocate-General in this Court of Counsel, on 
behalf of Her Majesty, having referred to the certificates of proof heretofore filed, and remaining in the 
Registry of this Court, that the said brig or vessel called the “ Lo/a” was a Cuban coasting vessel, and conse- 
quently not shown to be disentitled to the protection of the Spanish flag; and having heard the Advocates on both 
sides thereon, and also having referred to the Acts of the Imperial Parliament of the 6 and 7 Wm. 1V, cap 6, 
and 2 and 3 Vict., cap. 73, and to the several affidavits and documents heretofore filed on behalf of the captors and 
claimants, and respectively remaining in the Registry of this Court, declared and pronounced, that with respect 
to the application for condemnation and forfeiture of the said brig or vessel called the “ Zola,” her tackle, furniture, 
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and apparel, amd the cargy on board of ber, this Court bas no jurisdiction, the case not falling within the provisions 
of the last-mentioned Act. 


(Signed) EDWARD B. LYNCH, 
Registrar of the Vice-Admivalty Court of Jamaica. 





The Queen against the “ Lola.” 


THE Act of the Imperial Parliament, 6 and 7 Wm. IV, cap. 6, was passed for carrying into effect the Treaty 
between His late Majesty and the Queen Regent of Spain, coucluded on the 28th June, 1835, and ratified on the 
27th August, 1835. Thet Treaty stipulated for the establishment of Courts of Mixed Commissions, in which 
Spain and the United Kingdom should be respectively represented, and which should adjudicate upon all such 
merchant-vessels of the two uitions as might be seized by the authorized cruizers of either upon reasonable 
suspicicn of being engaged in the Traffic in Slaves. 

By a subsequent Act of Parliament, passed in the year 1889 (as 2 and 3 Vict., cap. 73), the Commanders of 
Mer Majesty the Queen of England's ships specially commissioned for that purpose. were authorized to detain, 
seize, and capture, and 10 bring to sdjudication in any Vice-Admiralty Court, any vessels engaged in the Slave 
Trade, not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any State or Nation. 

The question now arises, probably for the first time, and certainly for the first time in this Court, what is the 
construction to be put upon the words “ justly entitled ?” 2 

The circumstances of fact under which this question arises, are in substance these :— ; 

On the 14th of October last, the brigantine * Zoda” was descried sailing to the eastward, of ‘the north coast 
of Cuba, and distant from the mainland about fifteen miles. | She showed Spanish colours, and on being boarded, 
in accordance with the terms of the Treaty with Spain, certain papers (chiefly seamen's licenses and passengers’ 
passports) were produced, which were eventually seized along with the vessel, and are now in the Registry of 
this Court, : 

The only document from which it is possible to infer a national character in the ship, is a license dated 
on the lst of July, at the Havana, for Cueta, the master, to sail in the “ Zo/a” for Matanzas and Gibara. Don 
José Ramon Salagar is therein mentioned as owner, and the license was to be valid for that voyage only. The 
“Hole” never returned to the Havana after the 31st. of July, when she sailed in pursuance and under the 
authority of the Hecnse; but, on the contrary, having first sailed to Matanzas, and thence to Gibara, and thence 
further to Barriay (an inlet apparently, not a port of either entry or clearance), she returned to Gibara, whence, 
on the 16th of September, she cleared for Matanzas. 

It is to be observed that the lieense under which she sailed from the Havana notes that the owner had given 
security in 8,000 dollars, that during that licensed yovage she should not, nor should her Commander, engage in the 
Slave Trade, 

On the Gth of October she cleared from Matanzas, not for Havana, to the westward, but for Gibara, to the 
east, and two of her crew * disembarked at*the last moment” before clearing. Here then was a vessel of 
175%) fons, so far, at least apparently, adapted for the Slave Trade as that security should be required of her 
alleged owner, Sener Salagar, by the liceasing authorities against his entering upon that Traffic, contrary to the 
stipulations of the ‘Treaty between Spain and England. She is found upon the high seas without shipping articles 
or log-book, and also without certificate of registry, or any other document other than the-license above-mentioned, 
from which her ownership could be conjectured. 

The 1Vth Article of the Treaty clearly contemplates the keeping of a log-book on board of all vessels 
similar to the * Zola,” inasmuch as by the third sub-section of that Article it is provided that ‘if it appears from 
the search that the papers of the vessel are in regular order, and that it 1s employod in licit objects, the officer 
shall enter in the log-book of the vessel that the search has been made in pursuance, of the especial orders, and 
the vessel shall be left at liberty to pursue its voyage.” On the part of the captors, it is alleged too, that the build 
of the ship, and the ext:aordinary size of her hatches, lead to the conclusion that she was built for, or at least 
adapted to, the Slave Trade. The cargo consisted in part. of 548 packets of staves, one case of medicines, 
5,000 hoops, ten serooas of jerked beef, six bags of rice, one corn-thresher, one corn-mill, funnel, ‘Arid wheel, five 
kegs of nails, and twenty bundles of thin iron hoops, and a considerable quantity of planking, the latter not 
included in the only bill of lading which has been produced. ‘That bill of lading was not delivered together with 
the other papers on board the ship, and was only produced appended to the affidavit of the master or patron. 

These, and other circumstances of suspicion would induce me to require further evidence as to the ship's 
not being engaged ina Slave Trade enterprise, were I satisfied that she is not entitled to claim the protection of 
the Spanish flag; but that is the preliminary question to be determined before I can either exercise or repudiate 
jurisdiction. i 

Now the Slave Trade is not piracy, or any other offence by the law of nations, nor am I aware of any doctrine 
or authority in that law which authorizes one independent State to define or limit the rules which another nation 
shall prescribe to its subjects for the navigation of vessels in their possession over the highway of all nations, or 
to assume a jurisdiction over such vessels, even though it be clear that they are engaged in a Traffic prohibited by 
the law of the country of which the navigators are subjects. ° On the contrary, any such doctrine seems to me to 
be in direct conflict with the fundamental principle, that every independent State has the inherent sole authority of 
regulating the exercise by its own subjects of all rights naturally common to wankind, and of punishing the 
infringement of such regulations, aecordinz to its own laws, or the provisions of its compacts with other 
nations, 

As, then, I think that the right to the protection of the Spanish flag is one dependent upen Spanish law only, 
that law must be supplied to me upon proof as a matter of fact. Under these cireunistances. I decline to make 
any adjudication until Tam satisfactorily informed of the Spanish law applicable to such a ship sailing under 
the circumstances above detailed ; being satisticd that if this vessel be entitled to the protection of the 


aes flag, the validity or invalidity of tke capture must be determined by the Court of Mixed Commission at 
avana. i 





Signed N HESLOP, Judge. 
December 29, 1861. (Signed) ALEXANDER HESLOP, Judge 


P.S.—If the claimants are desirous of getting possession of the vessel and cargo, and will give responsible 
security to reproduce the ship, if condemned, and to pay to the captors the amount of value (to be estimated) of the 
cargo in the like case, they will be allowed to do so. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER HESLOP, Judge. 
LL 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 50*. 


Decree in the case of the Spanish brig “ Castilla.” 


The Queen against the Brig or Vessel name and nation unknown. 


IN this case precisely the same question of law arises as in that of the “ Zo/a,” the circumstances of fact 
being in most respects similar. _The vessel, when seized, was without a license, or rather had on board a license 
which had already expired prior to her leaving the Havana on the 10th of October. I shall pursue the same 
course, therefore, in this case as in that of the “ Zola,” and it may be as well to intimate that, together with any 
certificate or statement of the Spanish law to be laid before me, I shall expect to see the statement of facts upon 
which that law is declared. Every facility, therefore, will be afforded both the claimants and the captors in 
obtaining certified copies of ali the documentary evidence in the Registry in both eases. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER HESLOP, Judge. 

December 31, 1860. 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica, 

At a Court holden at the town of Saint Jago de la Vega, in the Island of Jamaica, on Friday, the third day of 
May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, before the worshipful Alexander 
Heslop, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica, lawfully constituted and 
appointed ; 

" Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brig or vessel, name and nation unknown, of about one lun- 
dred and thirty tons burthen, whereof one Domingo Justo was the pilot or patron in charge; tackle, furniture, and 
apparel, and certain goods on board of her, seized by William Wood, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's 
steam-sloop “ Barracouta,” on behalf of himself, his officers, and crew ; 

The Judge, on motion of Mr. Williams, Her Majesty's Advocate-General in this Court of Counsel on behalf 
of Her Majesty, having heard the certificate of proof, heretofore filed and remaining in the Registry of this Court, 
read of the said brig or vessel, name and nation unknown, but alleged to be called the “ Castilla,” being a Cuban 
coasting-vessel, and consequently not shown to be disentitled to the protection of the Spanisii flag, with the consent 
of John Vincent Leach, Esquire, who appeared on behalf of the claimants, declared and pronounced that, with 
respect to the application for condemnation and forfeiture of the said brig or vessel alleged to be called the 
* Castilla,” her tackle, furniture, and apparel, and certain goods on board of her, this Court has no jurisdiction, the 
case not falling within the provisions of the Imperial Act of 2 & 3 Viet., cap. 73. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. LYNCII, 
Registrar of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaiea. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 50*. 


Sentence in the case of the Spanish brigs * Lola” and © Castilla.” 
(Translation. ) 

LD). DON CHRISTOPHER VALDES BAVENT, Sceretary, by appointment from Her Majesty, of the 
Mixed Court of Justice established in the City of Havana. 

I certify that in the proceedings formed respecting the seizure made by Her Britannic Majesty's steamer 
* Barracouta ” of the Spanish merchant brigs called the * Lola” and the » Castilla,” tinal sentence has been 
pronounced in the following terms :— 

In the always faithful city of Havana, on the first of June, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, Don 
José Manuel Espelius de Esquival y dela Quintana y de Castuheda, “ benemerito de Ja patria,” Kuight of the 
Royal and Distinguished Spanish Order of Charles the Third, &c., &c., Spanish Judge of the Mixed Court of Justice 
established at this place in conformity with the ‘Treaty of the twenty-eighth June, ove thousand cight hundred and 
thirty-tive, for the abolition of the African Slave Trade; and Joseph Tucker Crawford, Esquire, Companion of the 
Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Consul-General and British Judge in the same Court; assembled to give the 
final sentence in these proceedings, cousequent on the detention and seizure of the Spanish brigs © Lola” and 
* Castilla,” that of the former on the fourteenth of October of last year, in latitude 23° 18’ north, and longitude 
79° 5O' west, and the latter the following day, the fifteenth October, in latitude 22° 26! north, and longitude 77° 50’ 
west from Greenwich, both by Her Britannic Majesty's steamer “* Barracouta,” commander Captain William Wood, 
after full examination of every point of the process ; 

Considering that the brig “ Zula," Antonio Cueta, master, was dispatched at Matanzas on the sixth October of 
the year last past for Gibara, having all her papers in proper order, aud even a note having been made on the vessel's 
license that her owner, LYon José Ramon Salagar, had given security at the capital for the sum of eight thousand 
dollars, to answer therewith that neither the master nor the vessel would be enzaged in the Slave ‘Trade, which security 
had not ceased with her first voyage, but remained iu force in those subsequently made by the vessel authorized as 
is customary by the competent authorities, of all which the detaining officer might have made himself acquainted 
with, having, as he had, her papers before him ; 

Considering that they were not pipes, but bundles of easks, which the Spanish brig “ Lola” \ad on board, 
= kind of casks are neither suitable nor have ever been used for containing water, but solely for sugar or 
molasses ; 
= Considering that the boards alone, which in like manner that vessel had on board, without carrying beams or 
Joists, were not suitable for the formation of a second deck for slaves : 

Considering that the brig “ Castillz,” Domingo Justo, master, was dispatched at this city on the eighth October 
of the past year, one thousand eight hundred and sixty, for Puerto de Padre, with all her papers in order, and it 
being likewise noted on the license of the vessel that, by her owner at that time, the firm of Franganillo, Pla 
and Co., the corresponding bond of eight thousand dollars had been given, assuring thereby that neither the 
master nor the vessel would enter into slave-trading, of all which the seizing officer made himself aware on 


taking the papers of the said vessel, and which security had not ceased with the first voyage, but was effective for | 


the last, as is customary with the authorization of the proper authority ; : J 2 
_ Considering that the hatches of the brig “ Castilla,” although large, had not open gratings, as laid down jin 
Article X of the existing Treaty ; oh. a 


- 


Ay 
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Considering ihat although that vessel carried pieces on which a second deck might be laid, she had not on 
board boards prepared for forming it, as is required by the said Article X ; 

Considering that it is sufficiently explained by the declarations of the masters and crew of the brigs “ Zola” 
and “ Castilla” the object and lawful purpose for which they carried the loose casks and the boards, the reason for 
the hatches of the “ Castilla” being large, and as to the pieces that might be used for laying a second deck ; 

Considering the inobservance by the detaining officer of the Ist Article of Annex A to the Treaty, by taking 
to Jamaica the aforesaid vessels detained by him, instead of bringing them for adjudication by this Court, having 
detained them in the manner he did on suspicion that they might engage in the Slave Trade ; besides that he ought 
to have been convinced of the nationality of those vessels by their papers and the two and only flags which 
they had ; 

: Having furthermore before us the proceedings entered into before the Supreme Government by the owners of 
the brigs * Castilla” and “ Zola” to substantiate their being engaged in lawful trade, and transmitted by his 
Excellency the Governor and Captain-General, with an official letter of yesterday's date, and which proceedings are 
to be returned to his Excellency ; ' 

All being well considered, together with all the other matters that have appeared worthy of notice, their 
Honours declare the detention of the said Spanish brigs “ Zola” and “ Castilla” by the Commander of Her 
Britannic Majesty's steamer “* Barracouta,” William Wood, Esq., as unjustifiable, which vessels, their masters and 
crews, are absolved from all accusations, and order that said vessels, with their cargoes, be returned to their respec- 
tive masters or owners in terms of the Vth Article of Annex B to the existing Treaty, returning tothe masters the 
papers, flags, and charts which were taken, but copies of the papers are to remain in these proceedings in their 
proper place as an integral part thereof ; and, finally, let a certified copy of this sentence pronounced be transmitted 
to his Excellency the Governor and Captain-General, accompanied by the proper deferential official letter for his 
Excellency’s information. 

And by this their sentence definitely pronounced, they so decreed. 

Ordered and signed, I, the Secretary who certifies, being present. 

(Signed) JOSE MANOEL ESPELIUS. 
JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
L. CHRISTOBAL VALDES Y BAVENT, Secretary. 


And in compliance with the order of the British Judge, I issue the present in order to deliver it to his Honour 
in Havana, 25th June, 1861. p 
(Signed) L. Crisropat VaALpes y Bavent, Secretary. 
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bite Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 29.) 
oO. é. 
My Lord, | Havana, July 1, 1861. 

IN obedience to the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such Returns to be 
made on the Ist day of January and the Ist day of July in each year, I have the 
honour of transmitting herewith to your Lordship a Return of vessels captured on 
suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and adjudicated in the Mixed Court 
at this place during the last six months. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 51. 


Return of Vessels Captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and adjudicated by the Mixed 
Court at Havana, from January 1 to June 30, 1861. 


.| all their rs in 
order. me 





Nore.—These vessels were first taken to Jamaica, ad were libelled in the Vice-Admiralty Court, where sentence was not pronounced until the 3rd day of 
jurisdiction. 


May last, to the effect that that Court had no j ey were then sent to this place, where they arrived on the 18th of May. 


Havana, July 1, 1861. (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, Commissary Judge. 





No. 52. 
Her Majesty's Arbitrator to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 26.) 


My Lord, Havan , August 1, 1861. 

THE season here has become unusually sickly, and the cases of yellow fever 
which have ended fatally are above the average. Many deaths have occurred in 
my own immediate neighbourhood, and one of my friends has died in my house 
after a short illness of only two days. 

Under these circumstances, I have the honour to request that I may be 
permitted to absent myself from my post until the close of the sickly season, é.e., 
until the end of October, drawing half my salary during the months of September 
and October. 

Should your Lordship accede to my request, I trust that I may be allowed to 
spend the months of September and October in England. Matters of most serious 
importance to myself have induced me to make this request, and as my absence 
involves no possible neglect of public duties I hope that it may be granted. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. D. RYDER. 





No. 53. 
Lord Wodehouse to Her Majesty's Arbitrator. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 28, 1861. 
IN reply to your letter of the Ist instant, 1 am directed by Earl Russell to 

acquaint you that his Lordship accedes to your request to be allowed to absent 

yourself from your post, and to come to England, during the months of September 


and October. 
lam, &c. 
(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 
LL 
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‘No. 54. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 8, August 1, 1861. 


(Mr. J. V. Crawford’s Claim for Compensation for services as Acting Commissary 
Judge.) 





No. 55. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 29.) 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 56. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received October 30.) 


(No. 10.) 
My Lord, Havana, September 24, 1861. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 5 of the 10th June last, transmitting the 
sentence of the Mixed Court on the cases of the Spanish vessels ‘‘ Lola” and 
“Castilla,” detained by Her Majesty’s ship “ Barracouta”’ in October last year, 
and sent by Commander Wood to Port Royal, Jamaica, in the first instance, I 
have now to acquaint your Lordship that the owners of the ‘“ Castilla” presented 
their claim for compensation on the 2nd instant, a copy of which I have the honour 
of inclosing herewith, amounting to the enormous sum of 49,248 dollars 56} cents. 

The Court having been convened thereon, and the several items of claim having 
been discussed and considered, allowed the claimants for the “ Castilla” the sum of 
14,613 dollars, by sentence dated the 17th instant, a copy of which I have also the 
honour of inclosing to your Lordship. 

There was some difficulty with the Spanish Judge as to the meaning of the para- 
graph A (section 2) of Article VII, Annex B, whereon my colleague was disposed to 
have gone much further than has been done in the compensation awarded ; but I was 
able to convince him that there could not be demurrage and freights in anticipation 
allowed at the same time, and so the Treaty was interpreted, as it evidently was 
intended, to compensate the freight which was lost to the owners of the ship by her 
detention, the allowance for demurrage being in full for all freights prospective. 

The owner of the “ Lola” having died and left his affairs in confusion and 
insolvency, deceased’s representatives have not yet presented their claim in Court ; 
but it will most likely be similar to that for the “ Castilla,” and be regulated by the 
same considerations in the award of compensation. 

Your Lordship will not fail to observe that these damages would have been of 
far less magnitude had these vessels not been sent to Jamaica, and, having unfortu- 
nately been sent there, had there not been such very unaccountable delay in the 
Court at that place. 

have to request that your Lordship will be pleased to instruct me how I am 
to draw for the amount of these compensations, or if, when applied to for their 
payment, I am to refer the owners or representatives of the “Lola” and “ Castilla” 
to Her Majesty’s Government. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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Earl Russell to Commissary Judge Crawford. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1861. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 5 of the 10th of June last, and have con- 

sulted the proper Law Officer of the Crown relative to the case of the two Spanish 
© coasting vessels, the “ Lola” and “ Castilla,” which were detained by Commander 
) Wood, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Barracouta,” in the month of October last, and sent, 
} in the first instance, to Jamaica for adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty Court, as 
i vessels equipped for the Slave Trade without papers to denote their nationality, and 
subsequently, after a detention of seven months at Jamaica, were taken to Havana, 
Tito be dealt with by the Mixed Commission at that place, where, by the Decree of 
ithe Court, they have been liberated. 
Her Majesty’s Government, upon a careful consideration of this case, cannot 
justify the conduct of Commander Wood in relation to the vessels in question. Not 
only has the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica, to which place they were sent by 
® the captor, declared its incompetence to adjudicate on them, but the Mixed Com- 
mission Court at the Havana, before which they were ultimately sent, has, by its 
sentence, formally decreed their detention to be unjustifiable, and ordered the resti- 
‘tution of the vessels and their cargoes. 

Commander Wood, if he thought fit to capture them, should clearly have sent 
them before the Mixed Commission Court at the Havana in the first instance. They 
were Spanish in build and appearance, they had Spanish colours, and some Spanish 
papers, and there was no sufficient reason for doubting their being entitled to the 
protection of the Spanish flag, or for supposing them to have any other or different 
nationality, or consequently for sending them to Jamaica. 

The only substantial international question, therefore, now remaining open is 
# that of the compensation to be paid to those interested. 

The Slave Trade Suppression Treaty with Spain of 1835, especially Annex B, 
Articles V and VII, provides for the decision by the Mixed Commission Court, 
definitively and without appeal, of all claims for compensation on account of 
damages or losses occasioned to vessels and cargoes detained under the Treaty, but 
“7 not condemned; and the concluding paragraph of Article VII is express on the 
i point. 
ba I presume that some such claims have been, or will be, brought before the 

Court and determined by it in both cases; if not, further information should be 
supplied. However this may be, I have to instruct you fully to explain the actual 
and probable future condition of this portion of the case. 

If compensation is claimed before the Court under the Treaty, the final settle- 
ment and adjudication thereof will devolve upon the Court, and will doubtless be 
proceeded with in the regular course; but if for any reason no such claim is made 
or about to be made, or if the Court should decline or omit to award anything in 
} respect of such claiin, Her Majesty’s Government should be furnished with full par- 
ticulars, so as to enable it to determine upon its future course in the event of any 
Mi claims being brought forward, either by the parties interested, or the Spanish 
% Government in the ordinary diplomatic manner. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 56. 


Claim of the Owners of the “ Castilla.” 


(Translation.) 
To the Judges of the Mixed Court of Justice at this place. 

DON ANTONIO FERRER Y FELIU, managing partner of the firm of Ferrer y Feliu and Co., owners 
of the Spanish merchant-brig “Castilla,” in the suit raised on account of the capture of said vessel by Her Britannic 
Majesty's steamer “ Barracouta :” before your Honours appears in due form of law, and states :— 

That by final sentence delivered in the said suit on the Ist of June of this year, the detention of the said 
brig “ Castilla,” by Mr. William Wood,, Commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer ‘ Barracouta,” on the 
15th of October last, was declared unjustifiable, the said brig, her master, and her crew, being acquitted by that 
sentence, aud returned tq her owner, all according to the tenour of Article V of Annex B to the existing Treaty. 
And as the Article cited concedes to the owner of the vessel, or to his representative, the right of claiming 
compensation for the damages which he may have suffered, according to valuation ; availing of this legitimate 
right, I proceed to lay before the just consideration of the Court the amount of those caused by tie illegal 
detention of the brig “Castilla” by the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's steamer “ Barracouta,” in 
order that they may be made good to me by said Commander, or, failing him, by the British Government: not 
having put in this claim until now, because, as the brig “Castilla” was taken to Kingston, Jamaica, I have had 
to get from that place the vouchers of the several expenses caused by her detention; as also to obtain those which 
show the amount expended in the subsequent repair of said vessel. 

The true reason of this delay having becn explained, I now present my claim circumstantially, and according 
to the prescriptions of the Treaty. 

The Vilth Article of Annex B, in its 2nd part, letter A, allows indemnity for all special damages and 
expenses occasioned to the ship by the detention, and for loss of freight when due or payable. 1 have therefore 
the right to claim, in the first place, the law expenses incurred at Jamaica for the necessary defence of the ship, 
including the sum paid to my solicitor there, and the Consular fees paid to Her Catholic Majesty's Consul, ail 
of which amounts, as per account herewith, to 575 dollars. 

I should also be allowed the cost of the translation of several documents concerning the “ Castilla,” 
which were laid before the Court at Jamaica, amounting, with petties for stamped paper, agency, &c., to 
138 dollars. 

In like manner I should be indemnified, according to the same Article of the Treaty, for what I have 
spent in the repairs of the brig “ Castilla,” on account of the deterioration she may have suffered during her 
detention at Jamaica, where it was impossible to effect them, and which repairs, as detailed in the accompanying 
account, amount to 4,635 dollars 56} cents. 

In the second place, I am legally entitled to compensation for the loss of freight due or payable, and in this 
case should be reckoned eleven voyages which the vessel would have made to Puerto Padre or Manati during 
the 229 days of her detention, caleulating an average of 20 days for each voyage, according to her previous 
performances, and during which the vessel would have carried 19,800 varas of timber, at 1} dollar per vara, 
yielding the sum of 29.700 dollars, from which the expenses of landing, &c., being deducted—2,750 dollars— 
there remains a net profit of 26,950 dollars, which I demand. 

I have also to claim, as legitimate compensation, damages for the detriment of the timber which, already 
cut, some at the forest and some at the sea-shore, could not be brought here for want of suitable vessels, 
owing to the length and thickness of the logs, not having been able to find any with hold or hatches large 
enough for the purpose, as the few vessels suitable belong to parties engaged in the same traffic, and who will 
not charter them, for which reason, without fear of exaggeration, I estimate the deterioration of the timber at 
5,500 dollars. 

And lastly, the same Article, in a second paragraph, letter 8, concedes to me demurrage, which, according 
to the Schedule at the end of said Article, is 10d. sterling per diem, the brig ‘ Castilla,” measuring 190 tons, 
as per accompanying certificate from the Admiralty Office, and which, reckoning the pound sterling at 5 dollars, 
makes, for the 229 days of detention, the net sum of 11,450 dollars, or 2,290/. 

The claims which I have preferred shall be duly vouched for, if the Cour: so requires it, as I have the 
vouchers, excepting only for petties, for which it is not customary to take receipts, and for those provided for in 
the Treaty, such as demurrage, &c. 

All together form a total of 49,248 dollars 56} cents, which I conscientiously and firmly believe I am 

-entitled to claim from the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's steamer * Barracouta,” or, failing him, from 
the British Government. 

And I therefore pray your Honours to take into consideration this representation, together with the account 
and certificate thereunto attached, and to order payment to be made to me by the said Commander Wood, of 
Her Britannic Majesty's steamer “ Barracouta,’ or by his Government, &c. 


Havana, September 2, 1861. 
(Signed) ANTONIO FERRER Y FELIU. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 56. 


( Translation.) 
Extract from the Account of Claim presented by Ferrer y Felice and Co., owners of the Spanish brig 
“ Castilla,” for damages, &c., for the seizure and detention of said vessel by Her Britannic Majesty's steamer 


“ Barracouta,” Commander Wood, R.N. 
Dollars c. Dollars c. 


lst. For law expenses at Jamaica, as per account paid Harrison 





and Lewis, solicitors .. ore ae ae 536 75 
For Consular fees, paid Spanish Consul at Jamaica... 38 25 nn & 
For translation of several documents wn we 34 00 
For stamped paper and petties és oe ave 104 00 


24 HAVANA. . 
Dollars c. Dollars c. 


For repairs of said vessel, viz. :— 














ew mainsail.and foresail ca sis rc 204 00 
Repairing the other sails we $ ee 200 50 
Sama and Carrera’s account for repairs, &c. i 3,221 43% 
Floating-dock dues .. ee oe oe 301 50 
Cooperage of water-casks = os ‘ 8 12} 
4,635 56} 
2nd. For the net profit we would have made on 19,800 varas 
timber, at 1} dollars per vara, freight, which said 
vessel would have earned in eleven voyages she might 
have made during the period she was detained -. 29,700 00 
Less expenses, at 250 dollars per voyage a 2,750 00 
26,950 00 
For estimated deterioration of timber at the cutting and 
on the beach a “és ve ve oe oe 5,500 00 
For demurrage, 229 days, at 10/. per diem, at 5 dollars. . ae -. 11,450 CO 
Total ve ee oe e +. 49,248 56} 
(Signed) ANTONIO FERRER Y FELIU. 


Havana, September 2, 1861. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 56. 


Extract of the Certificate of the Measurement of the brig “ Castilla.” 
( Translation.) 
THIS vessel having been measured by order of the Inspector, the result is that her length is 96 feet ; 
breadth 26 feet 8 inches, builder's measurement ; breadth for tonnage, 25 feet 4 inches; and depth of hold, 12 feet ; 


yielding a capacity of 190 tons. 
(Signed) ANDRES DE FANEZ, 
Havana, August 23, 1861. 
Approved : 
(Signed) Rusatcava, Admiral. 
Havana, August 23, 1861. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 56. 


Award in the case of the brig “Castilla.” 
( Translation.) Havana, September 17, 1861. 

IN view of the foregoing representation, account, and certificate, presented by Don Antonio Ferrer y Feliu, 
as managing partner of the firm of Ferrer y Feliu and Co., owners of the Spanish brig ‘“ Castilla,” claiming the 
indemnity which is due to him by virtue of the sentence pronounced on the Ist of June last in this case upon the 
seizure of said vessel by Her Britannic Majesty's steamer “ Barracouta.” 

Considering legal the claim founded upon Article VII, section 2, Letter A, of Annex B to the existing Treaty 
for the sum of 575 dollars, being the law expenses incurred in the defence of the brig “ Castilla” at Jamaica; the 
Commander of the ‘* Barracouta,’’ Mr. William Wood, or in his default his Government, is declared responsible 
for the payment thereof. 

Considering in like manner conformable to the provisions of the Articles referred to, the claim of 138 dollars 
for other expenses of translation of sundry documents presented at Jaimaica, stamped paper, agency, and petties, 
it is declared that this amount should also be paid by the said Commander or by his Government. 

Considering that the indemnity of 4,635 dollars 56} cents, claimed under the same Article for the repairs done 
to the brig “ Castilla,” cannot be admitted as special expenses occasioned to the ship by the detention, inasmuch as 
the vessel having lain quietly at anchor during the period of such detention, far from deteriorating, must have been 
better preserved in not suffering the wear and tear which all vessels suffer in loading and discharging, besides not 
using her sails; it is declared that the said claim is inadmissible. 

Considering that the indemnity demanded, amounting to 26,950 dollars, for loss of freight when due or 
payable is inadmissible, as is alleged for eleven voyages, which it is said the vessel would have made, but for one 
vovage, as it is clearly understood in the Article, Section, and Letter cited, inasmuch as there can be no freight 
due or payable for voyages not performed, nor can the vessel which is under detention be allowed demurrage and 
these fieights likewise; it is declared that said claim is legal only for the freight which the brig ‘‘ Castilla ” would 
have earned on the voyage on which she was seized, and which, according to the account presented, would 
have amounted to 2,450 dollars, which sum should also be paid by Commander Wood or by his Govern- 
ment. 

Considering that the claim of 5,500 dollars, for damage said to have been suffered by the timber which was 
cut at the forest and at the sea-shore, is illegal. inasmuch as said timber, being cedar, mahogany, and wood of that 
class, does not in any way suffer or spoil by being for seven or cight months in the situation indicated by the 
claimants ; itis declared inadmissible, 

Considering, finally, that the indemnity of 11,450 dollars, which is due to the brig “ Castilla” for demurrage 
of the 229 days she was detained, at the rate of 1U/. per diem on her measurement of 190 tons, and at the valuation 
of 5 dollars to 1., isin accordance with the provisions of the Article and Section already mentioned, Letter B, the said 
Commander or his Government is declared responsible for this sum also, the which added to the other legal claims 
forms the total of 14,613 dollars, to be paid to Don Antonio Ferrer y Feliu-by the British Government, in terms 
of the latter portion of Articles V and VII of Annex B of the existing Treaty. 

(Signed) JOSE MANUEL ESPELIUS. 
JOS. 7. CRAWFORD. 
LDO. CRISTOBAL VALDES Y BAVENT, Secretary. 
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No. 57. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received October 30.) 


My Lord, Havana, September 30, 1861. 
ANOTHER annual period has passed, and I regret that I should be under the 






























to my last Report. . 
Nothing seems to deter the slave-traders from launching into adventures, and 


judging by the numbers and facility of obtaining slaves on the West Coast of 
® Africa, the impulse which has been given to the Traffic of late years is corresponded 
to by the amount of devastation which has no doubt been productive of so constant 
p supply of these unfortunate victims of Spanish and Portuguese cupidity, for it is 
by them, almost exclusively, that the Slave Trade to Cuba is carried on. 
I have the honour of laying before your Lordship a statement of slaves landed 
@and proportion thereof which have been captured by the Spanish cruizers and local 
authorities during the year this day ended, by which it appears that the numbers 
anded are 17,973, captured 3,401, to which add the one-third (5,991) as has been 
ycustomary, and we have a total of no less than 23,964 as the computed importation. 
Your Lordship will not fail to notice that, of the Bozals captured, nearly the 
whole have been taken by Her Catholic Majesty's cruizers, viz., 2,866, those seized 
by local authorities being only 535, a vigilance on the part of the Spanish naval 
officers which, if kept up, and the number of cruizers increased by vessels of small 
# draft of water, would be a formidable check to the detestable Traffic. 
His Excellency the Captain-General, I believe, is imbued with the very best 
intentions to put an end to the Slave Trade and compel the observance of the 
existing Treaty for its suppression, but the protection afforded by the penal law of 
BSpain to the slave-traders and those conniving with them, which forbids their being 
sinterfered with after they may have succeeded in getting their recently imported 
Bozals upon any estate or inhabited property, is a complete obstruction to his or 
SPany other well-intentioned Governor Captain-General of Cuba. General Serrano 
“fconstantly expresses himself as feeling most excessively annoyed that his power to 
(put an end to the Traffic by capture of all recently imported slaves, and punishing 
Mthose engaged in it, should be so limited as it is by the penal law. 
A He cannot seize the illegally imported negroes,* or take them off from any 
property or plantation, and the punishment of the slave-traders and their associates 
@eorresponding to the Royal Audiencia Pretorial,} there can never be obtained proofs 
pf their actions whereon to convict them in that tribunal; so that, however glaring 
Sand scandalous the introduction of slaves may have been, and however notorious 
hose engaged in the violation of the law and of the existing Treaty may have made 
hemselves by the repetition of such acts, as to which there are informations more 
han sufficient morally to satisfy “the ruling authority” of their guilt, his 
Excellency has no power to punish (governatively) even the Military Lieutenant- 
overnors who connive at the audacious acts of the slave-traders, and so, the island 
s filled with Bozal negroes, the landing of cargo after cargo being accomplished 
by bribery and corruption, and all the parties go unpunished. It is true that the 
aptain-General has power to remove from their commands any of the officers who 
‘pe is morally convinced have been guilty of such derelictions, but their conviction 
iMegally, upon which punishment and degradation would follow, depends on the 
‘Ayesult of their trial before the Royal Audiencia, and it is well known, by our past 
es di that proofs to convict the accused of such charges have never yet been 
pbbtained. ; 
The vessels fitted out for slave-trading have for some time past been under th 
mfiag of the United States; the greater proportion of them have been bought in that 
ountry, and have sailed from thence to the coast. Various have been the preiexts 
or exemption from seizure by the cruizers. When boarded, and the nature of their 
oe has been such as is contrary to the text of the Treaties, they are 
alers, and the boilers are to be used for reducing the blubber, the casks to 
eceive the oil, &c.; but it is well known they are all waiting for the opportunity 
o take in their slaves and run for this, which has become almost the only market. 
But mark, whenever any of these vessels is captured, the flag and papers have 


* See “Penal Law,” March 4, 1845, Article 9. q Ibid, Article 13. 
Crass A. . 
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disappeared, so that they are made to appear without any national character what- 
ever, and ought to be dealt with as pirates. 

General Serrano has several times expressed to me his opinion that an advisable 
means of putting down the Slave Trade is that of declaring it piracy, and treating 
the masters, crews, and all concerned as pirates, subject to martial law. He has 
several times repeated to me his determination to propose and recommend the 
adoption of that measure to his Government. 

I am not sure that he has done so, but I think it probable he has already 
suggested the expediency of Spain’s resorting to the strongest measures for enforcing 
observance of the Slave Trade Treaties, and I feel satisfied that if, by the general 
consent of nations, the Traffic in Slaves were declared piracy, to be punished by the 
summary proceeding of martial Jaw, and if the Penal Law of Spain, Article 9, 
could be so altered as that all recently imported slaves might be scized, wherever 
they may be found in this island, there would very soon be an end of the abominable 
Traffic which is so disgraceful and demoralizing to those who are still engaged 
in it. 

I have the honour of inclosing herewith to your Lordship a list of vessels 
reported to have sailed from Cuba, to be employed in Slave Trade, since Ist 
October last year, all of which, with two exceptions, were under United States’ 
colours. 

I have. &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 47. 


SraveMENT of the Number of Slaves landed, and Proportion captured, in the Island of Cuba, from October 1, 1860, 
to September 30, 1861. 


















































Slaves, 
Date Where lended, — Vessel Remurl.s. 
Landed. | Captured 
Tse 
fet 5 | Cay Bahiade Cadiz. 4. 562 562 ae can screw steamer “ City ot | Captured by Spanish steamer “ Isabel Francisen " 
Norfulk ” 

23] Ditto . ts asa Re re aT 371 | American brigantine “ Byron” —...J Captured hy Spanish steamer “ Neptuno.” 

27 | Rio Nuceas, Isle of Pines ... ea 350 Unknown... “ a vo] Belonsed te Costa and Co. The negroes were taken | 
the estate Manigua, 

or | hi ; ‘ Fy 

a7 ny Nie aud Jurisdiction of 200 ave Ditto... : on - These carzoes belonged to Barrel, Fresneda. and others 

November fitter 7 600 Ditto and were sold at prices averaging 952 duliars for earth 
Vitto .., tee oe ose FA 600 48 Ditto... = ih on ic oe 
Mee. 1 | La Teja, Cardenas... ee ass 450 tea American brigantine a .. | Owned by Rosell and others. The negroes were taken 
to the estate Aurora, 
e $ | Trinidad... = nb et 360 360 | American schooner... _ w..| Vessel was burnt. The negroes were seized on board ot 
au coaster, belonging to a person culled ios, near 
Tallabacoa. 
S| Manzanillo... sax tee aes 800 abs Steamer ass Te se0 ow 4 - 
21} Cay Bahiade Cadiz. 0.0. 916 916 | American ship “Montauk” dlids | Lucumis from Killongo. Captured by Spanish steamer 
© Lesbia,” of Toulon “Tsabel Francisca.” 
“ Isla Mugeres (Coast of Yucatan) ... 400 a Unknown 4.00. nee a] This cargo was landed at Havana in small lots by 
Marty’s fishing smacks, 
i Jaruco oes ai otk ra 453 a Ditto ... nee ae rer ...| Landed at Calderon's estate San Juan de Dios, and sold 
at 1,214) dollars each. 

15 | Puertodel Padre .. 0 we we 550 ow American ship ces ees ee This vessel was wrecked on Mnearas shoal, and the 
negroes were saved by Nassau wrechers, who took 
them to Lobos lighthouse, from whence they werr 
conveyed to Cuba by the Spanish brig “ Antilla” 
Owners, Pia, Franganilla, ant Co. 

1561 
Jun, 25 | Las Pozas (Sagua) ... ies ae 607 i French ship “Don Juan”... _,..| Gallet, master. 
loeb. 25 | Clenfuegos 0s des Ya 600 ee American brigantine «| Taken in lighters to the estate Carolina. 
i) Bahia Honda 600 wen American barque Said to be owned by Piquero, Toca, anu others. 
March 14 | Puerto del Padre S00 49 | Ditto... isi ps Owners, Pla aud Calvo, Vessel afterwards burnt 
aS Cayo Craces ... eve i 600 ie American vessel. es Vessel afterwards burnt there. 
Las Pozus (Sagua) ... as A 640 sx American barque “ Romulus” ..| Landed at the estate Sauta Rita. 
6s 30 | Boquerones (Bahia Honda) eee 400 ie American vessel wr ...| The negroes were taken to the estate Nueva Teresa, 
April 1 | Manati (Nuevitas) .. 00 ae 390 390 | American brig ‘John Bell” —_,,,{ Reported owner, Don Rafael Sanchez, The cargo wx 
intended to be landed at Bariay, but was ‘aptured by 
the Spanish steamer “ Don Juan de Austria,” 
. 3 | Puerto Escondido (Ocujul)... wl 660 40 | Unknown... ass ed ...| Owners, Dacouran and Co., of St. Jago de Cuba. 
ie Guanaja nay is ave wes 690 ais American brig “ Nancy” ... ..| The vessel was afterwards burat near Guantanamo. 
Bs 8 | Macambo (Cuba)... im | -e 1,020 sa Unknown. .., ae ae Owners, Ducourau and Co. 
May Curahatas (Sagua) ... 0... a 550 ae American schooner ‘ Potomac” ... se eel was captured empty by Spanish schooner 
“Juanita.” 
i 24 | Yayabacoa (Puerto Principe) ¥ 600 se American vessel ...| Owners, Bustamante, Romero, &c. The negroes wer 
taken to Don Ramon Yradi’s estate La Merced, 
June 5-12 | Ditto... — wea eae ae 576 aii Brig, unknown ia ani ...| Commanded by a Portuguese, and owned by Bustamante 
Romero, &c. The negroes were for several days at the 
nee Heads 
a 5 < o Se oa his vessel landed her cargo at Anguilla, one of the 
” ie pak ae Cates i ai “a9 ieee urig “Storm King’ } Bahama Islands, and was then burnt. The negroes 
» 17 | Marianao and Ortigosa ... ... 201 VW | Ditto... se tes ae Jory taken cn ag Ctastere, atid: were pu‘ onb shoe 
July 1 | Mayabeque (near Batabano) aa 500 ak American barque ... Si «| This vessel grounded on the Jardinillos shoals, and wa: 
destroyed. The negroes were landed by a Spanish 
and two Caymau schooners, and were taken to th: 
estate Arango, 
i | Ortigosa (Cabanas)... 9 we 250 ag Spanish schooner “ Bonifacia” «...) yi to Zuuznavar’s estate Santa Gertrudiz, alie 
clugio. 
‘ Signa Cuba)... se see aes 750 eos Unknown. ae vee es] Sold at 325 dollars each, 
Sept. 14| Near Cayo Cruz... re ss 627 627 | American brigantine “Loecoa” ...J Captured and brought to Mavana by the Spanish stear 
gun-boat “Neptuno.” The negroes were Congos. 
17,973 8.401 
Add the usual one-third... 5,091 1,154 
Total ... ave oe sn} 23,968 ‘ 


Havana, September 30, 1861. 


ee 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 57. 


List of Vessels reported to have sailed from Cuba to be employed in the Slave Trade, from October 1, 1860, to 
September 30, 1861. 





















































































Pais ct Nation. Class. Name of Vessel. Remarks. 
1560 
Oct 4| Spanish... ...| Brig ++-| Carmencita ... Manilla. 
=: 80 | American .| Ditto «| Naney 219 | Sun Thomé .., «| Landed 690 slaves at Guanaja in April 1861. 
Nov 15 | Ditto... ...| Barque ,.. ..| Quincey 260 | Valparaiso... | Lumken, master, After delivermg her cargo at Valparatse 
this vessel was engaged to proceed tw the Coast of Africa 
vs 24] Ditto ... wa.) Ditto | Lyra ... 217° | Canaries. 
” Qs | Ditto... | Ditto ...| Ardennes $1 | San Thome. 
Pee 9x | Ditto... w., Brigantine ..| Huntress 180) | Key West. 
Dee. Lj Dito 2. o.| Barque... w.| Alexina 245 | River Congo... ..,] Suid to have returned with a cargo of slaves. 
é 1 | Ditto .. “| Pryantine .| Falmouth — ., 108 | Sun José de Minha. 
a” 7| Ditto... wed Schooner wo) Express tes 90) | Lenha, 
21] Ditto... «| Darque... ..| M. J. Kambail 59S | San Thomé ... «| This vessel was seized by the United States’ cun-boat 
‘ “Mohawk,” and take to Key West, but was released. 
21 | Ditto... ...| Brigantine -.| Toccoa o eo} 927 | Loanda .| This vessel was also seized fy the “Mohawk,” but was 
released at Key West; and was captured September 
1861, by the Spanish steamer “ Neptuno,” and brought 


into the port of Havana, witk 627 Congo negroes on 





pard. 
..| This vessel put into Nassau, New Providence, where she 
was condenined as unseaworthy, ‘The owners then sent » 
small brigantine from Nuevitas to Nassau, where she was 
converted into a schooner, and took on board the 
“Duina’s” cargo, clearing for the Canary Islands and 
Mogador under the same name, She was captured by 
Her Majesty's ship “ Torch.” 





Spanish... __...] Schooner oo) Daina... ae wes 90 | Mogador 











«| Cosmopolite ... re 100 | New York. 


an. 18 | America «| Brigantine. 
«| Thriver a 90 | San Thomé ... 


feb. 10 | Ditto... se] Schooner . | Cook, master. This vessel is reported to have landed a 


cargo of slives on the south side of Cuba, 
























Mar. 8 | Ditto... ...| Brigantine ..| African oes «| 193 | Fernando Po... ..| Lane, master. 
» 22 | ito x. «| Ditto W.C. Clark... = 4.) 277 | Mina, 
"3 30 | Ditto... «| Darque... * aoa one eee Heb 
Sept. 3 | Ditto... «| Ditto +|Culloma ... wf 00 | San Thomé .., +] Sailed from Mavana as the Mexican barque “Carmen.” 





Havana, September 30, 1861. 










No. 58. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received November 28.) 
(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Havana, October 21, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 10 of the 13th ultimo, in reference to my No. 5 of the 10th of June last, which 
conveyed to your Lordship the sentence’of the Mixed Court upon the Spanish brigs 
* Lola” and “ Castilla.” 

It is indeed much to be regretted that those vessels were not sent in here, as 
ought to have been the case, since it turns out that there was no mistake as to 
their nationality, the Court would have liberated them at once, and the claims for 
damages would have been comparatively small. 

oar Lordship will have been informed by my No. 10 of the 24th ultimo, that 
the claims of the owners of the ‘“ Castilla,” amounting to 49,248 dollars 564 cents, 
have been disposed of; the Mixed Court having awarded them 14,613 dollars only. 
respecting the payment of which I await your Lordship’s instructions. 

As yet noclaim has been presented on behalf of the owner of the “ Zola,” for the 
reasons stated in No, 10, but his representatives will doubtless very soon present it 
for adjustment by the Court, and I shall not fail to furnish Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment with the particulars, as I did in the case of the claims of the owners of the 


“ Castilla.” 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


No. 59. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 26, 1861.) 
(No. 31.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, November 30, 1860. 


WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that on the 10th of August |) 
last Her Majesty’s ship “ Brisk,” being off Johanna, gave chase to a ship which she §j 


succeeded in capturing after a run of seven hours. 


On being boarded, 846 slaves were found, with all the necessaries for their % 
conveyance, but no flag or papers were produced entitling the vessel to a national & 


character. 


She was dispatched, in charge of Lieutenant Burlton, to the Mauritius, where § 


she arrived on the 2lst September, having lost 105 of her slaves through illness, 


caused, as we understand, by their having, during the confusion of the chase, 7 
obtained access to raw provisions, while in the half-famished condition in which | 


they had been shipped. 


On the 15th of October, the case was brought before the Court of Vice- ! 


Admiralty at Mauritius, when a Decree was pronounced condemning the vessel and 
emancipating the surviving negroes, who were at once apprenticed for terms 
varying from one 7 and upwards, according to their respective ages. 

It is supposed that this vessel when taken was awaiting dhows which were to 
bring more slaves for her, having left Zanzibar. where she had been lying at the 
back of the island for the purpose of completing her cargo, when warned of the 
arrival of Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra.” 

Although no claim was made for any national character, it was admitted by 
those on board that the vessel belonged to Spanish owners at the Havana, and that 
she was in fact the “ Manuela,” formerly the “Sunny South,” whose proceedings 
have already been brought to your Lordship’s notice. She is a fine vessel of about 
750 tons burden, built on the model of the celebrated yacht “ America,” and has 
been purchased for Her Majesty’s service by Rear-Admiral Sir Henry Keppel, for 
the sum of 2,560/. | 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 60. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 32, December 17, 1860. 


[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.) 





No. 61. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 1, January 3, 1861. 


(Slave Trade information.] 
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No. 62. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 2, January 23, 1861. 


(Slave Trade information.] 





No. 63. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 

(No. 4.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 18, 1861. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information and guidance, a copy of 
a note which I have received from Count Lavradio, the Portuguese Minister at this 
Court, announcing the es of Senhor Eduardo Augusto de Carvalho as 
Arbitrator, on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty, in the Mixed Commission 
Court at the Cape of Good Hope. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 64. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell—(Received March 4.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, January 3, 1861. 
WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no case has been adju- 
dicated by the Mixed Commission of which we are members, during the half-year 
ending December 31, 1860. 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


No. 65. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—( Received March 4.) 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO, FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 66. 


(No. 3,) Aer Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 4.) 
o. 3. 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 3, '861. 

WITH reference to instructions given to us by the Earl of Aberdeen’. despatch 
No. 2 of February 20, 1843, to transmit to the Foreign Office, at the end of each 
year, a certified copy of the Register of slaves emancipated by sent nce of this 
Mixed Commission, we have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no vessels 
with slaves on board have been brought before us during the year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1860. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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No. 67. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 4.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 3, 1861. 

WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Report drawn up by the 
Mixed Commission of which we are members, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article XI, Annex B, to the Treaty of July 3, 1842, between Great Britain and 
Portugal, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, relating— 

Ist. To the cases which have been brought before the Court for adjudication. 

2ndly. To the state of the liberated negroes. 

3rdly. To the treatment and progress made in the religious and mechanical 
education of the liberated negroes. 

We have also the honour to inform your Lordship that our Portuguese 
colleague is about to transmit a duplicate original of the Report to the Government 
of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No. 67. 
Annual Report of the Mixed Commission for 1860. 


IN pursuance of Article XI of Annex B to the Treaty concluded on the 3rd of July, 1842, between Great 
Britain and Portugal, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, by which it is stipulated that the Mixed 
Commissions shall transmit annually to each Government a Report, relating— 

Ist. ‘To the cases which have been brought before them for adjudication ; 

2ndly. To the state of the liberated negroes ; 

8rdly. To every information which they may be able to obtain respecting the treatment and the progress 
made in the religious and the mechanical education of the liberated negroes ; 

The Undersigned, members of the Mixed Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope, have the 
honour to report to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, and to the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty, that no case has been brought before them for adjudication during the year ending December 31, 1860 ; 
and that no negroes have been emancipated by Deerce of this Mixed Commission since its establishment. 


(Signed) GEO, FRERE. AL. DUPRAT. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
(Signed) Ws. Tasker Situ, fegistrar. 


Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, January 10, 1861. 





No. 68. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 4, March 5, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





No. 69. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 8, February 19, 1861. 


| Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 70. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 5, April 3, 1861. 
{Slave Trade information.] 





No. 71. o 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 9, March 16, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information. } 
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No. 72. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—(Received May 1.) 
(No. 10.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, March 19, 1861. 


WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that on the Ist of January last a 
barque-rigged vessel, then at anchor in Zanzibar Harbour, was delivered over to 
Commander Buckley, of Her Majesty's ship “ Persian,” by the Sultan, as being 
equipped for the Slave Trade, : 

This vessel, which had been captured by one of His Highness’ frigates, was at 
first supposed to be the “ Famosa Estrella,” of Barcelona. One of three papers 
originally found on board, was the register of a barque of that name; another 
paper was a clearance of a vessel of that name from Barcelona to Havana ; and the 
other a stamped paper containing the words “de la coryeta Espaiola ‘ Pamusa 
Estrella,” without any signature at all. 

On examination the vessel proved to be fully equipped for the Slave Trade; a 
slave-deck was laid, hatches were found with open gratings and bulkheads such as 
are usual in slave-vessels, boilers capable of cooking for 600 slaves, together with 
a very large quantity of water and slave provisions, with shackles and slave-irons. 
were also found on board. 

According to the captor’s affidavit, no name was perceptible on the vessel ; and 
one which had been formerly on her stern and bows, had been painted over and 
effaced. 

Her tonnage, on measurement, proved also to differ from that of the “ Famosa 
Estrella,” as mentioned in the papers of that vessel. 

Commander Buckley accordingly dispatched the barque from Zanzibar, on the 
€th of January last, for adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty Court here. She arrived 
on the 19th of February, having on board three men, part of the crew found on 
board her at the time of detention. 

The case was brought before the Vice-Admiralty Court on the 7th instant, 
when the Judge, Sir William Hodges, having gone over the circumstances, decreed 
the condemnation of the vessel, as entitled to neither flag nor papers, none of the 
persons detained on board appearing to claim her. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 73. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 6, May 5, 1861. 
(Slave Trade information. } 





No. 74. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to. Lord J. Russell.—(Received June 1.) 

(No. 11. 
My Vogt Cape Town, April 16, 1*31. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 4 of the 18th of February, transmitting to us a copy of a note addressed ‘+ 
your Lordship by Count Lavradio, the Portuguese Minister at the Court of 
St. James, announcing the appointment of Senhor Eduardo Augusto d+ Carvalho 
as Arbitrator, on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty, in this Mixed Commission 
Court. 

We have, &ce. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


cs i ee 
No. 75. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 12, April 16, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 
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No. 76. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 8, June 5, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





No. 77. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 13, May 15, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 78. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Lord J. Russell.—( Received June 26.) 


good and proper form. 
Senhor Carvalho afterwards took the oath of office prescribed by the Treaty, 
before his Excellency the Governor of the Colony. 
A record of these transactions have been daly entered on the Minutes of this 
Mixed Commission. 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 79. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 9, July 5, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





No. 80. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 15, June 11, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 81. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 10, August 5, 1861. 
"Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 82, 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
No. 11.) 
entlemen, Foreign Office, August 5, 1861. 

I TRANSMIT to you, for your information, and for communication to the 
Commanders of British cruizers on the Cape Station, the accompanying copy of a 
despatch from Mr. Baker, Her Majesty’s Consul at Barcelona,* containing informa- 
tion respecting a Spanish barque named the “ Maria,” which is muasiectet of being 
destined to be employed in the Slave Trade. 

T am, &c.. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





® Class B, No. 345. 
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No. 83. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell—(Received August 29.) 


o. 16. 
oe Lord, Cape Town, July 1, 1861. 
WE have the honour to oa go to your Lordship that no case has been adjudi- 
cated a this Mixed British and Portuguese Commission during the half year ending 
June 30, 1861. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 84. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 18, July 19, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.) 





No. 85. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 12, September 5, 1861. 
(Slave Trade information.] 





No. 86. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Lord J. Russell, No. 19, August 14, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 87. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 13, October 5, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 88. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell, No. 20, September 16, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 
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No. 89. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received November 1.) 


No. 21. 
vr red Cape Town, September 21, 1861. 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that the accounts received 
from the East Coast of Africa during the year now about to expire, all tend to 
show that the Slave Trade continues to be carried on to a very considerable extent. 

From the Portuguese possessions to the Southward we have no particular 
accounts, beyond a statement, on good authority, to the effect that the neighbour- 
hood of Quillimane is, as it were, depopulated by the exportation of so-called free 
emigrants to the French Settlements; a practice which our informant expects would 
continue, inasmuch as M. da Cruz Coimba, the agent for these transactions, was 
agus absent on a visit to the Island of Réunion, for the purpose, as was supposed, 
of entering into arrangements for their continuance. : 

The principal traffic from the Portuguese Possessions to the northward of 
13° south latitude is in slaves, who are shipped at acost of about 30 dollars a-head. 
At Ibo, Point Pangané, Matemo, Lambuo, Quisanga, and Quirimba, from 5,000 to 
ha segs were seen ready for embarkation, - 

Lass A, . 
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We regret to add that the Governor of Ibo, Major Siccard, favourably known 
to Her Majesty’s Government while Commandant of Tette, as most friendly and 
hospitable to Dr. Livingstone, and other members of the English Mission in 
Zambesia, and who has been hitherto considered to be opposed to the Slave Trade, 
=" oe certainly to countenance the traffic since his promotion to the Government 
of Ibo. 

At the Settlement also at Pomba Bay, established by Captain Romero, in 1858, 
we are informed that there is no traffic carried on except in slaves, who are kid- 
napped from the tribes in the neighbourhood, whence they are sent away to Ibo’ in 
the dhows employed in provisioning Pomba Bay ; that Settlement having proved a 
failure in regard to agriculture and legal traffic. 

A considerable portion of the traffic above mentioned is for the supply of the. 
French Settlements, the negroes being purchased on the mainland and taken to 
Comoro, where passports are procured, certifying them to be free emigrants from 
that island, an officer of the Imperial Government being usually on board to see that 
the laws of France are not infringed. 

From Johanna no export trade in slaves takes place, but domestic slavery still 
continues as formerly. 

Of the vessels indicated to us by your Lordship’s despatches as suspected, we 
have received no further information, except as regards the following :— 

First, the “Nightingale,” captured by the United States’ frigate “Saratoga,” off 
Congo, with 961 slaves on board. 

Second, the “Esperanca” from Barcelona, condemned here as prize to Her 
Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” in October 1860; the “Sunny South,” from the Havana, 
condemned at Mauritius, in October 1860, as prize to Her Majesty’s ship “ Brisk ;” 
and the “Famosa Estrella,” from Havana, condemned here in March 1861, as prize 
to Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Persian.” 

These are the only vessels of any size which have been seized by Her Majesty’s 
ships up to the end of August, but the present is about the season at which the 
larger vessels may be expected in search of cargoes of slaves for the Cuban markets. 
The “Esperanca” and “Famosa Estrelia” have been the only vessels which have been 
brought before the Vice-Admiralty Court in this Colony during the year: ‘we are 
informed, however, that no less than eighteen dhows have been taken that will 
shortly be brought before that Court for trial, and that others have been submitted 
to the Court at Mauritius, of which no particulars have as yet reached us. 

It is, we venture to submit, much to be regretted that only three vessels are 
available to check the Traffic. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 90. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 14, November 5, 1861. 
(Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 91. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell, No. 22, October 19, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information. ] 





No, 92. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 15, December 5, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.] 
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LOANDA. 





No. 93. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 26, 1861.) 


(No. 8.) 


My Lord, Loanda, October 10, 1860. 
AS Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner I have the honour to place before your 
Lordship the Report upon the Slave Trade, and matters eS with it, usually 
made up to the 3lst of December each year, but which Report is now to be closed 
on the 30th of September, by your Lordship’s command, conveyed in despatch 
No, 24 of the 18th June, in consequence of which it will only comprise a period of 
nine months of this year. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 93. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell. 


My Lord, Loanda, November 18, 1860. 
IN obedience to your Lordship’s despatch No. 24 of the 18th June of this year, commanding that in future 

the Report annually made by Her Majesty's Commissioner upon the Slave Trade shall be closed upon the 30th of 

September each year, instead of, as heretofore, on the 31st of December, I have the honour to place before your 


Lordship that document, observing only that it will necessarily this year embrace the period of nine months instead 
of twelve. ; 


I propose to detail to your Lordship— 

1. Some prominent difficulties which beset the British naval officers in the execution of their duties with 
relation to the Slave Trade. 

* 2. Some circumstances which tend to curb the zeal of officers employed in the United States’ squadron, 
together with a Return of the detentions and captures made by that force. 

3. I shall beg leave to examine the premises upon which are based the hopes of extirpating a Traffic 
obstructive to the advance of every social and elevated interest in the negro population of Africa. 

4. I shall venture to offer a few suggestions, possibly practicable, which may tend to assist in the suppression 
of the Slave Trade, and I shall notice some occurrences and practices attached to the question of slavery in this 

rovince. 

Before I proceed with these subjects, I beg to remark that I have observed in the Annual Report of Her 
Majesty’s Commissioner, dated February 25, 1860, a passage which applies to very general opinions respecting 
negro capacity ;* and that I feel confident your Lordship will approve an unreserved examination of those opinions, 
rather than accept the illiberal inference involved in the terminating passage of that paragraph. I will merely 
further observe that, either the Commissioner does not mean what he has there written, or, if meaning what 
appears in the paragraph alluded to, he condemns, first, Lord Brougham, and, secondly, his own friends here, 
whom he has highly eulogized for their mercantile enterprise,t but who, with his Lordship, believe in the + 
inaptitude of the negro for civilized life,t and, consequently, according to the Commissioner, are ‘ parties” who 
holding ‘these views, no doubt, far from aiding to promote the moral and intellectual culture of the Africans, 
consider it more expedient that they should be allowed to remain in their present state of ignorance and 
barbarity."§ , 

The Commissioner cannot, it appears, imagine compassion to be coexistent with discernment of defect. 

I now, my Lord, proceed to consider the difficulties which oppose the British naval officers in the performance 
of their duties upon the West Coast of Africa. 

If the faithfal prosecution of a service, unpromising of reward, replete with responsibility, destitute of 
brilliant distinction, and harassing in its nature, can give a claim to the approbation of the higher authorities, 
there are none more worthy of it than those who are employed’ in the command of Her Majesty's ships upon the 
West Coast of Africa ; forbearance, and a rigid sense of a humane duty, are incessantly conflicting in his mind, 
and embarrass his deliberations. 





* Annual Report, February 25, 1860, paragraph 28, concluding lines. * + Ibid., paragraph 31. 
¢ His Lordship’s expressed opinions. § Annual Report, February 25, 1860, paragrey : 
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The utility of the British cruizer is almost confined to the prevention of crime, without power to arrest the 
criminal; the offender may be for a time hindered, but the cruizer can effect little beyond. 

This arises, as is well known, in the unscrupulous use of the flag of the United States of America by any 
slave-trader who determines to avoid the interference of ships of war belonging to other nations with his pursuit. 

The determination of the United States’ Government to carry its flag inviolate is inflexible, although it may 
be covering an act against which the officers of that nation revolt. I have been assured that the Government 
would relax the prohibition which so greatly facilitates the operations of the slave-trader, was it not so encum- 
bered by a public feeling which is stubborn because totally ignorant of the reason for asking a relaxation. The 
masses who return the Representatives can only view examination of a ship under their flag as a humiliation, and 
the Representatives reflect that prospect, in spite of their own inclinations and better knowledge of the facts. 

I have been highly gratified by the kind reception I have met with in many interviews, not only with the 
United States’ Flag Officer Inman, but also from the officers commanding the ships under his orders upon this 
station. The Flag Officer, and those I have alluded to, while supporting in a most laudable manner the orders of 
their Government on this subject, have always expressed themselves with great indignation against a practice 
which they cannot themselves alter. Could any sufficient change be effected, I am satisfied that the officers of the 
United States’ navy would co-operate with those of Her Majesty’s ships in the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
with the harmony and vigour that distinguished Captain Brent, of the United States’ ship “ Marion,” in joining 
Captain Fitzroy for the protection of the factories at Kinsembo in March last. 

As the ready equipment and efficiency of Her Majesty’s ships now employed on this station is necessarily 
connected with the suppression of the Slave Trade, a notice of that subject may not be out of place in the Annual 
Report, although it might more directly belong to the consideration of the Board of Admiralty than to the office 
over which your Lordship presides. 

The first measure adopted by the Government of the United States upon the establishment of the well- 
appointed squadron now acting upon the coast, was the formation of a depdt for provisions, and other stores for its 
supply without leaving the station. 

This proceeding was so far good; still much delay and inconvenience is found in consequence of the ships 
not being able to anchor nearer than two and a-half or three miles from the depot, which is, I think, very objec- 
tionably situated in the city ; nevertheless it greatly expedites the preparation of the ships of war for regaining 
their stations. 

The only means by which the English vessels of war can be supplied are, first, by going to the Island of 
Ascension, distant about 1,600 miles, to reach which is easy, but to return occupies much time, as the wind is 
uniformly from the south-eastward. Any vessel of war detached to Ascension for supplies will not regain her 
cruizing-station under six or seven weeks at least. 

Stould the vessels of the squadron depend upon the transport “ Buffalo,” a small and very slow steamer, for 
provisions, it would be very doubtful when they would receive any, the “ Buffalo” having very recently been 
unable to make the passage from Ascension under forty days. Either of these methods are ill-adapted to meet 
the alacrity of the slave-ship. 

The system of coaling the steam-ships of war is also very creative of delay, because it has to be brought from 
the coal-shed on shore to the ship, a distance of a mile or a mile and a-half—a great obstacle to a rapid despatch, 
as the sea-breeze blows strongly during the day. 

Upon the arrival of a coal-ship on account of the English Government, the first step taken is to land the 
cargo, so that 500 tons or more are landed only to be removed again, both operations involving time and expense, 
as in each instance lighters and labour are hired, the first at the rate of 2/. sterling per day. the latter at about 1s. 
The consignee, who is Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner, has charge of the depét, and receives 2} per 
cent. on the value of the cargo, 6 per cen. on money advanced to pay expenses, and a small salary of 50/, per 
annum from Her Majesty’s Government; with the exception of the last sum named, these charges are paid by the 
contractor, or owner of the cargo, but of course fall upon the purchaser. I am not aware of any claim having 
been made for demurrage in consequence of undue delay. 

Under the present system, an English steamer of war seldom gets her required quantity of coal on board 
under three days, and sails on the fourth; during this time, excluding the day of coming up and that of returning, 
no vessel of war, necessarily, has occupied her station. A palpable opportunity is by this presented for the slave- 
ship to prosecute her avocation ; and it has been ascertained that the slave-traders so well have calculated the 
return of those periods of the absence of a cruizer, that no English or American ship of war leaves, excepting 
under sealed orders, now. 

One reason for sending the ships of war to St. Helena and Ascension is, that it contributes much to the 
renovation of the health of the crew; but once a-year this might be done just as usual, as the ship must have an 
annual refit, which no one would think of executing in this harbour. 

In order, therefore, my Lord, to obviate the inconveniences and delays which I have enumerated as inimical 
to the rapid equipment of the cruizers, and consequently favourable to the slave-ship, I beg to represent that no 
method could so completely and beneficially be adopted as that of having a depot-ship moored in the bay. The 
ship should be eapacious ; one of the old 74-gun ships would answer the purpose well. 

Attended by a steamer of war, the ship herself under jury-masts, sails and stores, which could be applied to 
the use of the crnizers upon her arrival, and dismantling, laden with coal, provisions, and stores, the depdt 
might reach this port in forty or forty-five days from England with ease, and the wants of the squadron would be 
ensured for a twelvemonth. I think the depét should be in charge of a Master in the Royal Navy, with such 
other assistance as might be deemed necessary. 

The crew should consist of thirty kroomen, which might be taken on board at Sierra Leone, with perhaps 
two or three good petty officers, to attend in the store-rooms, but the fewer of these men the better. 

With reference to the expense of such an arrangement, I think it would be little, if anything, more than it is 
under the present practice. 

The expense of lighters and labour would be abolished, the latter, of course, supplied by the kroomen. 

The coal could be purchased so much cheaper, as the consignee charge of 2} per cent. and the 6 per cent. 
charged on money advanced should also be abolished ; but an allowance should be made to the officer in charge in 
addition to his pay, in consideration of the important duties he would have to perform. 

The time saved in supplying the cruizers with stores would be very great, as two, or three even, might be 
alongside the depét-ship at the same time. The work which is now done in three full days I am satisfied might be 
accomplished in one day under the depdt system, for no naval officer will remain in this anchorage a moment 
longer than from necessity he must; consequently the slave-ships would be so much more trammelled in their 
movements. , 

I believe, my Lord, this subject has already, not recently, been laid before the Admiralty, but I do not 
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think with much earnestness, It is a matter worthy of great consideration, and there is not a naval officer here 
~~ with the service of the station who will not support my project, though of course we may differ in 
The activity of the United States’ squadron, and the consequences of certain verdicts in the United States’ 
Courts with reference to vessels charged with being fitted for the purposes of the Slave Trade, I now propose to 
consider, with your Lordship's permission. 

The extraordinary energy now put forward by the slave-traders of Cuba, and their alliances in the United 
States of America, and, in my opinion, in this province, surpasses, I believe, all former records of exertion in the 
Slave Trade. This is most observable, not only in the magnitude of the operations, but also in the precautions 
which peculiarly guard against the personal risk of punishment of those practically engaged on board the vessels 
fitted for, or, indeed, carrying slaves. 

The ingenious device of denying nationality throws over the officers and crews of these vessels a complete 
indemnification. None of them apparently belong to the nation of the capturing ship of war. The captain ie 
often stated to have been left behind, or as frequently appears as an innocent passenger. In short, there is no 
responsibility, although all on board have been engaged in the execution of a flagitious crime. 

The obstacle opposing itself to the zeal of the officers of the United States’ squadron on this station is the 
absence of any law defining what fittings or appurtenances shall constitute intentions to engage in the Slave ‘Trade. 
The Legislature of the United States delays to decide upon this simple question, and consequently the naval officer 
is left to exercise his own judgment. ‘ 

A very few days ago I was informed by Captain Colhoun, commanding the United States’ ship * Portsmouth,” 
that not only were the three vessels released which he had sent in for adjudication, but also two others detaiped 
by Lieutenant Leroy, commanding the United States’ steamer “ Mystic”? had been treated with the same 
indulgence. 

The judicial opinion given in the United States’ District Court was not favourable to the condemnation of 
the vessels, though the evidence produced at the trial left no doubt of their character, and the juries have shown 
great disinclination to declare persons on board such ships to be criminally engaged. 

Captain Colhoun authorized me to say that, in the absence of the required law, he would not again molest anv 
vessel unless he actually found slaves on board, and that other officers had formed similar resolutions. I under- 
stand the indemnification of an officcr in such cases is not much to be expected, and h's own resources might be 
quite unequal to meet the damages awarded against him, even if he could be supposed to enjoy such a pecuniary 
sacrifice to his zeal. ‘ 

So long as this reluctance to define the constitution of a slave-ship lasts, the opportunities of preventing the 
operations of a slave-trader from coming to maturity will be lost; the infamy must be positive, the intention will 
be tolerated, After the examples I have already cited, I am satisfied that the captures will in future bear no 

roportion to those which otherwise would be accomplished by the active and highly efficient squadron of the 
Jnited States employed on this coast. 

I can, my Lord, well remember, when in command of one of Ter Majesty's ships in these seas, the arrival 
of the Treaty declaring what fittings should constitute criminal intention with regard to engagement in the Slave 
Trade, and authorizing the seizure of vessels found with such fittings. I remained upon the coast till after 1837, 
and between the promulgation and my departure I never met with any vessel fitted for or carrying slaves, so 
perfect was that Treaty in its operation. ‘The import of slaves into Cuba had dwindled in number to about 3,000 
in consequence, I believe. 

It was then that the slave-trader, driven to his last resources, took shelter under a flag whose stern observance 
of inviolability actually invites its dishonourable use. 

The a of the officers of the United States’ squadron has been conspicuous in their endeavours to suppress 
the Slave Trade, but the destruction of this tratfic will materially depend first upon the courage of the United 
States’ Legislature to deal with the question of fittings ; and secondly, upon juries giving verdicts in accordance 
with evidence. 

[ close these observations, my Lord, by presenting a list, furnished to me by the United States’ Flag O.licer, 
William Inman, showing certain captures and detentions of vessels under the American flag :— 


Return of Vessels detained by the United States’ Squadron between September 25, 1859, and Oetober 10, 1860, 
West Coast of Africa. 












Whether with 















Capturing Ship. —————— et Other Notices. Officer Commanding 
Slaves. Fittings. 
Consteliation = Fitted ».-| Cuptared off Black Point se ws] Flag Officer, W. Taman, 
Captain Nicholas 
Ditto... 705 sas Captured near the River Congo + | Ditto, 
Portsmouth * ove Fitted —...| Captured off Black Point ve eee} Captain Colhoun. 
Ditto... je Ditto «| Captured in the River Congo... ...| Ditto. 
Ditto. oe Into «-.| Captured off Porto Praia, Cape de Verds, Ditto, 
Mystic .. < Ditto «| Captured in Cabinda Bay ve ses Lieutenant Leray 
Ditto... we Ditto «| Captured off the River Congo Into. 
Mohican .. if at ee ae ale i er tn 
i 619 ove ditto . woe ‘aptain Darvin, 
Dit 7 oo Ditto te aes Ditto, 





French Emigration of Negroes. 


Upon the 12th instant, the French Commodore commanding upon this station anchored for a few hours 
and communicated with Commodore Edmonstone. In consequence of the yellow fever being in the city, and 
the ships being in Bengo Bay, about eight miles distant, I could not go on board; I am, however, informed 
that the French officer stated with reference to the Negro Emigration Scheme, that it either had terminated or 
would terminate at a very early period. 


Provincial Information. 


In the sincerity of the Portuguese Government to abolish a system of forced labour, the term “carre- 
gadores” was ordered to be discontinued to the utmost possible extent; yet while the practice of coercion is 
continued here, the mere act of describing those men by any other term seems to me but a shallow — 
for concealing one of the heaviest national oppressions to which the negro population is subjected, and to whic 
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it submits with an endurance that may be sought in vain amongst other races. How millions of me with 

a murmur submit to be loaded, frecene ‘hundreds of miles, oe otharige passively suffer the tacenee boca te 
mules only in other regions where paths are used for roads and great internal traffic is carried on, is far beyond 
my power of explanation, if that apparent prostration of reflection is not indigenous. — i 

‘At the call of the Government, as in the military ssovemelts ‘of this year, or at the demand of the merchants 
for the country produce, the Chief summons the population and the required uumbers are driven in to be burdened 
with the warlike requirements of an expedition, or to be loaded with palm oil, bees” wax, ivory, Cetca and other 
produce in which they have scarcely an interest sufficient ‘to purchase a scant piece of salt fish or a handful of 
farinha ; for although a certain rate of remuneration was ordered by the Po: ese Government to be made to 
the “carregadores,” vet I believe I shall not err in stating that the Chief is made the depositary of the pay, and it 
may be easily imagined how sparingly he distributes it. i. 9 . 

On the 10th of October I saw this system in its full and | must say fatal operation; in the evening I had 
walked to the city, and meeting a train of certainly not less than 300, negroes, I waited close by to see them pass, 
and so far gain personal information of the working of the practice. ‘They were moving in a column six abreast ; 
there were tv-elve Portuguese soldiers armed, stationed at intervals on each side, one leading the way and two in 
the rear. The column had apparently come from a long distance, as the men appeared much distressed : a lad of 17 
or 18 years of age in the rear line was staggering, ratber than walking, in his endeavour to keep his place; 
suddenly he fell to the ground, the two soldiers guarding the rear raised him, and giving him in charge of 
two negroes they supported him along, his feet trailing on the sand ag they all proceeded to Fort San Miguel, where 
in half an hour this lad died. { ; ads , 

The men thus coerced to labour, if for the Government service, are kept in Fort San Miguel until required ; 
they are fed on the smallest amount of food that will sustain life, possibly a fish or a handful or two of farinha, as 
I believe I have already stated ; if wanted by the merchant, the only differpnce is they do not go to Fort San Miguel, 
but are housed in sheds round the yards which once imprisoned hundreds of slaves. 

While, my Lord, this system prevails, and while the orders of the Portuguese Government are loosely if at all 
complied with, the amelioration of the condition of the negro is but.a phantom thought ; in point of fact, the present 
practice with reference to the “carregadores,” by which term may be understood the male population, is 
poser less than a premium to the Chief for perpetuating that which the Decree of the King of Portugal 
condemns. 

This internal slavery is an absolute institution of the country, from which the population apparently no more 
think of withdrawing than do the people of England from the enjoyment of their freedom, But it is the foundation 
of the foreign Slave Trade ; for the Chief who has power to coerce has power to sell, and no one conversant with 
Africa can doubt his inclination. ; 

I now turn, my Lord, to the more pleasing task of reporting the activity of the officer commanding the small 
a schooner of war “ Don Pedro V,” the station for which vessel has been near and in the River 

ongo. 

The attention of this officer, Lieutenant Francisco Pedro Villar de Pinho, was called to the movements of the 
lanchas, or large coasting boats, by the frequency of their leaving the Punta da Lenha in the Congo river without 
cargo of any kind, but ostensibly with orders to proceed to Ambriz for goods suitable for the trade in that river ; 
he also observed that these lanchas returned in an unusually short time without anything on board, and when 
questioned explanations of a paltry nature were given. 

Following up his suspicions, this officer within a few days detained and sent for adjudication six Janchas before 
the Court of Mixed Commissions, a return of which I here subjoin :— 

Lanchas detained by the schooner of war “Don Pedro V:” 

“ Paquete,’ ad no flag or legal papers, transferred to the Tribunal de Prezas for trial; “ Palmerina,” 
discharged under Article X of Treaty, July 8, 1842; * Mista,” discharged under Article X of Treaty, July 3, 
1842; “ Ziger,” six slaves on board, condemned; “ Paquete de Moanda,” seventy slaves on board, coudemned ; 
“ Va-vo,” fitted illegally, «o :demned. 

I regret, however, to report that the ‘‘ Jiger”’ was stranded upon the passage to Loanda, near Loango, and 
that the three men to whom that lancha was entrusted, as also the slaves, have not been since heard of. 

The five last-named lanchas I have little doubt, in intention, were equally criminal, and the zeal of Lieutenant 
Villar de Pinho distinctly corroborates the opinion which Commodore Wise, lately relieved in the command of this 
station, entertained upon the practices of these lanchas, and upon which a correspondence in relation to them ensued 
with the Governor-General then here. 

I confess, my Lord, that I look with much suspicion upon the gi ae aap of these coasting craft; although 
they have been much commended as tending to the suppression of the use of ‘‘carregadores,"* yet that appears 
fallacious when it is so clear that the produce which before these men brought to I.oanda, they will now convey to 
the lanchas, and instead of making one long journey will make many shorter ones ; roads, carriages, oxen, and mules, 
can alone relieve the “ carregadore” while internal slavery is maintained. . 

So doubtfully are these lanchas regarded by the Provincial Government that an additional guard-hulk has 
been moved far out in the anchoragé by order of the Governor-General, at the representation of the Custom- 
house authorities, who, whether they suspect the vessels named as aiding in the Slave Trade or not, have little 
hesitation ‘in viewing their movements as ‘prejudicial to the revenue. , : 

The Cabinda tribe of negro, like the kroomen, have never been slaves, but unlike that invalnable class of 
African their moral standard is infinitely low: they drink to excess; theft, with. its companion, lying,. ia common 
with them ; and lunchas which have been eutrusted to their care they have purposely wrecked in order to appro- 
priate the cargo. 

These are the ouly natives on this coast who can be found at all equal to the management of a lancha, though 
even theit maritime knowledge never induces them cin ys Me lose sight: of the land ;. it is not surprising that 
natives of such character are at any time ready to aid the slave-trader in his pursuits ; consequently,.under the 
pretence of going for merchandise, they assemble at an appointed! place, embark the slaves for: the, vessel in waiting, 
and in an incredibly short time that veuvel is beyond the iiger meeting a veseel of war. 


Consideration of the Premises on which the Extinetion of African Slavery is based. 

The premises upon which British life and. treasure have been expended in unbounded efforts to release the 
African from his present state of unparalleled bondage, are, I believe, founded, first, upon the undeniable ground 
that no man has a right to enslave another ; and secondly, using the words of Her Majesty's. Commissioner, that 
“the African character ig as. susceptible of improvement and civilization in.a degree little inferior ta that of any 
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race of men.” Thé Commissioner adds, “ similarly circumstanced,” a condition which deprives the African of any 
benefit intended by the eulogy pronounced by the Commissioner, and therefore excluded by me. To argue on 
the first of these Lohnp aed is unnecessary to say, would be a mischievous absurdity—no man, justly, can enslave 
another—the problem Fequires'n6' solution. ; 

.: The second présents'a question’ upon whith we should be guided, not by an arrogant declaration in favour of 
African bag ge sr Civilized lifé on oné side, nor by a haughty denial of iton the other, if we really wish to 
arrive at the truth; still less should I be disposed to yield myself up to a peevish impatience of an opinion 
differing from my own, not as to the protection’ arid development of African freedom and character, but merely as 
to his intelleetual i ges Bd 

I shall be brief, my Lord, in endeavouring to display the grounds upon which I consider the negro has not 
responded to our efforts and hopes by any proportionate endeavour to improve his condition. 

e grandeur of the conception of thie abolition of slavery and its tyranny throughout the British Empire 
was in its execution a sacrifice of immense worldly interest at the altar of Christianity. 

_ It was supposed that the spirit of freedom once brought to the door of every negro hut would have awakened 
feelings of gratitude, industry, and a desire for moral and social advancement; those expectations have proved 
fallacious, and tropical cultivation in the Colonies has been performed by foreign labour. 

In Hayti a more conspicuous proof of indifference to all but mere freedom has distinguished the present 

possessors of what was French St. Domingo. 
_,_.,1n 1789 no Jess than 1,600 vessels entered the French ports of that island ;* the total amount of sugar exported 
in that year’ was 141,089,831 Ibs,; cotton, 7,004,274 Ibs.; in 1841, of sugar there were but 1,363 lbs., 
exported ; and of cotton, 1,591,451 lbs. Other productions have comparatively fallen; at this time sugar is 
actually imported into this portion of the island. 

_ In 1804, the negroes were in full possession of the French territory in Hayti; they had seen the practice of 
the French with reference to cultivation of the ground and manufacture of suger, yet in less than sixty years the 
cer soa has comparatively ceased, and the island has become, in their hands, little more than a superb and self- 
producing waste. 

I will, my Lord, turn to Africa. 

T have seen the negro through twenty-six degtees of latitude and one hundred of longitude ; my opportunity 
of making my observations have not been confined to the sea-coast, but whenever I have been in Africa I have 
met with the same wonderful profusion of natural fertility of country, and the same repulsive lassitude in the man, 
which if roused for a time, relapses into sloth when the momentary appetite is satiated. The Kroomen are the 
only Africans who not only seek labour, but engage for long ace and faithfully perform their work. 

The location of thousands of negroes in the Settlements upon the Gambia and Sierra Leone has not been 
attended by results at all equivalent to the care and instruction which has been extended to them. If civilization 
and Christianity has seriously taken root amongst them, it has not radiated beyond their limited precincts into the 
interior. 

In Monrovia the cunning of the free negro does no more than appropriate to his own use the labour of the 
less discerning native. 

Lagos appeared advancing in the pursuit of legal trade, under the supervision of an able officer, whose 
recent death is deeply to be lamented. There, certainly, an impression seemed to penetrate to the interior. 

In the River Bonny, in which a large legal trade was maintained during, and has superseded there, the Slave 
Trade, the practice of cannibalism exists, but is the privilege of the fetiche, or priests. In January 1860, on 
my passage to this place while waiting in the river, the skeleton of a native of a few days before was shown to me, 
the skull and other parts being supported upon sticks before the door of the fetiche-house. 

In Fernando Po the liberated Africans and others commonly send to the Chief of the Cameroons a “dash,” 
by which is understood a present, and in return a boy or girl is received, under the pretence of instructing them 
as house servants. So well aware was the Consul, Mr. Hutchinson, of this proceeding, that, at my suggestion 
in February last, when there, in my presence he proposed the precaution of registering those Cameroons then 
upon the island; and farther, to adopt measures to abolish the system. Liberated Africans surely should be 
the last to encourage any approach to sei 

T am largely trespassing upon your Lordship’s notice, but I feel the subject of African slavery will be 
admitted as my excuse; and I will only glance at the association which exists between the Chief and slave in 
the interior. 

Internal slavery is the groundwork of the foreign Slave Trade; and one of two courses must be accom- 
plished before civilization can find a oe amongst negro life: either the Chief must be brought to 
abandon his absolute power; or the negro himself must rebel against his habitual and merciless exercise 
of it. 

Her Majesty's Commissioner says—“ Teach the natives of Africa the benefits and blessings of freedom ; 
teach them the truths of Christianity ; give a steady impulse to habits of peaceful commerce and industry ;—and 
the foundation of the great evil will soon be sapped.”+ I think the Commissioner might have ventured even a 
happier prediction, for once succeed in teaching such inestimable institutions, and the entire aspect of Africa of 
necessity will be changed. . 

But this treatment of Africa is called for by the Commissioner as if the idea was new, when in reality it has 
been assiduously in practice for half a century, and its truest advocates are lamenting over the scarcely visible 
impression it has anywhere effected in Western Africa. . ; 

Undoubtedly continue this teaching—it may yet have a blessing; but in the meantime adopt measures that 
may prove no unworthy auxiliary. ' ’ . ; 

he Chief finds that by absolute rule he obtains all he wants. He is a selfish despot, steeped in sensuality. 
Civilized despots cling with tenacity to absolute power ; what, then, can be expected from the barbarian? The 
sanctity of a Treaty is only understood by the Chief while the presence of force overawes him, and that he fears 
punishment if the Treaty is infringed.. The River Niger Treaties afford now ample proof of this. 

The sole argument of the Chief I believe to be this :—I have power over my population; by selling them 
to strangers I obtain things I wish for. The country ee what other strangers want, but there is less 
difficulty in selling my population than in collecting produce. The Chief cannot see that he is living on the 
principal, instead of the interest, of his nation. ; ; 

These, my Lord, I believe to be the only arguments made use of by the Chiefs, and which have as yet 
resisted the promulgation of those invaluable institutions already mentioned. 
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I will now advert to the negro. Her Majesty's Commissioner is of opinion that “the Africans are as much’ 
alive to their own interests as any other race of men; and if we could only convince them that their condition 
would be improved by the discontinuance of the Slave Trade, that Trade would receive a mortal wound.”* It 
appears to me, my Lord, that if they were as much alive as any other race of men to their own interests, they 
would, like other races, long ago have thrown off internal slavery, and defied the approach of the slave-trader to 
their coast. The conclusion at which the Commissioner afterwards arrives is simply true. 

I believe, my Lord, the great obstacle to African improvement is the manner in which that vast continent 
is broken up into myriads of nations, each speaking a different language, and no one with friendly feeling to 
another. This is a natural barrier to the introduction of instruction with which it will be, as it has been, most 
difficult to contend. 

I think this to be one chief cause of the passive state of the negro from time immemorial to the present 
day. Should he attempt to throw off his shackles unsuccessfully, there is no friendly or free nation to which he 
can fly for safety. 

Millions of Africans, comprising the population of Western Africa, have not proiuced one instance of a 
patriotic leader. Institutions in aid of learning, arts, and science, are utterly unknown. Invention—that divine 
and natural gift which, unbidden, suddenly flashes some wondrous application upon minds of other races—has never 
animated the features of the negro. 

Africa has shown itself hostile to the introduction of foreign industry. 

Though the country is labouring under the load of its infinite fertility, and spontaneous productions; 
though its mineral resources—gold, copper, and iron—have largely discovered themselves to the explorer, yet the 
very Chiefs and natives have opposed, and now are opposing, every movement tending to their extraction. The 
extremely rich quartz ranges in the interior, north of Elmina, Cape Coast Castle, and Accra, give fatal evidence 
of African jealousy, selfishness, and ignorance. The recent endeavours to expel the Portuguese from the mines of 
Bembé in this province corroborates the belief of those feelings being indigenous. They cannot see that by 
allowing foreign skill to labour where their ignorance denies them the power, that untold numbers would be 
enriched ; for the first labourer is but the agent of science, art, and refinement. The consequence is, that they 
remain unenlightened, and we, instead of trading with millions, trade but with thousands. 

If, my Lord, slavery is, as many say it is, the cause of the present prostration of the negro, dulls his per- 
ception, and breaks down his energy of mind, it may be asked, How is it that the Chiefs, who never were slaves, 
are not one jot nearer civilization than are the slaves they sell or immolate, as at Ashantee and Dahomey? But. 
my Lord, are those who know the truth of my representations to be esteemed as persons who consequently would 
abandon the negro “to his present state of i:norance and barbarity ?”+ My object is, on the contrary, to show 
your Lordship that in relying so much on Africen Chiefs and negroes, we have fallen into error, and that as the 
slave-traders have adopted new means of carrying on their Traffic almost with impunity, so the nations of the 
world repudiating the Slave Trade may with cenfidence be called upon to enact additional means of counteracting 
such heartless proceedings. 

With sincere diffidence, my Lord, I proceed to offer some suggestions for increasing the present means of 
operating for the suppression of the Slave ‘I'rade. 

The two great obstacles which oppose the suppression of the Slave Trade appear to me— 

Ist. To be the illegal use of the flag of the United States, combined with the absence of a law defining what 
fittings or other peculiarities shall declare a vessel to be engaged in the Slave Trade. 

2ndly. The apparent unwillingness of the jurics in the United States to imagine any fittings or unusual 
equipment to constitute a slave-ship in the absence of such a law. 

The first obstacle, my Lord, appears irremovable so long as the United States will insist upon the flag 
conveying immunity from right of search by foreign ships. The right of visit amounts to very little, for if the 
regularity of the papers cannot be challenged, the hold may with safety be full of slaves, so far as any foreign 
ship of war is concerned. 

Possibly there may be means of counteracting the effect of the existing obstacles, though the attainment of 
them may be attended by the most delicate and persuasive management. 

It is clear, I believe that the higher authorities in the United States are really opposed to the Slave Trade, 
however much they may palliate slave-labour in the Southern States. This feeling is strongly pronounced by the 
zeal with which the Law Officers of the Government have carried through the prosecution of vessels seized under 
a charge of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The naval officers of the United States are only rivalled by those of Her Majesty's ships in their zeal for 
suppressing both the unjustifiable use of the American flag and the object which that use of it is intended to aid. 

The juries alone appear to throw even conclusive evidence of a guilty purpose aside, so long as there is no 
law defining what shall implicate a vessel in the Slave Trade short of actually having negroes on board. : 

To mask the prejadicial power of the juries, there appears to me one method; and it may be found in 
throwing the trial and judgment of cases involving slavery into the hands of men who have always maintained a 
high character in the United States for intelligence, unflinching firmness, and integrity ; I mean, my Lord, the 
Supreme Judges, of whom they are, I believe, ten, who, unlike the Judges of the State Courts, are appointed by 
the President, with the advice of the Senate. = 

I should suggest the formation of a Court from the number of these Judges, invested with powers similar to 
the Courts of Mixed Commissions, their decisions being secured from appeal, unless either of the parties should 
desire a further hearing, in which case the appeal should be made to the whole body of the Supreme Judges, whose 
decision should be final. 

This power of appeal to a body of which the United States is justly proud, might soften objections ready to 
be raised against a Court deciding withont a jury. 

With the power of confiding their cases to such a Court, the officers of the United States’ navy would 
fearlessly, which they cannot now, and conscientiously, as they already have, send for trial every vessel under their 
flag which they found fitted for the Slave Trade. 

The absence of a law to define what actually constituted slave fittings would be overruled by the power of the 
Court itself to decide the question, and thus establish precedents for future proceedings. : ; 

I leave the United States’ case here, repeating, my Lord, my sense of the delicacy with which any suggestion 
of the subject could be laid before the Government of that very sensitive nation. eres f 

I now, my Lord, undertake to offer some considerations with reference to the possibility of engaging the 
Government of Portugal more efficaciously than at present it is in the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

Your Lordship may, perhaps, remember that in a former despatch 1 stated the Portuguese Government would 
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be unable to protect the coast north of Ambriz to the River Congo from the operations of the slave-trader, were 
all objections to its _ ruled by that nation removed ; I still maintain firmly that opinion, unless under certain 
conditions Portugal ne it be disposed to accept the undisputed sovereignty of it. 

The practice of the Portuguese Custom-house here has, with very few exceptions, driven all foreign trade 


to parts of the coast where it does not prevail; were the duties, especially those upon exports, the first altered, the 
second abolished, Iam disposed to assert the trade would very atk Gat aion, and with eS the revenue. 
Assuming the foregoing position, { proceed to lay my views before your Lordship, in perfect confidence that 
they will be received kindly, though they may be condemned for their impracticability :— 

Ist. I propose that Portugal should abolish the existing export and import duties on their coast, and adopt 
the practice of Cape Coast Castle—a fixed duty on all species of merchandise. 


2ndly. All vessels trading to the African dominions of Portugal to be restricted to the use of certain ports 
to be hereafter named. 

Srdly. All vessels arriving in any one of these ports having on board a certificate showing that her owners 
have agreed to give all foreign ships of war the right of search when within three miles of the*land, and not within 
range of the guns of any Portuguese fort, shall be privileged to enter and land the cargoes upon paying a duty of 

per cent. The engagement above-mentioned having been equally attested in the port from which such vessel 
sailed, and registered in the Custom-house of the port in which she has arrived afterwards. 

4thly. The engagement must not be liable to withdrawal during the present voyage. 

5thly. All vessels entering any of these ports, and not carrying such an engagement, must pay duties 
amounting to one half more than those sailing under it. 

I can, my Lord, easily imagine the difficulty of arranging such a Treaty. 

It may be urged that slave-ships would not care about a differential deer, because they never intended to 
engage in legal trade. I reply, that by not taking the certificate they admit their avocation, and become marked 
vessels upon the coast; and also being restricted to certain ports, would be liable to capture if found in the exercise 
of illegal habits elsewhere upon the coast in question. 

The jealousy with which the United States guards her flag would be evaded, because the privilege of search 
— be conceded by the owners of the vessel; but if the owners held out against it, they would trade at a great 
disadvantage. 

The pride of Portugal might be offended at the proposition to allow a right of search in her waters, but the 
acquirement of territory might tend to quiet any disturbed feeling. 

Under such a system the whole coast might be completely guarded, for every ship of war would be virtually a 
Portuguese cruizer, 

Feeling that I can scarcely hope to have produced anything which can be matured into a useful purpose, I do 
not enter into details which would indeed demand much consideration, for the officer commanding a foreign ship of war 
should be invested with certain powers in the event of meeting a vessel acting illegally, within the conditions upon 
which trade upon that territory was proposed by Portugal ; but with a conviction of my inability to do more than 
trace a very faint outline of an endeavour to load the Slave ‘Trade with an additional restraint, | have ventured to 
bring some rough material, with the quality of which I am unacquainted, to be analysed, confident that if it 
contains the most remote value, it will be extracted by the master-mind to which I have the honour to submit 
it for inspection. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No, 94. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner, No. 1, January 23, 1861. 


(Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 95. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner, No. 3, February 23, 1861. 


[Slave Trade information.] 
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No. 96. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissiener to Lord J. Russell, No. 1, January 7, 1861. 


[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information. } 
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No. 97. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 14.) 
(No. 2. 
My Sek Loanda, January 7, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. J. W. Brown arrived 
here from England upon the 5th instant, and resumed the execution of his duties 
as Vice-Consul, and Clerk to the British portion of the Court of Mixed is aaa 
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established in this city, in virtue of the Treaty signed at Lisbon on the 3rd of July, 
1842, for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 98, 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 10.) 


(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 21, 1661. 

I BEG to report to your Lordship the particulars of the cases of two vessels, 
with reference to the Slave Trade. . 

First. That of the Portuguese brigantine “ Equimina,” seized in this harbour 
by the Portuguese brig of war “ Pedro Nunez.” ‘That vessel had returned from a 
coasting voyage, and having landed her cargo of country produce, remained in the 
anchorage without attracting any suspicion. 

One morning at daybreak the officer of the watch on board the “ Pedro 
Nunez” observed a boat drifting by, having apparently only two negro boys in her 
without oars or other means of moving her. 

Under the supposition that these boys had accidentally got adrift, a boat was 
sent to their assistance. When brought on board the “ Pedro Nunez,” they stated 
that they had in the night crept from the hold of the brigantine, got into the boat 
lying astern, let go the rope, and allowed her to drift with the tide, hoping it might 
carry them onshore. They also said with them some negro men had been embarked 
in the same brigantine, and that they were ironed. 

The oflicer commanding the * Pedro Nunez” immediately sent a boat to the 
vessel indicated by the boys. Upon examination nine negroes were found as 
described by them. The brigantine was immediately seized, and subsequently 
condemned in the Court to which she was sent for trial. The defence set up was 
that the negroes had been sent on board to clean the vessel. 

I submit, my Lord, that the inference to be drawn from this case is not favour- 
able to the watchfulness of the authorities in this city, for the seizure of the 
“Equimina” was based upon mere accident rather than upon a well-organized 
system of observation. 

Secondly. The escape of the French barque “ Don Juan,” with a large cargo of 
negroes, has taken place from Malemba, 

Your Lordship will recognize this vessel as one of those upon the denounced 
list; and I think the case will be best described by the unofficial communication 
written to me upon the subject by Lieutenant Gibbons, commanding Her Majesty’s 
ship ‘Sharpshooter,” an officer who loses no opportunity of extending his infor- 
mation upon Slave Trade questions, or of imparting to the proper authorities that 
which he obtains. 

The practice of the “ Don Juan,” namely, that of clearing, under the French 
lag, for an Eastern port, to embark coolics, appears to be superseding that of 
using the American ensign to cover the real object of the voyage, it having not 
only been found to remove these vessels farther from interruption, because the 
number of French cruizers is upon a very limited scale upon this coast, and these 
are principally used for the mail service. 

Indeed, those cruizers which are not French are scarcely avoided, as it appears 
that slave-fittings are legally carried by ships going for coolies. Both Captain 
Godon, commanding the United States’ ship ‘‘ Mohican,” and Lieutenant Gibbons, 
upon meeting with the ‘ Don Juan,” were courteously invited on board, and every 
preparation for carrying coolies, as the Captain said, was exposed. Neither officer 
at all doubted the real object of the “Don Juan,” but, excepting the heading of the 
register, © République Francaise,” there was nothing in the papers of that barque 
to create an objection. 

To me, my Lord, this practice appears the most difficult of any with 
which Her Majesty’s Government has had to cope, because it appeer completely 
to overrule the necessity of concealing the preparations required for the reception 
of slaves. Ifa few successful cases occur, I fear it will be very frequently adopted, 
not only by French vessels, but by others also; and we may hear of Spanish and 
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Portuguese ships clearing out for coolies, if by so doing the Treaty respecting 
vessels fitted for taking slaves on board can be evaded. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) fH. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 98. 
Lieutenant Gibbons to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


( Extract.) * Sharpshovter,” Jan ‘ry 7, 1861. 

I BOARDED the French barque “ Dun Juan,” on the 7th of December last, in latitude G° 42’ south, 
longitude 11° 13’ east; she had no name on her stern or on any other part of the ship; her register, which 
described her to be the “ Don Juan,” of Havre, was headed “ République Francaise 2” that was suspicious, so I 
asked for further proofs of her nationality, and was shown his rdle ad équipage, which was signed by the 
French Consul at the Havana: I mustered her erew by it; they were apparently all Frenchmen (except one, 
a Chinese), twenty-six in number. The master (Gallet) said he was bound to Macao for a cargo of coolies, and 
showed me a charter-party, signed by two merchants of Havana, named Cambell and Gremont (or something like 
those names), to that purpose, also saying that everything she had on board was for the use of coolics. TL saw no 
signature of any official to it, which I fancied it ought to have had. The master's passport was dated at Havre, 
April 1860. Her deck below was clear, and apparently all ready for slaves or coolies ; below that she had water- 
casks, and the hatchways protected by iron rails; she is barque-rigeed—not ship, as stated in the Foreign Office 
list—chequered sides, with a short fore-top-gallant mast, no royals; clumsy looking; has been a whaler, 
apparently, 

The reason given me by the master for being on this coast was, that somebody of the French emigration 
depét, entrance of the Congo, owed him money, which he had been for. . 

I sighted hita on the 10th, about twenty miles north-cast of his former position; there was hardly any wind 
in the meantime. cits 


(Signed) CHARLES GIBBONS. 





No. 99. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell. — (Received April 10.) 


(No. 8.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 22, 1861. 

[ BEG leave to bring under your Lordship’s consideration a new system which 
appears to be upon trial amongst the slave-traders in Europe and America, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the possibility of openly employing ships upon this coast in 
perfect preparation for receiving slaves on board; yet defying at the same time the 
enactments of the treatics and laws now in existence for suppression of the Slave 
Trade. 

My attention has, my Lord, been called to this question by the information 
given tome by Lieutenant Gibbons, commanding [er Majesty’s ship “Sharpshooter,” 
whose letter respecting the French barque “ Don Juan” J have inclosed in my 
despatch No. 7 of January 21st, which will accompany this. 

By this letter your Lordship will sce that the “ Don Juan” left Havre 
apparently in April 1860; that at the Havana the French Consul signed her 
réle d’équipage ; her destination is represented to be Macao for coolies. She had a 
charter-party in support of that pursuit ; one deck below was clear for the reception 
of coolies, water-casks were below this deck, the hatchways were unusually fortified 
with iron rails round them; and the master, concealing nothing, said all this had 
been done in preparation for taking coolies on board at Macao. 

In explanation of his being found off the River Congo, the master stated that 
he was collecting money which there some persons owed him. 

Here then, my Lord, is a vessel boldly exhibiting every fitting and preparation 
which by law constitutes a slave-ship, hovering about the coast apparently in no 
fear of molestation froma ship-of-war belonging to any nation; for the “ Don Jum” 
did not attempt to avoid either the American corvette “ Mohican” or Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Sharpshooter,” although the nationality of both was unknown. 

1 submit to your Lordship that hence arises the following question; namely, 
Should one of Her Majesty’s ships detain and send here a Portuguese vessel, not 
having slaves on board, but otherwise as completely under the circumstances of the 
‘ Don Juan” as possible ; would the Treaty of J uly 3, 1842, justif the condemnation 
of that vessel when she presents papers perfectly regular, professing that she is 
bound to Macao for coolies, and that she is fitted to receive them ? 

I am not, my Lord, asking this question from any difficulty in ion ” case 
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on my own part, for the fact of a vessel hovering about as the “ Don Juan” was 
stamps her conduct with the most glaring suspicion of criminality, which must be 
allowed its great value when such documents as treaties and papers legally regular 
stand opposed to each other before the Judges. 

But, my Lord, should such a case occur here, it is by no means unlikely that 
the opinions of the,Commissioners may differ ; recourse must then be had to arbi- 
tration, and as the arbitration is decided upon by casting lots I cannot blind myself 
to the possibility of the performance of the duties of that office falling where the 
improbability of the truth of a statement offered in explanation of the extraordinary 
position of the vessel, as connected with her destination, would not be allowed any 
weight, when opposed to the bare fact of the master holding papers legally 
regular. . 

' Under this view 1 have sought the support of your Lordship to arm the Com- 
missioners with the opinions of the Law Officers of the Crown, should your Lord- 
ship deem the question worthy the consideration of those high authorities ; for J 
can have no doubt of the readiness of many persons inthis city to avail themselves 
of any opportunity of engaging in the Slave Trade whenever a reasonable prospect 
of security by evasion of the laws shall present itself. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 


No. 100. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.-—(Received April 10.) 


(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 24, 1861. 

{ HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on the 20th instant the 
officer commanding the Portuguese palhabote of war “Don Pedro V” again 
distinguished himself by preventing two lanchas from consigning to slavery, as 
near as he could determine, about 150 negroes, all of whom had been embarked for 
the purpose of being conveyed to the rendezvous of the ‘‘ Visto,” a slaver known to 
be on the coast. 

I beg to inclose the letter addressed to the officer commanding the naval 
station of Angola, by Senhor Franco P. Vellar de Pinho, Commander of the 
“ Don Pedro V ;” by this letter your Lordship will see some lamentable details of 
loss of life, altogether attributable to the direct Slave Trade, but still connected 
with the French emigration system, which, whatever may be its merits or demerits, 
will never by the native Africans be distinguished from the Slave Trade, and will, 
therefore, eminently encourage that Traffic. 

Thirty-three only out of the whole number have been rescued from drowning 
or slavery, and these have been placed in charge of the Department of Public 
Works ; one Cabinda, who formed part of the crew of one of the lanchas, having 
been taken, is now imprisoned in the jail. The lanchas having both been destroyed 
either by the fire of the “ Don Pedro V,” or otherwise by the surf, the Court of 
Mixed Commission will assemble to pass a formal sentence upon them, and to 
perform the necessary duties with reference to the rescued negroes. 

There is, however, my Lord, apparently an important object gained by the 
capture of these negroes ; for, according to Senhor Franco P. Vellar de Pinho, both 
these lanchas, together with the negroes captured or lost, belonged to Senhor Pam- 
plona, whose proceedings with reference to the Slave Trade are so well known in 
the office over which your Lordship presides. 

As this person is now claiming damages, through the Government of Portugal, 
from that of England on account of the destruction of the lancha “ Barboleta,” and 
for defamation of character by connecting him with the Slave Trade, for which 
latter injury he demands 500/., I have thought it desirable to send a duplicate of 
this despatch, accompanied by a copy of Senhor Vellar de Pinho’s letter, to Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, by the Portuguese mail-steamer, to leave this harbour 
on the 8th of February. 

Your Lordship will allow me to state that Pamplona is now in the United 
States for the purpose, it is said, of residing there a sufficient period to enable him 
to claim naturalization papers, and then return here. 

With reference to this measure my opinion is that his object in becoming a 
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citizen of the United States is to enable him to work his lanchas on the north of the 
Portuguese territory under the American flag, and so render them free from 
molestation by the small Portuguese, hardly larger than lanchas, and little likely, 
as they creep along the coast with negroes for any slaver, to be observed by the 
larger cruizers of the United States. 

1 am happy to have it in my power to state to your Lordship that for some 
time there has not been more than Portuguese vessel of war here at any one time, 
and now there is but the “ Mary Anna,” steamer, whose machinery is out of order ; 
the rest are cruizing. 

I trust your Lordship will allow me to offer to your very favourable notice the 
judgment and zeal with which Senhor Franco Vellar de Pinho has, for some 
considerable time, in a small cruizer, continued to harass the operations of the slave- 
traders about the entrance of the River Congo, and to mention that within a short 
period that officer has sent eight lanchas for adjudication, five of which have 
without a question been engaged in the Slave Trade, and two of the other three 
were, at least for some months, debarred from the exercise of their culpable 
pursuits; and I further take the liberty of stating to your Lordship that his Excel- 
lency the Governor-General informed me that it was his intention to mention 
Senhor Franco Vellar de Pinho in a prominent manner to the Government of 
Portugal, by the mail which will leave this harbour on the 8th of February. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 101. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell, No. 10, February 4, 1861. 


[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information. ] 


No. 102. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—( Received April 10.) 


(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 7, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that his Excellency Sebastiio 
Lopez de Calheirose Menezes arrived in this bay yesterday, and that his Excellency 
has this, morning formally assumed the government of the Province of Angola with 
its dependencies. 

The late Governor-General having been appointed to the government of the 
Cape de Verd Islands, will proceed there about the _ of this month. 

have, &c. 


(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 103. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell_—(Received April 10.) 


(No. 10.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February &, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a letter | received 
on the 5th instant from the late Governor-General, informing me that an English 
brig named “Lord of the Isles” had been detained in Great Fish Bay by the 
Portuguese authorities, and brought into this port for trial by the schooner of war 
‘Cabo de Verd,” under suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I have, my Lord, this day visited the “Lord of the Isles,” and I find that vessel 
to be one of a small number employed in a fishery established by Messrs. Granger, 
English merchants residing at the Cape of Good Hope, whose vessels catch and dry 
fish upon the coast about Great Fish Bay, afterwards carrying them to the 
Mauritius. ; 

There is not the slightest approach to a vestige of slave-ship fittings on board 
the “Lord of the Isles;” her papers are regular; and in order apparently to prevent 
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any undue interference from Portuguese authorities, the vessel bears a certificate 
~ by the Chevalier Duprat, the Portuguese Commissioner and Consul at the 

ape of Good Hope, explaining the fact of their being thirteen Cape fishermen on 
board, in addition to the regular crew. 

The Portuguese have, however, seized the “ Lord of the Isles” upon the plea 
of her having more than the necessary number of water-casks on board, probabl 
in ignorance of the arid nature of the coast upon which the vessel was en «| 
and which rendered necessary the extra quantity of water to be brought from the 
Cape when she sailed. 

Nevertheless, the owners of the “Lord of the Isles” by their great want of 
caution have brought upon themselves the present detention of that brig, by not 
having placed the extraordinary number of casks upon the manifest, and by 
neglecting to obtain a Custom-house certificate with reference to them; I believe, 
however, it will be found by measuring the casks, that the water capable of being 
carried in them will not exceed what would be absolutely necessary for the number 
of persons shown to be legally on board, 

The trial will be brought on with as little delay as possible, but some will 
be entailed by the heavy engagements of the newly appointed Governor-General, 
who must sit as Portuguese Commissioner, 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 103. 
The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


( Translation.) 
Sir, Palace of Government, Loanda, February 5, 1861. 

I HASTEN to inform you that the English merchant-brig “ Lord of the Isles,” has been brought into this 
port by the Portuguese schooner “ Cabo de Verd,” at the instance of the local authorities of Mossamedes, who 
find grounds for suspecting her to be engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The vessel is in charge of the Naval Department of this Province, and will be adjudicated in the competent 
Court. 

God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) CARLOS AUGUSTO FRANCO. 





No. 104. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner, No. 6, April 23, 1861. 


[Slave Trade information. ] 





No. 105. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 14, 1861. 

1 TRANSMIT to you, for your information and guidance, a copy of a letter 
from Mr. Sandford, Secretary to Her Majesty’s Commissioners for the Exhibition 
of 1862, inclosing copies of a circular despatch addressed by Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, to the Governors of the British Colonies, 
together with copies of the last decisions at which Her Majesty’s Commissioners 
have arrived for the regulation of the Exhibition in question; and you will perceive 
that Her Majesty’s Commissioners have expressed a wish that the commercial 
resources of Western Africa should be represented at the Exhibition, and I have 
accordingly to instruct you to use your best exertions to procure good examples of 
every description of raw produce yielded by the country within your jurisdiction, 
and to cause the same to be carefully transmitted for exhibition in London within 
the time specified by Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 15, 1861. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 8 of the 22nd of January last, suggesting 
that the opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown should be taken upon the question 
whether a vessel under Portuguese colours arriving on the coast of Africa, fitted in 
every respect as a slaver, but having her papers perfectly regular and professing to 
be bound to Macao for coolies, would be liable to capture and condemnation under 
the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, between this country and Portugal for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I have in reply to state to you that the equipment Articles of the Treaty in 
question are very distinct pe clear, and if a Portuguese vessel, or a vessel 
belonging to any other country with which Great Britain has a Treaty for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, were to be found out of her course on the African 
coast furnished with any of the articles specified in the Treaties as suspicious, such 
vessel, although she might be furnished with regular papers, would be liable to 
seizure and to condemnation, unless her master could account satisfactorily for being 
found out of his course, and prove that he was bound on a legal voyage. 

The Portuguese authorities have hitherto been careful, when a vessel is 
proceeding to any of the Portuguese possessions equipped in a manner likely to 
render her liable to suspicion, as for instance in the case of a vessel carrying troops 
or convicts, which would necessarily be furnished with a larger proportion of food 
and water than would be required for an ordinary merchant-vessel, to furnish such 
vessel with an official pass, a copy of which has usually been communicated to this 
office, with a request that the vessel if met by a British cruizer may be allowed to 
pass unmolested. 

Any case, however, of the nature described by you which may come before the 
Mixed Commission Court for adjudication must be decided on its merits, and 1 do 
not see the utility of taking the advice of the Law Officers of the Crown upon a 
hypothetical case. 

lam, &c. 


(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No. 107. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Maesty’s Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 15, i861. 


IN your despatch No. 7 of the 31st of October last you reported the detention 
by the Commander of the Portuguese schooner of war “ Pedro V” of six large 
coasting boats for being engaged in the Slave Trade, three of which you state were 
condemned in the Mixed Commission Court, two were acquitted, and the third you 
report was referred for adjudication to the Tribunal de Prezas. 

I have not yet received from you any reports of the proceedings of the Mixed 
Commission Court, which resulted in the condemnation or acquittal of each of ti ese 
vessels, nor have you reported in what manner the slaves captured in the “ Tigqy ” 
and “ Paquete de Moanda,” two of the condemned vessels, were disposed of; «id I 
have to desire that you will supply these omissions with as little delay as possible, 
and that you will also inform me why these reports were not made at the proper 
time. 

Lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 108. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received May 21.) 
(No. 11.) 


My Lord, Loanda, March 8, 1861. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 8th of February last, reporting to your 
Lordship the arrival in this harbour of the English brig “Lord of the Isles,” detained 
by the Portuguese authorities at Mossamedes under suspicion of being connected 
with the Slave Trade; I have the honour now to state that the indisposition of his 
Excellency at first, and the necessity afterwards of visiting Benguela and Mos- 
samedes upon important provincial business, obliged him to confide the performance 
of the duties of the Portuguese Commissioner to the highest legal authority of this 
province, the President of the Court of Relagdens ; consequently, the sitting of the 
Court of Mixed Commissions was deferred until the 5th instant, when it met, and 
the Judge acting with me proposed a conference, in which he expressed b's opinion 
that the case of the “Lord of the Isles” was one over which the Court of Mixed 
Commissions had no jurisdiction. 

I stated that upon the following day I should be prepared to give my opinion 
upon the view taken by the Judge, and the Court was then adjourned. 

At noon on the 6th instant the Court again met; and having in the interval 
considered the arguments of the Judge, the Articles of the Treaties bearing upon 
the question, and the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, I concurred with the 
Judge that the Court of Mixed Commissions had no jurisdiction in this case, the 
detention of the “ Lord of the Isles” having been effected within the limits of the 
harbour of Mossamedes in the dominion of Portugal. 

A protest was put in by the advocate for the accused, and the Court adjourned. 

In the inclosed copies of the proceedings of the Court upon the 5th and 6th 
instants, your Lordship will find a copy of the protest, together with the reasons 
which induced the Court to adopt the decision that I have now the honour tu 
report. 

The papers relating to this case have consequently been returned to the Pro- 
vincial Government, and the trial will take place, if at all, in the Tribunal de Prezas. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 108. 


Minute of Session of March 5, 1861, of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at St. Paul de 
Loanda. 
( Translation.) 

ON the 5th day of March, 1861, were assembled in one of the saloons of the General Government’s Palace, 
actually serving for the sessions of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission, his Excellency the Counsellor 
Dr. Luiz José Mendes Affonso, President of the Court of Appeal at Loanda, Acting Commissioner for His Most 
Faithful Majesty in the Mixed Commission, by the legal impediment of his Excellency the Governor-General of 
the Province, who is absent, being actually in the south of the Province at Benguella and Mossamedes, as is duly 
mentioned in the record of the session of the 2nd of March last; the Arbitrator on the part of Her Britannic 
Majesty, Sir Henry Huntley, Acting Commissioner, the duly sworn-in Interpreter, Albert Schut, merchant, of 
this place ; Germano Pereira do Valle, advocate of the seized, duly authorized by an act of attorney as defensor 
of the English brig “ Lord of the Isles,” seized in the harbour of Mossamedes, suspected of Slave Trade. 

The tribunal being so constituted for the trial of the above-mentioned vessel, the Portuguese Commissioner 
siid that he proposed a private conference, in which he expressed his opinion as to the incompetency of the tribunal 
for the trial of this vessel, his opinion being founded on the following principles :— 

That it is proved, by the annexed documents, that this vessel was detained by the fiscal authorities of the 
Custom-house at Mossamedes, when at anchor in that harbour, under the vigilance and fiscalization of that 
Department, in conformity with the Portuguese fiscal arrangements, and that she was seized for being suspected 
of «nraging in Slave ‘Trade, in contravention of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836; 

That this vessel was denounced by the Commander of the Portuguese cruizer “‘ Cabo Verde,” at an anchor 


in the above-mentioned harbour, as stated in his confidential letter at folio ae . : 
That in consequence of this denunciation the Governor of Mossamedes authorized the said cruizer to search 
the vessel, which was done, as stated in the information at folio 3 


, That after this search the Collector of the Custom-house proceeded to a second one, as stated in the official 
etter at folio 3 

That at folio a declaration of the above-mentioned Portuguese cruizer is found, in which he says, after 
mentioning all the suspected articles proper for the Slave Trade found on board, that he should have seized the 
veesel if he had met her at sea; 
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That the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, saye, in Article III, § 4: “It shall not be lawful to visit or detain, under any pretext whatever, any 
merchant-vessel when at anchor in any port or roadstead belonging to either of the two-High Contracting Parties, 
or within cannon-shot of the batteries on shore, unless on a written demand for co-operation on the part of the 
authorities of such country ; but should any suspected vessel be met with in such port or roadstead, due repre- 
sentation of the same is to be made to the authorities of the country, requesting them to take the necessary 
measures to prevent the violation of the stipulations of this Treaty ; and the said authorities shall proceed to take 
effectual measures accordingly.” In Articles VIII and IX, and various others, it is stated that only the duly 
authorized cruizers are allowed to visit and detain the merchant-vessels of the two Contracting nations, when the 
therein-mentioned suspected articles of Slave Trade should be found on board. In the Annex A to this Treaty 
the Instructions are mentioned wherewith the cruizers have to be provided. . 

That if ail the Articles of this ‘Treaty, and Annexes A and B,fand particularly Articie III, Annex B, in these 
words: “ The Mixed Commissions are to decide upon the legality of the detention of such vessels as the cruizers 
of either nation shall, in pursuance of the said Treaty, detain,” are well compared; it is proved that these Commis- 
sions can only take into consideration and try vessels detained by cruizers duly authorized by the said Instructions, 
and seized outside the harbours or anchorages of the two Contracting nations ; 

That the competency of the Mixed Commissions being in this manner established, it is beyond their juris- 
diction to take cognizance of or try any vessel seized within the harbours or anchorages and by the local autho- 
rities, in which circumstances is the case before the Court; and notwithstanding that a cruizer assisted, at the 
requisition of the local authorities, in the searching of the vessel, and conducted her to the General Government of 
the Province, as has been the case with this prize ; 

That all the foregoing, and also the substance of the Treaty, are in harmony with the general principles of 
the public right of nations and international law ; 

That all the vessels anchored within the harbours are subject to the local authorities of their respective 
nations, and, consequently, subject to all the laws and fiscal regulations ; and that for any crime, or contravention 
thereof, committed in the harbours, they shall be tried only by the common local authorities of such nation. 

Now the law infringed by this vessel, which was at anchor in the harbour of Mossamedes, is the Decree ot 
the 10th December, 1836 (which includes also the foreign vessels anchored in the Portuguese harbours, Article 7), 
and as such she can only be tried by the competent local authority, actually the “ Tribunal de Prezas,” constituted 
by the Decree of the 14th September, 1844, for the trial of such vessels seized for contraband of slaves, which 
are not included in the said Treaty, and safe from its dispositions, 

That for all these reasons he concluded to vote for the incompetency of this Mixed Commission for the trial 
of the vessel in question, for want of legal jurisdiction. 

The English Commissioner said, that not being prepared to give his opinion on the subject, he proposed an 
adjournment to the next day, whereto the Portuguese Commissioner agreed. 

The public se-sions being therefore reopened, the advocate of the prisoners was informed of the delay until 
the next day, which notice he acknowledged. 

The present was signed by all the persons before mentioned, and written by me, Pedro Raphael de Carvalho, 
Attorney of the Court of Appeal, Acting Secretary of the Mixed Commission during the unavoidable absence of 
the Secretary. 

, ° (Signed) LUIZ JOSE MENDEZ AFFONCO. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
GERMANO PEREIRA DO VALLE. 
ALBERT SCHUT, Acting Interpreter. 





Session of March 6, 1861. 


In the year of our Lord 1861, on the 6th of March, in St. Paul de Loanda, were assembled his Excellency 
the Counsellor Dr. Luiz José Mendes Affonco, President of the Court of Appeal at Loanda, Acting Commissioner 
on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty in the Mixed Commission during the absence of his Excellency the 
Governor-General on public service; Sir Henry Huntley, Arbitrator on the part of Her Britannic Majesty, 
Acting Commissioner ; the duly sworn-in Interpreter of the English language, Albert Schut, merchant, of this 
place ; and the advocate of the prisoners and defensor of the English brig “ Lord of the Isles,” Mr. Germano 
Pereira do Valle. aes 

The record of yesterday's session was read, approved, and signed, and thereupon the English Commissioner 
declared that he agreed with the reasons expressed by the Portuguese Commissioner, relative to the incompetency 
of this tribunal to take cognizance of and try the vessel in question ; and also agreed that a sentence should be 
made out, based on the grounds expressed by the Portuguese Commissioner, declaring at the same time that all 
the documents should be returned to the General Government of the Province, which was agreed to by the 
l’ortuguese Commissioner. . ; 

Thereupon the advocate of the prisoners said, with due respect to the decision of the tribunal, he could not 
conform himself to it, in consideration of the dispositions of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, and Article I of tle 
Decree of the 14th September, 1844, which created the ‘Tribunal de Prezas” at Loanda. : ; 

That he could only recogn’ze the Mixed Commission as the competent tribunal to try the Englir. brig 
* Lord of the Is/es,” and no other ; ; . ; . «ds 

That the declarations being founded on the dispositions of the above-mentioned Treaty, it was his conviction 
that a question identical with this had occurred between the British and Portuguese Commissioners of the Mixed 
Commission of this city, which had been brought before the respective Governments, whose decision was, if he 
well remembered, that’ no Portuguese vessel suspected of Slave Trade, whether detained by a cruizer at sea, or 
within the harbours of Great Britain by the local authorities, could be tried by any other tribunal than the Mixed 
Commission, and reciprocally with respect to English vessels ; aud a : 

That no other decision could be given in the presence of the dispositions of the existing Treaty which could 
not be annulled by the general laws of either country ; . ; ’ 

That the Law of Nations could not be applied to the present case nor to identical ones, because a special 
Treaty exists which contains the reciprocal rights of the nations relative to the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
‘Therefore, and on the above grounds, he protested, in the name of his constituents, against the decision of this 
tribunal. whereby it declares its incompetency to try this brig, and did so with the right to losses and damages 
against whomsoever it may concern, resulting from the delay end incompetency of any other tribunal, to whom 
the trial of this vessel may ‘be intrusted, not being that of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission. 


Crass A. : li 
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The present record was signed by all the persons before named, and written by me, Pedro Raphael Carvalho, 
— to the Court of Appeal, Acting Secretary to the Mixed Commission during the absence, through illness, 
of the Secretary. . 

(Signed) LUIZ JOSE MENDES AFFONCO. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
ALBERT SCHUT, Acting Interpreter. 
GERMANO PEREIRA DO VALLE. 
PEDRO RAPHAEI. DE CARVALHO, Acting Secretary to Mixed Commission. 


Sentence. 


The members of the Mixed Commission agree, that after due examination of all the documents relative to the 
seizure of the English merchant-vessel “ Lord of the Isles,” forwarded to this tribunal by the General Govern- 
ment of the Province, it appears that this vessel was seized by the fiscal authorities of the Custom-house at 
Mossamedes, when at anchor in the harbour and anchorage of that town, on account of some suspected articles, 
used in the Slave Trade, and described in the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, having been found on board ; 
and the tribunal, taking into consideration that, in presence of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Portugal 
and Great Britain, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, particularly Articles III and IV, and several others, as 
also Annexes A and B of the same Treaty ; the Mixed Commissions have only jurisdiction over, and competency 
to try, Portuguese and English vessels seized outside of the harbours by Portuguese and English cruizers, who 
are duly authorized by the Instructions mentioned in the said Treaty, and more fully expressed in the record of 
the session of this tribunal of the 5th instant, declare themselves incompetent to try the above-mentioned vessel, 
for want of legal jurisdiction, and order all the documents to be returned to the General Government of the 
Province, for the legal steps to be taken. 

Loanda, March 6, 1861. 

(Signed) LUIZ JOSE MENDES AFFONCO. 
HENRY V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 109. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell, No. 12,.March 13, 1861. 
[Acknowledging Slave Trade information.] 





No. 110. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received May 21.) 
(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Loanda, March 29, 1861. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 10 of the 8th of February, wherein I had 
the honour of informing your Lordship of the English brig ‘* Lord of the Isles”’ 
having been brought here by the Portuguese schooner of war “Cabo de Verde,” 
charged with being engaged in the Slave Trade, 1 have now the honour further to 
report to your Lordship that the “ Lord of the Isles” was acquitted, and released 
from the custody of the Portuguese authorities on the 23rd instant. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 111. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—( Received May 21.) 


(No. 7. Consular.) 
My Lord, Loanda, March 25, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Rear-Admiral Sir Henry 
Keppel, K.C.B., Commander-in-chief of the West African naval station, arrived 
here in Her Majesty’s ship “Forte,” early on the 21st instant, and left the bay at 
midnight on the 23rd instant, during which interval the Rear-Admiral gave me 
the fullest opportunity of entering upon many Slave oe = Consular subjects. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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No. 112. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner, No. 10, May 23, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





No. 113. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received June 7.) 


(No. 8. Consular.) 
My Lord, Loanda, April 20, 1861. 

RECALLING the case of the English brig ‘ Lord of the Isles,” already mentioned 
in my despatch No. 10 of the 8th of February, I beg leave to ask your Lordship’s 
attention to some very brief representations tending to exhibit the injury caused to 
trade generally by the owners of ships allowing their vessels to sail without having 
first provided them with the peculiar documents necessary to ensure their exemption 
from hindrance where they are about to operate. 

The ‘‘ Lord of the Isles” presents a second instance here of detention in conse- 
quence of not having on her manifest any unusual number of water-casks there might 
be on board, thus disregarding the stipulations of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 
1842. 

The above-mentioned vessel having been reported in the Court of Mixed 
Commissions in this city, that Court declared itself incompetent to accept the 
case, the detention having taken place in waters over which Portugal held 
dominion. 

The case was then sent to the Tribunal de Prezas, where it was tried, and on 
the 25th of March last the said vessel was acquitted. 

The expenses which attended the detention and defence of the “ Lord of the 
Isles”? amount to upwards of 200/. sterling, and the voyage of that vessel has been 
wholly lost, as the money required to enable the captain to leave this harbour has 
been obtained upon a bottomry bond, which must be paid within a certain period ; 
in consequence the brig will immediately return to the Cape. 

So far, my Lord, the owner suffers, perhaps not unfairly. It now remains to be 
shown what loss trade generally may sustain by the negligent habit of owners in 
such cases. 

The “ Lord of the Isles” is a brig of 140 tons burden, and the occupation of that 
vessel has been to catch and salt fish upon the coast of Africa about Klephant Bay. 
These fish when salted are taken direct to the Mauritius, and are there sold for 501. 
a-ton. From thence the vessel returns to the Cape with a cargo of sugar, 
coffee, &c. : ; 

From this outline your Lordship will see the actual proceedings of the vessel, 
as compared with those which should have been performed. In this your Lordship 
may also see how vastly the trading interests of nations can be made tusuffer by the 
indolence of owners who will not take the trouble to ascertain what measures may 
be necessary in peculiar limits to be taken to secure their vessels against interrup- 
tion, detention, or capture. 

It is clear, my Lord, every voyage lost by the vessel is so much revenue lost to 
the nation, and therefore it may be desirable to draw the owners of trading ships 
to the consideration of the class of document absolutely necessary for the security 
of their vessels, though, in many instances, they utterly neglect to obtain such 
means of protection. eee! 

The cases of the “ Lady Sale” and “ Lord of the Isles” are similar in negligence, 
and differ otherwise but in their respective fates, the first having been condemned, 

last acquitted. 
id I ae myself of this occasion to place before your Lordship copies of the 
correspondence which has passed between his Excellency the Governor-General 
and myself with reference to the “ Lord of the Isles.””| 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 113. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, April 16, 1861. 

I BEG leave to place before your Excellency the copy of a letter which has been addressed to me by Captain 
Mackenzie, of the English brig “ord of the Isles,” lately liberated by the “Tribunal de Prezas” from the 
charges preferred against her by the Portuguese authorities at Mossamedes. 

Captain Mackenzie complains that he has been required by the Custom-house authorities to pay certain entry 
and other charges before he can be permitted to leave this harbour, precisely as if he had come here to trade 
willingly, instead of having been brought here by a Portuguese force; a complaint so palpably reasonable that I 
scarcely think your Excellency will leave it unredressed. 3 

I feel it hardly necessary :o observe, that by the Law of Nations when a vessel has been detained upon 
suspicion of criminal conduct, the Government of the detaining authority is considered in the light of a trustee in 
charge of the detained property, during the trial of the case, whose duty it is to yield that property, in the 
condition in which it was received, to either party, according to the decision of the Court. Now I think your 
Excellency will admit that if the “ Zord of the Isles” is made by the authorities to do that which there was no 
intention on the part of her captain of doing, and then required to pay for doing so, the property must of necessity 
be just so much diminished ; consequently, it is not restored as pointed out by the Law of Nations, and the fidelity 
of the trustee is incomplete. 

Believing this view to be correct, I trust I may hope that your Excellency will be pleased to give such 
directions as may relieve Captain Mackenzie from the payment of the charges which he is informed will be 
demanded from him before he can leave this harbour. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
vd 





Inclosure 2 in No. 113. 


The Secretary to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


( Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, April 17, 186). 

HIS Excellency the Governor-General directs me to inform you, in reply to your official of the 16th instant, 
respecting the representations of the Captain of the “ Lord of’ the Isles,” that considering your request equitable, 
his Excellency has given the necessary orders for the before-named vessel to be exempt from all charges, not only 
those made by the Custom-house, but as well those of the port, excepting only any articles of import or export 
embarked on board or landed from her in this harbour. 

(Signed) JOSE BARBOSA LEAO, Secretary. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 113. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, March 17, 1861. 

I AVAIL myself of your Excellency’s return to represent some proceedings with reference to the case of 
John Mackenzie, master of the English brig “ Zord of the Isles,” detained and sent here by the Portuguese 
authorities of Mossamedes, upon a charge of being implicated in the Slave Trade. 

The measures of which I complain are, first, that Captain Mackenzie is virtually imprisoned on board his 
own vessel, by order of the Government of this Province. 

Secondly. He is treated as a prisoner, being always attended by an armed policeman if brought on shore 
for any purpose. . 

Thirdly. With his own provisions on board he is deprived of the use of them, and thrown upon the gene- 
rosity of others to supply him with means of living for himself and crew. 

Fourthly. He is, therefore, by the restrictive measures denied that intercourse with the British Consul which 
is his right, and separated from those requirements which are necessary to preserve health on board his vessel. 

Your Excellency will remember that on the 6th of February, in company with Captain Craufurd, commanding 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Archer,” I had the honour of naming the hardships sustained by Captain Mackenzie, and I 
thankfully recollect the frank and liberal manner in which you immediately gave orders that the restrictions 
should be relaxed, consistently with the security that should attend a man waiting his trial; your Excellency’s 
orders were executed, and Captain Mackenzie had then no room to complain. 

For some reasons, to me unexplained, these orders have been reversed, and instead of being treated as an 
accused person, he appears to be cousidered a convicted criminal, apparently in opposition to the liberal view taken 
by your Excellency. 

Your Excellency has probably been informed of the decision of the Court of Mixed Commission, and of its 
declaration of its incompetency to adjudicate in the case of the ‘t Lord of the Isles,” that vessel having been 
seized in waters over which Portugal only has dominion. So long as a doubt remained upon the competency or 
otherwise of the Court of Mixed Commissions, I, in my office of Acting British Commissioner, abstained from all 
communication with Captain Mackenzie, although applied to by him; but since I am removed from the relation in 
which I then stood towards him, by the declaration already mentioned, | must present myself in his case as Her 
Britannic Majesty's Consul, and in that office claim from your Excellency, most respectfully, a free right for 
Captain Mackenzie to visit me on shore within that period usually known as official hours; and I beg to state 
that I am perfectly ready to accept any responsibility that may attach to a comliance with the claim I have, with 
the sincerest consideration for your Excellency, felt it my duty to advance. 

Your Excellency, I am satisfied, is quite disposed to ameliorate the discomforts of Captain Mackenzie to any 
extent consistently with those precautions that even a humane feeling must not suppress ; with this view I may be 
permitted to state, that during the time I commanded different cruizers ton the coast of Africa, I captured very 
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many slave-ships, and often attended their trials at Sierra Leone; they were all either Portuguese or Spanish, and 
laden with slaves, consequently the captains appeared with acknowledged guilt surrounding them : yet in no single 
instance were any of these men treated with severity, but, on the contrary, allowed perfect liberty, in order that 
nothing should interfere to prevent them from cominunicating with their advisers. In cases similar to that of the 
“Lord of the Isles,” the captains were permitted to quit and return to their ships as they pleased during the trial ; 
nor has an instance of flight from trial or sentence been recorded. 

I therefore hope your Excellency will remove from Captain Mackenzie the harsh treatment to which he has 
been subjected, and accord to him, as a man only under accusation, that which the British Provincial Governments 
have thought it unjust to withhold from Portuguese subjects, bearing themselves the proofs of their guilt. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 113. 
The Secretary to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


Sir, : Loanda, March 18, 1861. 

THE despatch which you addressed to his Excellency, of yesterday's date, was presented, and I have the 
honour to reply as follows : : 

Captain Mackenzie, of the English brig “ Lord of the Isles," has made no complaints to the Government of 
this Province, and it is only by your information that it is aware of those which are now before it. 

The Government of this Province is not bound to provide prisoners of the description of Captain Mackenzie 
with provisions ; nevertheless, it has supplied him and his crew with rations similar to those which are given to the 
crew of the “ Pedro Nunez,” until the arrival of the rest of his men from Great Fish Bay, when he was left to his 
own resources ; a boat and a Cabinda crew were, however, allowed him, and provisioned from the “ Pedro Nunez.” 

The captain of the “ Lord of the Isles” has, therefore, nothing to complain of, because more has been done 
for him than the laws require. 

With reference to his confinement on board the “ Lord of the Isles,” that is customary ; but certainly he may 
be at liberty, upon your responsibility, as you propose. i 

(Signed) JOSE BARBOSA LEAO, Secretary. 





No. 114. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner, No. 12, June 22, 1861. 


(Slave Trade information.] 





No. 115. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 13.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 8, 1861. 

I HAVE received your despatches No. 10a of the 8th February, No. 11 of 
the 8th March, No. 13 of the 29th March, and No. 8 (Consular) of the 20th April, 
relating to the cause of the British brig “ Lord of the Isles,” which vessel was 
detained by the Portuguese authorities at Mossamedes and sent to Loanda for 
adjudication on a charge of being equipped for the Slave Trade; and with reference 
to the correspondence which passed between you and the Governor-General of 
Angola, of zhich copies are inclosed in your despatch No. 8 (Consular) of the 
20th April last; I have to acquaint you that I approve of your having interfered to 
procure a removal of the restrictive measures adopted by the Portuguese authorities 
in the case of Captain Mackenzie, the master of that vessel. 

I have, however, to observe that the “ Lord of the Isles” appears to have 
arrived at Loanda on or before the 5th February last, and that the Mixed Commis- 
sion Court did not meet to adjudicate in the case until the 5th of the following 
month of March. 

By Article III of Annex B to the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal 
of the 3rd July, 1842, it is provided that “the proceedings of these Commissions 
shall take place with as little delay as possible, and for this purpose the Commis- 
sioners are required to decide each case, as far as may be practicable, within the 
space of twenty days, to be counted from the day on which the detained vessel 
shall be brought into the port where the deciding Commission shall reside.” 

The owners of the “ Lord of the Isles ” will have good ground to complain of 
the delay that has taken place on the part of the Mixed Commission Court in 
dealing with that vessel, which you have not satisfactorily explained in your despatch 
No. 11 of the 8th March last, giving an account of the proceedings which resulted 
in the Commissioners deciding that they had no jurisdiction to deal with this case. 
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I have, moreover, to observe that you have not furnished me with any report of the 
proceedings of the “ Tribunal de Prezas,” to which the Court the case of the “ Lord 
of the Isles” was referred when the Mixed Commission Court declared itself incom- 
petent to deal with it; and I have accordingly to desire that you will supply this 
omission with as little delay as possible, in order that Her Majesty’s Government 
may be enabled to form an opinion upon the merits of this case in the event of the 
owners preferring a claim against the Portuguese Government for compensation. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 116. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 11.) 
(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 6, 1861. 


WITH reference to my despatch of April 20, No. 17, respecting the movements 
of the slave-ship “ Nightingale,” I have now the satisfaction of reporting to your 
Lordship the capture of that vessel while lying at anchor off Cabinda, by the United 
States’ corvette “‘ Saratoga,” commanded by Captain Taylor. 

This officer had boarded the “ Nightingale ” on the 20th of April, when, finding 
something more than usual in her preparation, he determined upon going again to 
sea, with the concealed intention of returning again very shortly. 

Having put this scheme in practice, he was rewarded by capturing the “ Night- 
ingale’”’ on the 21st of April last, with 961 negroes on board, all of whom had been 
in the interval embarked; these negroes have been sent to Liberia, there to be 
liberated. 

The capture of such vessels as the “ Nightingale,” taking the cases of the 
“ Cora,” “ Erie,’ and “ Storm King,” have been generally known here within 
three or four days after the event, apparently showing the interest some residents 
of this city had in those vessels ; but the capture of the ‘“ Nightingale” was only 
known here by the arrival of the United States’ corvette in this bay yesterday. 

I believe, my Lord, this ship was principally connected with French and 
Spanish speculators; the supercargo certainly was a Frenchman. | think, my Lord, 
that the recent heavy captures have caused whatever tendency there may be here 
to prosecute trading in slaves, tv look to the South as a future field of operation ; 
but although there is reason to fear that two cargoes have been shipped in that 
direction, yet it is certain that at present there is no organized plan in existence in 
that quarter. 


” 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 


NY 


No. 117. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received July 11.) 
(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 16, 186). 


I ILAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 4, March 23, 1861, conveying to me a list of vessels supposed to be intended for 
employment in the Slave Trade. 

Copies of this list have been promulgated in conformity with the orders of his 
Lordship the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

I avail myself of this occasion to inform your Lordship that the barque “ Lucy 
Johnson” has been reported in the list of suspected vessels received in April last, 
as sold at New York with the view of being fitted for the Slave Trade. 

This vessel, my Lord, arrived in this harbour on the 8th instant, and is respect- 
ably consigned ; she is commanded by N. W. Johnson, who is also chief owner ; he 
has always so owned and commanded her, and is now engaged in the course of legal 
trade, in which Captain Johnson has for some years employed his vessel on this 
coast entirely free from suspicion. 
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On sailing from Boston in January last, the “Lucy Johnson” certainly put 
into New York, having sustained heavy damage in a gale off Nantucket. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 118. 
Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, No. 14, July 28, 1861. 
(Slave Trade information.] 





No. 119. 


Lord J. Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner. 
(No. 15.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 23, 1861. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 18 of the 20th of April last, in which 
you state that, on the receipt of my despatch No. 3 of the 23rd of February last, 

ou had, as on former occasions, communicated to Commodore Inman, the United 
States’ Flag Officer, the information furnished to you from this office relative to 
vessels under the American flag suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade, I 
have to observe that you have never been authorized to communicate this informa- 
tion to United States’ officers, and that you ought not to have done so without 
special authority. 

There may be occasions when it may be right and proper for the Commanders 
of British cruizers to communicate to United States’ officers the information which 
they may have received respecting American vessels suspected of being engaged in 
the Slave Trade, but it was never intended that such information should be syste- 
matically made known to the United States’ Commodore; and I have to desire that 
you will refrain from doing so for the future. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 120. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 31.) 
(No, 22.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 29, 186). 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, on the 24th of April last, 
Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Wrangler,” commanded by Captain Hamilton Beamish, 
captured and sent to St. Helena a barque, having 488 negroes on board, about 
thirty miles west of the River Congo, 

The identity of this vessel was so studiously concealed from the captors, that 
after a most diligent search nothing could be found descriptive of either name, port, 
or nationality. 

It was inferred from the build that this barque was American, but the crew 
were nearly all Spaniards. —_ 

From subsequent information which I have obtained here, there is little doubt 
of the captured vessel being the “Ardennes,” a name which your Lordship will 
remember as prominent upon the list of suspected vessels ; and I farther learn that 
the negroes were taken on board at Mangua Grande, a short distance south of 
the Congo. 

I beg leave to avail myself of this occasion to inclose to your Lordship the copy 
of a confidential despatch which I addressed to his Excellency the Governor-General 
upon the rather unusually frequent practice of sending domestic negroes by the 
Portuguese mail-steamers, to the Island of St. Thomas, under the legal representa- 
tion of their being the “ property” of passengers going there. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 


—— 
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Inclosure in No. 120. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, April 29, 1861. 

I BEG leave to place in your Excellency’s hands the inclosed confidential list of vessels suspected, and of 
others convicted, of engagement in the Slave Trade. 

T avail myself of this occasion to remark to vour Excellency that much activity seems to prevail amongst 
certain residents of this city in transferring “domestic” slaves from hence to the Island of St. Thomas, under 
the representation of a renewed disposition to cultivate that unquestionably fertile Colonial Possession having 
sprung up. 

This may be true, but the facility of selecting and embarking slaves from that island are so prominent that 
the vigilance which I am aware aoe Excellency extends to the Southern Coast will equally be exerted to impress 
upon the Governor of the Island mentioned the necessity of sedulously guarding the coasts of his government. 

Having myself often been cruizing about that island, your Excellency will allow me to point out the ease 
with which a laden vessel night get away from it :— 

Ist. Tne sea-breeze scarcely ever fails. 

2ndly. The vessel sailing from it will almost always make good a west course. 

3rdly. Before the meridian of Greenwich is reached, the ship will have crossed the Equator into the Ist or 
2ud degree of south latitude. The south-east trade-wind will then enable the vessel to sail freely off. 

I may also observe that there is scarcely ever any cruizer between St. Thomas and the meridian of Greenwich, 
near the Equator. 

I venture to offer these remarks, because I am so fully sensible of the views your Excellency entertains 
upon the subject of slavery, that should I even fail to convey any fresh information, I shal! certainly not be 
considered intrusive. - 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 121. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—( Received July 31.) 
(No. 23.) 
My Lord, Loanda, June 7, 1861. 

| HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the detention of the American 
brigantine “ Triton,” by the United States’ ship “ Constellation,” Captain Nicholas, 
assisted by Her Majesty’s ship *‘ Prometheus,’ Captain Bedingfeld, on the 21st of 
May last, in the River Congo. 

The presence of the * Triton” in the Congo had been for some time known to 
Captain Nicholas, but that officer wisely declined detaching a boat so far up the 
river as Punta da Lenha, for the purpose of making an examination, fearing so 
long an exposure of the men in an open boat would render them victims to the fever 
which has so fearfully prevailed this year in the river; but meeting the “ Prome- 
theus,” a boat, officered and manned from the “ Constellation,” was put on board, 
and towed to Punta da Lenha, where then the “ Triton” was seized, having 
American colours and papers, with slave-fittings. 

By the friendly intervention of Captain Nicholas, the capture and destruction 
of the Spanish schooner the “ Jacinto” was also accomplished by Captain Beding- 
feld on the 25th of May at Loanda, equipped for the Slave Trade; and on the 29th 
of May the same officer was engaged in piloting the United States’ ship “Sumpter” 
to Punta da Lenha, in order to examine more minutely the condition of the 
* Falmouth,” a vessel evidently preparing to receive a cargo of negroes on board. 

The zeal and unanimity which has distinguished the officers of both navies 
throughout these movements will, 1 am sure, be appreciated by your Lordship, for 
should the combination of the two flags on this occasion lead to a more mature but 
similar system, neither the Spanish nor American slave-trader will find it possible 
longer to resort to the means they now use to evade the Treaty for the suppression 
of the Slave Trade by one party, and, by the other, laws declaring that Trade to 
be illegal. 

| beg leave to inclose a copy of a letter which I addressed to Captain Dornin, 
commanding the United States’ ship ‘*San Jacinto,” upon the subject of the oppor- 
tune co-operation of the officers mentioned, as well also as the letter addressed to 
me by Captain Bedingfeld, detailing his proceedings with reference thereto. 

. I have, Kc. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 


, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 121. 
Commander Bedingfeld to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


Sir, : . “Prometheus,” St. Paul de Loanda, June 7, 1861. 

IN compliance with your request that I would furnish you with the particulars of the capture of the 
American brigantine “ Triton,” and the Spanish schooner “ Jacinto,” I beg to inform you that I fell in with the 
United States’ steam-frigate ‘* Constellation” off St. Padron, on the 19th of May, and learnt from Captain Nicholas 
that he had strong suspicions that the “ Flora,” an American ship, was at Punta da Lenha, about to take in slaves 
and that if he had one of the gun-boats with him he should like to send her up. : 

Feeling the importance of letting the slave-dealers at Punta da Lenha see our cordial co-operation with the 
Americans, I at once offered to take a boat's crew and officers up in my own ship, and the offer was accepted. I 
steamed into Shark’s Point at sunset on the 20th. I felt confident that if I anchored for the night, the natives at 
Shark’s Point would take up information that I had an American boat with me. I, therefore, made a push up 
in the dark, arriving about 10 p.m. (my friends at Shark's Point had a canoe up the following morning, as I had 
anticipated). The “Flora” was not there, however, but we found the “ Triton” brigantine fully equipped and 
waiting to take in her slaves, and the ‘ Falmouth” brig partly so, having just commenced her slave-deck, her 
sails and provisions being on shore. ‘The “ Zriton"’ was seized by the American officers and sent home, but it 
was thought there was not sufficient evidence to ensure the condemnation of the ‘* Falmouth,” and she was released 
for the present. 

I towed the Americans’ prize down for them, and saw her safe out of the river. 

On the 25th I again fell in with the “ Constellation,” and she informed me that a Spanish schooner was at 
Londano ; she showed Portuguese colours and had her yards on deck. I steamed in to Londano in consequence of 
this information, and captured the Spanish schooner “ Jacinto” belonging to Barcelona and cleared from Gibraltar ; 
she had come out for a cargo of slaves and was fully equipped, but having sprung a leak her provisions and sails 
had been landed, and her yards got on deck. Her captain had gone to the Congo to make arrangements about 
getting her repaired. She had no colours or papers when I took possession of her. Not being in a fit state to send 
to any Court of Adjudication, I had her measured and destroyed by fire. 

On the 29th ultimo 1 communicated with the “Sumpter” off the mouth of the Congo; he had chased a 
brigantine into Red Point and then lost her in the dark. As I was at the same time at anchor off Cabinda, | thought 
it most probable she must have run up the Congo, and proposed to the Sumpter” to go up to Punta da Lenha to see if 
she had gone up, and at the same time look at the progress the “ Falmouth” was making. Commander Armstrong 
was afraid that if anything happened to his ship getting aground he would get into trouble, on account of their sanitary 
regulations. 1 volunteered to pilot him up to ensure a safe passage; he gladly accepted my offer, and accordingly 
I took him up on the 31st, and we got up and down again the same day. The “ Falmouth” was still there ; she 
had taken in her provisions, bent some of her sails, had bricks ou board for making her furnaces for slave-coppers, 
but had not proceeded with her slave-deck. 

After overhauling her, Captain Armstrong reluctantly left her, fearing there still was not evidence enough to 
bring before a jury; there can be no doubt, however, what her intentions are when he ean see the coast 
clear. 

I think the effect of our united trips to Punta da Lenha will have a most decided effect in discouraging the 
plans of that nest of slave-dealers, and I only regret it could not have been done sooner, as I have seen at one time 
seven American ships at Punta da Lenha (all of which have since shipped slaves) all completing their equipments 
there perfectly secure, knowing we dare not board them and the Americans would not come up. I hope as there 
have been no bad effects from fever, and the fact that a gun-boat may go upin the morning and be out of the river 
again before sunset, together with our having succeeded in capturing one (and I trust it will ultimately lead 
to the capture of the other) vessel, will induce the Americans to follow up the move by sending up a vessel 
occasionally. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 121. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Captain Dornin, U.S.N. 


Sir, Luanda, June 7, 1861. 

IN the absence of the United States’ flag-officer commanding-in-chief upon the West Coast of Africa, I beg 
leave to avail myself of your arrival in this anchorage to express the high value I attach to the recent co-operation 
of Captain Nicholas, commanding the United States’ frigate “ Constellation,” and Commander Bedingfeld, of Her , 
Majesty's ship “‘ Prometheus,” in the Congo, on the 2Ist of May last, with the view of suppressing the Slave 
Trade in that river, by which the illegal intentiuns of the owner of the  7’riton”’ have been frustrated, and the 
success of the “ Falmouth,” in the same pursuit, rendered almost impossible. 

I have also to acknowledge the disinterested zeal and consideration of Captain Nicholas, in giving Commander 
Bedingfeld the information which enabled that officer to seize the Spanish schooner “ Jacinto” at Londano, on 
the 25th of May, and thus prevent the embarkation of the negroes collecting for that vessel. 

Still more recently, on the 29th of May, I have the gratification of finding Lieutenant and Commander 
Armstrong, commanding the United States’ ship ‘“‘ Sumpter,” actively engaged with Commander Bedingfeld as his 
pilot, in traversing the very intricate navigation of the Congo, for the purpose of further investigating the state of 
the suspected vessel “ Falmouth,” at Punta da Lenha. 

The high and grateful privilege of thanking officers of such distinction in the United States’ navy as those 
whom I have had the honour to mention, for any services, is beyond the attribute of the office in which it has 
pleased Her Majesty to place me; but it is very competent for me to express the gratification I feel in announcing 
to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs these conspicuous proofs of the harmony and zeal which 
equally prevails between and animates the officers of the United States’ and British squadrone respectively, in 
zealously co-operating for the suppression of those means so openly used by Spanish slave-traders for the 
prosecution of a Trade which, repugnant to humanity, appears more peculiarly — to — nation. 

ave, Ke. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY, 
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No. 122. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Mr. Murray.—(Received July 31.) 
(No. 24.) 
Sir, Loanda, June 10, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of the following letters :—- 
_ 1. The reply of Captain Dornin, United States’ Navy, to my letter addressed to 
him on the 7th of June, and inclosed in my despatch No. 23. 
2. Captain J. S. Nicholas’ letter to Flag-Officer William Inman. 
3. Captain J. S. Nicholas’ letter to the Honourable Gideon Welles, Secretary 
for the United States’ Navy. 
These letters all relate to the recent co-operation of Captain Nicholas and 
Commander Bedingfeld in the Congo, as mentioned in my despatch No. 23, but they 
did not reach me in time to be therein inclosed. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 122. 
Captain Dornin, U.S.N., to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 


Sir, United States’ steamer “ San Jacinto,” Loanda, June 8, 1861. 

IT is with sentiments of gratification and pleasure that I have perused your letter to me of the 7th instant, 
wherein you so handsomely notice the well-timed co-operation of Captain J. S. Nicholas, of the United States’ 
frigate ‘* Constellation,” sod Captain Norman B. Bedingfeld, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Prometheus,” which resulted 
in the capture by Captain Nicholas of the brig “ Z’riton,” engaged in the Slave Trade. 

You also mention, in terms highly gratifying and complimentary, the useful information afforded by Captain 
Nicholas to Captain Bedingfeld, which enabled Captain ingfeld to capture the Spanish schooner “ Jacinto,” 
also engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I have, Sir, in addition, to apprise you how very appreciated is your allusion to the zealous exertions of 
Lieutenant-Commanding Armstrong, of the United States’ steamer “ Sumpter,” who, with the cordial and valuable 
aid of Captain Bedingfeld, “traversed the intricate navigation of the Congo,” and was enabled to overhaul and 
examine the suspicious brig “ Falmouth.” 

In conclusion, Sir, allow me to express, on the part of our officers, whom you have mentioned in so honourable 
and flattering a manner, the high value they attach to your distinguished notice of their services ; and be assured 
our officers very highly estimate the valuable aid afforded and so handsomely tendered by Captain Bedingfeld to 
our vessels of war in and off the Congo river, in their efforts to suppress the Slave Trade. 

Inclosed I have the pleasure to submit, for your perusal, copies of letters to the Honourable Secretary of the 
Navy, and to Flag-Officer William Inman, in which Captain Nicholas notices the kind and effectual aid afforded by 
Captain Bedingfeld to our vessels of war. 


Tam, &c 
(Signed) THOS. A. DORNIN. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 122. 


Captain Nicholas, U.S.N., to Flag Officer Inman. 
- Loanda, June 7, 1861. 
MAY I be allowed to call your attention to the kind and very effectual aid I received from Captain 
Bedingfeld, and sincerely hope that you will mention him favourably to our Government, and to Commodore 
Edmonstone. . 
Without his assistance I could not have taken the ‘“ Triton, as she would probably have taken in her 
slaves, and sailed in the following twenty-four hours. Had she done so I consider the chances nine out of ten 


in favour of her escaping. iit | werieniae 
(Signed) . 8. 5 





Inclosure 3 in No. 122. . 5 


Captain Nicholas, U.S.N., to the Secretary to the Navy. 


Congo River, May 20, 1861. 
I AVAIL myself of this occasion to report to you the prompt and efficient co-operation which I received 
from Captain Bedingfeld, of Her Majesty’s steamer “ Prometheus, nee! 
Having no means myself of communicating with Punta da Lenha, I intimated the fact to Captain Beding- 
feld, who instantly pl: his steamer at my disposal, withj the offer to tow a boat, with as many officers and 
men as I chose to send. 
I sent out the fourth cutter, under the command ot Lieutenant P. C. Johnson, and they commenced steam- 
ing up the river at 3 o'clock, and by 10 o’clock had taken possession of the “ 77iton.” 
(Signed) J. S. NICHOLAS. 
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No. 123. 


haat Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Aeting Commissioner. 
oO. ° \ 


ir Foret ce, August 22, 1861. 
’ WITH reference to your despatch No. 22 of the 2 May last, I have to 


acquaint you that I approve the letter which you addressed to the Governor-General 
of Angola, calling his Excellency’s attention to the frequent exportation of slaves 
as domestic servants from the mainland to the Island of St. Thomas, under the 
pretence of their being the property of passengers going to that island. 


am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 124. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner, No. 17, August 21, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.] 





No. 125. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 31.) 
(No. 24.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 7, 1861. 

BY the arrival of the United States’ steamer “ Sumpter,” yesterday, I have 
learned, and have the honour to report to your Lordship, the detention of the 
“ Falmouth,” a vessel well known in the Slave Trade, and which was mentioned in 
my despatch No. 23 as being narrowly watched in the River Congo. 

The “Falmouth” was seized by the Lieutenant-Commanding Armstrong, of the 
“Sumpter,” on the 11th June last, off Red Point, a short distance north of the 
Congo, from whence, in some very short period, but for the watchfulness of Lieute- 
nant-Commanding Armstrong, and the existing system of co-operation between the 
United States and British ships of war, the “Falmouth” would have sailed with her 
cargo, which was at Red Point, prepared for embarkation, 

I am, my Lord, perfectly satisfied that, so long as the unanimity which promi- 
nently commenced between the Captains Fitzroy and Brent at Kinsembo, last year, 
shall be continued, scarcely a slave-vessel will be found to escape detention or capture 
on this portion of the West African Coast: for the result which may attend the deten- 
tion of such vessels, the judiciary of the United States can alone be responsible. 

I take this occasion to inform your Lordship that, with the exception of the 
corvette “Saratoga,” which ship has orders to be here by to-morrow, the United 
States’ squadron are now in this anchorage, the Flag Officer having expected orders 
to return with the ships to America. | am happy, however, to say that no such 
orders have arrived. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 126. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord Wodehouse, No. 25, July 9, 1861. 
{Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information. ] 





| No, 127. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 10.) 
(No. 28.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 13, 1861. 


ee | HAVE the honour 'to transmit to your Lordship the copy of a letter I have 
this day received from Commander oe of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” which 
officer, through the zealous interference of Captain Alfred Taylor, —— the 
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United States’ ship “Saratoga,” has been enabled to capture a brigantine without 
papers or flag, but fully prepared to take on board a cargo of negroes. 

The crew, apparently, were Spaniards, and from information connected with 
this circumstance J have no doubt of the captured brigantine being the “ Nympha,” 
previously described upon the list of suspected vessels. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 127. 


Commander Raby to Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner. 
Sir, “ Alecto,” St. Paul de Loanda, July 13, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Her Majesty’s ship under my command captured, in 8’ 40° south 
latitude, and 13! 11° east longitude, on the 11th instant, a brigantine without papers or colours, name and nation 
unknown. 

I was, I am happy to say, enabled to capture this vessel, through the active system of co-operation which at 
present exists between the United States and our own squadrons. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY. 





No. 128. 


’ 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received September 10.) 
(No. 29.) 

My Lord, Loanda, July 13, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 9 of the 15th May, having reference to the absence of reports from me upon the 
measures which were adopted here with regard to the lanchas “ Tigre’ and 
“* Paquete de Moanda,” as well as to the negroes found on board when captured, as 
reported by me in my despatch No. 7 of the 31st October, 1860, and your Lordship 
requires that the Report of the proceedings of the Court relating to these lanchas 
and negroes shall be supplied with the least delay, and that I state why this has 
not been done at the proper time. 

I extremely regret that I should have given your Lordship the trouble of 
making these inquiries, and in explanation beg, first, to urge my inexperience in 
the Mixed Commission Court at that time, to which, indeed, I was a stranger, for 
until that period not a case had presented itself, since my arrival, for the considera- 
tion of the Court. Secondly, and, my Lord, the chief cause of the delay has been, 
the difficulty with which I have had to contend in getting papers from the Court; 
this has been attributable, in a great degree, to the extreme sickly condition of this 
place up to the end of last March, by which the business of the Court was frequently 
suspended, either through the illness of the Governor-General, myself, or the 
Secretary ; to which your Lordship will permit me to add the absence of all clerical 
assistance whatever to myself, until the middle of January 1861, when Mr. Brown 
returned from England, though even his assistance was of a very precarious nature 
from the state of health into which he fell upon again encountering the climate. 

I now beg leave tostate to your Lordship that the whole of the negroes captured 
in the lanchas “ Tigre ” and “ Paquete de Moanda” were disposed of strictly in accord- 
ance with the stipulations of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, with Portugal; the 
two lanchas above-mentioned were at the time purchased by the Government of this 
province, and as a proof the difficulty | have had in obtaining the necessary docu- 
ments to enable me to complete a Report, I beg to mention that it was only on the 
29th of June last that I received from the Court the portion of the value of the two 
lanchas which belonged to the British Government, although application had been 
frequently made by myself, Mr. Brown, and at last successfully by Mr. Albert 
Schut, a mercantile gentleman of this city. 

The sum alluded to amounts to 461$425, which, with every document relating 
to the lanchas “ Tigre ” and “‘ Paquete de Moanda,” together with those belonging 
to the more recent captures made by the ‘‘Don Pedro V,” as reported in my 
despatch of the 24th January, No. 9, will certainly be transmitted by the mail 
leaving Fernando Po in August, or earlier should I be able to collect the necessary 
papers, a duty now rendered more difficult to perform as the business of the Court 
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has been confided to the management of a native clerk, in consequence of the Acting 
Secretary having resigned. 
I have, &c. 
(Sigaed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 129. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord Wodehouse.—(Received September 10. 
(No. 30.) 

My Lord, Loanda, July 13, 1861. 

{| HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's despatch No. 7 of the 
14th May, conveying to me a copy of a letter from Mr. Sandford, Secretary to Her 
ere Commissioners for the Exhibition of 1862, inclosing copies of a circular 
addressed by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governors of 
the British Colonies, together with copies of the last decisions at which Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners have arrived with reference to the Exhibition proposed. 

As a first measure, I beg leave to inform your Lordship that I have forwarded 
some of the above-mentioned papers to his Excellency the Governor-General of this 
province in a letter, a copy of which I have the honour to transmit. 

Of the desire of his Excellency to engage himself heartily in serving the objects 
of the Exhibition there can be no doubt ; in support of which assurance I beg to 

ransmit a sheet of the ‘“Boletim Official” of Angola, published here, by which 
your Lordship will see that, previously to the reception of the papers I have before 
named, his Excellency had actually formed a Committee for the purpose of aiding 
in the collection of valuable articles for the Exhibition. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 129. 


Sir H. Huntley to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, July 11, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to place before your Excellency the inclosed papers relating to the International 
Exhibition proposed to take place in London in 1862, namely :— 

No. 1. The decisions of Her Majesty’s Commissioners on points connected with the Exhibition, 

No. 2. The letter of the Secretary, addressed by order of Her Majesty's Commissioners to the Governors of 
the British Colonies. 

In presenting these papers, I beg to assure your Excellency of the cordiality with which I shall act in unison 
with the zeal of this Government in using every exertion to render it a prominent contributor of such valuable 
productions as may tend to draw the attention of the mercantile world to the lucrative merits of Western Africa, 
and by extending the limits of legal and natural trade assuredly reduce those of the Slave Trade. 

ft will be my pleasing duty to refer Her Majesty's Secretary of State, Lord John Russell, to the “ Boletim 
Official” of Angola of the 29th of June for a proof of the ardent desire of your Excellency to participate 
conspicuously in this undertaking, by having in anticipation appointed a Committee whose duty it will be to 
collect and forward such articles as it may be possible to accumulate from the rich and varied produce of this 

rovince. 
r In conclusion, your Excellency will permit me to observe that no articles can be received after the 31st of 
March, 1862. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 


LL 
No. 130. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner, No. 18, September 23, 1861. 
(Slave Trade information.} 


er —————— 


No. 131. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 12.) 
or td Loanda, August 9, 1861. 


1 HAVE the honour, but with great regret, to report to your Lordship the 
retirement from the West Coast of Africa of the United States’ ships of war named 
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in the inclosed Return, in consequence of which there will now be left upon the 
ap Coast only the corvette “‘ Saratoga,” commanded by Commander Alfred 
Taylor. 

The recall of this squadron, under the orders of Flag Officer William Inman, 
which has been so distinguished for its efforts to suppress the Slave Trade, and so 
earnestly endeavouring to prevent the fraudulent use of the United States’ flag by 
those engaged in that Traffic, as a means of averting search by ships of war of 
other nations, combined with the most disinterested desire to co-operate with Her 
Majesty’s ships of war upon this station in every available instance where unity of 
action appeared useful, whether to counteract the views of the slave-trader, or to 
protect commercial interests, must be considered as a most unfortunate event, 
threatening to re-open channels which had been closed against the Slave ‘I'rade, and 
encourage those already conversant with that Traffic to re-commence operations, 
which, virtually opposed but by one ship of war, the United States’ ship “ Saratoga,” 
cannot fail to offer vast inducements, with little risk. 

Under the supposition that no measures have been agreed upon between Her 
Majesty’s Government and that of the United States as an equivalent for the recall 
of the squadron employed on the West African Coast by Treaty, and feeling that the 
removal of every impediment to the increased action of Her Majesty’s squadron 
becomes now a consideration of greater import, I beg leave to ask the notice of your 
Lordship to an extract, inclosed herewith, from the Slave Trade Instructions 
supplied to Her Majesty’s ships on this station for their guidance with reference to 
the treatment of vessels or boats acting in aid of that ‘Traffic, but not in waters 
within the jurisdiction of any recognized civilized foreign State. 

Your Lordship will see by this instruction that Her ee officers are, in 
the event of meeting with vessels or boats as already described, enjoined to seize 
the slaves intended for traffic, and take them to a British Colony to be liberated, 
permitting the vessel or boat in which they were found to proceed with any property 
which might be on board. 

The removal of slaves from place to place by water-carriage is at present an 
undoubtedly favoured practice, and should the British cruizers give their attention 
to this system, in preference to occupying an offing out of sight of land, I think 
they would frequently meet the vessels and boats mentioned, having from 20 to 70 
slaves on board; these, of course, would be taken out. 

Having so done, the officer commanding would have the choice of one of two 
alternatives : first, to retain them on board until want of provisions forced him into 
port? secondly, to proceed with them to a British Colony. : 

The selection of the first measure would, I think, my Lord, infallibly create 
sickness in the ecruizer, and great loss of life amongst the rescued negroes, who 
would be night and day exposed to the weather, for they certainly could not be 
allowed to leave the upper deck of a small ship of war. : 

The adoption of the second would be to remove the cruizers from the station, 
and consequently, for the sake of liberating a few slaves, leave the coast free 
for the operations of the slave-dealers for many weeks at a time. 

Since the recall of the United States’ squadron, it appears to me, my Lord, that 
the general practice of cruizing in the offing, and occasionally sighting the land, 
will give way to a closer inspection of the beach, with a view of preventing the 
vessels and boats indicated from conveying the slaves from one rendezvous to 
another ; possibly the future system soon will partake more of the character of a 
close blockade than hitherto it has. iste 

With reference to the disposal of any slaves which might be seized in compara- 
tively small numbers at any one time, there are two methods by which the absence 
of the cruizer from her station might be obviated for more than a few days, 
namely :-— 

Ist. The formation of an agreement with the Portuguese Government for the 
reception of the captured negroes at Loanda, in accordance with the stipulations of 
the Additional Article to the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, dated October 22, 
1842. 

2ndly. The establishment of a depét-ship in this harbour, on board of which 
the captured negroes might be received, and await the departure of a ship of war, 
or that of an empty coal-ship, for conveyance to a British Colony ; the owner of the 
coal-ship would gladly admit the liability of carrying the negroes to the British 
West Indies, to be inserted in the charter-party, for these ships uniformly leave 
this place in ballast for some part contiguous to that region. The depét-ship 
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would also, of course, contain coal, stores, and provisions, for the use of the 
squadron ; the absence of which vessel has, indeed, been so much lamented as being 
prejudicial to the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

The additional pressure now manifestly thrown upon Her Majesty's squadron 
employed upon this division of the African station demands, my Lord, ] beg to 
submit, the removal of every hindrance to its exertions; and one measure, apparently 
to me quite defensible, if adopted, would certainly give assistance: I propose, my 
Lord, to deny the right of nationality to those vessels and boats carrying slaves for 
Traffic in the waters described. These waters are not within the jurisdiction of any 
foreign civilized State, whether in the Congo or on the coast; and why, my Lord, 
should the vessels and boats belonging to places on such parts of the coast enjoy 
an immunity which is refused to the waters on which they operate? By this course 
the water transport of slaves, from point to point, would probably be altogether in 
a short time prevented. 

‘ I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 


_ PS. August 13.—I beg leave to inform your Lordship that the United States’ 
ship “Mohican ” left this coast to-day ; the others, with the exception of the cor- 
vette “Saratoga,” having sailed for the United States since the 9th instant. 

H. V. H. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 131. 
Extract from the Slave Trade Instructions, Section 2, Article 7. 


IN all cases, however, vessels or boats of native Africans found in waters not within the recognized 
jurisdiction of a foreign civilized State, and actually engaged in carrying slaves for the export Traffic, are to be 
stopped, and slaves in them intended for the Traffic are to be taken to a British Colony to be liberated, but the 
native crews belonging to such vessels or boats are not to be subjected to any ill-treatment, and are to be permitted 
to proceed with their vessels or boats and property whither they please. 

Given under our hands this 12th day of June, 1844. 

(Signed) G. COCKBURN. 

By command of their Lordships, W. H. GAGE. 

(Signed) Sipney Hersert. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 131. 
Statement of United States’ Ships of War recalled from the West Coast of Africa. 


“Constellation,” flag-ship, 22 guns; “San Jacinto,” 13 ‘guns; “ Portsmouth,” 18 guns; “ Moliican,” 
6 guns; “ Mystic,” 5 guns; “Sumpter,” 5 guns. 

The corvette “ Saratoga,” a sailing-ship, mounting eighteen guns, will remain upon the coast, uncer the 
command of a captain who will supersede Commander Alfred Taylor. 





Loanda, August 9, 1861. (Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
No. 132. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 12.) 
(No. 32.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 10, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship translated copies of the 
Report presented by the Curator of the disposition of the negroes captured by the 
Portuguese palhabote of war “Pedro V,” and liberated by the Court of Mixed 
Commissions in this city, as shown by the several inclosures attending this despatch, 
which are also accompanied by that portion of a “ Boletim Official ” having reference 
to the said negroes. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 132. 


Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 
( Translation.) 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes that during the 
quarter I visited them several times, and found— 

Ist. Twenty-four libertos employed as servants, and the remainder in the Department of Public Works, 
except forty-four of them, who are employed by the Municipal Chamber of this city, and all said they are 
receiving good treatment. 

2nd. That in the same quarter it was reported to the Board by the Director of Public Works that three 
of the libertos ran away, and four died in the hospital, which completes the number of seventy-two negroes 
liberated by the Mixed Commission established in this city, and delivered by this Provincial Government to 
the Board of Superintendence, in conformity to Annex C of the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842. 

St. Paul de Loanda, July 1, 1861. . 


(S-gned) MANOEL ALVES DE CASTRO FRANCINO, Asststant Curator. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 132. 


Minute of Session of the Board of Superintendence of the 1st May, 1861. 
( Translation.) 

ON the Ist May, 1861, in this city of St. Paul de Loanda, reunited the Board of Superintendence at the 
Palace of this Government, at 12°30 p.m., by invitation of his Excellency Sebastiiio Lopes de Calheiros e 
Menezes, Governor-General of the Province of Angola. His Excellency said that he had called a meeting of 
the said Board of Superintendence, for the purpose of continuing their labours, as there was in the Department 
of Public Works a number of negroes liberated by the Mixed Commission established in this city, who, in 
conformity of Annex C to the Treaty of 8rd July, 1842, between Portugal and Great Britain, for the 
suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, ought to be placed in charge of the Board of Superintendence, and 
agreeing to this, Sir Henry Huntley, Arbitrator, Acting Commissioner, in the absence of Edmund Gabriel, Esq., 
the Board resolved, that in conformity of Annex C, should be published in the Official Boletim, a notice of the 
existence of the said libertos in the above-mentioned Department, inviting those whoever wish to take them 
under the conditions that shall be presented in the next reunion of the Board, which will take place seven days 
after the publication of the said notice, to decide to whatever questions that shall be presented, the Assistant 
Curator, acting as Curator, said, that as all the books had been received in the Archives of the British Commis- 
sioner, also other objects belonging to the Department of the Curator for Liberated Negroes, with consent of the 
said Board when they suspended their labours in August 1858, it was necessary that the books of the Acts and 
the Register of the negroes recently liberated, should be immediately returned for the purpose of entering them 
therein, and entering in them the Acts of this Session and of those which shall follow; also the other books 
as they will become necessary. The Board so resolved, and Sir Henry Huntley offered immediately to deliver 
the books. And there being no further business, the Board adjourned at 10 o'clock p.m. 

Having entered these Acts, the Members of the Board sign, with me, Mansel Alves de Castro Francino, 
Assistant Curator of Liberated Negroes, in the absence of the Curator, and acting as Secretary ; Sebastiiio Lopes 
de Calheiros Menezes, Governor-General ; Henry Huntley ; Manoel Alves de Castro Francino. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 132. 


Minute of Session of the Board of Superintendence of the 3rd May, 1861. 


Translation. 

et oe ea of May, 1861, in this city of St. Paul de Loanda, and in the Palace of the Governor-General pf 
this province, re-united the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes. The Curator said that he had calldd 
this meeting for the purpose of presenting the demands for libertos made by different individuals in conformity of 
the deliberation of the Board taken in the preceding sesssion, and of the notice published in the “ Official Boletim” 
of the 4th of the present month; and presented the following documents of the Councillor President of the 
Relaciio, Louis José Mendez Affonso, asking for his service the liberto Pedro Quala ; of Don Thereza de Aguiar 
e Castro, asking for the libertos Izidore Tapioca, Ganga Pedro, Maiamba Guilhermima, Maria Segunda, Maria 
Guenque, Amalia Cambera, Mariana Muganga, Christiviio Mudi, Joiio, e Joao Congo; of Dr. Saturnino de Souza 
e Oliveiro, asking for libertos Cicero Maialla, Antonia Segunda, Tiberio Sumbo, and Pedro Joio; of Ignacio José 
Moraes, jun., asking for libertos Melanda, Quenque, Mossoque, and Manoama ; of Lieutenant-Colonel Marcelino 
Antonio Noroberto Rudzky, asking for libertos José Panso and Boaquina ; and of Ensign Satyro José Rodrigues 
de Costa, asking for libertos Manoel and Manacula ; of the Notary Public, Maria Lazary, asking for liberto Alfredo 
Alfrete ; and a proposition from the Municipal Chamber of this city that all the libertos above mentioned should 
be delivered to the said Chamber. To this the Board resolved granting the before-mentioned requests, and that 
the remaining 46 libertos (as 2 had died in the hospital since the notice) should be delivered to the Camara, 
entering for this purpose the competent contract, and declined the petitions of Antonio Ignacio Ruas, Joaquim 
Manoel Escorcio, Louis Gomes «ie Carvalho Vieira, Manoel de Castro Pinto, and Redolfo Vieira Lopez (that were 
also presented), as these persons petitioned for the libertos for their plantations at Dande, Icolto, e Bengo, places 
for which the Board could not give license, as they are at a distance of over twenty English miles, established in 

in he Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842. . . 

~ gayle no faker business, the Board edjourned at 1 o’clock p.m. Entering this Act, the members of 
the Board sign with me, Manoel Aives de Castro Francino, Assistant Curator of Liberated Negroes, and Acting 
Secretary ; Calheiros, Governor-General; Henry Huntley, Arbitrator and Acting Commissioner; Manoel Alves 
de Castro Francino. 


a 
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Minute of Session of the Board of Superintendence of the 22nd May, 1861. 
( Translation.) 

ON the 20th of February, in the year of our Lord 1861, in this city of St. Paul de Loanda, and in the 
Palace of the Governor-General, met in session the Portuguese and British Mixed Commission established in this 
city, in conformity to the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842. His Excellency the Governor-General, Sebastido 
Lopes de Calheiros e Menezes, acting as Commissioner in the said Commission on the part of His Most Faithful 
Majesty, and Sir Henry Huntley, acting as Commissioner on the part of Her Britannic Majesty, and the sworn 
Interpreter, M. Albert Schut, Antonio Urbano Pereira de Castro acting as Secretary. The most excellent 
Councillor Governor-General gives notice that he has taken the oath before the Councillor Dr. Louis José 
Mendez Affonso, President of the Relacio of Loanda, in conformity with No. 3 of Article IX of Annex B to the 
same Treaty: and that he has called this session as the papers that the Secretary of this Commission had sent to 
the Governor-General were presented, and to deliberate over them according to law. They were there presented 
the document to the Governor-General of the 29th of January last, containing the copies of a document from 
the Chief of the Portuguese naval station ; another from the Commander of the palhabote of war ‘ Don Pedro V ;” 
also a copy having reference to the 33 libertos sent to the Public Works for deposit. All these papers relate to 
the upsetting of the lancha ‘“ Maria Izabel,” belonging to Pamplona, having on board 80 slaves, shipped at 
Lieugula, a point close to Ambrizette, to be disembarked at Vista; and being chased by the above-mentioned 
palhabote, was, by means of the mismanagement of the patriéo of the same lancha upset, and with difficulty the 
Portuguese flag, and 33 slaves, with one of the Cabindas belonging to the crew, were secured, the remainder 
saving themselves by swimming. . 

The Commissioners, after examining the papers, resolved that they should be authenticated, and presented at 
the first session, with the Cabinda of the said lancha that was also taken. ‘Two or three of the libertos who 
should appear the most intelligent amongst the 33 should be questioned ; aiso the Commandante of the palhabote 
* Don Pedro V” should be invited to come and make his declaration. 





No. 133. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner, No. 19, October 22, 1861. 


(Slave Trade information.] 





No. 134. 


Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 4.) 


(No. 35.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 23, 1861. 

IN my despatch No. 22 of May 29, [T had the honour of inclosing to your 
Lordship the copy of a confidential letter which I had addressed to his Excellency 
the Governor-General on the subject of domestic slaves being taken with unusual 
frequency from this city to the Island of St. Thomas. 

Since the date of that despatch, I have, my Lord, the more carefully watched 
that practice, and it appears to me not only to be extending itself, but also to have 
originated another measure which will call for rigid supervision, if not opposition, 
although it may have received the apparent sanction of the Government of this 
Province. ; 

I believe I am quite correct in stating to your Lordship that the practice I 
allude to is of the following description, namely, previously to the departure of the 
last Portuguese mail-steamer* from this city for St. Thomas and Lisbon, no less 
than forty applications were made by or on the = of negroes, represented as 
being free, and desiring to leave Loanda to proceed to St. Thomas, for the purpose 
of hiring themselves out as labourers, it having been understoed that labour was 
much wanted on that island. ; ’ = 

Applications were made for a passage to St. Thomas in the “Stephanie ;”+ 
each negro was provided with a passport regularly executed by the Provincial 
Government, and the passage-money being then paid, they were received on board 
as free passengers. mee a ; 

Shortly afterwards about 100 more similar applications were preferred ; which 
occurrence apparently awakening the suspicion of the agent acting here for the 
“Unio Mercantil” Company of Lisbon, these fresh applications were rejected. 

Since this event a large coasting-boat called a “lancha,” of twelve or fifteen 
tons burden, has had her sides “raised upon” (meaning built higher,) and I am 
confidently informed that it is intended to despatch her with 70 negroes, professing 


* “Stephanie,” August 9, 1861. + August 9, 1861, to sail for Lisbon and St. Thomas. 
Ciass A. 
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to be freely making the voyage to St. Thomas, as soon as the vessel may be ready 
for sea, which she will in ten days or a fortnight be. 

I cannot discover that there will be any objection on the part of the Provincial 
Government to supply passports should they be required for the negroes mentioned ; 
and I have, indeed, been informed that: directions ca been sent from hence to the 
Governor of St. Thomas carefully to register the negroes arriving as freemen, in 
order to frustrate any illegal intentions entertained with reference to them, by those 
who in reality will be the shippers. 

It is, my Lord, certainly believed that the subject of renewing the cultivation 
of the fertile island in question has lately engaged the attention of the Portuguese 
Government, which, probably, has given directions for every possible assistance to 
be afforded from this province ; nevertheless, in the face of the precaution I have 
before named, I cannot help looking upon the proceeding with unqualified suspicion ; 
regarding it as a subterfuge to evade the Treaty of July 3, 1842, with Portugal, 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade, on the part of those who embark the 
negroes. 

‘ Iam fully of opinion that should a vessel carrying negroes as already described 
be met with by one of Her Majesty’s ships, and sent in for trial, no justifica- 
tion of the practice would be found in the Treaty, which clearly stipulates what 
negroes may be legally carried ;* and no permission is anywhere given to carry any 
others: and by examining some of the negroes themselves, I think it would be 
found that they were no consenting party to their embarkation. 

I have, my Lord, partially mentioned this subject to Commodore Edmonstone, 
who arrived here on the 15th instant, but as that officer was suddenly called away 
to the River Congo, any further communications with reference to it have been 
necessarily suspended; but upon his return I shall call them to his attention. 
However, I shall not fail to place the whole case in the possession of Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner, who I expect will resume his duties early in September. 

have, &c. 


(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 135. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissioner to Lord J. Russell, No. 36, August 23, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 136. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 12, 1861. 
WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr, Gabriel returned to 
this place from England on the 4th instant, and resumed his duties as Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner in the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established here. 
2. A Minute to this effect has been duly entered on the Records of the Court. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 137. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received November 12.) 
(No. 38.) 
My Lord Loanda, September 15, 1861. 


* Article V, Treaty, July 3, 1842. 
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+0 slaves which had been shipped at Mangue Grande the previous day, and were 
destined to be put on board a vessel which was receiving her human cargo under 
sail in the offing. 

2. The “ Tigre” did not succeed in getting alongside the slave-vessel, and havin 
lost sight of her, she was returning in-shore towards Mangue Grande when captumed 
by the “ Don Pedro V.” 

_ 3. In the evidence given by the several witnesses examined in this case, as well 
as in those of the “ Paguete de Moanda” and “ Va-vo,” captured at the same time, 
— Lordship will observe that mention is frequently made of Luiz Leivas as having 

een the party who directed and superintended the shipment of this cargo of slaves. 
This individual, a Portuguese subject who for some months past has been very 
actively engaged in the Slave Trade to the north, is a nephew of Francisco Antonio 
Flores, and was formerly charged with the management of some of his affairs in 
connection with the copper mines at Bembé. 

4. The sentence in the case of the “ Tigre,” a translation of which is inclosed, 
does not allude to the number of slaves which died between the period of capture 
and condemnation, or how many remained to be emancipated. The survivors were 
delivered over to the Department of Public Works in this city, and Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner, as a member of the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes, 
will, on resuming his duties in that capacity, have the honour of reporting to your 
Lordship the manner in which they have since been disposed of. 

We cannot close this despatch without remarking on the proceedings of the 
Commander of the Portuguese schooner of war “Cabo Verde” in not detaching an 
adequate force from that vessel to navigate the “ Tigre” to Loanda, and subsequently 
on ascertaining that she had been obliged to put into Cabenda, where the crew had 
deserted her, in leaving her hull on the beach at that place, without taking any 
measures to destroy it. It is more than probable that the “Tigre” is again employed 
for the same iniquitous purposes as she was when captured by the ‘Don Pedro V.” 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUMD GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 137. 


Report of the case of the Povtuguese launch “ Tigre.” 


THE “ Tigre” was found sailing under Portuguese colours, with a passport granted by the General 
Government of Angola, in which a native of Cabenda is described as the owner. She had embarked seventy 
slaves at Mangue Grande to be delivered cn board a brigantine which was receiving her cargo under sail, but night 
having set in, she failed to get alongside, and Lieutenant Pinho, of His Most Faithful Majesty's cruizer “ Don 
Pedro V.,” boarding her on the 9th of August, 1860, in latitude 6° 6’ south and longitude 10° 10’ east, and finding 
her with the said slaves on board, seized her and commenced a prosecution against her in the British and 
Portuguese Mixed Commission. ' 

On the 31st of August a letter was received from the Commander of the Portuguese Naval Station on this 
coast, reporting the circumstances under which the capture of the “ Tigre” was effected, and inclosing the papers 
found on board of her, together with the seizor's declaration. That officer also reports that the crew of the 
“ Tigre” had been lodged in the jail at Loanda, and that fifty-six of the slaves found on board of her had been 
placed in the Department of Public Works pending adjudication, viz., male, 37; female, 19. 

This letter was accompanied also by a list of the stores found on board the “ Tigre” at the time of 
detention. 

The following is a summary of the papers belonging to the “ Tigre” which were presented to the 
Court, viz. — 

1. Passport from the General Government of Angola, and dated 20th January, 1859. 

2. Pass signed by the Secretary-General of the Government of Angola, and dated 27th March, 1860, with 
several visas, the latest being that of the Governor of Ambriz, dated 12th June, 1860, authorizing the “ Tigre” 
to proceed to the ports to the north. 

3. List of crew, including the names of seven natives of Cabenda, and dated Loanda, 18th January, 1860. 

4. Certificate of measurement. 

5. Six Custom-house cockets for merchandize shipped at Loanda for the “ ports to the north.” 

With the above-mentioned papers there were also brought into Court by the captors six open letters, 
translations of three of the most interesting of which are hereunto annexed (Inclosures 2, 3, and 4). 

The declaration of the officer commanding the “ Don Pedro V” stated that “ on the 9th August, 1860, 
being at anchor in latitude 6° 6’ south, and longitude 12° 10’ east, he visited the Portuguese launch * Tigre, 
and finding on board of her 70 slaves without passport, she was captured in conformity with the Treaty of 

uly, 1842.” 
in On the 4th October, 1860, the prosecution was commenced in the usual form in the British and Portuguese 
Mixed Commission, and the monition being issued, the above-mentioned papers were duly filed in the cause. 

The Court met on the 6th October, and J. W. Albert Schut being sworn in as interpreter, the captor ratified 
his declaration on oath, and deposed that he had delivered the launch “ Tigre” with her crew, and the slaves 
found on board, excepting 3, who had died, to the Commander of the Portuguese schooner of war “‘ Cabo Verde, 
and that she had not yet arrived in this port, being in a very bad and almost unseaworthy state. Ke 
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Oe ig witnesses in preparatory produced by the captor for examination on the standing interrogatories were then 
called. 

Joba, native of Cabenda and coxswain of the “ Tigre,” declared that he was engaged by Don Ramon Ripon, 
the owner of a factory at Porto da Lenha in the River Congo, as coxswain of the said launch. That when near 
Mangue Grande he was called by Luiz Leivas to convey on board a ship then in sight (the name of which is 
unknown to him) slaves belonging to the said Leivas. hat he was doubtful whether he ought to do so, but at 
last he received on board 70 slaves and proceeded towards the ship, but he was unable to get alongside, having 
lost sight of her during the night. That he returned with the launch to Maza Mandombi, it being a better 
landiug-place ; and thence proceeding to Manda Maria by order of the aforesaid Luiz Leivas, he was detained by 
the “ Don Pedro V.” That at the same time as the “ Tigre ” there sailed another launch called the “ Va- Vo,” 
and the palhabote “ Paquete de Moanda,” which delivered their slaves on board the aforesaid vessel. That the 
“ Tigre” is owned by Don Ramon. On being asked if, when he left the Congo, he had orders to receive slaves, 
he replied in the negative, adding that slaves are not embarked within that river. ’ 

Soca, native of Cabenda, stated that he is boatswain of the “ Zigre,” which belongs to Don Ramon, at Porto 
da Lenha, from whence she sailed, by order of the said owner, to bring goods from Ambriz ; and passing close to 
Mangue Grande, Luiz Leivas at that place induced them to take 70 slaves on board a ship which was then 
receiving her cargo under sail. ‘That they proceeded towards the said ship in company with the palhabote 
“ Paquete de Moanda™ and the jaunch “ Va- Vo,” both of which delivered their slaves on board the vessel, but 
night having set in, they could not find her in the “ Tigre,” and, therefore, they returned to Maza Mandombe, 
where they received orders from Leivas to proceed to Manda Maria with the slaves, and at that place the launch 
was detained by the * Don Pedro V.” 

A seaman called Sumbo, a native of Cabenda, being called, confirmed the coxswain’s testimony in every 
particular to which he could depose, though his evidence was of a more limited nature. : 

The monition was returned on the 12th October, 1860, and on the 22nd, the Secretary of the Commission 
received from the Secretary-General of the Provincial Government a letter, inclosing a copy of a communication 
which had been addressed to the Governor-General by the Commander of the Portuguese schooner of war “ Cabo 
Verde,” a translation of which is annexed (Inclosure 5). 

From this document, it appears that the “ Zigre” having been manned by the crew from the “ Cabo Verde,” 
with instructions to proceed to Loanda, had been driven by contrary winds and currents into Cabenda, where her 
crew had escaped, after selling all her apparel and fittings, together with six of the libertos she had on 
board. 

These papers were duly filed in the cause, and the 30th October, 1860, was appointed for the trial, when the 
Court decreed the condemnation of the “ Zigre” as a good and lawful prize, and ordered that she should be 
disposed of in accordance with the Treaty. 

A translation of the sentence to this effect is annexed (Inclosure 6). 

St. Paul de Loanda, September 15, 1861. 

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. i37. 


Don Tomas Martines to Captain José Roche. 

( Translation.) 
Captain, Macula, June 25, 1860. 

THE bearer of this is Don Francisco, who will tell you all the news here. The moment you receive this, 
you will proceed to sea, and stand in again in 6° 44’ south, where you will find a small craft with a blue flay flying 
asa signal, which, on making you out, will allow you to approach her and will guide you to the point you are to 
make. 

The only crnizer now here is an American corvette: however, you ought to be on your guard. We have 
nothing to fear from the English, except in some unforeseen event. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) TOMAS MARTINES. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 137. 


Letter signed by Guilherme José da Silva Correa for Don Tomas Martines, and addressed to Cuptain 
José Roche. 
( Translation.) 
Captain, Macula, June 26, 1860. 
THE bearer of this will be Don Frarcisco, who will tell you the state of affairs. The moment you 
receive this proceed to sea, and on the 20th July stand into Mangue Grande, where you will find some one to 
conduct you to the anchorage. 
Iam, &e. 
For Don Tomas Martines, 
(Signed) GUILHERME JOSE DA SILVA CORREA. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 137. 


Manoel Augusto Borguete Alves to Senhor Duarte Carvalho Co. of Lisbon. 
(Translation. ) 


Sirs, . River Congo, June 30, 1860. 

I HAVE received your advices of the 15th February last, acquainting me that you have received the sum of 
1554¥481, proceeds of the dollars (?) which is at my disposal. P 

You will oblige me by retaining this sum in your possession, as well as any others which may be sent to 
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you from the Havana until further orders; and it only remains for me to thank you, and offer you my 
services here. : , 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) MANOEL AUGUSTO BORGUETE ALVES. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 137. 


The Commander of the “ Cabo Verde" to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 
(Translation.) 
Excellent Sir, “ Cabo Verde,” Loanda, October 14, 1860. 

BEING informed whilst at Porto da Lenha that a launch had appeared at Cabenda, manned, it was said, 
by deserters from the navy, and that she was one of those which had heen captured by the schooner ‘“ Don 
Pedro V,” for being concerned in the Traffic in Slaves, I proceeded to that port in order to investigate the matter, 
and to take whatever measures might be possible. 

On arriving at that port I learnt from the honorary Colonel, Francisco Franca, that the launch “ Tigre” had 
arrived there, and I saw her on the beach, there being nothing left but her hull, the crew having sold all her 
apparel and fittings, and even the six libertos which she had on board. 

A prize crew had been sent from this ship to navigate the “ Tigre” to Loanda from the River Congo ; 
but the voyage being prolonged by contrary winds and currents, she was obliged, by the want of provisions, to 
put into Cabenda. 

The crew of the “ Tigre,” convinced of the criminality of their proceedings, had concealed themselves in 
the villages in the interior ; and although I requested the authorities there to capture them, it would have been 
very difficult to do this in consequence of the number of American ships which arrive at that place, on board of 
which they might have concealed themselves. 

To restore the hull of the launch, they demanded as indemnity the value of the articles which they 
alleged had been lent to the seamen—a barrel of rum, and twenty pieces of cloth, in consequence of which, anil 
seeing, moreover, that it would have been almost impossible to tow her up the Congo, I was not able to bring 
her away. 


(Signed) FRANCISCO D’ASSIS E. SILVA. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 137. 
Judgment given in the case of the Portuguese Launch “ Tigre.” 


CONSIDERING that the authentic declaration of Francisco Pedro Villar de Pinho, commanding the cruizer 
“Don Pedro V,” shows that the “‘ Zigre” was captured in latitude 6° 6’ south, and longitude 12° 10’ cast, 
having on board 70 slaves, without passport : 

Considering, likewise, the replies given by the coxswain and two of the crew of the said launch to the inter- 
rogatories put to them, that the said launch received her slaves in Mangue Grande to be conveyed on board a 
ship which was receiving her cargo under sail, and that night having set in, they did not find her: 

Considering, moreover, that in view of these proofs and others which appear in the “ antos,” it is beyond 
doubt that the said launch being engaged in the Traffic in Slaves, was legally detained under Article I of the 
Treaty of July 3, 1842: 

On these grounds, and no claim having been presented by any of the parties interested in her, in accordance 
with the monition which was duly issued, the launch “ Tigre” is judged a good prize, and it is ordered that she 
shall be disposed of in conformity with the aforesaid Treaty. 

Hall of Sessions of the Mixed Commission at Loanda, October 30, 1860. 

(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY, CARLOS AUGUSTO FRANCO, 
Acting Commissioner. Governor-General, acting as Portuguese Commissioner. 





No, 138. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell—(Received November 12.) 
(No. 39.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 15, 1861. 

WITH this despatch we have the honour of laying before your Lordship a 
report of the case of the Portuguese launch “‘ Va-vo,” condemned in the British and 
Portuguese Mixed Commission at this place for being engaged in the Slave Trade, 
and fully equipped for that purpose. ; ; 

2. The “ Va-vo” was fallen in with in latitude 6° 6’ south, and longitude 
12° 10’ east, by His Most Faithful Majesty’s cruizer “ Don Pedro V,” and sent to 
Loanda for adjudication. The evidence produced eT that she had been 
engaged in the same enterprise as the “ Tigre,” reported in our preceding despatch, 
and that she was, therefore, liable to the consequences of an infringement of the 
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. The manifest equipment of the “Va-vo” for the 
Traffic in Slaves led to a sentence of confiscation being pronounced on her on the 
30th October, 1860. ’ 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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Inclosure in No. 138. 
Report of the case of the Portuguese Launch “ Va-vo.” 


THE launch “ Va-vo”’ was detained under Portuguese colours on the 9th August, 1860, by His Most Faithful 

Majesty's cruizer “Don Pedro V” for having on board an equipment for the Slave Trade. 
, On searching her the following papers were found on board, viz. :— 

1, Passport given by the General Government of the Province of Angola, and dated 13th July, 1859 
in which Mabuco, a native of Cabenda, is described as owner. . : 

2. Pass dated Loanda, 28th of September, 1859. 

3. List of crew. 

The captor’s declaration was to the effect following :— 

“On the 9th day of August, 1860, the ‘Don Pedro V’ being at anchor in latitude 6° 6° south, and 
longituae 12° 10’ east, visited the Portuguese launch ‘ Va-vo, which was captured for having on board the 
articles hereunder mentioned :—two large casks and one small cask filled with fresh water ; two large tubs; 
one boiler of very large size; one iron pot; and a large quantity of beans and fuarinha. 

“ Her crew was composed of nine Cabenda men, and the coxswain on being asked stated that the * Va-vo’ 
belonged to a native of Cabenda who hired her to a Portuguese factor at Porto da Lenha named Carvalho, by 
whom she was sent to Mangue Grande at the disposal of Luiz Leivas. That the said Leivas embarked twenty 
slaves on board of her, who were conveyed to an American brigantine which shipped her cargo of slaves on the 
6th of August last, near Snake’s Head ; the embarkation of slaves on board this launch having been directed by 
Manos! Antonio Borguete Alves and José Viera Borges.” ; 

On the 4th October, 1860, the usual monition was issued, and on the 8th proceedings commenced in the Court 
the witnesses being brought up and examined on the standing and special interrogatories. 

Chocolate Oliveira, coxswain. deposed as follows :— 

“ That the launch ‘ Va-vo’ belonged to Chico Franco, at Cabenda, and was lent to Carvalho Mangueira, 
established with a factory at Porto da Lenha in the River Congo, in whose service she was employed when she 
was sentto Ambriz. On being questioned, however, by the captor he stated that the truth was, she had been sent 
by Carvalho to Mangue Grande at the disposal of Luiz Leivas, who embarked slaves in her to be taken on board 
an American brigantine which received them under sail. That on returning to Maza Mandombe they were visited 
by the * Don Pedro V,’ and they declared that they were receiving wood and water in order to proceed to Ambriz; 
but that ou the following day, being off Moita Secea, they were seized by the ‘Don Pedro V," because they were 
procec ding towards Moanda, where they were going to land a sick man. 

That at the same time as the “ Va-vo,” the launch “ Tigre,” and the palhabote “ Pagquete de Moanda,” and 
others which were not detained, also took off slaves to the brigantine above-mentioned. 

In reply to a question put by the British Commissioner, he stated that the launch was quite full, but he could 
not say what number of slaves she took on board, for he did not count them. 

The boatswain and one of the seamen being examined, their evidence fully corroborated that given by the 
coxswain. 

On the 30th October, 1860, the Commissioners met, and no further evidence being advanced, they pronounced 
that the * Va-vo” had been lawtully detained, on grounds similar to those set forth in the case of the “ Paquete 
de Mvanda ;” and it having been established that this launch was provided with nearly all the prohibited articles 
of equipment mentioned in Article IX of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, they adjudged the said launch to be a 
good prize, and ordered that she should be disposed of in accordance with the said ‘Treaty. 

St. Paul de Lounda, September 15, | 861. 

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY, 





No. 139. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 40.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 16, 1861. 

WE have the honour to inclose herein, for your Lordship’s information, a 
Report of the case of the palhabote “ Paquete de Moanda,” sailing under Portuguese 
colours, which having 5 slaves on board, and a complete slaving equipment, was 
detained on the 13th August, 1860, by His Most Faithful Majesty’s schooner “ Don 
Pedro V,”* Lientenant Pinho, Commander, and prosecuted before the British and 
Portuguese Mixed Commission at this place. 

2. This case resembles, in all its main features, those of the “ Tigre,” reported 
in our despatch of yesterday's date, and they both afford a clear demonstration of 
the great assistance which is rendered to the slave-traders by the numerous 
launches and small craft employed in the coasting trade in the vicinity of the 
Congo, and furnished with regular papers from this Provincial Government. 

3. One of the slaves found on board this vessel alleged that she had been 
shipped in a palhabote belonging to that notorious slave-dealer, Pamplona, in this 
harbour, and near the citadel or fortress of San Miguel: and another stated that 
she had been embarked on board a launch belonging to the same individual near 
the bar of Corimba, about five miles outside of the harbour; but none of the 
witnesses having been questioned concerning this matter, we are unable now to da 
more than bring these statements under your Lordship’s notice. 
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3 Her Majesty’s Commissioner has found some advantage on former occasions 
from the names of persons engaged in the Slave Trade being recorded in the 
archives of the Commission, and we have, therefore, considered it advisable to 
append to this Report, as well as to that of the “ Tigre,” translations of some of 
the intercepted correspondence which is filed in the proceedings, and contains 
information that may hereafter be useful. 

4. In the sentence of confiscation passed on the “Paquete de Moanda,” a 
translation of which is annexed to the inclosed Report, no mention is made of the 
number of slaves found on board at the time of capture, the survivors of whom had, 
with the crew and passengers of that vessel, been deposited in the jail of this city 
pending. adjudication, as reported by the Commander of the Portuguese squadron ; 

ut they were subsequently delivered up to the Department of Public Works, and 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner, upon resuming his duties as a member of the Board 
of Superintendence of Liberated Negroes, which he will immediately do, will inquire 
into the manner in which these slaves were finally disposed of, and report thereon 
to your Lordship. ; 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 139. 
Report of the case of the Palhabote “ Paquete de Moanda.” 


THIS palhabote, sailing under Portuguese colours, was fallen in with on the 13th day of August, 1860, in 
latitude 6° 6” south, and longitude 12° 10’ east, by His Most Faithful Majesty's cruizer “Don Pedro V,” 
F. P. V. de Pinho Commander, and being found with 5 slaves on board, was seut to Loanda for adjudication, 

On the 4th September, 1860, a letter was addressed to the members of the Mixed Commission by the 
Commander of the Portuguese Naval Station, detailing the circumstances attending the capture of the palhabote 
** Paquete de Moanda,” and reporting that the two passengers found on board, and the five slaves which were 
said to belong to them, and also the seven Cabenda men composing her crew, had been seut to the jail in 
this city. 

The papers fond on board were :— 

1. Muster-roll, including the names of nine natives of Cabenda. 

2. Certificate of measurement. 

3. Passport granted by the General Government of Angola, dated 29th May, 1859. 

4. A Custom-house cucket. 

5. Minute of bond entered into at the Custom-house at Loanda on the 30th May, 1859, whereby, in 
conformity with the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836, it is prescribed that the “ Paquele de Muanda”™ is 
not to be employed in the Traffic in Slaves, and José Bernardo da Silva, who signs as bondsman, becomes 
liable to any punishment or penalty which may be imposed upon him in the event of transgression. 

6. Thirteen loose letters or papers, translations of three of which, or extracts thereof, are annexed (Inclosures 
2, 3, and 4), the rest being chiefly memoranda of the hire of Cabendas and others of no importance. 

On the 4th October, 1860, the Court met, and the above-mentioned papers being filed, the monition was 
issued, returnable in eight days. 

The captor's declaration is as follows :— 

“On the 13th August, 1860, the ‘Don Pedro V’ being at anchor in latitude 6° 6’ south, and longitude 
12° 10! east, visited the Portuguese palhabote named * Paquete de Moanda,’ belonzing to José Antonio de Fonseca 
y Costa, manned by ten natives of Cabenda, whereof only nine appear on her crew list. 

“ The said launch had on board two passengers, whose names are Manoel Antonio Borguete Alves ahd José 
Viera Borges ; the first accompanied by one male and two female slaves, without passports, and named Christina, 
Carolina, and Alfredo; and the second, by two male slaves, also without passports named Panzo aad 
Sumbo. 

“ On board this palhabote there were found the following articles :—five large empty casks, two large casks 
and one small cask filled with water, four iron pots, three large buckets, one large tub, three alqueires of 
calavanseras, and a large portion of farinha. 

“ The coxswain declared that in Mangue Grande there had been put on board the aforesaid palhabote, by 
order of Luiz Leivas, a great number of slaves, but that he did not know how many, and that the said passengers, 
Manoel Antonio Borguete Alves and José Viera Borges, had assisted at the embarkation of the said slaves, who 
were conveyed on board of an American brigantine on the 6th of August, off Snake's Head. 

‘OF the two female slaves accompanying Manoel Antonio Borguete Alves, one, Carolina, declared that she 
had been embarked at night, without passport, at a spot near the Bar of Corimba, on board a launch belonging to 
Senhor Pamplona, in which she had been conveyed to Mangue Grande ; and the other, Christina, stated that she 
had been embarked without passport, near the Fortress of San Miguel, in Loanda, and together with other slaves 
belonging to the same person, put on board a palhabote belonging to Senhor Pamplona, which conveyed them to 
Porto da Lenha.” 

On the &th October, 1860, the captor appeared in Court, and having confirmed his declaration on oath, stated that 
the launch and everything found on board of her, with her crew, slaves, and the two men calling themselves 
passengers, had been delivered up to the Commander of the Portuguese Naval Station, and he did not know how 
they had since been disposed of. The Court then proceeded to examine the coxswain, boatswain, aud one of 
the seamen, on the standing interrogatories. 

Pitra Waba, a native of Cabenda, and coxswain of the palhabote, stated that the ‘* Paquete de Moanda” 
belonged to a Spaniard named Don Ramon, established at Porto da Lenha, who sent her to Mangue Grande at 
the disposal of Luiz Leivas, to whom he presented himself; that Leivas put on board of her as many slaves as 
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she could carry, and took them on board a brigantine manned by Spaniards and Americans, which received them 
under sail. That the palhabote conveyed them to the said vessel, and afterwards returned to Maza Mandombé, 
where she met the “Don Pedro V,” and was visited by her. That they replied to the Commander of that vessel 
that they were receiving water and fuel to go to Loanda, and he left them. From thence they went to Mangue 
Grande, and received on board the white men José Viera Borges and Manoel Antonio Borguete Alves, with two 
women and three men, all slaves of the said white men: and whilst proceeding with them towards Porto da Lenha, 
quite in the opposite direction to Loanda, they were again visited by the “Don Pedro V;” and then, seeing that 
he had before made a false statement, he told the whole truth to the Commander, as well as that the two white 
men had assisted Luiz Leivas in embarking the slaves, not only on board the “ Paquete de Moanda,” but also on 
board the “ Va-vo” and “ Tigre.” 

Pucuta, boatswain, and Gime, seaman, being called and examined, their evidence was quite confirmatory of 
that given by the coxswain, more particularly in regard to the statement thatthe white men found on board as 
passengers had assisted Luiz Leivas in embarking slaves, and that the palhabote had gone off loaded with them to 
a vessel receiving her cargo under sail in the offing. 

With these examinations the captor closed his case; and the monition being returned, the 30th of October, 
1860, was fixed for the adjudication of the case, on which day the Court declared that the evidence for the prosecu- 
tion was sufficient to bring the “ Paguete de Moanda” within the application of the Treaty of the 3rd of 
July, 1842. 

: A sentence of condemnation was accordingly pronounced on the “ Paquete de Moanda,” a translation of 
which is annexed (Inclosure 5). 


St. Paul de Loanda, September 16, 1861. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 139. 


Don Tomas Martines to Senhor Joio N. de Barros. 

( Translation.) 
Senhor Jojio N. de Barros. Mangue, August 3, 186(. 

TO-DAY | hope to proceed on my voyage to the Island of Cuba; and I have to inform you that you owe 
me 23 packages (volumes ?), which you will deliver to Senhor Guilherme José da Silva Correa, and obtain 
his receipt. 

I received 232 packages, so that to complete the 255, according to the document you gave me, there are 23 
wanting, as I have stated. 

Confiding in you, I have delivered the documents you gave me to your employé Luiz Pardo, and am, &c. 

(Signed) TOMAS MARTINES. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 139. 


Extract of a Letter from Senhor Costa, at Mangue Grande, to Don Ramon, in the Congo. 


( Translation.) 
Seuhor D. Ramon. Mangue Grande, August 7, 1860. 

THE heavy surf which has prevailed here during the last five days has caused some delay in the embarka- 
tion of the packages (volumes ?) belonging to Barros, and the twenty which you left here to be sent on. 

The 4th ought to be the day for Leivas’ christening (shipment ?), but the godfather (vessel ?) has not yet 
arrived. We will see how things go on. 

The cargo was stowed with a wedge and mallet ; but I sent nothing. Don Tomas went and took with him 
all but twenty-three belonging to Barros. Pinto also goes. Luiz Reiz has arrived, and has also his cargo ready. 
From what he says they have been very fortunate. 

* * * * * * 

It is now the 12th. I send the “ Paquete,” in order that she may bring whatever you have been able to 
receive from Barros, and the remainder from Manoel Rodrigues, and the powder, as I wish to hit them hard ; 
and the news from Lisbon does not please me, as they might try to occupy Ambrizette. 

* * Ps * * * * 
am, &c. 


I 
(Signed) COSTA. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 139. 


José Goncalves Vianna to Alexandre Alves Ferreira. 
(Translation.) 
Senhor A. A. Ferreira. Mangue, August 11, 1860. 
ALTHOUGH [| have none of yours to reply to, I write this to ask you as my friend the favour of letting 
me know whether the oil (?) which was left behind by your vessel was sent in Barros’, and to whom consigned, 
as I am anxious to know the fate of the said oil. 
Awaiting your answer, I am, &c. 


(Signed) JOSE GONCALVES VIANNA. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 139. 


oe Judgment given in the case of the Portuguese palhabote “ Paquete de Moanda.” 
ranslation. 


CONSIDERING the declaration made by Francisco Pedro de Villar Pinho, commanding the “ Don 
Pedro V,” one of the Portuguese cruizers on this coast, stating that he had captured the palhabote named 
“« Paquete de Moanda,” in latitude 6° 6' south, and longitude 12° 10’ east, the said palhabote having on board 
two passengers and five slaves, without legal passport, and also five empty casks, three large and one small 
— filled with fresh water; four iron pots; three large buckets and one tub; with a quantity of beans and 
‘arinha : 

Considering, moreover, the replies of the coxswain and others of her crew to the interrogatories put to them, 
that the aforesaid palhabote received in Mangue Grande a number of slaves, to be conveyed on board a vessel 
manned by Spaniards and Americans, which was receiving slaves under sail : 

Considering, finally, that these and other proofs contained in the “autos” show beyond doubt that the 
“ Paquete de Moanda” was assisting in a Slave Trade speculation, and therefore lawfully detained under the 
provisions of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842: 

On all these grounds, and there not having been presented any claim on the part of those interested, in 
conformity with the Monition— 

The Mixed Commission adjudges the Portuguese palhabote “ Paguete de Moanda”™ to be a good prize, 
and orders that she shall be disposed of in conformity with the above-cited Treaty. ° 

Hall of Sessions of the Mixed Commission at Loanda, October 30, 1860." 





(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY, CARLOS AUGUSTO FRANCO, 
Acting Commissioner. Governor-General, acting as Portuguese Commissioner. 
No. 140. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received November 12.) 
(No. 41.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 16, 1861. 


WE have the honour to inclose to your Lordship in this despatch a Repor of 
the case of the Portuguese launch “ Palmeira,” captured on the 12th August, 1860, 
by His Most Faithful Majesty’s cruizer “ Don Pedro V,” whilst at anchor in latitude 
6° 6 south, and longitude 12° 10’ east, and brought before this Commission for 
adjudication. 

2. The proof offered by the seizor that the “ Palmeira” was concerned in the 
Slave Trade mainly rested on the character of the correspondence found eoncealed on 
board of her, but beyond this it was alleged that the “ Palmeira” was fitted with a 
canvas roof, which in the statement submitted to the Court by the Commander of 
the Portuguese squadron is represented as being adapted for covering or sheltering 
slaves, and that she had other illegal fittings on board. Upon this point, however, 
the Court did not think proper to go into any investigation, but by its sentence, a 
translation of which is annexed to the Report of the case, your Lordship will 
perceive that it judged the fittings in question sufficient to justify the detention of 
the “ Palmeira,” as coming within the meaning of Section 2 of Article [X of the 
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, although not affording grounds for condemnation. 

2. We have also the honour to forward herewith translated extracts of some of 
the letters found on board the detained launch, which afford strong proof, if proof 
were wanting, of the illicit nature of the Trade in which the owner of the ‘“‘ Palmeira,” 
Alexander Alves Ferreira, is engaged. 

4, The prosecution of this launch, which began on the 4th October, 1560, termi- 
nated on the 30th of that month by her restoration to her owner. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 140. 
Report of the case of the Portuguese Launch “ Palmeira.” 


ON the 1st September, 1860, a letter was received from the Commander of the Portuguese squadron on 
this coast, reporting the capture of the “ Palmeira” by the ‘* Don Pedro V,” one of the cruizers under his 
orders, and inclosing the papers in this case, which were as follows :— 

1. Passport from the General Government of the Province of Angola, dated December 28, 1°59. 

2. Crew list, dated Loanda, December 24, 1859, contuining the names of seven Cabenda men, composing 
the crew of the “ Palmeira.” 

3. Certificate of measurement. 

4. Pass dated December 28, 1859. 

5. Bond entered into at the Custom-house at Loanda on the 27th December, 1859. 
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In addition to the foregoing there were twelve other papers and letters seized, three only of which proved 
of any interest as reiating to the Slave Trade, and of those translations are annexed (Inclosures 2, 3, and 4). 

The Commander of the Portuguese Naval Station states that the “ Palmeira” is fitted with a canvass 
(“ barraciio de lona’’), which would serve to cover slaves, and draws the attention of the Commissioners to the 
fact of her having on board nine Cabenda men instead of seven, as enumerated in her crew list, such being an 
irfraction of the law and of the bond given at the Custom-house at Loanda: and adds that the crew had been 
sent to the jail at Loanda, excepting four, which had not then arrived in the “ Palmeira.” 

Finally, the said officer states that the declaration made not only by the crew of this launch, but also of 
the ‘* Tigre” and ‘* Va-vo," show that the launch assisted, at different times, in embarking slaves on board 
vessels engaged in that Traffic. 

This letter was accompanied by a list of the articles found on board the “ Palmeira,” including one large 
cask, one large canvas roof, two iron pots, and one tub. 

The declaration of the seizor was as follows :— 

“On the 12th day of August, 1860, the ‘ Don Pedro V’ being at anchor in latitude 6° 6’ south, and longitude 
12° 10! east, visited the Portuguese launch ‘Palmeira,’ belonging to Antonio Alves Ferreira, which, being suspi- 
cious, was searched, and there was found on board a correspondence, supposed to be of a secret nature, from the 
fact of its being found hidden in a sack of straw, covered with wood, under the forecastle of the launch. 

“On examining the said correspondence, it was found to be from persons known to be empioyed in the 
Traffic in Slaves, and besides this the ‘ Palmeira’ had on board two persons more than the number of her 
crew, inasmuch as the muster-roll contained the names of only seven, whereas a crew of nine were found 
on board.” 

The prosecution commenced on the 4th October, 1860, with the filing of the captor’s declaration, the 
reception of the launch’s papers, the issue of the monition, and the order for the examination of the witnesses 
in preparatory. 

Veromea, coxswain, being called, deposed that the “ Palmeira”’ belonged to Alexandre Alves Ferreira, 
with a factory at Porto da Lenha in the River Congo, where he traded in oil and slaves, and in whose 
service he was when taken prisoner about a month ago. 

That the correspondence found on board was given to him in Ambrizette ly a negro to be delivered to 
the owner, Alexandre Alves Ferreira; that he never made any voyage with slaves, and that he did not hide 
the correspondence, the reason why it was found under the firewood being that the negro had thrown it 
there, and he (the deponent) had forgotten it. 

With respect to the people which he had on board over and above the number of his crew, he said 
that they had been received at Ambrizette for a passage to Porto da Lenha. 

Muilla, boatswain, was called, and deposed that the launch “ Palmeira” belonged to Alexandre Alves 
Ferreira, in whose service he had been for a long time. That the said Ferreira had a factory at Porto da 
Lenha, and traded only in oil. That on sailing from Ambrizette a negro brought off the correspondence which 
was found on board and threw it in the bottom of the launch, where being forgotten it was found under the firewood. 
With respect to the extra number of men on board, he declared that they were received at Ambrizette as 
passengers for Porto da Lenha. 

The next witness called was Molemba, a seaman, who refused to make any reply to the questions put 
to him; he was accordingly ordered to retire, and Zan, a native of Cabenda, being called in his place deposed 
to the same effect as the coxswain. 

The monition issued on the 4th was returnable into Court on the 12th October, 1860. No claim was 
presented for the “ Pa/meira,” and in this case, although one of equipment, no steps were taken to survey 
and inspect the fittings of the detained launch, but on the 30th October, 1860, the British and Portuguese 
Mixed Courts met for the adjudication of the case, and pronouncing the detention justifiable restored the 
* Palmeira” to her owner without the right tv claim any indemnities, as is seen by the annexed translation 
of the sentence (Inclosure 5). 

St. Paul de Loanda, September 16, 1861. 

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 140. 


Extract of a Letter from Senhor Silva to Senhor Pereira, in the River Congo. 

(Translation. ) 
Senhor Pereira, Quitulianga, August 6, 1860. 

THIS morning early I received your favour of yesterday. I see that you are to deliver to the employ of 
Luiz Reis twenty barrils (?) of which you have only got seven; these, with two Marcolino has to give (which I 
will ask him for to-day), and one which I brought here some days since, making ten. 

You ought to send off Monteiroe’s oil (?) betore the 8th instant, in order that it may be at Mangue Grande 
on the 10th without fail. 

I therefore beg you to send off by bearer the seven, which with the other three will make ten, and the 
remaining ten, perhaps Souza may be able to buy before the day named, for which he will use the utmost 
diligence. 


* * * * * * * 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) SILVA. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 140. 


Extract of a Letter from M. J. O. S. to Senhor Pamplona, in the Congo. 
(Translation. ) 
Friend Palmeira, Macula, August 10, 1860. 
GUILHERME is gone to Mangue Grande to assist at the parturition (“ao parto?”) of Leivas, which has 
been accomplished, and that of Luiz Reis, which it is said will take place the day after to-morrow. 
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By the first I could not manage to send more than ten, but by the second I must try if I can send twenty. 
For Barros I send eighteen (I do not know if they will arrive in time) and an order for you to deliver to 
him the two you have, in case they should be in time, which God grant they may, but if not, I beg that those two, 
or the twenty should the eighteen have arrived in time, may be embarked by any opportunity which may offer at 
your place, consigned to whoever you think best, the money to be remitted to Lisbon, to Franc’sco José Ribeiro 
Guimaraes at my disposal. 

* * * * * aw * 
I am, &c. 

(Sigtied ) M. J. O. 8. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 140. 


Extract of a Letter from Senhor Pedreira to Senhor Alexandre Alves Ferreira, in the Congo, the owner of 
the “ Palmeira.” 
(Translation.) 
Senhor Alexandre Alves Ferreira, : Macula, August 10, 1860. 
* * #* * * * * 

In your letter of the 21st instant you ask me to send you a rough book which ought to be here. [ have 
found the three which I now send, but I do not know if they will be of any use to you; I send also the 
scribbling-book and the note-book of my time, not only because it may be one of those which you wish to see, 
but because from them you will learn (which perhaps is what you wish to know) everything that happened 
during the time I was in charge of your establishment. 

In this note-book, at pages from 1 to 7, you will see the goods which I took charge of when I arrived 
here, as well as all that have been received to this date. From pages 2 to 10, you will see the balance 
remaining this day ; at page 11, those which Senhor Eduardo delivered at Quitulianga, as well as the packages 
(volumes ?) there purchased. 

The barrels (?) bought by Senhor Eduardo, and sent here since 24th March, are 222, as appears by this 
note-book. 

In consequence of the reply of Senhor Eduardo, this launch goes without taking any of them, but as they 
may be wanted, I shall send the eleven packages which I received from Miguel Lino on the Sth instant to Mangue 
to be delivered to Leivas. 

I have also received six packages which came from Loanda, and which I have taken charge of, although you 
have given me no directions respecting Miguel Lino’s or your own, 


I again ask you, therefore, to let me know what I ought to do in case any others may arrive. 
* * * * * # * 


I an, &c. 
(Stgned) PEDREIRA. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 140. 


Judgment given in the case of the Portuguese Launch “ Palmeira.” 
(Translation. ) ; 

CONSIDERING the authentic declaration made by Francisco Pedro de Villar Pinho, commanding the 
Portuguese cruizer “ Don Pedro V,” from which it appears that the Portuguese launch “ Palmeira™ was captured | 
in latitude 6° 6’ south, and longitude 12° 10 east, having on board, besides two persons more than her crew, a 
correspondence said to be secret, from the fact of its being concealed in a sack of straw, covered with firewood 
under the forecastle, and which correspondence is recognized as that of persons employed in the Traffic in 
slaves: ; 
Considering that from a close examination of this correspondence nothing can be discovered which clearly 
shows that the said launch had incurred the penalties prescribed in the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, or even that 
she was employed in aiding or abetting any Slave Trade speculation : irre - 

Considering, moreover, that although the captor mentions nothing beyond this in in his report, it is seen from 
the list of articles found on board, which list is annexed to the autos, that there exists a canvas roof Gs barracao de 
lona"), which could easily be used for sheltering slaves, an article which comes within the meaning of Section 2 of 
Article 9 of the aforesaid Treaty, and which, although not sufficient evidence for her condemnation, is, nevertheless, 
a sufficiently strong cause of suspicion to justify her detention under Article X of the said Treaty : 

On all these grounds the Commissioners adjudge the said launch “ Palmeira” a bad prize, although her 
detention was legal, and they order that she shall be delivered up to her owner, or his attorney, without the right 
to claim any indemnities whatever. 

Hail of Sessions of the Mixed Commission at Loanda, October 30, 1860. , 

(Signed) H. V. HUNTLEY, CARLOS AUGUSTO FRANCO, 
Acting Commissioner. Governor-General, Acting as Portuguese Commissioner. 


a ee EEE 
No. 141. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Recetved November 12.) 


No. 42. 

My Ler, Loanda, September 16, 1861. 
HEREWITH we have the honour to hand to your Lordship a Report of the 

case of the cutter “ Mist,” seized under Portuguese colours on the 14th September, 


1860, off the River Congo, by His Most Faithful Majesty’s cruizer “ Don a ¥," 


76 LOANDA. 


and libelled in the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission in this city on a 
charge of illegal equipment for the Slave Traffic. 

2. This case was brought before the Court in a despatch from the Commander 
of the Portuguese Naval Station dated the 22nd September, 1860, inclosing a copy 
of a Report which had been addressed to him by the Commander of the “ Don 
Pedro V,” detailing the circumstances attending the capture of the “ Mist.” A 
translation of that Report, together with an abstract of the evidence, and a transla- 
tion of the sentence of the Court, is embodied in the inclosure to this despatch. 

3. Proceedings were instituted against the detained vessel on the 4th October, 
1860. On the 30th of that month the Court pronounced that the captor had not 
established his allegations against the “ Mist,” and that the evidence adduced was 
not sufficient to lead to her condemnation, under the provisions of the Treaty of the 
“te : uly, 1842, although the Commissioners were of opinion that the detention was 
egal. 

4. She was accordingly restored to her owner. 

5. For other particulars of this case we beg to refer your Lordship to the 
captor’s declaration, and the abstract of evidence given in the inclosed Report. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 141. 
Report of the case of the Portuguese cutter “ Mist.” 


THE “ Mist” sailed under a passport granted by the Government of Angola on the 5th November, 1859, 
which stated that she had been built in America, and that she was owned by Ladislau Antonio Rodrigues. 

On the 22nd September, 1860, a letter was received from the Commander of the Portuguese squadron, 
inclosing the copy of a report addressed to him by the commanding officer of the “ Don Pedro V,” reporting the 
capture of this cutter in the following terms :— 

‘**] have the honour to report that I sent to Loanda the Portuguese cutter ‘ Mist,’ whereof, according to her 
passport, Ladislan Antonio Rodrigues is owner, captured by this vessel, on the 14th instant, near the mouth of the 
River Congo where I was at anchor. 

“ This cutter was detained because she was leaving the river at night, and passing close to the ‘ Don Pedro V,’ 
a musket was fired at her, which she took no notice of, proceeding on her course at the same speed, so that a boat 
having left this vessel at the same time, could only come up with her at a distance of two miles from 
the ship. 

“ When brought alongside, I asked the coxswain to what nation he belonged, and he told me he was American, 
and on demanding his papers to verify his nationality, he delivered to me the Portuguese papers which I have now 
the honour to inclose to you. 

“I proceeded to search him, and [ found a signal-flag, two large casks (quarter pipes) filled with fresh water, 
which, for his crew, which ought to consist of only three men, was an excess, inasmuch as one of them, alone, 
would have contained water sufficient for a voyage of fifieen days. 

“T found, also, that, besides having on board one man more than her crew, which is contrary to law, and 
casks more than sufficient to contain water for her crew, she had also four mess-tubs, two large and two small, and 
one large bucket. I consider, therefore, that I have acted in accordance with my instructions, and in conformity 
with the Treaty. 

“She had on board two mails, and a desk, locked, two boxes cigars, and two tins of ointment, such as is used 
for curing slaves, and other sundries, part of which, as seen by the accompanying document, were sent to 
Quisembo by José Monteiro, in charge of the establishment of Antonio Fernandes, Portuguese factor, but the 
coxswain states that they were sent by the owner of the ‘ Mist,’ whois an American called Rickaby, to be delivered 
to a person at Ambriz, who is also an American. 

“For my own part, I think the cutter does not belong, either to the person mentioned by the coxswain, or to 
the individual named in the passport, but to Antonio José Fernandes, because she was anchored close to his 
factory the whole time she was at Porto da Lenha, and it appears to me the coxswain was instructed to state 
nothing positive. 

“The coxswain alleges that the cargo was for Ambriz, but the manifest or list of cargo says that it was for 
Quisembo, and he added that it had been shipped from the factory of the owner at Ponta da Lenha at 8 o'clock on 
the night of the 13th.” 

The papers with which this cutter was furnished, are as follows :— 

1. Passport obtained at Loanda on the 5th November, 1859. 

2. List of crew, dated Ambriz, Ist December, 1859, and including the names of three natives of 
Cabenda. 

8. Pass, dated Ambriz November 23, 1859, by the indorsements on which it would appear that the 
“ Mist” had made several voyages between that place and the River Congo in the nine months preceding her 
detention. 

4. Bond entered into at the Custom-house at Loanda, and dated 8rd November, 1859. 

5. A paper called “ manifest of cargo,” and signed—** For Antonio José Fernandes—José Monteiro.” 

The seizor's daclaration stated that ‘on the 14th day of September, 1860, the ‘Don Pedro V” being at 
anchor in latitude 6° 5’ south, and longitude 12° 12’ east, visited the Portuguese cutter ‘ Mist,’ whereof 
Ladislau Antonio Rodrigues is owner, manned by four Cabenda men, having, therefore, one more than the number 
specified in her crew list, and there being found on board of her two large casks, or quarter pipes, filled with fresh 
water, of which one alone would have been sufficient for the consumption of her crew during a voyage of fifteen 
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days, four mess-tubs, two very large and two smaller, and one large bucket, one of these mess-tubs being sufficient 
for the use of her crew.” 

The above-mentioned papers being duly filed on the 4th October, 1860, the usual monition was issued. 

The witnesses in preparatory produced for examination on the standing interrogatories were, the coxswain, 
boatswain, and one of the seamen 

The first-named deposed that, the cutter “ Mist” was the property of the American, Rickaby, established at 
Porto da Lenha, where he trades in oil, gum, and ivory. That he had been two days in that person's service when 
he was detained. ‘That he had on board one man more than his crew, because the owner had ordered it, in 
consequence of his representations of the necessity for having another man to cook. ‘That the two casks he had 
on board were full of water for ballast, as well as for drinking and cooking. That of the larger tubs, one was for 
washing clothes, another to pound the palm-nut and extract the oil for food, and the two smaller ones to eat out of, 
two at a time. 

The evidence of the other two witnesses was merely an echo of the deposition of the coxswain. 

The monition citing all parties interested in the vessel to appear, expired on the 12th October, 1861. 

No person presented any claim in the case of this vessel, and no Commission of Survey was issued, with the 
object of verifying the seizor's allegations as to the illegal outfit of the cutter, but on the 30th October, 1860, the 
Court met in order to dispose of the case, and judgment was pronounced in the following terms :— 

“Considering the Declaration of Francisco Pedro Villar Pinho, Commander of the Portuguese cruizer 
‘Don Pedro V,’ from which it appears that the Portuguese cutter ‘ Mist’ was captured in latitude 6° 5’ south, 
and longitude 12° 12’ east, for having on board one person more than the number named in her crew list : 
two casks or quarter pipes filled with fresh water, one of which would have held sufficient water for the 
consumption of her crew on a voyage of fifteen days ;|four mess-tubs, two very large, and two smaller; and 
one large bucket : 

“Considering, moreover, that although more than such craft generally carry, these things cannot be 
considered excessive for her crew, nor ought the water for the voyage to be calculated for fifteen days, as 
it might be much longer: 

“ Considering, likewise, that neither from the answers to the interrogatories, nor upon any other ground, can it 
be suspected that the aforesaid cutter was employed in the Traffic of Slaves, or in auy way aiding a Slave Trade 
speculation : 

pee Considering, finally, that the provisions of the Xth Article of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, are 
perfectly applicable to this case, as well as Article 7 of Annex B to the said Treaty, the Commissioners adjudge 
the said Portuguese cutter ‘ Mist’ to be a bad prize, although her detention was legal, and they order that 
the said cutter shall be delivered to her owner or his attorney, without the right to claim any indemnities.” 

This sentence having been signed by Sir Henry Huntley, as Acting British Commissioner, and by the 
Acting Portuguese Commissioner, the “ Mist" was accordingly released frum custody. 

St. Paul de Loanda, Septenber 16, 1861. 

(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 142. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received November 12.) 
No. 43.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 18, 1861. 

BESIDES the five launches and other craft whose cases we have had the 
honour to report in our preceding despatches, a sixth, called the “ Paquete,” was 
detained on the 2nd of September, 1860, in the River Congo, by the Commander of 
the “ Don Pedro V,” on the ground that she had no regular papers on board to 
prove her nationality or authorize her to navigate between one point and another on 
this coast. 

2. The “ Paquete” had on board a lawful cargo when detained. She was not 
charged with having been guilty of an infraction of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 
1842, nor indeed did it appear, from the papers submitted to the Court in this case, 
that there was any reason to suppose she had been, at the time of her detention, 
employed in the Slave Trade. 

3. The Court, therefore, resolved in Session of the 4th October, 1860, that the 
question of the sufficiency or otherwise of the papers with which the “ Paquete” was 
furnished, was one which it could not properly take cognizance of, and the Commis- 
sioners ordered that the said launch, together with all the documents respecting her 
detention which had been brought into Court by the Commander of the ‘ Don 
Pedro V,” should be placed at the disposal of his Excellency the Governor-General 
of the Province, in order that the case might be referred to the competent Tribunal. , 

4. The case of the “Paquete” was accordingly adjudged before the “Tribunal de 
Prezas,” and the clearest evidence being adduced to show that this Jaunch was 
engaged in licit commerce when detained by the “ Don Pedro V,” the circumstance 
of her not being provided at that time with the papers required by the laws of this 
Province, being attributable to an oversight on the part of the owner, in whose 
keeping they were, she was restored, without the right to indemnities. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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No. 143. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received November 12.) 
(No. 44.) 


My Lord, Loanda, September 20, 1861. 
IN accordance with our instructions we have the honour to transmit herewith 
to your Lordship a return of the vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in 
the Slave Trade, which were adjudicated by the Mixed Commission in this city, 
during the half-year ending on the 3lst December, 1860. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 143. 


Rervan of Vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and adjudicated by the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission Court at Loanda, between the Ist July and 
31st December, 1860. 
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EDMUND GABRIEL. 
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No. 144. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 45.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 25, 1861. 
WE have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch No. 15 of the 
23rd July last, addressed to Sir Henry Huntley, on the subject of his having 
communicated to Flag-Officer Inman, commanding the United States’ squadron on 
this coast, the information received from your Lordship relating to vessels under 
the American flag, suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 
2. Her Majesty’s Arbitrator begs to assure your Lordship that he shall not 
fail to be guided in future by the instructions conveyed in the above-mentioned 


despatch. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 145. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—( Received November 12.) 


(No. 46.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 28, 1861. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 8th July last, addressed to Sir Henry Huntley, referring to the case of the 
British brig ‘Lord of the Isles,” which vessel was detained by the Portuguese 
authorities at Mossamedes in January last, and having been brought before the 
British and Portuguese Mixed Commission in this city, was afterwards referred to 
the “ Tribunal de Prezas ” for adjudication. 

2. We beg respectfully to assure your Lordship that as soon as Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner is enabled to examine the papers and documents connected with the 
proceedings had before the Mixed Commission and the “‘ Tribunal de Prezas”’ in the 
case of the ‘‘ Lord of the Isles,” we will have the honour of forwarding a full report 





thereon. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
No, 146. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell._—(Received November 12.) 

(No. 47.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 28, 1861. 


YOUR Lordship’s despatch of the 15th May last in reply to Sir Henry 
Huntley’s of the 22nd January, 1861, suggesting that the opinion ‘of the Law 
Officers of the Crown should be taken upon the question whether vessels under 
Portuguese colours employed in a manner similar to the French vessel “ Don Juan,” 
are liable to capture and condemnation under the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, 
was duly received on the 6th July last, and has been placed in the archives of this 
Commission. 

2. Her Majesty’s Commissioner begs permission to add that he entirely coincides 
in the views expressed by your Lordship on this matter. It appears to Mr. Gabriel 
that every case must be attended with circumstances peculiar to itself, which will, 
probably, enable the Commissioners to determine the real nature of the transaction, 
and should any such case as the one contemplated occur, it will be his duty to 
apply to it the provisions of the Treaty according to the best of his judgment, 
founded on the evidence which may be produced before the Court. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY, 
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No. 147. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 48.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 30, 1861. 

WITH this despatch we have the honour of inclosing to your Lordship the 
Annual Report for 1860 which his Excellency the Governor-General, as Acting 
Portuguese Commissioner, and Mr. Gabriel, have drawn up for transmission to the 
British and Portuguese Governments, in compliance with Article X1 of Annex B 
to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, relating Ist, to the cases which were brought 
before the Court for adjudication; 2ndly, to the state of the liberated negroes ; 
3rdly, to the treatment of, and progress made by, the liberated negroes. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 147. 
Report of the Mixed Commission for the year 1860. 


Report for the year 1860, which the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established at St. Paul de Loanda 
in virtue of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, concluded ‘between Great Britain and Portugal for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, is to transmit to each of the respective Governments in conformity with 
Article XI of Annex B to the said Treaty. 


1.—Cases submitted for Adjudication. 


During the year 1860 six cases were brought before this Mixed Commision for adjudication. 

1. The Portuguese launch “ Zig7e,” Mabuco, a native of Cabenda, ostensible owner, 

This launch shipped at Mangue Grande a cargo of 70 slaves for the purpose of conveying them on board a 
brigantine which was receiving her cargo under sail, but failing to get alongside her before night set in, she lost 
sight of the vessel, and her guilty intentions being thus frustrated, she was proceeding towards the shore, when, 
in latitude 6° 6’ south and longitude 12° 10) east, she was captured by the Portuguese cruizer ‘* Don Pedro V.," 
Lieutenant Pinho Commander, and sent to Loanda for adjudicatton. 

On the 4th October, 1860, proceedings were instituted against the “ Zigre” in the British and Portuguese 
Mixed Commission, and the papers found on board at the time of her detention having been duly filed, together with 
the captor’s declaration ratified on oath, three, of the crew were brought up for examination, and the evidence given 
by them clearly established the tact that she was engaged in the Traffic in Slaves. 

The prosecution of the “ Tigre” was closed on the 30th October, 1860, when the Court decreed her 
condemnation as a good prize, and ordered that she should be disposed of in accordance with the Treaty. 

2. The launch ‘* Va-vo,” sailing under Portuguese colours, and belonging to Chico Franque, a native of 
Cabenda. 

This launch was captured by the same officer and almost under the same circumstances as the “ Tigre,” 
having likewise been engaged in carrying off slaves to the vessel referred to in the preceding case, but having been 
more successful than her consort, she had delivered her cargo and was returning to Mangue Grande when the 
“Don Pedro V" fell in with her, and finding her fully equipped for the Slave Trade sent her for trial before the 
Mixed Commission. 

On the 4th October, 1860, the captor’s declaration and other papers were brought into Court and duly filed. 
On the 8th of that month three witnesses, consisting of the coxswain, boatswain, and one of the seamen, were 
examined on the usual interrogatories. ; 

The evidence adduced in this case incontestably proved the illegal employment of the “ Va-ro” in the Slave 
Trade, and on the 30th October sentence of confiscation was recorded against her, the Court ordering that she 
should be disposed of in the manner prescribed in the Treaty. 

3. The Portuguese palhabote “ Paquete de Moanda,” José Antonio da Fonseca Costa, owner. ak 

The “ Paguete de Moanda” had been engaged in the same nefarious proceedings as the “ Tigre” and 
‘« Va-vo,” and was captured by the “ Don Pedro V” on the 12th August, 1860, having on board 54 slaves and 
several articles of equipment prohibited by the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. 

After delivering her slaves on board the vessel already referred to, she returned to the shore, and at Mangue 
Grande embarked two passengers, who, with the 5 slaves, were fonnd on board of her when captured by the “ Don 
Pedro V” on her voyage to the River Congo. : 

These passengers, together with the crew of the “ Paquete de Moanda,” were delivered up to the Portuguese 
authorities in this city. 

The declaration of seizure having been duly ratified on oath by the captor on the 4th October, 1860, the 
coxswain, boatswain, and one seaman were brought up and examined. 

They all agreed in stating that a number of slaves had been put on board the “ Paquete de Moanda,” for 
conveyance to a vessel which received her cargo under sail off Snake's Head on the 6th August, 1860. s 

The Court, therefore, on the 30th October pronounced its decision, condemning the “ Paquete de Moanda 
as a good prize, and ordering that she should be disposed of in conformity with the provisions of the Treaty. 

4. The launch “ Palmeira,” under the Portuguese flag, Alexandre Alves Ferreira, owner. 

This launch was captured on the 12th August, 1860, by Lieutenant Pinho, commanding the Portuguese 
eruizer “‘ Don Pedro V,” on a charge of being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The captor’s declaration, which was duly authenticated on oath on the 4th October, 1860, set forth that a 
secret correspondence had been found concealed on board this launch from persons notoriously employed in the 
Slave Trade; and it was alleged, moreover, by the Commander of the Portuguese Naval Station, that she was 
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fitted with a canvas roof (“ barracio de lona”) suitable for sheltering slaves, and that she had on board other articles 
of equipment prohibited by the Treaty. 

On the examination of the witnesses, consisting of three of the crew of the ‘“ Palmeira,” the Court was satisfied 
of the legality of the voyage in which she was engaged, but considering that the articles above-mentioned were 
sufficient to justify the detention, -it passed a sentence of restoration, and ordered the “ Palmeira” to be delivered 
up to her owner without the right to claim any indemnities, 

5. The launch “ Paquete.” 

On the 2nd September, 1860, this launch sailing without colours or papers was detained by Lieutenant Pinho, 
commanding the “ Don Pedro V,” in the River Congo. 

She was brought before this Commission on the ground that she had no regular papers to authorize her to 
navigate on this coast, and not on a charge of having on board any illegal fittings for the Slave Trade. 

This, therefore, being considered as a matter not falling within the jurisdiction of the Court, the Commissioners 
resolved in Session of the 4th of October, 1860, that the launch “ Paquete” should, together with all the papers 
relating to her detention, be delivered over to the General Government of the Province, in order that the case might 
be referred to the competent Tribunal. 

6. Portuguese cutter “ Mist,” Ladislau Antonio Rodrigues owner. 

From the documents and evidence filed in this case~it appears that the “Mist” was captured on the 
14th September, 1860, in latitude 6° 5’ south, and longitude 12° 12’ east, by Lieutenant Pinho, commanding His Most 
Faithful Majesty’s schooner “ Don Pedro V,” and libelled before the Mixed Commission on a charge of being 
equipped for the Traffic in Slaves. 

On the 4th October, 1860, the captor presented his declaration, which was duly. ratified on oath, and the usual 
forms having been complied with, the Court proceeded to examine the witnesses produced. 

The evidence given did not establish to the satisfaction of the Commissioners that the cutter was at the time 
of her detention engaged in a Slave Trade adventure, although they were of opinion that the provisions of the 
Xth Article of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, and the VIIth Article of Annex B thereto, were applicable 
to the case of this vessel, and consequently it was closed on the 30th Oetober, 1860, by the restitution of the cutter 
‘* Mist” to ker owner without indemnities. 


2.— Condition of the Liberated Negroes. 


As stated in the Annual Report for 1859, none of the negroes liberated by this Commission in 1845 and 1848 
are remaining under the charge of the Board of Superintendence, the whole of them having been granted their full 
and permanent liberty. 

In the year 1860, 75 negroes were captured on board vessels adjudicated by the Mixed Commission, and the 
survivors of them delivered over to the Provincial Government to be disposed of in accordance with Annex C to the 
Treaty. 

3.— General Information respecting the Liberated Negroes. 


The survivors of the 75 negroes above referred to have recently been distributed in conformity with the 
provisions of Annex C to the Treaty, and the Commissioners will be enabled to furnish accurate and detailed 
information respecting their treatment, and the progress made in their education, in the Annual Report for the current 
year. ‘i 

Hall of Sessions of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission at Loanda, September 30, 1860. 





(Signed) 8S. L. DE CALHEIROS E MENEZES, EDMUND GABRIEL, 
Governor-General of the Province of Angola. British Commissioner. 
No. 148. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
(No. 20.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, November 15, 1861. 


I HAVE to acquaint you that I have appointed Mr. E. H. Hewett to be Clerk 
to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda; and I inclose, for your information 
and guidance, a copy of a letter which I have addressed to Mr. Hewett on his 
appointment. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 149. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 21, November 23, 1861. 
[Slave Trade information.] 








No. 150. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.— (Received December 2.) 

(No. 49.) 3 
My Lord, Loanda, October 5, 1861. 

IN obedience to the general instructions addressed to Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioners at this place, we have the honour to forward with this despatch a Return of 
the vessels captured on suspicion of being concerned in the Slave Trade, and 
adjudged by the Mixed Court in this city during the half-year ending on the 
30th June of the present year. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 150. 


Return of Vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and adjudicated by the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission Court at Loanda, between the Ist January and 
30th June, 1861. 
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EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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No. 151. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell, No. 50, October 6, 1861. 
[Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 152. 


“ Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—Received December 2.) 
(No. 51.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 10, 1861. 

IN submitting to eed Lordship our Annual Report of the state of the Slave 
Trade on this part of the coast, Her Majesty’s Commissioner begs at the outset to 
express his regret at being unable to furnish such full information as he could wish 
on this subject in consequence of his having been absent from his post during 
nearly the whole of the past year. He will, however, have the honour of bringing 
to your Lordship’s attention such matters as have come under his notice since his 
recent resumption of his duties, together with his remarks thereon. 

2. The total number of cases adjudged since the date of the last Annual Report 
is seven. One was the British brig “ Lord of the Isles,” detained by the Portuguese 
authorities at Mossamedes, and brought before this Commission on a charge of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade, but subsequently referred to the “ Tribunal de Prezas” 
for adjudication, One was captured without colours or papers, and the Mixed 
Commission having pronounced that it could not take cognizance of her capture 
under the circumstances reported in our despatch of the 18th ultimo No. 43, this 
case was also transferred to the “ Tribunal de Prezas.” 

The remaining five were small craft engaged in the coasting trade to the north, 
the whole of them being provided with official papers by the Government of this 
Province, and it is a fact which we think worthy of bringing under your Lordship’s 
notice that two of them were owned by natives of Cabenda. 

Three of these craft were seized and prosecuted on the ground of equipment 
for Slave Trade, of which one was condemned and two restored, and three were 
condemned for having been found with slaves on board, including the “ Maria Isabel,” 
a launch belonging to Senhor Pamplona of this city, which on being chased by the 
Portuguese cruizer “ Dom Pedro V” on the 20th January last, was upset, and 33 
slaves only rescued out of her cargo of 80. A Report of the case of this vessel we 
will have the honour of laying before your Lorship in a subsequent despatch. 

3. The number of slaves found on board vessels brought before this Commission 
during the past year was 108, but of this number only 72 were delivered over to the 
Board of Superintendence and registered at its first meeting on the Ist of May, 1861, 
the remaining 36 being yet unaccounted for. Her Majesty's Commissioner has been 
engaged in investigating this matter, and carefully examining the archives of the 
Mixed Commission with a view of reporting thereon to your Lordship, but as the 
greater number of the slaves referred to were captured and emancipated in 1860, 
and it appears by the Records of the Board of Superintendence that they were not 
registered until May of the present year, Mr. Gabriel has up to the present moment 
found it impossible to arrive at any satisfactory result. 

4. The several Reports of the cases which we have lately had the honour to 
submit to your Lordship serve but too well to establish the correctness of the 
opinion which we have so often had the honour to express, that the operations of the 
slave-dealers in the vicinity of the River Congo are greatly facilitated by the assis- 
tance which they derive from the small craft engaged in the coasti.g trade in that 
quarter. Your Lordship will not have failed to observe the mystery apparent in 
the correspondence found on board these vessels, and the expressions and devices 
adopted by the slave-dealers to cover their designs. 

5. One of the small vessels engaged in this Trade, a schooner of about 70 tons, 
called the “ Gilpin’s Bride,” is reported to have sailed within the last year from the 
Congo with slaves directly to Cuba. 

This vessel was built in America and sent out here by a Boston firm to facili- 
tate the operations of its agents engaged in licit commerce on this coast. She was 
soon afterwards furnished with papers from this Government in the name of some 
person, a Portuguese subject, who fictitiously appeared as owner, this being done to 
entitle her to the privileges and immunities of a Portuguese vessel in the ports of 
this Province, and as such she continued to be legally employed until she was sold 
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to the notortous slave-dealer Pamplona. It is alleged that she shipped a cargo of 
slaves a few months since at Bullock’s Island in the Congo, and left that river with 
the Portuguese flag flying whilst an American cruizer was lying there. 

6. Some of the slaves which were found on board the ‘“‘ Paquete de Moanda,” 
whose condemnation we had the honour to report in our despatch No. 40 of this 

ear’s series, stated that they had been embarked in or near this harbour, and on 
boand launches belonging to Pamplona; and two of the criminals, Portuguese 
subjects, named Manoel Antonio Alves, and José Viera Borges, who were engaged 
in this illegal transaction, being actually on board the “ Paquete de Mocads ‘ 
when captured, and afterwards delivered up to the local authorities here, are now 
at large in this city, having been admitted to bail. 

7. We beg leave to suggest that the Purtuguese Government should be 
requested to issue immediate and peremptory instructions to its authorities here, 
in order that these offenders may not be suffered to escape without the severe 
punishment which is due to their crime. 

8. The state of affairs in the Bight of Benin has recently tak>n up so much 
of the attention of Her Majesty’s cruizers that they have not had ©» ch opportunity 
of cruizing in search of slavers, but we have been given to understand that during 
the past year the export Slave Trade carried on in the old slave-haunts in that 
quarter was very trifling. 

9. The extent and importance of the Slave Trade which still flourishes on the 
coast lying between the Equator and Ambriz, as compared with that carried on in the 
Bights of Benin and Biafra, is very much underrated; for we feel confident in stating 
that where 20 slaves are embarked from the whole line of coast forming those Bights, 
200 are shipped from the vicinity of the River Congo alone. Nearly the whole of 
the slaves now landed in Cuba are shipped between the Equator and Ambriz, an 
extent of about 500 miles of coast ; indeed it may be said that, with the exception of 
the River Pongas, and one or two of the slave-marts in the Bight of Benin, from 
which a slaver occasionally escapes, the whole of the export Slave Trade of Western 
Africa is now confined to those comparatively narrow limits. 

10. At no period since the establishment of this Commission has the Traflic 
in Slaves been carried on with greater activity or daring on this part of the coast 
than during the past year, and we fear that, uninterrupted as it now is by the 
presence of an American squadron, it will continue to be carrivd on with the same 
vigour which has characterized it fur some years past, unless an adequate and 
efficient naval force be employed to counteract the efforts of the slave-dealers, and 
which, being furnished with special powers to visit and search suspected vessels, 
may be enabled to check the abuse of foreign flags. 

1U. We have been informed that not less than 6,000 slaves have been shipped 
from the immediate neighbourhood of the Congo during the last five months, and 
the following are the names of the slave-vessels which have been reported to us as 
having lately appeared in that quarter, all wearing the American flag. viz. :— 
“ Toccoa,” “ Wells,” “ Cygnet,” * Maraquita,” “ Fleet Eagle,” “J.J. Cobb,” ani 
“ Lyra.” 

11. Your Lordship is aware that, in consequence of the calamitous events at 
present passing in America, the very efficient United States’ squadron which was 
lately stationed on this coast has been withdrawn, excepting only one corvette, 
the “Saratoga.” The slave-dealers in the Congo are already exulting in the 
impunity which is about to be allowed them by this circumstance, and we much 
fear that unless Her Majesty’s Government should have taken some just precautions 
to defeat their machinations, the officers commanding our cruizers will again he 
placed in the galling position of passive spectators of this iniquity triaumphing over 
their inability to prevent it under the protection of the American flag. 

12. We regret to have to say that we are credibly informed that two vessels 
succeeded in carrying off cargoes of slaves from the coast south of Loanda during 
the past year. Soon after the intelligence reached this place of the escape of these 
vessels, the Portuguese brig of war “Pedro Nunes” was despatched to the South, 
and inquiries were set on foot, but they were attended with no satisfactory result. 

13. Your Lordship’s attention has already been drawn to the system which has 
sprung up in this Province during the past year, and is still, we are sorry to say, 
carried on to a great extent, that of sending slaves from this place to the Island of 
St. Thomas under different denominations, sometimes as domestic slaves or 
servants, at others as libertos, and occasionally as free negroes. It is clear, 
however, from the information which has reached us that nearly all these negroes, 
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although provided with passports from the Government of this Province, and 
appearing in the list of passengers published in the ‘‘ Boletim Official” as “ pretos 
livres,” are not free, and that they are only taken on board the vessels which convey 
them to St. Thomas on the plea of their ‘being so, for the purpose of evading the 
penalties of the Treaty. The negroes who are now in great numbers being sent in 
this manner to St. Thomas must, in our opinion, render any Portuguese vessel 
having them on board liable to seizure and confiscation, inasmuch as the terms of 
the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, admit of no exceptions but those included in the 
Vth Article, viz., the right of Portuguese subjects to be accompanied in voyages to 
and from the Portuguese Possessions off the Coast of Africa by slaves who are bond 
fide household servants, and the passports of this Local Government cannot, we 
submit, supersede the stipulations of a Treaty. 

14. With this despatch we beg leave to hand your Lordship a list of all the 
vessels which have left this port with negroes for St. Thomas during the first nine 
months of the present year. This list, which we have extracted from the Govern- 
ment “Gazette,” shwos that 415 have been shipped in that period without any 
attempt at concealment ; how many may have been carried off clandestinely we 
cannot undertake to conjecture. 

15. There is no doubt but St. Thomas is a place in every way adapted to serve 
the purposes of the slave-dealers as a depdt for collecting slaves, and any vessel 
which might effect the shipment of her cargo there would find the prevailing winds 
suit her well for starting on her voyage to Cuba; but independent of this, my Lord, 
there is a strong inducement for pursuing a Traffic in Slaves between this Province 
and St. Thomas, as from the information which has reached us it would appear to 
be hardly less lucrative than the same iniquitous commerce with Cuba. The price 
of slaves in the Island of St. Thomas is very high, in consequence of the extensive 
coffee plantations which have been formed there within the last few years. 

Slaves taken from this place which probably do not cost more than 20 dollars, 
can be sold, we are informed, at St. Thomas, at the price per head of 100 dollars 
cash payment, and that price is still advancing. 

The voyage does not occupy more than five or six days, there is no risk 
attending it, the casualties of life are small, and the gain which must ultimately 
result from such a Traffic is a great temptation for unprincipled characters to 
engage in it, more particularly under circumstances which almost ensure ultimate 
impunity. We fear, therefore, that this system, unless immediately checked will 
greatly increase. 

16. The line of steamers which has been established between this Colony and 
Lisbon, touching at St. Thomas, affords sufficient facilities to the parties concerned 
in these transactions, as your Lordship will perceive by the inclosed list. It is not 
an uncommon thing for parties to make two or three voyages in a year from this 
place to St. Thomas, each time accompanied by 10 slaves, that being the number 
prescribed in the Vth Article of the. Treaty of 3rd July, 1842. In otherinstances the 
proprictors of estates on that island either come to Loanda themselves, or send an 
employé to purchase slaves, who returns accompanied by the regulated number, 
and when no other arrangement can be made to avoid detection the slaves are 
distributed in the names of the several passengers which the steamer carries, cach 
passenger figuring as the owner of two, 

17. We have been informed also that a great number of slaves are introduced 
into the Island of St. Thomas from the River Gaboon and adjacent parts of the 
Continent, but the preference, it appears, is given to those from Loanda, as the 
former are frequently absconding in canoes to their native country, whereas those 
from Loanda are more secure. ‘ 

18. We venture to hope that, under your Lordship’s auspices, the Government 
of Portugal may be induced to give such instructions to the local authorities in 
this province as may be necessary effectually to prevent a system of abuse which, 
if allowed to continue, will throw great difficulties in the way of the efforts of Her 
Majesty’s Government for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and tend to frustrate 
the humane objects of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 
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Inclosure in No. 152. 


List of Vessels which have left the Port of Loanda for the Island of St. Thomas, between the Ist January and 
the 30th September, 1861, showing the number of Negroes conveyed in each Vessel, and under what 
Denomination. 





Denomination. 



























































Date. Name of Vessel. Name of Captain. 2 g Total. 
- A 
1861 | 
Feb. 138] Amelia... .-| Brig M. F. Magalhaes a 1 9 ae 10 
» 13} D. Estaphania ..| Steamer F. A. Oliveira .. ea 3 7 12 22 
April 6 | Zaire . .-| Ditto C. C. de F Ferreira --| 10 ue 7 17 
» 27 | Africa ais ..| Ditto J.F.Caiado ., os 6 4 15 25 
May 17 | St. Thomé.. .. | Schooner P. M. Mendes .. wel) «2 10 fs 10 
» 27 | D. Antonia ..| Steamer ..| A.J. Ramalho.. a 7 ie 20 27 
June 13} Activo .. .-| Brig ..| A.J. Garcia... self fie 10 11 21 
July 7] D. Pedro .: ..| Steamer ..] J.P. Leitio .. eel ate 10 48 58 
Aug. 9 | D. Estaphania ..| Ditto T. A. Oliveira .. . 8 2 41 51 
» Il | Emiliade Lisboa ..] Brigantine . | L. R. Nunes .. sl as 10 15 25 
Sept. 7 | Africa - ..| Steamer J.F.Caiado .. ‘ie 4 2 39 45 
» 30 Estrellade Onro  ..| Schooner J.P. Rangel .. wel 32 ee 10 20 
Oct. 2] D. Antonia .. | Steamer A.J. Ramalho.. eal) fs 10 52 62 
Andorivha do Tejo ..| Brig E. A. Pereira .. «s| 20 ; 12 22 








282 | 415 








(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL 
Loanda, October 10, 1861. H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 153. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell, No. 52, October 16, 1861. 
{Acknowledging receipt of Slave Trade information.] 





No. 154. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received December 2.) 

(No. 53.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 16, 1861. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 22nd August last, No. 16, addressed to Her Majesty's Arbitrator, and 
acquainting him that you approve the letter which he addressed to the Governor- 
General, calling his Excellency’s attention to the frequent exportation of slaves, as 
“domestic slaves,” from the mainland to the Island of St. Thomas, under the 
oretence of their being the property of passengers going to that island, and Sir 
Gai Huntley begs to express the high gratification he derives from the expres- 
sion of your Lordship’s approbation. . 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
H. V. HUNTLEY. 





No. 155. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, No. 22, December 23, 1861. 
(Slave Trade information.] 
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WEST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 


No. 156. 
Commander Fitzroy to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“* Falcon,” at Sea, Lat. 7° 18’ 8., Long. 9° 46’ Z., 
Sir, November 19, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to report the capture of a brigantine (this day, by Her 
Majesty’s ship under my command), name and nation unknown, no papers or 
colours, with 262 slaves on board, bound for Cuba. 

The only information | can obtain is from the crew detained on board this ship, 
who state the slaves were shipped between Cabinda and the River Congo, on the 
night of the 16th, and that they were chased on the evening of the L8th by an 
American cruizer. 

This brigantine was boarded some time ago by the United States’ ship 
“ Constellation,’ and Her Majesty’s ship “ Arrogant,” in the neighbourhood of the 
River Congo; at that time she had American colours and papers, under which she 
is supposed to have shipped. 

he vessel was not captured, owing to information furnished from the Foreign 
Office; and as I have not been able to discover her name, it is impossible to say 
whether the list supplied from that Department included this vessel. , 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. A. FITZROY. 





No. 157. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


ir, ** Arrogant,” Bango Bay, November 15, 1860. 

REFERRING to a letter from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
dated the 26th May last, addressed to Rear-Admiral Keppel, or senior officer 
at Sierra Leone, the duplicate of which was sent to me, calling for a report of 
the manner an attack could be most advantageously made upon the territories of 
the King of Dahomey, should such a step become necessary, and also the amount 
and description of force which would be ‘requisite, as well as the time of year at 
which such attack should be made, I have the honour to offer the following sugges- 
tions for the consideration of their Lordships, having submitted them for the 
approval of'the Commander-in-chief on this station:— 

In the first place, 1 consider an attack on the territory of Dahomey from the 
seaboard as quite out of the question. The surf all along that coast, at all seasons 
of the year, breaks so heavily as utterly to preclude landing, except in native 
canoes or regular surf-boats; and even should a force be landed without opposition, 
or loss of life from the capsizing of any boats, it would only be then on a narrow 
strip of beach, covered with stunted trees and brushwood, and divided from the 
mainland by a broad lagoon, varying from one-half to one and a-half mile in width, 
and unfordable at all seasons of the year, and which would be utterly impassable 
for any, even mountain, artillery. Should an attacking force even succeed in 
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effecting a landing, and passing this lagoon successfully, they would only arrive at 
deserted towns, or rather collections of huts such as African towns are, as the 
natives would never meet them (if in force) face to face. 

_ Taking Whydah as the nearest port from the sea-coast to Abomey, the , 
residence, capital city, and seat of - gine age of the King of Dahomey, it is four 
days’ travelling as people travel in this part of the world, carried by slaves, in a 
hammock, to make the journey between them, and the country most difficult to 
travel over, and in more than one place there are swamps to be waded through. 

By reference to Commander Aplin’s journal, Senior Officer of the Bights 
Division in 1858, the following opinion of Commodore Protet, Commander-in-chief 
of the French forces on the West Coast of Africa at that time, will be found. This 
officer made a journey from Whydah to Abomey by land, for the purpose of trying 
to obtain émigrés, and states that the country between Whydah and Abomey is of 
a nature most difficult to cross, and, he thinks, an effectual barrier against an 
attack on Abomey by a European force: a fact of which the King of Dahomey, a 
very old, but shrewd and intelligent, man, seemed fully sensible. Commodore 
Protet also stated that some of his soldiers were well drilled and armed, and expert 
shots, and he estimated his army of Amazons at above 5,000. In addition to the 
difficulties presented by the nature of the country, the inhabitants on this side are 
all subjects of the King of Dahomey, devoted to the Slave Trade, and would most 
assuredly be hostile. 

The attacks, or threatened attacks, of the King of Dahomey being all directed 
on Abbeokuta, led me to make inquiries as to the practicability of an attack on 
him from that quarter; and from a Mr. Mc Croskey, an English merchant settled 
in Lagos, and who has resided on that part of the coast of Africa for a period of 
ten years, and made the journey from both Whydah and Abbeokuta to Abomey, I 
have obtained the following information through the senior officer of the Bights 
Division, not being on the spot myself at the time I received their Lordships’ 
communication. 

In the first place, he quite corroborates Commodore Protet’s opinion as to the 
impracticability of marching from the sea-coast ; but he states that from Abbeokuta, 
which is a strong town of itself, and might, by a little European engineering science, 
be made impregnable to any native attacking force, it is four days’ march to 
Abomey, three of which would be through a country inhabited by people decidedly 
hostile to Dahomey, and one day’s march through Dahomian territory, to Abomey 
itself. The Egbas who inhabit Abbeokuta and the surrounding country would rise 
toa man in our favour, and can furnish 30,000 fighting men, but would fight all 
the better if led by white officers. I also learn that the inhabitants of Abbeokuta 
have always expressed a strong wish to have officers sent to them to instruct them 
in the use of guns, &c. ; 

The country between Abbeokuta and Abomey Mr. Mc Croskey describes as 
undulating and grassy, well provided with water and stock of all kinds; no jungle 
or marsh. Ketu, a large town of 40,000 inhabitants, is on the line of march, friendly 
to us, and would furnish auxiliaries. ; me! 

This account is quite substantiated by a missionary of the Church Mission 
Society who has resided for four years at the most advanced post of missionary 
enterprise in that part of Africa, and who has recently sailed for England. 

if hear that Mr. Mc Croskey is also now in England, and remains until February 
next. He could, no doubt, furnish.their Lordships with more minute information, 
and could be heard of, I think, through the African Steam Company at Liverpool. 

On examining the statement, there cannot. I imagine, be a doubt that the only 
way to attack Dahomey is from Abbeokuta, which might, with a very little trouble 
and expense, be made sufficiently strong to resist all the attacks of the Dahomian 
army; but to carry the war into his territory, seize Abomey, and, if possible, himself, 
is be the only way to subdue this arrogant Chief, and a death-blow to the Slave 
Trade in the Bights. : , , 

To effect this very desirable measure, I beg to submit the following proposi- 
tions :— 

1. Two or three engineers (say one officer and two sappers) to superintend 
strengthening and fortifying Abbeokuta as the base of operations. A serjeant of 
artillery to instruct the natives in gunnery. 

2. A party of officers to train and lead from 1,500 to 2,000 men ; these men to 
‘be recruited on the Gold Coast, the same as those serving in the’ Gold Coast 
Artillery, to be armed and dressed in a similar manner to the Coast Corps, and 

Crass A. ‘ 
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trained to work mountain howitzers and rocket-tubes ; and a few additional officers 
to assist in leading the Egbas. For this last service I have no doubt many volun- 
teers might be found on the coast, amongst the restless spirits who are to be met 
with at os and other places. To accompany this force I would recommend a 
train of six mountain 12-pounder howitzers and six rocket-tubes, 12 and 24-pounders, 
and . few thousand old Tower muskets to arm any auxiliaries not otherwise 
provided. 

This force, I imagine, would be ample to reduce the power of this Chief, who is 
generally reported to be not near so able, and much more haughty and arrogant 
than his late father. He treated the white men, whom he obliged to come up from 
Whydah to the “great custom” to commemorate his father’s death, with the greatest 
indignity. One Frenchman, a M. Latique, nearly died from the treatment he 
received, and I believe a complaint has been made to the French Commodore 
about it. 

The Dahomian army is generally estimated at from 30,000 to 40,000, including 
the Amazons. 

With regard to the men proposed to be raised and trained for this service, it 
is the opinion of Captain C. H de Ravegnes, of the Gold Coast Corps, and Com- 
mandant of Accra, that the number of men might be raised and trained within six 
months, but that they would cost about 9/. sterling per man, and that the natives of 
the Gold Coast make the best soldiers. 

I am greatly indebted to the zeal and ability of Commander Raby, the senior 
officer of the Bights Division, for many of the particulars contained in this despatch, 
and who informs me that he has every reason to put faith in the statements made 
by Mr. Mc Croskey. 

From November to March or April, being the dry season in the Bights, would, 
of course, be the best time of the year to take the field. 

In compliance with the request contained in the latter part of the communica- 
tion from the Foreign Office attached to their Lordships’ despatch, I have, in the 
absence of the Commander-in-chief, informed the King of Dahomey by letter that if, 
another year, he marches his army against Abbeokuta, he must not only expect to 
find that the Abbeokutans, who are our friends, have received material assistance 
from us, but that he himself will be attacked on whatever points his territory may 
appear most vulnerable. 

In conclusion, | would respectfully point out to their Lordships that Lieutenant 
C. F. Lodder, late in command of the “ Brune” at Lagos, and for some time Acting 
Consul, could, no doubt, furnish some valuable information relative to Abbeokuta, 
and the nature of the country, &c., as he has travelled a great deal in the interior, 
and visited, I believe, Abbeokuta and Abomey. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





No. 158. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 


(Extract. “ Arrogant,” in Bango Bay, November 13, 1860. 

THE “Pioneer,” attached to Dr. Livingstone’s expedition, has put into this 
anchorage (Bango Bay) on her way to the Cape of Good Hope, for the purpose of 
communicating with me, and procuring assistance from our cruizers. 

Having received orders from the Admiralty to send “Spiteful” to England to 
be paid off, she leaves Loanda this afternoon on her homeward voyage touching at 
Ascension and Teneriffe, but will first tow the ‘‘Pioneer” 1,000 miles to the 
southward of this, from which point it is expected she will be able to proceed 
without further assistance. 

I have every reason to believe that the Slave Trade has revived a little to the 
southward of Loanda, and is chiefly carried on by vessels under the American flag 
disguised as whalers; the attention of the senior officer of the South Division will 
be emt to this part of the coast. 

The American steamer “San Jacinto” has very recently taken the “ Boneto” 
with 700 slaves on board, and the squadron generally are very active in putting 
down the Slave Trade. 
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No. 159. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “« Arrogant,” Ascension, January 1, 1861. 

IN reference to my Slave Report due on the 31st ultimo, I have the honour to 
state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that as the 
necessary documents from the cruizers on the coast have not yet reached me, I am 
unable to complete my Report to go by the mail which leaves this anchorage about 
the 4th instant. 

In the meantime I am happy to say that both the American and our own 
squadrons, have been active and successful in making several captures during the 
last few months, the former having taken six vessels with 4,200 slaves, and the 
latter also six vessels (four om, and two full) with 1,100 on board, making in all 
5,300 human beings that have been rescued from slavery. 

Their Lordships will be glad to learn that the cruizers of both nations 
cordially and zealously co-operate with one another for the suppression of this 
illegal traffic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





No. 160. 
Commander Wratislaw to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Ranger,” Whydah, November 16, 1860. 

IN compliance with the Slave Tra:'e Instructions, Article 18, page 3, I have the 
honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that I boarded the American barque “ Horner” off this port on this date. 

Found her register correct. 

The Captain did not want any entry made of the boarding made in his log, and 
had no complaint to make. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. R. WRATISLAW. 





No. 161. 
Commander Wratislaw to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Ranger,’ Whydah, November 24, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to report, in compliance with the Slave Trade Instructions, 
Article 18, page 3, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that on arriving at this place I boarded the American schooner “Hanover,” she 
having no colours flying. Her Captain reported as the reason for not hoisting any 
colours, that they had been blown away a few days previously. 

Ld register was found correct, and an entry made in her log of the fact of 
boarding. 

The Captain had no complaint to make of the visit. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. R. WRATISLAW. 


Ee 


No. 162 
Lieutenant Allingham to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


« Spitfire,” Lat. 7° 45° 8., Long. 12° 5’ E., 
Sir, August 16,1860. 
I BEG to inform you that about half-past 8, this forenoon, Her Majesty’s ship 
under my command being then in the above latitude and lon itude, I, in company 
with Mr. Martin, Acting Mate, boarded and took possession of a brigantine without 
colours, papers, or name, and fitted in all respects for the Slave Trade. NS ata 
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seized her as a vessel not entitled to the protection of any State or nation, and have 
this day sent her to St. Helena for adjudication in charge of Mr. Martin, Acting 
Mate, and eight men. The person who reported himself to be the master declined 
any information respecting either himself or the vessel, merely delivering her up as 
a prize to Her Majesty’s ship under my command. The capture was not effected, 
in any way, in consequence of information received from the Foreign Office, either 
directly or indirectly. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) C. O'D. ALLINGHAM. 





No. 163. 
Commander Douglas to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Espoir,” at Banana Island, November 26, 1860. 

I BEG to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, in compliance with Article 31, section 1, of the Slave Trade Instructions, 
the capture of a vessel fitted for the Slave Trade by Her Majesty’s steam-vessel 
under my command on the 19th instant. ; 

2. While lying at the Banana Islands with a great part of the ship’s company 
sick, I received such positive information from his Excellency Colonel Hill of a 
slave-vessel being in the vicinity of the Gallinas, that I felt it my duty to go in 
search; I fell in with her on the evening of the 19th November, in latitude 7 10 
north, longitude 12° 40’ west, at the time he was standing in for the Shebar river, 
and intended to ship his cargo of slaves that evening. The vessel did not show any 
colours or papers, and her name could not be ascertained. She was a brig of about 
200 tons, fitted in all respects for the reception of slaves. The greater part of the 
crew were Spanish; I towed the vessel into Sierra Leone, where | placed her in the 
Vice-Admiralty Court for adjudication. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 


No. 164. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear- Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 


(Extract.) “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, January 4, 1861. 

15. AT the request of his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone, Commander 
Hollingworth proceeded to Monrovia on the 24th October, for the purpose of 
demanding the archives of the British Consulate, the Government not intending to 
appoint another Consul. 

16. During the ‘“‘ Prometheus’” stay at this place, the schooner “ Bonetta,” with 
620 slaves on board, came in, a prize to the United States’ corvette “San Jacinto,” 
making the fifth vessel that had arrived within six weeks, landing in all 3,800 
slaves, 

17. Having heard that several suspicious vessels had lately called at Cape 
Palmas, on their way to the southward, for the purpose of gaining information of 
the movements of our cruizers, Commander Hollingworth proceeded there on the 
Ist of November, and reports the place to be thriving and healthy, but that there 
were a great many complaints at there not being any British Consul or Agent, to 
settle the disputes of the palm-oil traders, of whom, it appears, upwards of 200 
vessels call annually for their kroomen, &c. 

18. The “ Prometheus ” returned to Sierra Leone on the 9th, having left Cape 
Palmas on the 2nd. The “ Espoir” arrived the same day from the Island of Mayo, 
Cape de Verdes. 

23. The “‘ Prometheus ” arrived at Sierra Leone on the 28th November, and 
sailed for Bulama on the 30th, with his Excellency the Governor on board, where 
the ‘* Prometheus” anchored on the 2nd December, and found that the Portuguese 
had hoisted their flag on a place called the Three Springs, opposite to Bulama; 
Governor Hill immediately sent to the Governor of Bissao to remonstrate on the 
subject. 

N04. It is the intention of the Government of Sierra Leone to garrison Bulama, 
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and place a Commandant and Civil Staff; a new Settlement will also be formed, 
the site chosen by his Excellency being on the west point of the island. 

44. The “ Alecto” then hove up for Lagos to meet the mail. I learn from 
Commander Raby, who is a very active officer, and of considerable knowledge in 
coast matters, that the Slave Trade is now at its height at Whydah; legal trade is 
completely stopped, and they allow no intercourse with men-of-war. A Captain 
Croft, of the “ Varbara,” of Bristol, told Commander Raby that he was on shore at 
this place the last time the “ Alecto” had anchored there; the people on shore 
made him a close prisoner, and when one of his kroomen went to the beach to make 
a signal to his vessel, the natives seized him up and beat him unmercifully. As the 
town is out of the reach of shot or shell, and the landing can only be effected in 
native canoes or regular surf boats, we are quite powerless. : 

45. The slavers come down the coast under the American flag, and lay off the 
place, making their arrangements under their noses, and as soon as the cruizcrs 
leave for Lagos, they ship their slaves in four or five hours, and get off; if it had 
not been for the protection afforded them by the American flag, and false or real 
papers, which these vessels can easily procure, | am confident several prizes must 
have been taken by our cruizers in the Bights, for [ find, on reference to the reports 
of Commander Raby, that no less than 2,500 slaves have alone been shipped from 
Whydah in so short a period as six weeks; although it will be seen by examining 
the logs of cruizers employed in the vicinity that Whydah and its vicinity have been 
carefully watched. 

I have lately been able to add one more vessel. the “ Ranger,” to this part of 
the station (the Bights), and soon hope to receive tidings of a cheek, no matter how 
small, having been put to this illegal Traflic. It is to be regretted that hitherto no 
American cruizer has been stationed on this part of the coast, but [| have lately 
received intelligence that one of their gun-boats, * Sumpter,” will guard the Bights. 

48. Referring to my former letters of proceedings, it will be seen that mention 
has been made of a Mr. Joseph Dawson, at Whydah, as being interested with ws in 
the suppression of the Slave Trade; I regret now to report that Commander Raby 
has had eause to doubt his trustworthiness, so there is no doubt he has been a 
party to the recent shipments that have taken place in the neighbourhood of 
Whydah. 

63. Her Majesty’s gun-boat ‘ Brune,” Licutenant Henry Hand commanding, 
was at anchor off the Consulate until the 18th September, when, in consequence of 
a disturbance at Badagry, she started for that place, and arrived at a village named 
Becchy, about twelve miles from Lagos, and came-to for the night, in order to ship 
wood cut for her by order of King Docemo. 

65. The next morning Lieutenant Hand, in his capacity as Acting Consul, 
held a meeting of the Chiefs of Badagry on board the “ Brune,” and settled the 
palaver satisfactorily. 

68. L inclose, for your information, the copy of a report made by Mr. Richards, 
Acting Second Master of the “ Brune,” to Lieutenant Liand, Her Majesty's \cting 
Consul at Lagos, of his proceedings at Abbcokuta. 

74. | regret to have to inform you that the Ashantees are still in a very 
unscttled state, and hostilities may be expected any day between our troops on the 
Gold Coast and this numerous and powerful tribe, unless we can manage to settle 
the grand palaver, so long pending, in an amicable manner; but the difficulty is, to 
get these people to be up to time. ; 

75. I have received no further news of the King of Dahomey’s movements with 
regard to Abbeokuta, but I doubt if he will rest until he has attacked that place, 
and thereby washed out, to some extent, the insult offered to his father, and which 
I believe he is determined to do. ; ; 

76. Since my last report (October 2), no intelligence has reached me of the 
Niger Expedition. I have communicated with Captain Walker in charge, and 
issued every necessary instruction to the senior ollicer in the Bights to render 
whatever assistance Captain Walker may be in need of. ; ; 

83. “ Archer” then started (October 2) for Benguella, and received intelligence 
that a vessel under American colours had shipped a cargo of 300 slaves between 
that place and Little Fish Bay, some six weeks previous. 

84. Commander Fitzroy left for the latter anchorage on the 18th September, 
and informs me that the American vessels, fitted as whalers, had been trying to 
“negotiate for slaves at that place, but having failed, proceeded to the southward of 
the limits of my station, where there is little doubt they will ship a cargo, 
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90. Commander Beamish reports that he..hds frequently fallen in with the 
‘‘ Maraguita,” mentioned in the suspicious list: I do not think:she is intended for 
the Slave Trade; her nee is a man of the name of Barrett, who formerly 
commanded the ‘‘ Gilpin’s Bride,” and well known on the coast for having given our 
ay iy ge a ot tl e : fh ee “4 are 
- 108. 1 am happy in being able to report a second capture by the “ Espoir,” 
although she has only been so short a tas the station. ie a penre that Ohne 
in latitude 4° 44’ north; longitude 14° 21’ west, she sighted and tock the well-known 
slave-vessel “ Clara Windsor,” having on board 850 slaves. The particulars of 
this capture is forwarded separately for your information. The.‘ Clara Windsor”. 
put in to Ascension, when she was supplied with water, and started the same day 
for Sierra Leone, to be placed in the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure in No. 164. 
Mr. Richards to Lieutenant Hand. : 
“ Brune,” Lagos, July 25, 1860. 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to state, that in obedience to your orders I proceeded for Abbeokuta on the 17th instant, 
with your message to the Alake and Chiefs, and found, on arriving there, that they had already acceded to the 
wishes of the merchants in opening the river-road. I therefore waited on His Majesty, and, explaining my errand, 
congratulated him on having allowed the river to be opened, which he assured me was permanently so. 

2. With reference to your inquiries of the Alake and Chiefs as to the best mode of establishing peace, I 
have the honour to state, that they would hold out no hopes of any settlement at present ; that their enemies— 
having destroyed the towns of Ibo and Illugun, and, moreover, had entered into a league with the King of 
Dahomey to attack Abbeokuta itself—were the aggressors ; and that their honour and safety demanded that they 
should prosecute the war, an opinion in which the merchants of Abbeokuta concur ; but they will be glad to confer 
at all times with the Consul about the war. 

3. At a meeting of the merchants of that place, at which I was present at their request, they stated that the 
stoppage of the road for such a length of time was owing principally to the town of Igbein, in Abbeokuta,in 
which reside the principal part of the Native Trading Company, and who are opposed to the residence of European 
merchants in Abbeokuta; that though the road was originally closed to keep the people from deserting from the 
camp, to take up their trading occupations, yet after a time, when the rest of the towns, 144in number, were willing 
that it should be opened to foreigners on their paying a certain duty, they apposed themselves, and they only consented 
when the Alake threw the whole responsibility of the proceeding on themselves. In order to do away with any just 
plea for again shutting the road, which they admit, with the exception of Igbein, is not done out of enmity to 
them, they have obtained a promise from the Alake to authorize the King of Lagos to seize all native trading- 
canoes coming from Abbeokuta. By these means they anticipate they will secure the river-road from further 
interruption. These, their views, they desire me to explain to you, trusting you will do what lies in your power 
to forward their interests. 

4. With reference to your instructions as to obtaining information about the war, I have the honour to state, 
that nothing has been heard of _ further hostile engagements. On good authority I was informed that the 
people of Ijebu, who were until lately neutral, have sent presents to the people of Abbeokuta, and it is thought 
there is a possibility of the Ibaddans accepting peace were a message sent. 

In conclusion, I have the honour to state that I left Abbeokuta yesterday, and arrived here this day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN RICHARDS, Acting Quartermaster, H.M.S.“ Brune.” 





No. 165. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
| 


Sir, “ Forte,” at Ascension, January.18, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a letter I have received from Commander Douglas, of the 
“ Espoir,” reporting the capture of the slave-ship ‘‘ Clara Windsor,” of New York, 
with about 780 slaves on board. ‘ 

2. This vessel is on the Suspicious List, and appears to have sailed from Cuba 


in August last. 
| Thave,&c. | .; 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 





Inclosure in No. 165. js 


Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


«ye er 22,1 ». 


sir, Bayon.” Ascention, December 2 
“BEING in latitude 4° 44’ south, longitude 14° 21’ west, at noon,.on the 14th instant, a sail was report 
the weather-bow.. At 12°80 she altered course a little, to pass across my stern; on this I tered course in chase. 
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‘As the. vessel did not show any colours I fired a blank gun; thie no effect I fired a shot, which 
her to, me her she proved to be the “ Clara iS Or New You, wish shook Sumi phil 
from the Cabenda, _ to Cape St. Mary's, in Cuba. No papers were found on board, or any one calling 


2. I gathered from the crew and officers that the vessel sailed from Cuba in A under Ameri outs ; 
she was at the time intended for the Slave ‘Trade, and it was the Tetsnsien sodlapeag’ of val on srriva) nal the 


8. The original American crew, as well as a new crew of Spaniards and Portuguese, were on board, making a 
total of thirty-one in all. fi ; y 

4. It appeared from the statement of the American captain she had been boarded by Her Majesty's steam- 
vessel “ Torch,” when under American colours, as well as by the United States’ steamer “San Jacinto ;” imme- 
diately the vessel changed hands the slaves were taken on board. 1,000 dollars had been paid as part of the 
purchase-money ; the remainder was to have been paid in Cuba. 

I sent a lieutenant and twelve men on board, with orders to proceed to Ascension, at the same time taking 
twenty-nine of the crew on board my own ship, intending to make the best of my way to this port. 


vr 


Tharc, &e. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 
i P.S.—I further beg to state that this vessel was not captured from any information received from the Foreign 
ce. 


8. D. 





No. 166. 
Lieutenant-Commander Gibbons to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Sharpshooter,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 42’ S., Long. 11° 13’ E., 
Sir, December 7, 1860. 

IN pursuance of Section 5 of Slave Trade Instructions, I beg to report having 
this day boarded a barque under French colours in consequence of her having no 
name on any part of the vessel. Her register showed her to be the French barque 
“Don Juan,” of Havre; but from the fact of its being headed ‘“ République 
Francaise,” the latest date on it being 1852, and also as her uame was on the list of 
vessels suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade supplied by the Foreign 
Office, I considered myself justified in making further inquiries, 

The master (Lallet) stated that he was bound to Macao for a cargo of coolies, 
and showed me his charter-party, signed by two merchants at Havana, and that 
his reason for being here was that he had some arrangement to meet a person in 
the Congo, from whom he was to receive some money, and had been off the French 
emigration depét for that purpose. With permission of the master I visited her 
deck below, which was quite clear, and rezdy for the reception of slaves or coolies. 
Below this deck were large water-casks, the hatchways being protected by iron 
rails. His crew, numbering twenty-six, were apparently all Frenchmen, except one 
Chinese, and his passport, which he only showed me at the last, appeared correct. 
I felt | had no legal right to detain him, therefore left him after a detention of 
about one hour and a-half: no complaint was made, and the master did not wish 
me to insert anything in his log. 

I beg to forward a statement of the officer eae 3s me in boarding her. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. GIBBONS. 





Inclosure in No. 166. 


Statement. 


Macao; tais said charter- was only signed by two merchants at Havana, viz., Cambell and Gremont, to 
the best of oy seein. ler Prot Betts spperradiy ail Frenne | her register ee ioe and 
headed “ République icaise ;” the master’s passport was formal, granting him a year’s co’ e wished no 

2 Ape in 4d jonreal, and did not mene any complaint. No detention was - beyond one hour 
; there being little or no wind at the time. eles 
ee eee (Signed) ALFRED BOYE, Assistant Paymaster in charge, 
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No. 167. 
Captain Craufurd to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Archer,” at anchor off St. Padron, December 14, 1860. 

IN compliance with Section 5 of Admiralty Instructions for the suppression of 
the Slave Trade, I have the honour to acquaint you that [ sighted at daylight this 
morning a brigantine about eighty miles off the land. 

I immediately made sail in chase, and came up and anchored with her after 
sunset. 

She had shown American colours after several hours’ chase I had strong 
doubts as to her legality to those colours, and therefore sent an officer to board her, 
who found her to be the “ Virginian,” of New York, entitled to fly the American 
flag. 

No complaint was made by the master, or any other person on board, nor was 
there any detention to the vessel. 

She is the same vessel which was captured by the United States’ cruizer 
“Portsmouth ” on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade in February last, 
and sent for adjudication, but released in the United States. 

She has now come over with a cargo of rum and tobacco; and I have every 
reason to believe will ship a cargo of slaves if she can elude vigilance. . 

Inclosed are the reports of the boarding officers. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. A. B. CRAUFURD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 167. 


Lieutenant Thomas to Captain Craufurd. 


Sir, * Archer.” at anchor, off St. Padvon, December 14, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in compliance with your orders I this day boarded a brigantine, and 
found her to be the “ Virginian,” of New York, and entitled to fly American colours. I returned on board, the 
captain making no complaint, and without causing any detention to the vessel. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. H. THOMAS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 167. 
My. Grinson to Captain Craufurd. 


Sir, “ Archer,” off River Congo, December 14, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in company of Lieutenant ‘Thomas, I this day boarded a brigantine, 
and having found her to be the * Virginian,” of New York, and entitled to fly the American flag, returned on 
board, the captain making no complaint, and without causing any detention to the vessel. 

I have, &e, ' 
(Signed) H. T. GRINSON, Master's Assistant. 





No. 168. 
Rear-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “« Nile,” at Barbadoes, February 8, 1861. 

FROM reports that have reached me from many quarters, I am satisfied that 
a fresh impetus has been given to the Slave 'rade, and that many vessels may be 
looked for from the coast of Africa. ‘The orders, therefore, which I am giving to 
the several cruizers, are to the effect that no efforts are to be spared in carrying out 
the instructions they have received for its suppression; but the greatest caution 
must be exercised, so as not to give just cause of offence to Governments with 
which we have no Treaty engagements. 

2. Orders to this effect have been, and will continue to be given to the 
respective Captains of Her Majesty’s ships when making passages from one part 
of the station to the other. As, however, the “ Hydra” was, from the nature 
of her orders, referred to in my letter of the 15th ultimo, likely to be some time on 
the north-east coast of Cuba, full extracts from the Foreign Office letter to their 
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Lordships of the 13th April, 1860; were in addition furnished to her Commander ; 
but I hardly think it consistent with the tenour of the instructions conveyed in 
your confidential letter of the 22nd December, at this peculiar moment to station 
any of the squadron on the coast of Cuba, as difficulties might again arise respecting 
the American flag: indeed, even with the cautionary orders | have considered it 
expedient to give, founded as they are on the letter of the Secretary Bf State for 
Foreign Affairs above quoted, I cannot conceal from their Lordships my extreme 
anxiety that, with all the caution which officers in command of Her Majesty’s ships 
may exercise, some unfortunate feeling may again arise respecting the flag of the 
United States; for, if officers are to attempt to suppress the Slave Trade, they must 
of necessity give chase to strange vessels then in sight, or approach those passing 
near to them; and if a vessel makes sail away, and is in consequence chased by a 
British ship of war, papers will again teem with articles on the subject, and renew 
- cry of British outrage by Her Majesty’s naval officers on American merchant- 
ships. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 





No. 169. 
Commander Smith to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Torch,” Sierra Leone, January 24, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that on the 19th instant [ captured and 
destroyed, in a narrow creek about twenty-two mies up the River Pongas, a slave 
brigantine, stripped of her fittings and equipments, name and nationality unknown, 
oe, crew on board. : 

As the vessel was on shore (as will be seen by the accompanying Report of 
Survey), and it would have taken some time to get her off, besides exposing the 
crew of Her Majesty’s ship under my command to considerable fatigue, and to the 
pestilential influences of the mangrove swamps, I set fire to her, and before we left 
she was completely destroyed. 

From information | received from the natives, it appears this vessel was under 
Spanish colours, and had shipped her slaves. She got outside the river, but 
was compelled to put back from sickness, the captain and most of the crew even- 
tally oye 

o documents of any kind were found on board. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. H. SMITH. 





Inclosure in No. 169. 
Messrs. Martin, Murray, and Green to Commander Smith. 


Sir, River Pongas, January 19, 1861. 

IN pursuance of an order received from you this day, we, the Undersigned, have taken a strict and careful 
survey of the slave brigantine, name unknown, and find as follows :-— 

The vessel wag on shore, and stripped of her fittings and equipments ; foremast, mainmast, and maintopmast 
were standing. Positive signs of position of a slave-deck and divisional bulk-heads ; hatches very large, and fitted 
for iron bars across. 

In consequence of the vessel being on shore, and the time it would take to get her off, we recommend that 
she should be destroyed. 

Her dimensions are as follows :-— 


Ft. in. 
From knight-head to taffrail i oe xs am . 86 8 
Breadth of beam abaft foremast .. es aa oe oe 20 9 
Depth of hold at main-hatch #a oe a na .. 10 6 
Length of ditto és se ve oe ee i» 12 0 
Breadth of ditto Se “e a aC wis is 8 0 
Length of after-hatch .. ee ae ae oe a, 1 0 
Breadth of ditto, after end ate a =e _ sa 6 0 
Ditto ditto, fore end . wis is ‘a 8 0 


(Signed) J. J MARTIN, Lieutenant. 
MATHEW MURRAY, First Assistant Engineer. 
HENRY GREEN, Acting Gunner, 3rd Class. 


Cuass A. O- 
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No. 170. 
Commander Smith to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“Torch,” at Sea, Lat. 3° 7’ S., Long. 9° 28’ E., 
. November 17, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to you that on the 15th instant, at 11°45 a.m., 1 
captured, in latitude 6° 48’ south, longitude 11° 57’ east, a slave cutter, with a 
crew of nine men; fitted with slave-deck, coppers, and cargo, &c.; name and 
nationality unknown. 

As the vessel appeared to be unseaworthy, I ordered a survey to be held on her, 
a copy of which is herewith inclosed; and the surveying officers having recom- 
mended her to be destroyed, I accordingly set fire to her; and when I parted 
company at 7°20 p.m., she was burnt nearly to the water’s edge. 

On the 16th instant, the following day, I landed the prize crew at Loango Bay. 
From what I could ascertain it appears that they were all Spanish, and fitted out 
at Havana, and intended to have shipped the following morning after capture a 
cargo of 300 negroes. 

No documents of any kind were found on board. 


Sir 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. H. SMITH. 





Inclosure in No. 170. 
Messrs. Martin, Cunningham, §c., to Captain Craufurd. 


Sir, “ Torch,” at sea, November 15, 1860. 

IN pursuance of an order received from you this day, we, the Undersigned, have taken a strict and careful 
survey of the slave-cutter, name unknown, and find as follows :— 

The mainmast is badly sprung and fished; the hull in very bad condition; bulwark stanchions rotten; and 
the vessel leaky ; only one anchor on board, which was disproportioned to the vessel, being very small. 

We therefore recommend her to be destroyed, being totally unfit for a sea-voyage. 

The measurement of the vessel is as follows :— 


Ft. in, 
From stem-head to taffrail ing zig a ee P 82 % 
Breadth of beam, taken over upper deck, abreast of mast sie i> was 
Depth of hold, taken from pump-well ar ‘ 14 0 
(Signed) J. J. MARTIN, Lieutenant. 


WM. J. CUNNINGHAM, Second Master. 
MATTHEW MURRAY, First Class Assistant Engineer. 
THOS. BELL, Carpenter's crew. 





No. 171. 
Rear- Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Forte,” at Ascension, January 18, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a letter I have received from Commander Douglas, of the 
‘“‘Espoir,” reporting the capture of a brig fitted in all respects for the Slave 





Trade. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 
Inclosure in No. 171. 
Commander Douglas to Cannan Edmonstone. 
Sir, “ Espoir,”’ Ascension, December 12, 1860. 


I BEG to report the capture of a brig, fitted in all respects for the Slave Trade, on the 19th November, by 
Her Majesty’s ship under my command. 

I received information from his Excellency Colonel Hill, on the 16th of November, that a brig had, a few 
days previously, landed money at the Gallinas river, for the purchase of slaves, for which she would return shortly. 
I accordingly proceeded to the above-named river ; from the United States’ schooner “ Quail,” who was at anchor 
there, I learned that a vessel had been expected on the previous night, for slaves. On this information I took a 
cruize to seaward for twenty-four hours, when I altered course for Sierra Leone. When running up the coast 
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on the afternoon of November 19, at 4 p.m., I sighted a brig ahead, standing in towards the Shebar or Sherbro 
viver, then distant twenty miles. 


I fired a gun to bring him to, but he did not show any colours. On boarding him he turned out to be 


fitted up with a slave-deck, and everything ready for 250 slaves, which it was their intention to have taken on 
board that night. 


_ My information proved to be wrong in stating that it was the Gallinas river where the slaves were to be 
shipped; I learned they were at the Shebar, where the captain was on shore waiting the arrival of the vessel. 


I learned from the crew, as well as from the charts of the ship, that she had sailed from Teneriffe, about two 
months previously, and at this place she fitted out. 


I think the Slave Trade must be reviving about the Shebar and Gallinas rivers, as, after the capture of the 
above vessel, and during my stay at the Banana Islands, I twice received information of slaves at the Shebar, but 
on both occasions the news was too old to be acted upon. ‘The natives were constantly in communication with the 
Shebar by canoes, and passage inside Sherbro Island. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 


P.S.—I further beg to state that this vessel was not captured from any information received from the Foreign 
Office, but from information received from his Excellency Colonel Hill, Governor of Sierra Leone. 


Ss. D. 
= 
No. 172. 


Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, * Arrogant,” at Sierra Leone, January 29, 1861. 

HEARING that the mail-steamer “ Retriever” will sail to-day for England, 
calling at the Gambia on her way with stores, I take advantage of the opportunity 
to reply to their Lordships’ communication of the 26th November last, addressed to 
the Commander-in-chief or Senior Officer on this station, the duplicate of which I 
received Jast evening on arrival at Sierra Leone, calling for a report of the steps 
that were taken to afford Mr. Laird the assistance he required to carry out his 
undertaking for the navigation of the Niger. 

| have the honour in the first place to furnish you, for their Lordships’ informa- 
tion, with copies of the correspondence that has passed on the subject, including my 
orders to the Senior Officer of the Bights Division. 

As the Admiralty letter dated the 23rd May, referred to, only reached me on 
the 8th July at St. Thomas, it was impossible that a suitable vessel could be at the 
mouth of the Niger by the Ist of the following month, but | gave immediate orders 
to insure one being there as ‘soon afterwards as possible: this circumstance was 
communicated at the time in my letter of the 10th of July last. 

Commander Raby reports his arrival off this river on the 13th of August, being 
three days after the “Sunbeam ” and “ Rainbow” had reached that point of their 
journey, and only two after the former vessel is stated to have been ready to 
proceed up the river ; therefore I trust that their Lordships will be satisfied that 
every possible means was taken by me to assist Mr. Laird’s expedition. 

While regretting that the Commander of the ‘“ Alecto” did not personally 
communicate with the expedition, instead of being guided by the statement of the 
Captain of the * Retriever,” I cannot but think that Captain Walker, Mr. Laird’s 
agent, is very much to blame in the matter; for had he in any way replied to the 
“ Alecto’s ” signal, I feel confident that every assistance would have been afforded 
by Commander Raby, and the “ Sunbeam” and “ Rainbow” would not have been 
delayed. [ have not yet received this officer’s reasons for not personally communi- 
cating with Captain Walker. ; ; 

As I am at all times most anxious to carry out their Lordships’ instructions, 
and as much as possible further the service, [ would respectfully point out the 
great necessity that exists on a station where the cruizers are so dispersed, for my 
being early made acquainted with any service of moment that may be required from 
the squadron under my orders. ; . sa 

I am not in possession of any further intelligence from this expedition ; but 
have no doubt the “ Bloodhound ” is at this moment engaged in the Niger. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 172. 
Orders addressed to Commander Raby. 


Memo. “ Arrogant,” St. Thomas, July 8, 1860. 

I HAVE to direct that you cause a cruizer to be in readiness at the mouth of the Niger, as soon as 
possible after the receipt of this, for the purpose of rendering such assistance as may be required to Mr. Macgregor 
Laird, for carrying out an arrangement in contemplation for continuing the navigation of the Niger river. 

(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, 
Commander H. J. Raby, R.N.. Commodore and Senior Officer 
Her Majesty's ship “ Alecto.” 





Inclosure 2 in No. 172. 


Commodore Edmonstone to Commander Raby. 


(Extract.) “ Arrogant,” September 14, 1860. 

I INCLOSE instructions for the guidance of the “ Triton” while engaged in escorting Mr. Laird’s 
expedition up the Niger, which you will deliver to that officer. 

On account of the “ Triton’s” defects, it is my intention to send her home so soon as the “ Bloodhound 


arrives to replace her; she is, of course, to take “ Triton’s” place in the Niger. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 172. 
Commodore Edmonstone ta Captain Walker. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,’ St. Paul de Loanda, October 13, 1860. 

I, YESTERDAY, received your letter of the 8th ultimo, addressed to myself, or the Commander of any 
of Her Majesty's ships on the West Coast of Africa, requesting information about two gun-boats that were to 
escort the expedition up the Niger. 

I have to inform you, that in compliance with the instructions from my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, I directed the Senior Officer of the Bights division to dispatch a cruizer immediately on that duty, 
but owing to my not receiving their Lordships’ orders earlier, it was impossible for a vessel to be at the entrance 
of the river on the Ist of August. 

Lan, however, in possession of a report from Commander Raby, the Senior Officer (an extract of which is 
herewi’h inclosed), stating that immediately on the receipt of my instructions, he went to communicate with you, 
arriving off the Niger on the morning of the 13th August; but being informed by the captain of the “ Retriever” 
(mail-steamer), as he understood on your authority, that there was no need of his services, and that you were 
merely waiting the presence of two gun-boats from England to proceed up the river, he thought it unnecessary 
to remain longer. 

I very much regret that you did not avail yourself of the opportunity offered by the captain of the “ Retriever” 
to tow your boat out to the “ Alecto,” or that you did not even communicate by létter with the commander of 
that vessel ; had you done either one or the other, the expedition would not have been delayed. 

Iu conclusion, I have to state that my orders to Commander Raby have been renewed, and I trust that 
hefore this, both the “ Rainbow” and “ Sunbeam ” are on their way up the Niger. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 172. 


Commander Raby to Commodore Edmonstone. 

( Extract.) August 27, 1860. 

I IMMEDIATELY weighed, and proceeded for the entrance of the River Niger, where I arrived at 
10 a.m. the next morning, where I saw three vessels inside the bar. I fired a gun and made a signal, which was 
not noticed till noon, when the mail-steamer “ Retriever” was crossing the bar; at 2°30 p.m. I went on board, 
when the master of her informed me that the two vessels were the “ Sunbeam” and “ Rainbow,” forming the 
Niger expedition; the boilers of the latter had collapsed through the negligence of the engineer. He also 
informed me that Captain Walker, in charge of the expedition, was not in want of anything, and was merely 
waiting the arrival of two gun-boats from England to escort him up the river ; the commander of the “ Retriever ” 
had offered to tow his (Captain Walker’s) boat out to the “ Alecto,” but he had declined it. On receiving this 
assurance from Captain Delmont of the “ Retriever,” I deemed it unnecessary to remain any longer, and left at 
4 p.m., for Fernando Po. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 172. 
Orders addressed to Commander Raby. 


Memo. “ Arrogant,” St. Paul de Loanda, October 13, 1860. 
YOU will report to me in writing your reasons for not communicating personally with Captain Walker, in 

charge of the Niger expedition, for the purpose of rendering any assistance that may have been required, 

instead of being guided by the statement of Captain Delmont, of the “Retriever,” that the expedition was not 
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in want of anything, and merely waiting the arrival of two gun-boats from England to escort him up the 
river. 
I have to inform you that the “ Rainbow” and “ Sunbeam” have Leen detained at the mouth of the river 
in consequence. 
; (Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, 
Commander H. J. Raby, R.N., Commodore and Senior Officer. 
Her Majesty ship “ Alecto.” 





No. 173. 
Commander Bedingfeld to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Prometheus,’ December 31, 1860. 

I DO not think that the Slave Trade is carried on to any extent on the 
_ Northern Division. The Portuguese on the River Jeba possess a number of 
domestic slaves. Mrs. Lightbourn, at the head of the Pongas, has barracoons, with 
a number of slaves, who, I believe, are sent across to the Nunez, and shipped from 
there in French vessels as free emigrants. There are also canoes passing from the 
Sherbro to the Mellacore a::d Fcrecareah, with slaves in; some of whom have been 
captured off Kent. I dare say that if any opportunity would offer, Mrs. Lightbourn 
would ship off a cargo. 

I did hear a report of a brig getting away from the Pongas, with 60 slaves, 
but it proved to be a French emigrant vessel. 

Legal Commerce.—From the Gambia down to the Pongas the trade is in 
ground-nuts, bemi-seed, hides, timber, and a small quantity of gold and ivory. The 
trade is chiefly carried on in French and American vessels. There is a depot at the 
Iles de Los, belonging to a man named Hoffman, of New York. He supplies all the 
rivers with Yankee notions, and in return gets nuts and hides at Matacong. 

Mr. Isaacs is doing well, growing indigo. 

In Yacony Bay ard Bompey and Sherbro rivers the timber trade is ,carricd 
on, but very slowly. I believe that there is good timber up the Bagroo, but it has 
not yet been surveyed. 

All down the Liberian coast the trade is palm-oil and sugar, which is very 
much increased : also sugar, cotton, and indigo, on the St. Paul’s river. The sugar 
plantations extend for twenty-five miles on either side, and are very thriving. 
They have a small flat-bottomed steamer which can go over all the bars. 

At Bassa and Palmas the people are trying indigo and cotton, both of which 
seem to thrive well. 

The people at Palmas are building a hospital for strangers, as so many of the 
Bonny traders call in there. ‘They are also going to have a new light for ships 
calling in, and have to pay 3 dollars’ light dues. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD. 
No. 174. 


Captain Craufurd to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Archer,” Fonda Bay, January 21, 1861. | 

I HAVE to report that on the 17th instant, in latitude 6° 48’ south, and longi- 
tude 11° 32’ east, I fell in with the American brig “ Nancy,” of New Orleans. Her 
name being on the suspected list, I sent an officer to ascertain her nationality. 
Her papers were found correct ; she was therefore not detained or molested. No 
complaint was made by the master, and a notation was made in the ship’s log, at 
his request. She was from Havana, bound to Congo; and there were evident signs 
of her being a slaver. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. A. B. CRAUFURD. 


EEE 
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No. 175. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Sterra Leone, January 29, 1861. 

IN reference to your letter of the 27th November last, which I only received 
last evening, calling upon me to furnish their Lordships with fuller information 
with regard to the entertainment, by my orders, on board the “ Falcon,” between 
the 12th and 20th July last, of Mr. Laughland, Acting British Consul at Fernando 
Po, | have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the Acting Consul’s requisi- 
tion, dated the 30th June, 1860, for a man-of-war to be placed at his disposal in 
order to peo British interests and trade at Batanga. 

A full report of the proceedings that took place on that occasion was forwarded 
in my covering letter of the 13th October last. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 175. 
Acting Consul Laughland to Commodore Edmonstone. 


r, Fernando Po, June 30, 1860. 
REFERRING to the conversation I had with you while on board Her Majesty’s steamer “ Archer,” a few 
days ago, relative to the conduct of the native traders at Batanga, I beg leave to inform you that the schooner 
“ Aletta” has since arrived trom that place, and Mr. Black, supercargo, informs me that the damage to British 
life and property is daily increasing ; that the natives will enter the factories and demand goods from the super- 
cargoes. and if they refuse to give them they (the natives) will take them by force, or stop their trade altogether, 
and in several instances lately, when the supercargoes tried to prevent such robbery, they were assaulted and 
knocked down ; also, when once you land goods at that place, they will never allow you to take them on board 
your ship again ; and if a supereargo enters another town where he has no factory, the natives in that town will 
seize himy and force him to establish a factory there, where perhaps little or no trade is done; in short, the 
natives now force the supercargoes to do whatever they choose, and the Kings rather encourage this conduct than 
give protection. 
I may mention that the exports from Batanga to Britain amount in value to about 40,000/. annually. 
I therefore request that you will allow, as soon as possible, a man-of-war to be at my disposal to visit that 
place, and endeavour to put matters in a more satisfactory position. 
Iam, &e. 
(Signed) JNO, LAUGHLAND. 








No. 176. 
Rear-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Nile,” at Barbadoes, February 21, 1861. 
IN transmitting the accompanying correspondence relating to an alleged case 
of piracy, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, I beg 
you will acquaint their Lordships that, as the transaction in question has no refer- 
ence to the property of British subjects, although Sefior Cano holds the appointment 
of British Vice-Consul, but is entirely a mercantile question between the citizens of 
the new Granadian Government and the master of a vessel belonging to the United 
States, I do not consider [ should be justified in taking any active steps in the 
matter, and thereby probably involve Her Majesty’s Government in a question 
which, it appears to me, can sive be decided by reference to the respective Govern- 
ments and their Civil Courts. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 176. 
Captain Hillyar to Commodore Dunlop. 


Sir, “ Cadmus,” at sea, Lat. 13° 48' S., Long. 74° 10' W., February 3, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit a letter from Captain Doyle, Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Santa Martha, 


one a declaration made before him of an act of piracy committed by Antonio Pelletier, master of the barque 
* William.” 
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In forwarding this letter Thave the honour to observe, that this is the same vessel that was boarded by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Gladiator,” at Carthagena, under suspicion of being a slaver. 


Her commander will probably be able to supply the information wanting in the protest as to the description 
of the vessel. 


T have, &c. , 
(Signed) HENRY S. HILLYAR. 








Inclosure 2 in No. 176. 
Vice-Consul Doyle to Captain Hillyar. 


Sir, Santa Martha, January 31, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you, herewith, a certified copy of a Declaration and Protest, made before 
me, sétting forth the piratical acts committed on the high seas by Antonio Pelletier, master of the barque called 
the “ William,” said to be of the port of New Orleans, and carrying the American flag. 

You will be best judge of what steps should be taken in this matter, so that, if possible, the said pirate and 
his vessel may be captured. 

In such case the parties named in the Declaration, some of whose signatures are thereunto attached, can be 
produced as wituesses, at Jamaica or elsewhere, against the said pirate, and through your investigation the man 
Antonio Baena, of Carthagena, whose family reside there, may, on his return to that city, be made a party to prove 
the charges against Pelletier, should Baena be able to exculpate himself from all complicity in those proceedings. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) BENTINCK W. DOYLE. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 176. 


Declaration. 


BY this public instrument of Declaration and Protest be it known, that on Wednesday, the twenty-third day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, before me, Bentinck W. Doyle, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Vice-Consul at this port of Santa Martha, New Granada, personally appeared Seiior Juan Cotes, native of the 
Province of Rio Hacha, in the said Republic, who declared that he had been, during the last six years, actiny as 
a travelling agent in the employ of Mr. Antonio Cano, merchant and British Vice-Consul at Rio Hacha, in the 
Republic. That deponent being in Carthagena, in the State of Bolivar, in the month of December last past, ou 
Mr, Cano's business, looking for an opportunity to return to Rio Hacha, with some cargo purchased for and ov 
account of the said Mr. Cano; and Antonio Pelletier, master of the American barque “ William,” said to be of 
the port of New Orleans, offered to take deponent, his wife, and child, and servant, together with his said cargo, 
and land them at Rio Hacha, deponent paying the said Antonio Pelletier the sum of 185 dollars as freight. That 
on the first day of December last past deponent shipped on board of the said barque “ William” 185 bags of 
maize (Indian corn), value 555 dollars ; 112 boxes of Castile and yellow soap, value about 400 dollars; 36 bales 
of mats (“esteras”), value about 150 dollars; and 44 bales of tobacco, value about 1,760 dollars; for all of which 
the said master, Antonio Pelletier, signed bills of lading. 

That on the sixth day of the said month deponent, together with his wife, child, and a man-servant called 
Felix Pascual Ouates, went on board of the said barque “ William,” and same day made sail and left the port. 
That the first few days all went well, but about the eighth day deponent began to understand from the said 
Antonio Pelletier that the supply of water on board was getting short; and about three days afterwards the 
deponent was told by the said Antonio Pelletier that neither he, deponent, nor his wife, child, nor servant, should 
be given any more water unless he (deponent) would sign a document and indorse the bills of lading. ‘That said 
deponent stated, amongst many other falsehoods, that deponent requested the said Antonio Pelletier to land 
deponent and family in the nearest port the ship could make, because his (‘leponent’s) wife was unwell, and far 
advanced in pregnancy, and that for so doing the deponent would pay the said Antonio Pelletier the sum of 
500 dollars. That the indorsement on the said bills of lading to which the said Antonio Pelletier required 
deponent’s signature, stated that the said bills of lading remained cancelled. That deponent retused to sign said 
document, or to indorse the said bills of iading, observing to the said Antonio Pelletier that the goods were the 
property of the aforesaid Antonio Cano, and that he, deponent, could not commit such an act of infamy. That 
the said Antonio Pelletier replied, that in that case he (deponent) and his family might die; and that if he 
preferred death to signing the said document and indorsement he might do so. ‘That after this conver-ation 
nearly twenty-four hours passed without deponent or his family getting any water, when, finding that further 
resistance was out of the question, he (deponent) was compelled to sign the document and to indorse the said bills 
of lading. That on the 19th of December last deponent signed the said document. and also indorsed said bills of 
lading ; and on the following day the said deponent, together with his wife, child, and servant, were landed on the 
island called Grand Cayman. That shortly after landing on that island the said Antonio Pelleticr told deponent 
that he, Pelletier, having been compelled to alter his course could not be expected to bear the expense of landing 
deponent and his family without deponent paying the 500 dollars specified in the document before named; and 
that as deponent had no money he, Antonio Pelletier, would keep eight bales of tobacco, and hand over to deponent 
there the remainder of the cargo. That the day after this conversation the said Antonio Pelletier told deponent 
that he had spoken with the master of a small schooner then laying in the offing. with the view of getting him to 
take the remainder of the cargo on board, for account of deponent; and the following, namely, the 22nd day of 
December, the said Antonio Pelletier told deponent that he would not give him the cargo; that the cargo was 
damaged, and same time presented to deponent another ducument for hith to sign, in which it was stated that 
deponent had sold him (Antonio Pelletier) all the cargo for 1,000 dollars, 500 of which deponent had engaged tc 
pay as stated in the document hereinbefore referred to, and 500 more for losses and damages which he, the said 
Antonio Pelletier, said he considered he had been caused. That depouent refused to sign this last-mentioned 
document, and told the said Antonio Pelletier that he was a thief, when the said Antonio Pelletier replied, “ If you 
do not sign it I will have you, your wife, child, and servant murdered.” ; : 

That deponent seeing himself surrounded by a set of wild-looking people, and without any hope of assistance, 
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and being unable to speak and thereby explain himself to those of the island around him, he felt compelled to 
submit, and sign the document in question, which document the said Antonio Pelletier retained in his possession. 

That deponent saw in the hold of the said barque “ William,” during the voyage, two large boilers, about 
5 feet in diameter by 3 feet deep, capable of cooking food for a large number of people, as also a large quantity of 
rifles and pistols ; and deponent has no doubt, from what he saw and heard whilst on board, that the said barque 
‘- William” is a piratical vessel. 

That the person who wrote out the documents hereinbefore mentioned for deponent to sign, is Setor Antonio 
Baena, a native of Carthagena, who continued with the said Antonio Pelletier after deponent was put on shore. 
Wherefore deponent, the said Juan Cotes. did declare and protest, as by these presents he does solemnly protest for 
himself, as also for and on behalf of his said employer, the said Don Antonio Cano, against the act of piracy 
committed by the said Antomio Pelletier as hereinbefore set forth and described, and does declare that all losses, 
damages, and detriments arising therefrom to the said deponent or to the said Sefior Antonio.Cano are and ought 
to be borne by the said Antonio Pelletier, and not by either the deponent or the said Sefior Cano. 

All of which matters and things were declared, alleged, and affirmed, as before set forth, in the presence of 
me, the said Vice-Consul, and therefore I have hereunto subscribed my name, and affixed my seal of office, being 
requested to testify and certify the same. 

Thus done and protested at Santa Martha, the day and year first written. 

(Signed) BENTINCK W. DOYLE. 
JUAN COTES. 
his 
FELIX »% PASCUAL OUATES. 


mark, 


Juan Cotes, travelling agent for Mr. Antonio Cano, merchant and British Vice-Consul at Rio Hacha, being 
duly sworn according to his religious faith and the custom of this country, doth make oath and say, that the 
instrument or protest hereunto annexed hath been clearly and distinctly translated and read over to him, the 
deponent, and that the several matters and things therein contained are right and true in all respects as the same 
are therein particularly alleged, declared, and set forth. 

(Signed) JUAN COTES. 


I, Bentinck W. Doyle, Her Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul at the port of Santa Martha, New Granada, do 
hereby certify that Felix Pascual Ouates, mentioned in the hereunto-annexed instrument of Declaration or Protest, 
did appear before me, this thirty-first dav of January, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one; and that the 
said Declaration was carefully translated and read over to him, the said Felix Pascual Ouates, and that he haying 
been duly sworn according to his religious faith and the custom of this country, did solemnly swear to the tauth 
thereof, so far as it relates to the acts of piracy committed by Antonio Pelletier, as set forth and described in the 
said Declaration. 

(Signed) BENTINCK W. DOYLE. 


his 
FELIX ~ PASCUAL OUATES. 


mark 


I, Bentinck W. Doyie, Her Britannic Majesty’s Vice-Consul at this port of Santa Martha, New Granada, 
do hereby certify and attest that the foregoing is'a true and faitaful copy of the original Declaration or Protest 
entered in the acts of this Vice-Consulate, copied therefrom and carefully compared therewith. In testimeay 
whereof I have hereunto set my name and affixed the seal of this office at Santa Martha, this thirty-first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one. 

. (Signed) BENTINCK W. DOYLE. 





No. 177: 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) “ Arrogant,” off Bathurst, River Gambia, March 5, 1861. 

IN consequence of a letter received by the last packet from Her Majesty's 
Consul at Lagos, a copy of which I also inclose, it is my intention to leave this 
anchorage to-morrow morning with 125 rank and file of the 2nd West India Regi- 
ment, placed at my disposal by his Excellency Governor D’Arcy, for Sierra Leone, 
where I intend to wait for the packet on the 13th or 14th, and then start for Lagos, 
calling at Cape Coast Castle, having embarked 125 more troops which Governor 
Hill has kindly promised to detach for the assistance of Abbeokuta, making, in all, 
a force of 250 men. ~ 

Although | have acted upon Mr. Foote’s urgent request, and solicited the 
assistance of the military, I doubt the good policy of the step taken by Her Majesty's 
Consul, and fear the introduction of troops for the first time for the defence of 
Abbeokuta may eventually lead to the necessity of a force being permanently 
required for the preservation of that town. mt 

Independent of the troops, I have taken on board 120 Commissariat labourers, 
who have been employed with the expedition, for a passage to Sierra Leone. 

The “ Falcon” starts also, to-morrow, for last-mentioned place with 125 troops 
and 100 labourers ; and the ‘‘ Torch’s” services will, for a short time longer, be 
required in this river to be present at the payment of the first instalment of the fine 
inflicted on King Baddiboo. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 177. 


Consul Foote to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir, Lagos, February 9, 1861. 
YOU are probably aware of the interest Her Majesty's Government takes in Frayer of De Colony of 
the Sierra Leone and other emigrants at Abbeokuta, and the determination of Her Majesty’s Government to 
prevent any attack upon them by either the people of the interior or by the troops of the King of Dahomey. 
_[have now to inform you that the King of Dahomey seems to be preparing for an attack upon that place. 
He is reported to have planted his war-flag, and we have certain information that he has forwarded to the Ibaddans, 
who are als advancing upon Abbeokuta, a quantity of powder, muskets, and lead, which were landed at Badagry, 
and from thence forwarded to Abomey. : , 

The King of Dahomey could easily take possession of Abbeokuta at present, in consequence of the majority 
of the disposable force of the latter being now engaged in opposing the advance of the Ibaddans. : 

I would most strongly recommend a detachment of West Indian troops being sent to Lagos, say 200 or 300, 
with some field-pieces, to remain here until the rainy season has well set in. 

The occupation of Abbeokuta by Dahomian troops would cause a profound sensation in England. Our 
emigrants would be immediately sent to the coast as slaves; the missionary establishments would be destroyed, 
and the interior of Africa thrown back a century in civilization : besides, the injury which would be done to our 
export trade in the Bights, which reaches now to nearly 1,000,000/. sterling, would be immense. 

By showing a firm attitude now we can put a stop to the further advance of the invading forces. By delaying 
two or three months the injury will be so serious that it will require years to repair it. 

The present King of Ibaddan claims a right to conquer the whole country down to the lagoon at Lagos ; 
such has been a message to the Are (Chiefs) of Ijaye. 

I have the honour to inclose the copy of a note which [ have received from the Alake (King) of Abbeokuta, 
referring to the proceedings of the King of Dahomey. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY GRANT FOOTE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 177. 


The Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta to Consul Foote. 


Ake, February 3, 1861. 

THE Alake and Chiefs send their best respects to you, and wish you health. 

The Alake and Chiefs having been informed by a messenger of theirs who has been sent down as a spy to 
some towns in the neighbourhood of Ketu, to see and learn something about the Dahomian movements; he having 
returned brought the report that he saw with his own eyes three Dahomians sent as messengers to a town, Ijale, 
there to meet with the Ibaddan people, and have conversation with them about making an attack upon Abbeokuta ; 
that he also learnt from these Dahomians that Gezo has said he only deceived white people by promising to make 
no attack upon Abbeokuta. 

The messenger also stated he saw forty kegs of powder and twenty muskets sent from Porto Novo to 
Ibaddan ; that the bearers were headed by a Ketu man, Andalai Igbo, formerly a trader at Lagos. 

The Alake and Chiefs send you these reports, to cause you to know the intention of Gezo. 





No. 178. 
Commander Wratislaw to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Ranger,” Whydah, February 13, 1861. 

IN compliance with Article 18, page 3, of the Slave Instructions, I have the 
honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that the American barque “Said Bin Sultan” was boarded at this place by the 
officers named in the margin.* Her register was found correct. The captain had 
no complaint to make, and did not require any entry made in his log. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. R. WRATISLAW, 


TS 


No. 179. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) « Arrogant,” March 20, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that having left Bathurst, River Gambia, on the 6th instant, I 
arrived in Her Majesty’s ship under my command, at this port on the afternoon of 
the 9th, with the intention of sailing for Lagos with troops and ammunition, 
ae =e my despatches by the homeward-bound mail on the 19th or 20th of 
the month. 


* J.ieutenant A. T. Dale; Mr. G. Santo, Gunner. p 
Crass A. 
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In consequence, however, of a communication frém his Excellency Colonel 
Hill, copy of which is annexed for their Lordship’s information, I feel it necessary 
to delay the “Arrogant’s ” departure for a few days, in order that I may render 
assistance in furnishing the Chief of Quiah, as requested by the Governor, and 
therefore purpose taking up a force, military and naval, this afternoon in the 
“ Falcon,” so far as Tombo Road, from whence I intend proceeding in boats to the 
scene of operations. 

I was greatly surprised, on the arrival of the mail-packet yesterday, at not 
receiving any news from Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, respecting the state of 
of affairs of Abbeokuta, more especially so as rumours have reached me (unofficially) 
that there is no chance of a disturbance this season. I shall therefore take down 
the troops, as requested by Mr. Foote, unless his Excellency requires their services 
in the Colony of Sierra Leone. 

The “Torch” is at present occupied in the River Pongas, for the purpose of 
al the information called for by their Lordships’ letter of the 18th December, 
1860. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 179. 


Governor Hill ta Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, Government House, Sierra Leone, March 18, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose the copy of a letter received from a merchant-trader, residing at the Island 
of Tombo, British territory, complaining of personal violence and robbery committed on himself and property, by 
a war-party from the Quiah country, which borders on the eastern frontier of this Colony. 

I sent Captain Jones, of the 2nd West India Regiment, and Mr. Lawson, Inspector of Police, with a letter 
to the King of Quiah, demanding his presence here, and desiring he would bring with him the principal men 
engaged in the invasion of British territory and the outrage committed on the person of a British subject. 

Captain Jones reports, that on making my request known to the King, his war men exhibited the greatest 
violence, flourishing their swords, threatening to cut him to pieces-and to feed the birds on his flesh; and they 
went so far as to endeavour to cut the boat off in shallow water, presenting their guns at Captain Jones and 
Mr. Lawson. 

I am sure I have only to make you acquainted with these facts to insure your powerful aid in support of the 
inhabitants, and for the protection of British property in this Colony against such unprovoked and wanton outrage 
on the part of natives whose Chief is in Treaty with our Government, and bound to respect the Queen’s subjects, 
and property of British merchants. 

I need not assure an officer of your experience that were this act on the part of the natives overlooked, their 
best point of attack would be the undefended eastern portion of Sierra Leone, which borders on the Quiah 
country, and our prestige would be destroyed throughout the continent in our neighbourhood. 

1 shall be prepared to add 150 soldiers to the naval force you may decide on sending against the Chief of 
Quiah, and I shall, at the same time, place a strong garrison in the village of Waterloo, our eastern frontier 
town. 

I beg leave to add, that the King’s and other principal towns in the Quiah country are close to the river, and 
by water not more than about twenty miles from Freetown, and the pilots for the upper river assure me they can 
take the * Falcon” up to Tombo roads, said to be fifteen miles from this place. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 179. 
Mr. Le Ferre to Mr. Townsend. 


Dear Sir, Tombo Island, Sierra Leone River, March 15, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to bring this to your notice. I went up the river on Saturday, the 9th day of March, 
to purchase rice for the kroomen, and in sending up my canoe and hands the next day, to bring down the rice I 
purchased, the Timmanee people went and seized my canoe and hands in their way going up for the rice, and there 
sold one of my canoe men as a slave; and they came down to the Island of Tombo on Wednesday, and said 
Alexander Bey Cantab sent them to me, and they are my strangers. 1 said, I don’t know how you men are my 
strangers ; I send up my canoe and hands to bring down rice, and you men took and seized my canoe from them, 
and then come and tell me you are my strangers: now tell me how you are my strangers; 80 they told me that 
they don't know themselves, Bey Cantab only sent to tell me that they are strangers to me, and nothing besides ; 
so they sat down, and about 4} p.m. another war-canoe came down, with so many war men, and says Bey Cantab 
sent them to me, and they said that they were going to seize me, and then they broke open the store and seize 
everything 1 have in the house ; they said that they will kill me, and cast my body in the sea; so they began to 
play, and attempted four times to take my head ; and they also stripped me quite naked, and they said they were 
going to tie me, and kill me, and they don’t see who will ask them for my body, because they have killed many of 
the British traders. Up to Mazbella war what did the Governor do to them, because the Governor did not care 
for the Sierra Leone traders, so they going to kill me and go their way ; 80 when this came to my knowledge I 
was obliged to escape for my life, and went and hid myself in the bush all night, until the next morning, before I 
came back from the factory. ; : 

I therefore bring this to your notice, so as you may kindly forward it to his Excellency the Governor for 
me, hoping to obtain redress for the loss of my property, and belonging to you, by the Timmanee people, who 
landed them in the hame of their Chief, Alexander Bey Cantab. — 

ave, &c. 


c. 
(Signed) THOMAS LE FEVRE. 


ET 
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Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Sierra Leone, March 21, 1861. 
SINCE completing my letter of yesterday's date, I have much Seaxass in bringing to the notice of my Lords 
Commissioners of, the Admiralty that the King of Quiah has given himself up to the Governor of Sierra Leone, so 
that there will be no necessity for my sending up an expedition. A copy of his Excellency's despatch to me on 
the subject is herewith annexed. 

It is, however, with greater satisfaction that I have it in my power to inclose, for their Lordships’ perusal, 
the copy of a letter addressed to me by a Mr. Townsend, missionary from Abbeokuta, who is on his way to 
England, by which it will be seen that the time of the year has passed by without Dahomey making his threatened 
attacks. I therefore do not think it advisable to take any troops down to Lagos, especially as I am of opinion 
they ought not to be moved out of these Colonies. 

I propose leaving this anchorage on Sunday next, the 24th instant, with guns and ammunition for Lagos, 
also eight or nine Artillerymen, with an officer, whom Governor Hill has kindly placed at my disposal, for the 
purpose of instructing the Abbeokutans in gunnery ; this, 1 am given to understand, is about the best service I 
can at present render them. I shall call in at Cape Coast Castle on my way down. 

[ have, &c. : 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


rr 


Inclosure 4 in No. 179. 
Governor Hill to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, Government House, Sierra Leone, March 21, 1861. 
I HAVE the satisfaction to inform you that the King of Quiah has given himself up, and the war-men by 
whom the outrage was committed at ‘ombo Island are to be delivered over as prisoners to this Government. : 
I beg, therefore, in thanking you for your ready aid on this and other occasions, to inform you that the naval 
assistance requested is not now required. 
T have, ke. 
(Signed) STEPHEN J. HILL. - 





Inclosure 5 in No. 179. 


Mr. Townsend to Governor Hill. 


Sir, Freetown, March 21, 1861. 
IN answer to your request of yesterday, to give you, in writing, my views of the state of Abbeokuta, in 
reference to an expected attack of the Dahomians, I have to state that I left Abbeokuta on the 4th, and Lagos on 
the 10th instant, at which time the fear of a Dahomian invasion had subsided, and was regarded as not at all 
likely to take place at that period of the season. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. TOWNSEND. 





No. 180. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Sierra Leone, March 17, 1861. 

IN reference to instructions from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
on the subject of providing an escort for the Niger expedition from Her Majesty’s 
cruizers under my orders, I have the honour to report that the “ Bloodhound ”’ 
has performed that duty, and beg to inclose a copy of Lieutenant Bennett’s letter of 
proceedings while up the river, for their Lordships’ information. ; 

A copy of Commander Raby’s explanation, as to why he did not communicate 
personally with Captain Walker in charge of the expedition, called for by me, is also 
annexed, and I trust will prove satisfactory to their Lordships. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 180. 


Lieutenant Bennett to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Bloodhound,” Fernando Po, December 1, 1860. 
EN compliance with your orders I left Mayumba Bay on the 4th October, and arrived at Ascension at 
9 p.m. on Saturday the 20th. On Thursday, the 25th, at 6 p.m., the defects having been made ee the ship 
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provisioned, and deck cargo having been taken on board, I sailed for the Bights, and reached Whydah on the 
6th November, when receiving information from Commander Wratislaw, of the “ Ranger,” that Commander Raby 
was expected the next morning, I anchored to await his arrival. 

The “ Alecto” arrived on the 7th, and I received orders from Commander Raby to proceed to Fernando 
Po to coal, and await his arrival. I arrived there on the 12th (Saturday), and on Monday morning Commander 
Raby arrived. Having filled with coals, I received my orders from Commander Raby (a copy of which is 
inclosed) to go to the Rivers Brass and Niger, and in consequence of the Acting Consul at Lagos not deeming it 
proper to leave that place, I was directed to act for him. 1 reached the mouth of the Brass on the evening of 
the 16th November, having experienced an extraordinary strong current against us. Off the Brass I found the barque 
“ Oriente” of Liverpool, and having engaged her master to pilot me across the bar, I weighed at daylight on the 17th, 
and proceeded to the anchorage off the factories. The English traders having come on board, I explained to them 
the service on which IT was employed, and finding that the Brass towns are thirty-five milee up the river, and that 
it was impossible to get the ship any nearer to them, I requested those gentlemen to attend me in a boat expedi- 
tion to the towns of Abalambra and Bassambra, which together constitute the town mentioned in Lord John 
Russell's despatch as Brass Town. 

I left the “ Bloodhound” at half-past 4 the next morning (18th) in the whaler, attended by the gig of the 
ship, under the charge of Mr. T. Stringer, Master’s Assistant, and the boats of the English traders. The 
crews of the “ Bloodhound's” boats were, with the exception of the coxswain's, composed of Kroomen, as I did 
not think it advisable to subject more Europeans than I could possibly help to the influence of the climate. We 
reached the towns at $°30 a.m., and immediately sent to tell the Kings I wished to see them ; it was, however, 
some time before they could be found, but shortly after 2 p.m., they came, attended by the principal Chiefs, to the 
Ju-ju House. I then, through an interpreter supplied by the traders, informed them why I had visited their 
towns, and after fully explaining what the result would be if they in any way molested the vessels on the Niger, 
I drew up the inclosure No. 3 for their signature. 

I then invited them to return with me to the “ Bloodhound,” and to go to the Niger with me, but this they 
declined to do, saying they would go to the new factory in their own canoes, and meet me there. Finding I 
could not alter their determination, and haying concluded my business with them, I left the town at half-past 5 
r.M., but in consequence of grounding in the creek, did not reach the ‘* Bloodhound” until 1 a.a. At 1] a.m. 
of the same day (19th), weighed and proceeded out of the Brass for the mouth of the Niger, where I anchored 
at 2:30 p.m; I here found the steamer “ Sunbeam.” 

The next morning both ships weighed and proceeded into the river with the flood tide. The Brass Kings 
not having arrived, I sent a canoe to fetch them, and as Mr. Walker thought it advisable to lighten the ‘‘ Blood- 
hound,” I put the remains of the deck cargo on board the ‘ Bessie "hulk. On the morning of the 23rd the 
canoe came back, bringing a message that the Brass men had had war with the people of Akedo, and they were 
afraid to trust themselves in their country. I decided upon proceeding without further delay, and at 11 aM. 
weighed with ‘ Sunbeam” in company, and proceeded up the river, having Mr. Walker on board as pilot. We 
got that evening as far as Liambre, where we anchored for the night, having only touched the mud once, and 
then only for a few seconds. The next morning we weighed, and calling at the different towns on our way up, 
anchored at 4 p.m. for the night off Opupuhrome, a dependency of Angama. The next day being Sunday, [ 
remained at anchor. On Monday, the 26th, we preceeded to the town of Angama, where, in compliance with 
the agreement between Her Majesty's Government and Mr. Laird, it was purposed to place a factory, provided 
Her Majesty's Cousul approved of the site; and shortly after our arrival the King’s son and the principal Chiefs 
came on board, and having had explained to them the purpose of our visit, they expressed the greatest wish to 
trade and make friends with the white men, and offering a piece of ground for the cage 4 to be built on. I then 
desired them to tell the King that I wished him, his head men, and the Chiefs of his dependencies, to be on 
board early next morning. 

In the afternoon I landed with Mr. Walker, and was received by the King and Chiefs, who pointed out a 
place a little distant from the town, as a suitable site for the buildings. Finding it was 80, Mr. Walker sent 
lis men from the “Sunbeam” to clear it, and the King gave him a number of his people to assist. Early next 
morning the King came on board, and I drew up the Treaty annexed (Inclosure No. 6). The river evidently 
falling fast, neither Mc. Walker nor myself considered it advisable to ascend any higher, and at 7°30 a.m. of the 
28th, I weighed and proceeded for the mouth of the river, where I anchored at 4 p.m. the same day, leaving 
the “ Sunbeam ” at Angama to erect the factory. 

I regret to say that, in rounding the extremely sharp reach called Louis Creek, the ship going dead slow, 
with only eight inches of water more than her draught, the tide caught her on the bow, and before she would 
answer her helm or the engines could be reversed she fouled the mangrove bushes on the starboard side of the 
river and carried away her jib-boom and foretop-gallant-mast, and see sprung the bowsprit inside the night- 
heads. TI have fished it for the time being, but cannot lace much dependence on it. 

Having’ supplied Mr. Walker with four casks of salt provisions and one punchcon of bread, the expedition 
being in distress for provisions, I embarked the remainder of the deck-cargo, and left the Niger at 6 a.m. of the 
30th for this island, in compliance with my instructions from Commander Raby, and arrived here this day, at 
9 A.M. 

The inclosed papers are the originals of the Agreeuents obtained from the Chiefs of the towns at which we 
called. 

I regret to say that, since we left the river, we have had fifteen slight cases of intermittent fever, although 
every precaution was taken, while in the river, against exposing the men to the night-dews or sun’s heat. They 
are all, | am happy to say, doing well up to this date. . 

‘Trusting that I have performed the service required to your satisfaction, I have, &c. ; 

(Signed) FRANCIS W. BENNEDT. 


_— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 180. 


Orders addressed to Lieutenant Bennett. 


Memo. “ Alecto,” Fernando Po, November 14, 1860. 
ON Her Majesty's steam-vessel under your command being completed with coal, you will proceed to the 

River Brass and put yourself in communication with Mr. Walker, in charge of the Niger Expedition. Should the 

“Sunbeam” and “ Rainbow " (vessels composing the Expedition) not be there, you will proceed to the Niger, and 
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in the event of your then meeting them, you will, should Mr. Walker be then willing to proceed up the Niger, escort 
them in accordance with the accompanying instructions addressed to Lieutenant Burton, of the “ Triton,” and the 
Foreign-Office letter to the late Mr. Brand; as, owing to the unsettled state of affairs at Lagos, Mr. Hand, Her 
Majesty's \cting Consul at Lagos, did not feel justified in leaving that place at this time, You will consider the 
instructions addressed to the Consul as addressed to you yourself, and you will endeavour to carry out the wishes 
of Her Majesty's Government in every way, at the same time having due.regard to the safety of Her Majesty's 
ship under your command, and also to preserve life on both sides. 

Should Mr. Walker not wish to proceed at this season up the Niger, you will return here, complete your coal, 
and join me either at Lagos or Whydah. 

(Signed) HENRY J. RABY, Commander. 
To Lieutenant-Commander Francis Bennett, Senior Officer, Bights Division. 
Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Bloodhound.” 





Inclosure 3 in No. 180. 
Agreement with the King and Chiefs of Obulambra and Bassambra. 


Juh-ju House, Bassambra, Rio Brento, West Coast of Africa. 
LIEUTENANT FRANCIS W. BENNETT, commanding Her Majesty's steam-vessel ‘ Bloodhound,” 
having caused a meeting of the Kings and Chief Men of the town of Obulambra and Bassambra, inquired their 
reasons for firing upon the steamers “ Sunbeam” and “ Rainbow” when ascending the Niger last year. 
They declared that neither they nor any Brassmen were in any way concerned in the attack, and they hereby 
promise not to molest the vessels in any way. 
In token of which they have put their marks to this paper, fully understanding its contents. 
Done at the Juh-ju House, Bassambra, this 8th day of November, 1860. 
(Signed) FRANCIS W. BENNETT, Lieutenant and Commander. 
F. STRINGER, Master's Assistant. 
HENRY ANTHONY, Agent for Messrs. Ashwall. 
JNO. BILL, Agent for Messrs. Stuart & Douglas. 
ROBERT DUFF, Agent for Messrs. C. Horsfall § Co., Liverpool. 
hi 


is 
RAYAH %, King of Obulambra. 
mark. 


his 
ONSIMA %, King of Bassambra. 
mark. 
his 
ORRO-WORRO 4, Chief of Bassambra. 
mark. 


his 
EMAIN ¥%, Chief of Obulambra. 
mark. 
his 
OMBAU *, Chief of Obulambra. 
mark, 





Inclosure 4 in No. 180. 
Engagement of the Chief of Liambri. 


“ Bloodhound,” Liambri, River Niger, November 23, 1860. 
I, ABERRY, Chief Man of Liambri, will not obstruct the steam-vessels trading up and down the river; and 
neither I nor my people were concerned in the attacks last year ; and I will trade at the factories. 


his 
(Signed) ABERRY 4%, Chief of Liambri. 
Witnesses : mark, 
(Signed) F. W. Bennett, Lieutenant-Commander, R.N. 


J. B. Wacker, Agent of the Expeditiun. 
W. F. Bicnet, Assistant Paymaster, RN. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 180. 
Declaration of the King of Akedo. 


“ Bloodhound,” Akedo, River Niger, November 24, 1860. 
LACHHA, King of Akedo, declares that neither he nor ary of his people were concerned in the firing 
upon the steamers “ Sunbeam ” and “ Rainbow” in 1859; and he and his son Palisoria promise to trade with the 
factories, and will not attempt to obstruct the vessels or boats in any way. 
As witness their hands. " 
(Signed) LACHHA *&, King of Akedo. 
mark. 


his 
PALISORIA *. 
Witnesses: mark. 
(Signed) F, W. Bennett, Lieutenant-Commander, R.N. 
J. B. Wacker, Agent of the Expedition. 


ne 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 180. 
Agreement with the King and Chiefs of Angiana. 


F. W. BENNETT, Esq., Lieutenant and Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Bloodhound,” on the part of 
Her Majesty the Queen of England, and King Ndawa and the Chiefs of Angiana on the part of themselves 
and their country, have agreed to the following Articles and Conditions :— 


ARTICLE I. 


The export of slaves to foreign countries is for ever abolished in Angiana. 


ARTICLE II. 


The factory about to be erected, and the goods stored therein, together with the white and coloured men left 
in charge, are to be protected by the King and Chiefs, and the vessels employed in navigating the river are not to 
be molested in any bon 

King Ndawa and his Chiefs are distinctly to understand that, if they in any way hurt or rob the factory- 
vessels or traders, they will be severely punished by the English Government. 

The ground for the erection of houses and for the storing of casks and goods is to be granted free of all 
charges, and is to be considered, whilst in the occupation of any British subject, as British property; and the 
occupant for the time being is authorized by the parties hereto subscribing to expel trespassers, and to maintain 
his right of occupancy, and to defend himself and property against any unlawful aggression. 

In faith of which we have hereunto set our hands and seals, at Angiana, this 27th day of November, 1860. 


his 
(Signed) KING NDAWA, for himself and his Chief *. 
mark, 


FRANCIS W. BENNETT, Lieutenant-Commander, H.M.S. “ Bloodhound,” 
and acting for Her Majesty's Consul. 
The foregoing Treaty was signed, sealed, and delivered in our presence. 
(Signed) W. M. Lourick, 2nd Master. 
J. B. Warker, Agent of the Expedition. 
Moonp1a, Chief of Opuhpusana. 
Bacok, King Ndawa's Sun. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 180. 


Commander Raby to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir. * Alecto,” off Lagos, November 28, 1860. 

IN reply to your Memorandum of the 13th ultimo calling on me to state my reasons for not communicating 
personally with Captain Walker, in charge of the Niger Expedition, | have the honour to state, that in your 
Memorandum of the 8th July, 1860, you direct me to cause a cruizer to be in readiness at the mouth of the Niger 
as soon as possible after the reccipt of this, for the purpose of rendering such assistance as may be required. 
This Memorandum was received on the 12th August. Having only Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton ” under my 
command at that time, and being about to proceed to Fernando Po for coal, I determined to carry your orders into 
execution myself. 

On arriving off the mouth of the Niger I observed the three vessels at anchor, as stated in my letter of 
proceedings of the 27th August; I did not, however, report in that letter that Captain Delmont stated to me, in 
the presence of Mr. George Christie, Second Master of Her Majesty's ship under my command, that Captain 
Walker said, in reply to his offer of taking him out to the “ Alecto,” that he (Captain Walker) was waiting for 
two gun-boats, and till they arrived he should not move; and that, if the Captain of the man of-war wanted him 
he might come to him: he should not go out to him. 

After receiving such a statement from a captain in the mercantile marine, employed by a Company in which 
I believe Mr. Macgregor Laird to be a large shareholder, I did not think it necessary to remain, more especially as 
1 could not communicate by boat, as no one in the “ Alecto” had any knowledge of the bar. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY. 





No. 181. 


Commander Smith to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Torch,” Sierra Leone, April 21, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that on the 14th instant J captured, with the boats of 
Her Majesty’s ship under my command, at the head of the Bramiah river, about 
sixtv miles up, a slave schooner; name and nationality unknown; master and 
crew, none on board; partly fitted with a slave-deck; and in other respects fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade. 

his vessel was capable of carrying upwards of 200 slaves, and evidently 
intended to have shipped them where the vessel was captured. 
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From infore 


ton I received. the King of Bramiah no doubt intended supply - 
ing the slaves 


r this vessel. 
Armation of this vessel reached me at Sierra Leone from the Mission at 
in the River Pongas, the vessel in the first place having attempted to 


I have, &e. ; 
(Signed) . E. H. SMITH. 


—_—_—_——_ 
No. 182. 


Captain Crawford to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) * Sidon,” Johanna, March 4, 1861. 

February 20, 3 r.m—WHEN off the north-west coast of Madagascar, gave 
chase to a suspicious vessel without colours; and as she easily outsailed the 
“Sidon,” got up steam, and captured stranger at 8 p.m., with 272 slaves on board, 
and 59 crew and passengers. ‘This vessel proved to be the Arab dhow “ Buswahi,” 
yes had a Portuguese clearance from Mozambique, dated the i2th of February, 

l. 

February 21.—Finding the slaves dying from being overe-owded, landed the 
Arabs in Boyanna Bay, and removed the slaves to the * Sidon.” 

February 23.—At daylight left Boyanna Bay, with prize in tow. Surveyed 
prize, and finding her leaky, and unfit for a voyage to the Mauritius, destroyed her 
by fire at 3 p.m. 





No. 183. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “* Arrogant,” at Sierra Leone, March 24, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my report to the Commander-in-chief on the 
state of the Slave Trade between the Ist July and 31st December, 1860. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 183. 
Commodvre Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 


“ Arrogant,” at Sierra Leone, March 24, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, the state of the Slave Trade, &c., on the West Coast 
of Africa, between the Ist of July and the 3lst of December, 1860. 

2. From a want of the necessary documents, which I have only just received from the ecruizers under my 
orders, 1 was unable to render the Keport when due; and as no later date from the South Coast than the 19th of 
December has yet reached me, I regret not being able to complete my Report to the 3lst of this month or that 
portion of the station. . ; 

3. It will be seen, by adding up the annexed lists, that no less than forty-six vessels, capable of conveying 
30,432 slaves, have either arrived on the coast from the date of the last Return to the 31st of December, 1860, 
or are on their way from the western ports, as per information received from the Lords Commissioners cf the 
Admiralty. 

4. Out of that number it is gratifying to record that six vessels, capable of conveying 2,940 slaves, have been 
captured by Her Majesty's cruizers, thereby rescuing from slavery 1,112 human beings, four ou of the six being 
empty when taken. : ; 

5. I have great pleasure in bringing to your notice the efforts made by the American sqnadron to put a check 
to the Slave Trade being carried on under the protection of their flag; and am happy to say that, in consequence, 
four vessels, containing no less than 2,925 slaves, have been detained, and sent over to the States for condemna- 
tion, making a total of ten vessels (nearly a fourth of the whole), capable of conveying 5,865 human beings, that 
have been captured during the period of this Report, by the joint exertions of the United States’ and our own 

mn, 
— It is, however, a subject of regret that, although I have every reason to be satisfied with the zealous 
manner in which the cruizers under my orders have performed their duties, five vessels have succeeded in getting 
off with 3,097 of our fellow-creatures on board, who will consequently be led into slavery. 

7. Notwithstanding the above successful effort, 1 am convinced that a severe blow has been inflicted on this 
illegal Traffic, more especially as the American cruizers have taken an active part in preventing their flag from 
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being ituted; and I consider that the fact of four vessels under American colours having been detained by 
them, oN go further to check the Trado under their flag than if twico.that number had been captured by our 
¢ ° 
Cn "8. Out of the thirty-one remaining vessels mentioned in the Return marked C, the following have been met . 
with and boarded by the squadron :—On the North Coast,—‘ Nancy,” “ Orlando,’ Americans; in the Bights.— , 
“John Bell," “ Marshall," Americans; on the South Coast,“ Don Juan,” French; ‘ John Baynton,” 
“ Marigueta,” Amcricans; in all, seven, which leaves twenty-four vessels of which I can give no account. In all 
probability, the greater portion of that number have not yet reached the coast. 

9. The “ Virginian,” American, formerly sent over to the States by the “ Portsmouth,” but not condemned, 
and shown in Inclesure 1 of my last Report, the 25th of July, 1860, has again returned to the coast, and 
was boarded by the “ Archer.” ; : 

10. The “ Montauk,” American (disguised as a whaler), also mentioned in the Report alluded to above), 
was fallen in with by Her Majesty's ship under my command, to the southward of Loanda. I think it very likely 
that this is the vessel shown in the accompanying Return, Inclosure 4, as having got off with 300 slaves. 

11. It will be scen by Inclosure 3 to this Report that the American sg “ Brie” mentioued in my letter of 
the 25th July last, has-been captured by the “ Mohicav.” These three are the only vessels shown in Inclosure 
1 of that Report, which have been met with by our cruizers. ; 

12. The following vessels, of which information had been received previous to my arrival on the Station, have 
been boarded by the squadron during the period of this Report :— 

** Hanorer," Amcricon, has been more than nine months actually on the coast, and will, no doubt ship in the 
neighbourhood of Whydah, where she has been the whole time, so soon as an opportunity offers, but Commander. 
Raby, of the “ Alecto,” has caused her movements to be closely watched. ; 

13. The “ Thomas Watson,” American, disguised as a whaler, was boarded by the “ Alecto” in the Bights, - 
and the “‘Porto Novo” and “ Esperanza,” both under Portuguese colours, have also been fallen in with. 

‘14, I now beg to bring under your notice the following list of vessels, not on the suspected list, but which 
have been met with by Her Majesty's cruizers :—“ General Bertrand,” French; “* Homer,” “ Leonidas” (whaler),. 
« Edwin,” “ City of Manchester,” “ Witch,” Americans. : 

15. It will be seen that ont of the number of vessels (36) shewn in the annexed Lists, Inclosures 4 and 5, that 
there are 29 under the American flag alone, the remaining being, six Spanish and one French; and as the United States’ 
squadron find there is no use in detaining vessels unless they have slaves on board, although they may be otherwise 
fully equipped, the difficulty in successfully checking this illegal traffic is at once apparent, and of course our 
cruizers have less power for its suppression, as the majority of vessels continue to claim the protection of the 
American flag. 

16. If the fact of a vessel having on board the usual slave-fittings would result in her being condemned 
should she be detained, and sent across by an American cruizer, this inhuman traffic could not possibly be carried 
on to the extent it is at present, as the hazard would be so much greater. : 

17. Flag Officer Inman, with whom I have had several opportunitice of conversing on this subject, is, I am 

_8ure, most anxious to co-operate with us in putting a stop to the Slave Trade under the American flag, and his 
officers are equally desirous to do the same. Their exertions have been well rewarded by the capture of the four 
notorious slavers mentioned in Inclosure 3, clearly showing what a happy result might be arrived at if they were 
empowered to detain vessels which they well know are not on the coast for legitimate commerce, and provided with 
the usnal slave appliances. ‘ 

18. I have great pleasure in bringing to your notice the good feeling that exists between the two squadrons, 

. and considering the number of vessels flying the American flag that have been boarded, it is a subject of congratu- 
lation that I have had no complaints against our cruizers to submit for your consideration; the greatest caution -" 
having fiom observed when employed on this important duty, and the instructions on the subject fully’ ° 
attended to. ; ; 
os I will now draw your attention to the principal ‘lgcalities where the Slave Trade is at present 
carried on. ; ‘ 


North Division. 


The Traffic in Slaves is chiefly for domestic purposes, still I cannot but think that, in the event of a favourable 
- Opportunity presenting itself, a considerable number could easily be obtained for foreign export, from the 
barracoons up the River Pongas, kept by the notorious-Mrs. Lightbourne and a Mr. Faber, who, I understand, is 
her agent. ‘Tho supply is procured from the Sherbro and its vicinity, and conveyed in canoes about the month of 
September, after the crops are sown. : 

20. Slaving also gocs on from the Sherbro with Millacore and Forecarrah, and frequent captures take placo off 
Kent by the Civil Commandant, who is a most active man, and has beon tho means of rescuing many unfortunate 
human beings from alavery. 

21. Slaves are frequently sent from the Pongas to the Nunez, but I should imagine principally to be shipped 
asemigrants. ‘Tho French have constructed a fort at tho latter place. 

22. [also learn that slavos aro taken along tho coast from Bessnio by Portugueso, and the Sierra Loono river. 
itself in constantly the xeono of ita operations ; but owing to the exertions of his Excellency tho Governor and his 
agenta, repeated captnres have been effected. Ne 

22, As the Sherbro without doubt supplies the greatest quantity on this part of tho station, I trust when the | 
timber trade in the Bagroo (one of its branches) is opened, it will materially lessen that barbarous traffic by finding 
honest labour for thore who would otherwise be sold into slavery. 

24. Iam given to understand that vessels from the Western ports make a practice of calling at Capo Palmas 
for the purpose of learning the movements of our cruizers, and as this place is also frequently resorted to by English 
merchant-vessels sometimes to the extent of 200 annually for the purpose of procuring kroomen, &e., I think it 
would be of great advantage to British interests if a Consul or Consular Agent were appointed, as it would not only 
cherk the disturbances that have frequently occurred amongst the natives and our palm-oil traders, but also onable 
tts to gain, through such — more accurate information of the actual presence on the Coast of vessels 

t. 


mentioned on the em aoa i , r 

25. I donot think there is any slaving carried on in the Liberian territory. This concludes all the information - 
I ean give on the subject of the Slave Trade in this division ; but before proceeding on to the Bights I beg to 
add ve i. oe in the geese — Yon the re etme ng byl to 
yourse luplicate of which was sent to me), relating to ;are now being carried out by the “ Torch ;” 
dio that the eurvey ofthe Bagroo river hea bees undertaken i py ee vn ny re 4, Fre 4 iA 


wor 
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Bights Division. 


26. In spite of the increased nuntber of cruizers in this Division, | regret to say the Slave Trade has flourished, 
three notorious vesscls having got clear with large cargocs ; but it exists, as formerly stated, principally in Dahomey’s 


country, which is altogether given up to this illegal Traffic to the injury of legitimate trade, which it has almost — 


superseded. 
27. This increase hae been caused by the large number of captures made by the po of Dahomey for tho 
ol of observing the barbarous custom on the anniversary of his late father’s death, and which, I believe, has 
exceeded in its atrocities anything of the kind. : 


_ 28 Although slaves are collected all along the coast from Elmina Chica, about ten miles to the eastward of 
Quittah to Porto Novo on the eastern part of the Bights, still Great and Little Popo, Whydah, Jackin, and 
Delmina, are the principal shipping ports to which they are transported. Barracoons are not used so much as 
formerly, the slaves being scattered about among the houses so ay to appear as domestic slaves. 

29. The slave-traders are mostly settled at Whydah, which post ought always to he guarded by a cruizer; 
there is a Sefior Modeiras said to be actively engaged in the Slave Trade at Ahgwey, and a Sefior Liman, a 
Brazilian, living about a mile from Quittah Fort, who I hear has dealings with the “ Hanover.” 

80. As the value of an able-bodied healthy slave on the beach is 90 dollars in hard cash, whileon the South- 
Coast it is only 25 dollars, added to which there is much greater risk in the Bights on account of the surf, canoes 
frequently capsizing with valuable cargoes on board ; it is, therefore, quite evident that the slaver under American 
colours would only go to the most expensive market for some good reason, which is the general absence of the 
United States’ cruizers from that part of the coast, making, of course, their chance of a successful trip more 
certain. ; 

31. I have represented this to Flag Officer Inman, who, I hear, has sent a age (“ Sumpter") to the 
Bights; but this is not enough to make any serious impression: there ought to be at least a squadron equal to 
ours, instead of the bulk of their cruizers being kept on the South Coast. If this step was taken, I am sure the 
Slave Trade would be greatly lessened. - 

32. ar ee the “‘Constancia” would doubtless have got off the Cameroons had she not been captured by the 

_ “ Alecto,” still I do not think there is much to be apprehended from that neighbourhood while the palm-oil trade 
exists as at present. ‘ ‘ e 

33. The Bonny and Calabar are also free from such Traffic, except, of course, in domestic slavery, which 
prevails more or less all over the coast. - * , 

34.'I now beg to draw your attention to the Islands of Princes and St. Thomas, both of which I have 
reason to believe afford every assistance to slavers, which frequently put in for water and provisions, and I hear 
that at Princes slaves are even landed. . 

35, The general disturbed state of the country for the past six months has no doubt been very advanta- 
geous to the increase of the Slave Trade in the Bights. ; 


. 


South Division. 


36. The export of slaves is very general, but I am nevertheless thankful to say it has received a serious 
check pei. the past six months, in consequence of the exertions made towards its suppression by the United 
States’ squadron. 

. 37. Our cruizers, though very active, I regret to say have not been so successful in making captures as the 
mericans. : 

38. The Congo and its neighbourhood contribute the greatest number of slaves, and Ponta de Lenha is, 


without doubt, the hcad-quarters on the coast. It is there that the dealers principally live, and make their . 


arrangements. I have issucd instructions to the senior officer to cause this place to be visited as oftcn as possible, 
and the Congo constantly to have a cruizer guarding its entrance. . 

39. The places from whence slaves are shipped to the northward of the Congo are as follows >—Point 
Piedras, Mayumba, Banda Point, Black Point, Landaa, and Cabenda Bay, to the southward of the Congo; 
i Cobra and Mangue Grande; and the coast between Maella (called by the natives Macula) and 
Junna Bay. 

40. Ae Macula vesncls can lay close in under the land in safety, and recvive their cargoes of slaves with the 
greatest facility. There is rapid and frequent communication kept up between this part of the coast and Ponta 


de Lenha by means of runners and by water, there being a river to the northward of Ambrizctto which commu- - 


nicates with the Congo, and is of sufficient water to enable boats of ten tons burden to enter this river; also a la 
— of pen might lay concealed a few yards inside its mouth, with their cargoes of slaves in them, complotely 
id from view, ; . 

41. Many of tho native boats, with l’ortugucse colours, | am convineed greatly assist.the slavers in shipping, 
and it is considered presumptive evidence when any number of them are collected in these localitics, that a 
shipment is contemplated. ; 

42. In the neighbourhood of all the principal shipping-places on the South Coast there ure considerablo 
barracoonn contineslly kept supplied with slaves. : 

43. The slaves on board the “Clara Windsor," captured by the “Espoir,” as shown in Inclosure 2, 
were shipped by King Jack at Cabenda, in spite of tho Treaty that exists. 1 shall therefore take stops for his 
being sist | for his breach of faith, and threaten him with the serious displeasure of Her Majesty's 
Government. . 

44. While at Loango in the “Arrogant,” I took the opportunity to cause the French Emigration Establinh- 
ment to be visited by some of my officers, who report that they were well received by the Governor, who made no 


objection to their going over the premises, which appeared to be well conducted, and that there wero upwards of ° 


300 free emigrants awaiting shipment. ; 
45. At St. Paul's de Loanda there is a great deal of domestic slavery, and I should not be surprised if slaves 
in small quantities were occasionally taken by the coasting boats to Ambrizctte. — 
46. 1 regret to inform you that the Slave Trade has, to a small extent, revived to the southward of the last- 
mentioned port, an American vessel having got off with 300 from Benguela, as shown in the accompanying 
‘Return; and I also learn that the American vessels fitted as whalers, had been trying tu negotiate for slaves at 
Little Fish Bay, when, failing in this object, they proceeded to the southward of the limits of the station, where 
no doubt om were successful, ‘ : 
47. 
coast. There ie a Portuguese resident who had several slaves, principally children, in irons, no. doubt ad to be 
Crass A. ee, 


le at Elephant Bay I had an opportunity of observing that slavery is carried on on that pert of the . 
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transferred to some other depdt, when a number could be got together. He informed me, however, that they were 
for domestic purposes. I have instructed the Senior Officer of the Southern Division to order a cruizer to visit 
these places occasionally. 

* 48. In concluding this Report. I am thankful to say that the number of cruizers at my disposal has been 
increased by two during the last sic months, the disposition of the squadron being at present as follows :—North 
Division,—‘“ Torch” (senior officer), ‘ Falcon ;” Bights Division,—“ ‘Alecto” (senior officer), ‘ Ranger,” 
“ Espoir,” “ Bloodhound ;” Souta Division,—‘ Archer” (senior officer), ‘“‘ Prometheus,” “ Wrangler,” “Sharp- _ 
shooter.” . 

, I have, &c. : 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 
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Unknown 


Unknowa, sailed from Ha- | Unknown 
vena 
Sailed from Matanzas, dete | Unknown 


Sailed last from Teneriffe, | Unknown 
about ten months 
viously, where she 
fitted out 


August 1860, from Cuba, | Clara Windsor ... 
under American colours 


Fa) “ Arrogant, 


iS) 








100 


| Unknown ... w, 
Length, 82 ft. 3 in. 


Breath, 22 2 in, 
Depth, 14 ft. 


us 


" at Sierra Leone, March; 24, 1861. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 183. 


Rum, rice, calavances, 
plank and water, &c.: 
slave-fittings 


..| Rice, farinha, and slave- 
fittings 


«| Slave-deck and coppers, 
&e. 


Not known; —Graham | 272 slaves; 179 males, 


said to bethe master] 93 females 


..| Slave equipments . 


Unknown; Juan Pablo, | 840 slaves, 159 men, 251 
master women, 327 boys, 103 
girls 





1,112 slaves 


Intended 


Place of Shipment. 


King Bell's Town, 
River Cameroons 


Snake’s ‘Head, River 
Congo 


Cabenda 


Inor near the Congo, 
on Nov. 16, 1860 


.-| Sbebar River . 





of 


Slaves. 


700 







(Signed) 





By whom 


Number | Captured. 


1860 
Alecto ...] Aug. 


ub 


Captured. 


Place. 


King Bell’s Town, River | Su 
Cameroons C 


At sea; lat. 6° 48’ 54” S. 


Return of Slavers Captured by Her Majesty's Cruizers on the West Coast of Africa, between July 1 and December 31, 1860. 





Jong. 11° 57’ 15” E. 


Shebar River, N. 12° 
'W. 22 miles 


At sea; lat. 4° 44 
jong. 14° 21" W. 


+H 3, 











The capture was not effected in consequence of 
information from the Foreign Office. Con- 
demned at St. Helena. 


A Spanish crew of 9 men. Was destroyed, 
being unseaworthy. 


Ss to be the “James 
° | A brerican colours; ras fren tal. 


well” 14 slaves died on 
St. Helena. 


Captured in consequence of informativn received 

‘See 

ve shipped on cay ‘as 
condemned at Sierra Leons 


Wes Nomad So Cape St. Mary's, in Cuba she 
pean oak iaflad Americans, as well as 
a crew of ime cm Sore, 


the passage to 





ee 
Jacinto,” aud only landed 61! Africans at 
Sierra Leone. 


From July 1 to December $1, 1860, 1,112 human beings released from slavery, and six vessels captured, capable of conveying 2,940 slaves, including the above number, by Her Majesty's cruizera 


. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Officer. 


‘SYMOIAAO TVAVN WOU SLYOdaU 


oo Jnctosure Sin No. 183. 
‘Slavers Captured by the United States’ Squadron, on the West Coast of Africa, between Ju 


ee ~ From July 1 to December 31, 1860, four vessels captured, with 2,025 slaves on board, by the United States" squadron, is 








Inclosure 4. in No. 183. 





er - <. The Vessel’s 
Woum Pot 

sade Name. Nation. Rig. Tons, Owners. 
Onkom. . . Norfolk.| American . screw-steamer . P; the parties. who 
7 Sept. 1800, from New York. eo Ditto stab = ee Pomel aa 

z : “i ea] = | Soe a caer baker 

January 21, 1860 « «| Laurette .  .| Ditto > | Brig + + «| 180 | Almeida & Co., owners of “ Hanover” 
: master’s name, — J: 
May 37,1800. Josephine.  .| Ditto —. | Fore-and-sft schooner | 210 | Jeffrye Ross, New York; master, 





Rerurw of Vessels which are said to have Escaped with Slaves, from the West Coast of Africa, between July 1 and December 81, 1860. 


were Shipped, of Shipment. 

Whydah Aug. 12, 1860 
Ditto . . | Sept. 20, 1860 
Aghwey . «| Oct 1860 
To the southward | Sept. 1860, 
of the Con; 


* An American vessel shipped cargo of 300 slaves botwéen Benguella and Little Fish Bay, some time in August last. 
. From July 1 to December 31, 1860, five vessels escaped, having on board 3,097 slaves. 


~* Arrogant.” at Sierra Leone, March 24, 1861. 


(Signed) 


Was punuad at Kew Yor fom the 


"Ser ae eaters 


W. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Officer. 


wa 


\ 


LM 


, 


‘SUOMIO IVAYN aa 


Inclosure 5 in No. 183. 


Retvrs of Vessels which have Cleared or are about to Clear from Western Ports for the West Coast of Africa, between July 1 and December 31, 1860, exclusive of Slaves Captured or 
those supposed to have Escaped. 









Date of Sailing 
from 
Western Ports. 

July 3, 1860. 


| Labiticia 
| Adela 
Amelia 


Unknown .. 


August 17, 1860 


July 31, 1860 Sl I) Spanisit 
Unknown ... on ..| Villa de Kones. or Par- | Ditto ... on ev] Ditto 


Ditto 


Utto “ 


Ditto 
October 30, 1360 7: 


November 18, 1960 
November 24, 1860 
August 28, 1860... 
Unknown .., — .., 


November 27, 1860 
Cuknown .. | 



















October 4, 1860 ...} 
May 19, 1860 
ia =. 
a 21, 1860 
fori 1860 
bead 1860 
Unknown ... 
Ditto .| Mobile for New Orleans Cygnet ... American Ditto 
Ditt .| New York Nightin; ts Ditto al op ‘ 
Ditto os] Havana. ws nal - Ditta | Brigantine” 
June 1860... «| Ditto Formosa Estrella ‘Spanish ..| Barque 


Unknown ; — Gallet isthe master 


273. | Mrs. Watson 


Mare and Co. 
Unknown  L. Rice is the master” 


Messrs. Goldenshaw and Lesparre 
Unknown 








Gabriel Bosch, a Catalan resident 
im the Canary Isles. 

The principal owner a native of 
(abe named Pagal 


1,966 | Ditto 
197 | Ditto 
Ditto . 





22] Palm oil, ivory; &e. 


| Unknown 


wn | Ditto 


Ditto... 


«| Ditte 





Fetters, arms, Kc. 








Cleared for the Atlantic Ocean, under the command of Captain Harthway, 
and is a very old vessel. 


™ penis name, — Washington, Was formerly in the French ship 


seer coast of Africa; painted black, with auarrow red stripe: her 
Sailed from the Havana for the coast of Africa, and was painted white. 


Was loarded at sea, lat. 6° 42'S.; long. 11° 13" on December 7, hy 
“Sharpshooter,” and the latest date on register is 18 852, Was found ii 
all respects fitted for the reception of slaves or coolies. 

This vessel was formerly reported as the “Triad,” and has landed 
cargo or two under the name of “ Cabarga.” 

Was mentioned in last Report. 

Was boarded by “Falcon” on December 16, pol found correct, 
and was therefore released. A very suspicious 

‘Master's pame, — Taber. 














Was boarded ty the Spur” ae dn Lonha (River Congo), in 


2 
Sg2822 22 = 


se2e8 


Boarded red by ‘Alecto,”" = Bight, on December 13, 1860; — Barkeby, 
Cargo very suvjicions  Mopatchol hy eotocions tlave-tenenss 


sits 


100 | — Winkle, master. 

Son 

40 | Was boarded Sat 5 Sa on jember 21, 1860, ut Punta dx 
Topol ery fe ‘also by" Wrangler,” pone on Septet} 1860, off Mayumba, 

500 Ietuppuoed wil ehip alan slaves at Londo, 


In my last Report is, aid to have got off with a cargo of 600, from the 
eigubourheed of Whydah, in September on 


500 | Has been boarded by “ Espoir.” 








31 Vessels, capable of carrying 21,470 slaves, 


© These vessels are aupposed to belong to a Company intending to send a vessel every fortnight, calculating that one out of every three Will get clear off. 


“ Arrogant,” at Sierra Leone, March 24, 1861. 


(Signed) 


. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Officer. 


R11 
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No. 184, 
Commodore Dunlop to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, “‘ Imaum,” at Jamaica, May 6, 1861 
; I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, to be laid baline toe Lords Conant is- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter I have this day addressed to the 
Commander-in-chief, informing him that the Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court in 
this Island has decided that he has no jurisdiction over the two vessels captured by 
the “Barracouta” in October 1860, on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, and that they must be sent to Havana for trial before a Mixed Commission. 


: I have, &c. 
(Signed) HUGH DUNLOP. 





Inclosure in No. 184. 
Commodore Dunlop to Rear-Admiral Sir A. Milne. 


Sir, “ Imaum,” at Jamaica, May 6, 1861. 

REFERRING to my letter of 24th January last relative to two vessels captured by Her Majesty's ship 
“ Barracouta” in October last, on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, I have the honour to inform 
you that, on the case coming on for trial on the 3rd instant, the Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court in this island 
decided that he had no jurisdiction over the vessels, and that they must be sent to Havana for trial before the 
Mixed Commission, 

It is, therefore, my intention to send Her Majesty's ship “ Barracouta” to that place with them in the course 
of a few days. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) HUGH DUNLOP. 





No. 185. 
Commander Wood to Rear-Admiral Sir A. Milne. 


Sir, ‘* Barracouta,” Barbadoes, February 22, 1861. 

REFERRING to your Memorandum of yesterday’s date, J beg now to report, 
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the full particulars 
relative to the capture of the vessels taken by me into Port Royal, in October last, 
on suspicion of their having been fitted for the Slave Trade (Standing Order No. 144 
of the 21st January, 1860, not being on board Her Majesty’s steam-sloop under my 
command at the time of capture). 

On the morning of Sunday, the 14th October, I boarded the Spanish brig 
“Tola” off the Anguillas. She had neither log-book, manifest, nor papers, and was 
fitted with a very large hatchway. .Had on board an immense quantity of plank, 
staves, hoops and heads for water-casks, mats, jerked beef, and rice. 1 took her in 
tow at once, and proceeded on my way till the afternoon of Monday, the 15th, when 
I fell in with and boarded another Spanish vessel without name, papers, or log- 
book, and fitted for the immediate reception of a slave-deck, her hatchway being 
also enormous. : 

I was unable thoroughly to overhaul these vessels on account of having been 


ordered to sea with the utmost dispatch immediately after mF =. Jamaica. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) W. WOOD. 


gs cg el 
No. 186. 


Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” off Lagos, May 7, 1861. 
IN compliance with their Lordships’ letter of the 18th December last, 
addressed to the Commander-in-chief on this station, the duplicate of which was 
forwarded to me, inclosing copy of a despatch, dated the 26th November, from the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs respecting the Slave Trade in the 
River Pongas, I have the honour to report that, as the “ Arrogant’s” presence was 
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much required in the Bights, 1 had not an opportunity of personally carrying out 
their Lordships’ instructions on the subject, and therefore dispatched the Senior 
Officer of the North Division on this service, furnishing him with full directions for 
his guidance. ; ' 

3. In the first place, I beg to inform you that the natives who maltreated the 

rson (Ackim) sent on a mission to the Pongas by the Governor of Sierra Leone 
ave already been punished on board the “ Lynx,” as reported in my letter to the 
Commander-in-chief No. 19 of the 2nd October last. vt 

4. With reference to the Slave Trade in that river, 1 am of opinion that it 
certainly exists, but, so far as the export is concerned, is of a very limited nature, 
as, since my arrival on this station, the only case of an attempt at shipment was 
that on board the vessel destroyed by the “Torch.” I believe that, had shipments 
been more frequent, it must have come to my knowledge, and have been generally 
known in that neighbourhood, as every possible means are taken to gain informa- 
tion. 

5. Domestic slavery, in boats, &c., is carried on to so great an extent in this 
river, that no doubt people have erroneously connected it with the actual shipment 
of slaves: further, as I have every reason to believe a considerable number have 
been sent to the Nunez (where the French have a fort) for emigration purposes, 
this also may have led to the belief of recent exports from the Pongas. 

6. I am informed, on the authority of the Rev. Mr. Neville, who is the Head of 
the missionary establishment at Falanghia, and an old resident in the Pongas, that 
very little slavery has been done for four or five years back, and that the vessel 
destroyed by the “Torch” was the only attempt during last year. This statement 
is confirmed by M. Reopert, a Frenchman and merchant of great respectability ; 
also by a Mr. Oleipatia, and many others in that river. The latter-named person 
is the one mentioned by Mr. Ackim, in his Report to the Governor of Sierra Leone, 
which I have now before me, and have carefully perused, and have little doubt of 
its being greatly exaggerated ; and I certainly would not place much confidence in 
it, for, if Mr. ‘Abkimre Renort is correct, the shipment of slaves from the Pongas 
must have been very considerable. From all the information I can gather, on 
reliable authority, I find that such is not the case; besides which, the fact of its 
existence to any serious extent, and particulars of shipments, with the names of 
vessels, &c., goncerned in it, would certainly have been known to his Excellency, 
without the necessity of a special messenger to provide the news. 

7. The principal persons connected with this inhuman Traffic are, Mrs. Light- 
bourne, a’Mr. Faber, and King Catty (with the latter we have a Treaty for its 
soppeemainn)s and I also learn that several liberated Africans are mixed up in it. 

8. As, however, neither Mrs. Lightbourne nor Mr, Faber are British subjects, of 
course we cannot interfere in any way with them, unless they ill-treat or molest those 
under our protection ; but I am happy to be able to forward, for their Lordships’ ‘ 
information, copy of a Declaration on the part of Mrs. Lightbourne promising in 
future to abstain altogether from shipping slaves from the Pongas or its vicinity. 

9. As I'am informed that King Catty, although in Treaty with us, certainly 
broke the 4th and 5th Articles of his Agreement with Her Majesty’s Government 
in the case of the ‘‘'Torch’s ” prize, I therefore respectfully suggest that the annuity 
he receives should be stopped for at least two years, unless he gives. up the slaves 
that were shipped in the vessel already alluded to, and subsequently. landed, and 
who are now in his possession; and that the severe displeasure of the Government 
should be conveyed to him, with the distinct understanding that, in the event of 
any recurrence of such conduct on his part, his town will be destroyed. 

10. It is absolutely necessary that Catty should in some way be punished, as 
he did not attend a palaver on board the “ Torch,” although he received three 
separate requisitions from Commander Smith to do so, and was, no doubt, advised 
by Mr. Faber in the matter. I hear that he is a worthless, miserable man, and 
nearly always drunk. : 

11. The actual amount of resistance to be expected by any hostile force that 
may be employed against him can scarcely be obtained; but I would consider a 
body of 300 seamen and marines in boats (for a vessel could not get up without 
considerable difficulty) quite ample for, the purpose, without incurring the slightest 


risk, eg ee roy Bi Sa YUR URIOS  t ae 

12. Mrs, Lightbourne’s town (Faringeah) is situated at the head of a creek, 
and not ap ibirhable under half-tide, as at low water it is perfectly dry for a mile. 
or more. Her own premises are in the shape of a square, and strongly stockaded, 
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having a gate on each side, the one nearest the landing-place being protected by a 
sort of martello tower on either side, containing an old-fashioned 18 or $9 poubder 
worked through a port-hole; and in all, there are twelve guns of various sizes 
placed to advantage, a careful watch being kept day and night. 
side mmander Smith reports having paid her a visit, and that he was well 
14. For their Lordships’ information 1 incl lan of i i 
instructed that officer to furnish me with. ee Stee ae eet 


_  Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


ES 


Inclosure in No. 186, 


Declaration. 


WE, the Undersigned, Stiles Edward Lightbourne, a son of Mrs. Lightbourne, a resident at Mokattah, 
—— Lightbourne, and William Emerson, being also grandsons of the said Mrs. Lightbourne, and residents 
at Faringeah, in the River Pongas, and duly empowered by Mrs. Lightbourne, do solemnly and sincerely declare, 
on the part of Mrs. Lightbourne, that she will, in future, honestly abstain from engaging herself, either directly or 
indirectly, in the shipping of slaves from the river or its vicinity. 

We also further declare, on the part of the said Mrs. Lightbourne, that she has not shipped any slaves from 
the river or its vicinity, since 1855; and we make this Declaration in the presence of Commander J. H. Smith, 
Dr. C. J. Fennell, and Mr. Alfred Whiffin, Assistant Paymaster of Her Britannic ship “ Torch,” on board the 
szid vessel, this 20th day of March, in the year of our Lord 1861, and the twenty-fourth of Her Majesty's 
reign. 

(Signed) STILES E. LIGHTBOURNE. 
BENJAMIN LIGHTBOURNE. 
WM. EMERSON. 


Sworn, signed, sealed, and delivered before me, at Baufah, in the River Pongas, this 20th day of March, 
1861. 
(Signed) J. H, SMITH, Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Torch.” 
Witnessed by us: 
(Sign C. J. Fennext, Assistant Surgeon. 
A, Wuirrin, Assistant Paymaster in charge, Her Majesty's ship “ Torch.” 





No. 187. 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Lagos, May 10, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 

of the Admiralty, that I arrived at this anchorage in Her Majesty’s ship under my 

command, on the 16th ultimo, having previously received by “ Alecto,” off Quittah, 

official intelligence that Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos was engaged in a very 

serious difference with the King of Porto Novo. All the correspondence on this 

subject was also delivered to me, copies of which | annex for their Lordships’ 

information, as well as a despatch from Mr. Foote, dated the 22nd of April, of 
which Inclosure No. 2 is a copy. 

2. Porto Novo is a large and populous town, sixty-four miles from Lagos, up a 
lagoon, with (in many parts) only eight feet of water; a great ally of the King of 
Dahomey, and one of the principal nests for Slave Trade in these Bights. 

3. Having given this important subject the best consideration in my power, I 
came to the opinion that the King of Porto Novo, for the maintenance of our 
national honour, and for the due execution of the Treaty, should be immediately 
brought to terms, peaceably if possible, but if that fail he must be punished for his 
breach of faith. ith this view, as the rainy season was rapidly approaching, and 
no time ought to be lost, I dispatched the “ Alecto” direct to the Benin, with orders 
to secure the services of a small river-steamer, by name “Fideliter,” well adapted 
for our purpose. At the same time, on my arrival at Lagos, | sent a letter to the 
King of Porto Novo (Inclosure No. 3), in the hope of oad bloodshed, but to 
this he only returned an improper verbal reply. Finding that the Consul was 
absent at Abheokwte, I at once dispatched a letter to him, of which Inclosure No. 4 


is a copy. 

4. On the morning of the 22nd of April the “ Alecto” joined me off Lagos, with 
the “ Fideliter ” in tow, when having organised the expedition, consisting of detach- 
ments from the following ships :— 

Crass A. R 
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“ Arrogant.”—Launch, barge, first cutter, second cutter (fitted as rocket-boats), 
with 110 officers and seamen, embarked on board the “ Fideliter,” also 61 Marines, 
including 2 officers, 30 of whom, under Captain Mc Arthur, took up their quarters 
on board that vessel, the remainder going in the “ Brune.” 

** Alecto.”—Paddle-box boats, pinnace, cutter (fitted as rocket-boats), with 
76 officers and men, proceeded in the “ Brune,” also a cutter from “ Ranger” and 
“Espoir ” (fitted as rocket-boats), with an officer and 9 men each, which with the 
‘“* Brune’s ” complement of 40, makes a total force of 307 men, of whom I took 
command, and proceeded over the bar the same afternoon without an accident, and 
communicated with the Consul, who had returned from Abbeokuta. 

5. The ‘ Bloodhound” having previously been lightened, and as 1 received 
the report, of which Inclosure 5 is a copy, stating that the shallows had been 
sounded as I had directed, and that there would be water enough for her to take 
part in the proceedings, I saw no objections to her doing so, especially as an 
increase of force would greatly contribute to the moral effect; but I regret to say 
the report in question proved to be erroneous, for that vessel grounded some twelve 
miles above Lagos, where she remained until the 3rd instant, notwithstanding our 
utmost efforts to get her off, and could not consequently take part in the operations. 
I am happy to say she has sustained no damage whatever, the bottom being formed 
of soft mud. 

6. On the morning of the 23rd we removed up the river, “ Fideliter” leading, 
and the * Brune ” and “ Bloodhound ” following, and succeeded after some difficulty, 
from the shallowness of the water (the “ Brune ” having grounded twice), and also 
the inefficient state of the “ Fideliter’s ” engines, in reaching the barrier that the 
natives had constructed across the river about six miles below Porto Novo, on the 
afternoon of the 25th. Great pains had evidently been taken in making this barrier ; 
large stakes, with others interlaced under water, being firmly driven into the mud, 
and the grass islands floating down becoming attached to these piles, a very 
formidable-looking obstruction, in some places so much as seventy yards wide, 
was presented. After three or four hours’ hard work, many of the sailors diving 
below to cut the lashings, an opening was formed at the narrowest part (about 
ninety feet across), which appearing practicable, the “ Fideliter” passed through, 
under the skilful pilotage of Mr. Love, Master’s Assistant, followed at short 
distance by the * Brune” and boats. At this time the natives from one bank 
opened a desultory fire upon us, and several war-canoes hovered about, but were 
soon dispersed by a few shot and shell. 

7. On the next morning we took up our position before Porto Novo, the 
‘ Fideliter ” anchoring on the upper side opposite the King’s Palace, the “‘ Brune ” 
lower down, with the boats in divisions attached to each vessel. The enemy at once 
opened a very brisk fire, at a distance of about 400 yards; the natives lining the 
beach and grass before the town, where they were assembled in great numbers 
around their respective flags: the war canoes also, on the other side, mustered in 
considerable force; but their fire was at too great a distance to be effectual, and 
they were eventually dispersed by shell and rockets. At about 7:30 a.m. we opened 
our fire upon the town from the steamers and boats, with shot, shell, rockets, and 
rifle; the boats of the Starboard Division, under Commander Raby, of the 
“ Alecto,” gradually approaching the shore to within a distance of about thirty 
yards, firing steadily and rapidly upon a large stockade or earthwork where several 
influential Chiefs were assembled under a particular flag, encouraging their 
followers, in great numbers, to resist, which they did stoutly. Among the natives 
some white men were observed, one of whom was shot by Commander Raby. 

8. At 11°30 a.m., the enemy’s fire being almost completely silenced, and the 
town itself burning briskly in many places, Commander Raby asked my permission 
to land and spike a gun abreast of the “ Fideliter,’ which we had not before 
noticed. This was immediately done, and I sent Lieutenant Cay, who volunteered 
to bring off the gun, to support Commander Raby with our marines and division of 
boats, with orders also to complete, as far as he was able in that direction, the 
burning of the town. All which | am happy to say was accomplished without a 
casualty, except that in spiking the gun it exploded and wounded Commander Raby 
slightly in the head. 

%. We then ceased firing to rest the men for an hour, commencing again at 
1 p.m.. the boats of the Starboard Division completing the destruction of the stockade, 
~ the natives having fled or been killed; another gun was spiked by Commander 

aby. 
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_ 10. By half-past 3, the town being generally on fire, and the natives having 
entirely deserted their quarters (numbers being killed), I conceived my object of 
punishing these people was fully accomplished, and accordingly ceased firing, 
weighed and dropped down the river; crossed the barrier again without difficulty, 
and anchored the same night off Badagry at 8 p.m., the “ Brune” arriving all safe 
two hours after. 

11. I am rejoiced to say that in these operations, our casualties—except those 
occasioned by an accident on board the “ Fideliter,” viz., the bursting of a rocket 
within the tube—have been next to nothing, as will be seen by the list annexed 
(Inclosure No. 6), neither have the health of the officers and crews suffered ; while 
the loss of the enemy must have been severe, 100 dead bodies and upwards were 
counted lying around one flag alone, 13 round another, and many, evidently dead 
or wounded, were seen heing carried away. 

12. While every officer and man in this expedition did his duty cheerfully and 
zealously to my entire satisfaction, I beg leave most prominently to bring under 
their Lordships’ favourable notice the gallant and able assistance | received from 
Commander Raby. This officer had charge of the “ Brune” with a large division 
of boats, and I scarcely know which to commend most, his unwearied exertions in 
bringing up the “Brune,” a very difficult task with so unmanageable a vessel and 
nine or ten boats in tow, getting her off again when she grounded, or his coolness 
and courage under fire. His own proceedings, although under my immediate eye, 
I have also thought fit to annex (Inclosure No. 7). : 

12. To Lieutenant Cay, now Senior Lieutenant of the “ Arrogant,” I feel much 
indebted ; his steadiness, zeal, and coolness were very conspicuous. Lieutenant 
Cay is an officer of much merit, and worthy of their Lordships’ favourable notice. 

14. Lieutenant Hereford, Gunnery Lieutenant, immediately in command of the 
« Arrogant’s ” boats, did his duty with his usual spirit and steadiness. 

15. Mr. Martin, my Secretary, volunteered to assist Lieutenant Cay in bringing 
off the gun. 

16. My thanks are greatly due to Captain Mc Arthur, Royal Marine Artillery 
of the “ Arrogant,” for the efficiency of his men on this occasion, who landed to 
support our blue-jackets in bringing off the gun, and the ready aid he has always 
afforded me. Captain Mc Arthur is an officer well deserving of their Lordships’ 
notice. 

17. Mr. Love, Master’s Assistant of the ‘‘ Ranger,” piloted the “ Fideliter” up 
and down the river, and I cannot speak too highly of this young officer’s attention, 
zeal and skill in performing this important duty. Mr. Love is a very superior officer 
of his class, and I trust may, at a proper time, receive advancement. 

18. Mr. Grey, Assistant Engineer of the 3rd Class of “ Arrogant,” scarecly 
ever left the engine-room, doing his utmost to keep the ‘ Fideliter’s” engines 
working, upon which so much depended. 

The “ Fideliter ” recrossed the bar, with the “ Arrogant’s” division of boats 
and one company of Marines, in safety on the afternoon of the 28th, re-embarking 
the same on board this ship, and returned for me the next morning, as | was 
desirous of taking the opportunity of visiting the King of Lagos. 

20. Having rejoined the “ Arrogant” on that afternoon, I despatched the same 
night the “ Fideliter ” back to the Benin, in tow of “ Espoir.” 

21. The “ Brune” with her detachment of men and boats did not return till 
the following day, having been left by me, with Commander Raby in charge, to 
endeavour to get off the “ Bloodhound,” which unhappily he did not then succeed 
in doing, and she remained on shore, as I have already mentioned, until the 3rd 
instant, when she came down to Lagos, without having sustained any injury. _ 

22. Her Majesty’s Consul, Mr. Foote, accompanied me on board the “ Fide- 
liter,” during these operations, although far from well at the tiine. 

23. Porto Novo being a town of no inconsiderable importance in connection 
with the Slave Trade in these Bights, and greatly under the influence of the King 
of Dahomey, its destruction will not only retard that inhuman Traffic to some extent, 
at least for the present, but it will be looked upon in a very favourable light by a 
number of the neighbouring tribes, who, although they are not altogether friendly 
to us, are pe decided enemies of the King of Dahomey, from whose 
marauding parties they suffer considerably, a great number of their people being 
captured annually, and sold into slavery. The Consul informs me that so popular 
was our expedition generally, that he had repeated offers of assistance, eed 
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wl » several thousand of native troops, which, however, he very properly 
eclined. 

24. From the general spirit of enmity evinced against Dahomey, and the 
constant wars he is compelled to enter into with his neighbours, his time must be 
pretty weil occupied; I am therefore of opinion that his threats of attacking 
Abbeokuta are not to be very much dreaded; further, that he would find greater 
difficulty in carrying out his object than is usually thought. The Abbeokutans 
have many friends who would willingly come to their aid. 

25. During the attack on Porto Novo, I had instructed the “ Ranger” to lay at 
anchor off the seaboard of Badagry, and the “Espoir” off Porto Novo, so that 
in the event of supplies or further force being necessary, it could be easily 
procured. 

26. Since communicating the above particulars, I have received a letter from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, of which Inclosure No. 8 is a copy. 

27. | also learn from Mr. Foote, privately, that the loss of killed and wounded 
is estimated to be very much more than I have mentioned in this despatch, the 
information being from Mr. Tickel, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Badagry. 

28. It is very gratifying to find that the good results of our timely chastise- 
ment on Porto Novo has already been beneficial to the trade in palm oil, which has 
greatly increased, and there is every probability of a speedy compliance with the 
whole of the Consul’s terms. 

29. 1am happy to say the men who were wounded on this occasion are all 
doing well. 

30. I beg to inclose a plan of the river (Inclosure No. 9), showing the position 
of our forces, &c., on the day of the attack, which may prove of interest to their 
Lordships, for which I am indebted to Mr. Harding, Master’s Assistant of this 
ship. 

Trusting that my proceedings will meet with their approval, I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 187. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the King of Porto Novo. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Lagos, April 17, 1861. 

THE Commodore of Her Britannic Majesty's ships and vessels on the West Coast of Africa Station 
presents his compliments to you, and has to inform you of his arrival at Lagos, in company with other men-of-war. 

Ile is grieved to learn that a difference has arisen between you and Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, 
and has put into this anchorage specially to settle such difference, peaceably if possible, otherwise he is in a 
position to use considerable force, should it be necessary. 

The Commodore begs to inclose a copy of the Consul’s terms, which he will give the King until Sunday 
next, the 21st of the month, to accede to and sign, when, if he still refuses to do so, the Commodore will be 
obliged to attack and destroy his town of Porto Novo; he, however. trusts the King will sign the Articles drawn 
up by the Consul, and thereby save the destruction of his town and unnecessary bloodshed, aud has, therefore, 
given him this one chance to come to terms. 

The Commodore now wishes the King of Porto Novo all health and happiness, 

: I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 187. 


Commander Raby to Commodore Edmonstore. 


Sir, “ Alecto,” off Lagos, May 1, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on Monday, the 22nd April last, in compliance with your directions, I 
proceeded, on board Her Majesty's tender “ Brune,” with the boats of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” and 
Lieutenant Fothergill, R.M., of Her Majesty's ship “ Arrogant,” with a detachment of Marines of that ship. 
We got safely over the bar, and anchored in company with the tender “ Fideliter,” flying your broad pendant for 
that night, at Lagos. The following morning, having been joined by the cutters of the * Ranger” and * Espoir,’ 
fitted out as rocket-boats, I proceeded, in company with the “ Fideliter’ and “ Eloodhound,” up the lagoon. At 
2°30 p.m., the ‘* Bloodhound” being aground at the narrow passage above Beachey, I received on board the 
“Brune,” in compliance with your orders, the remainder of the Marines of the “ Arrogant.” At 6 P.M., through 
the ignorance of a native sent on board as pilot, we grounded about twenty-five miles below Badagry, and after 
working that night and the following day, clearing everything out of the ship, I succeeded in getting her afloat, 
and proceeded to join you at Badagry, where I arrived on the morning of the 25th, and proceeded, in company 
with yourself, at noon, and keeping in company till we reached the barrier. Our proceedings there were witnessed 
by yourself, | therefore need do no more than draw your attention to the very able manner in which Lieutenant 
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Stokes, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” took the “ Brune” through the barrier, I myself being in the boats at the 
time. The following morning I again weighed, in company with the “ Fideliter,” and followed you to Porto 
Novo. As all that took place there passed under your immediate eye, I need only bring before your notice the 
great assistance I received from Lieutenant Kelsall, Senior Lieutenant of the “ Alecto,” both on board the 
“ Brune” in preserving good order and discipline amongst so many men belonging to different vessels congregated 
in such a small vessel as the “Brune,” as also the able manner in which he managed his boats, carrying a 
24-pounder howitzer ; to Lieutenant Stokes my best thanks are due for the skilful way in which he piloted the 
“Brune.” I beg also to bring before your notice Mr. Hall, gunner of this ship, a most zealous active officer, 
well worthy of advancement ; his firing from the pinnace was most effective. In fact, I can hardly say sufficient in 
praise of the general gallantry and good conduct of all the officers and men under my orders. : 

I cannot conclude this without stating that Captain Arthur Jones, of Her Majesty's 2nd West India 
Regiment, who was attached to the division under my orders, was of great assistance, and landed with me, and 
personally assisted in spiking the last gun. I have to regret the loss of one man killed. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) HENRY J. RABY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 187. 


List of Officers and Men belonging to Her Majesty’s ships “ Arrogant,” “ Alecto,” and “ Ranger,’ Killed and 
Wounded in action at Porto Novo, on April 26, 1861. 



































: Nature 
Rank Name 
Name. and Rating. of Ship. of Remarks. 
Injury. 

Robert B. Cay . Lieutenant, R.N..| Arrogant ..| Slight ..| Wounded in left arm, by the explo- 
sion of a rocket in the tube. 

Robert D. Osborne ..| Gunner .. -.| Ditto .-| Ditto .. | Wounded in left arm and hand, by a 
rocket. 

Henry James .. ..| Captain, fore-top .| Ditto ..| Ditto . | Burn of right fore-arm, froma rocket. 

Stephen Middleton .,| Ordinary . -. | Ditto -.| Ditto -. | Gun-shot wound of left wrist and 
abdomen, 

Henry J. Raby . «.| Commander ..) Alecto  ..| Ditto ..| Contusion of right eye, caused by the 
explosion of a gun when spiking it 

ashore. 
Nathaniel Gardiner ..] A.B... ..| Ditto «»| Mortal = ..| Shot in left temple ; ball lodged in 
| brain ; died April 28, 

Reuben Stottery | Corporal, R.M. «| Ditto . | Slight .| Gun-shot wound of left foot, 

George Santo .. ..| Gunner .. ..| Ranger ..| Ditto ..| Gun-shot wound of chest 

George Ottoway aa] eo xe ..| Ditto .. | Ditto .. | Gun-shot wound of right leg. 

Total number wounded, 9; died of his wounds, 1. 
(Signed) HART GIMLETT, M.D., Surgeon and Senior Medical Officer. 
No. 188. 
Rear-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir * Nile,” at Halifax, June 9, 1861. 


> 

COMMODORE DUNLOP having transmitted to their Lordships a copy of 
his despatch to me of the 6th ultimo, relative to the two Spanish vessels detained 
by Her Majesty’s ship “ Barracouta ” in October last being now sent to the Havana 
for adjudication, it is unnecessary for me to enter into the subject beyond expres- 
sing a very decided opinion that I consider it would have been much more satis- 
factory to all parties, had the Admiralty Court at Jamaica come to this decision as 
soon as the vessels were brought within their jurisdiction, instead of allowing 
more than six months to elapse, causing thereby a heavy expense, at the same time 
great inconvenience to the captors. The impression I received on the spot, when 
at Port Royal in April last was, that one, if not both, were cases of that character 
that might at once have been dealt with by the High Court of Admiralty. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 


126 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 5 
No. 189. 


Commander Skipwith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


“* Prometheus,” at Sea, Lat. 5° 46’, Long. 11° 7’, 
Sir, June 30, 1860. 

IN pursuance to Article 3, Section 2 of the Slave Trade Instructions, I have 
the honour to inform you that trade is flourishing in all its branches on the Northern 
Division, and in addition to the usual produce of ground nuts, palm oil, hides, &c., 
Mr. Lawrence, of Bessessimi, at the instigation off the Manchester Cotton Supply 
Association, is endeavouring to cultivate the cotton plant, and trusts in course of 
time to induce the natives to support him in that branch, but as they cannot see 
any prospect of a sale for it, they do not attempt it willingly. 

About the Gambia some of the tribes have been threatening to invade the 
Colony, but the Governor is now of opinion that all is settled again; the trade 
was never seriously interrupted. The Governor purposes himself endeavouring to 
encourage the growth of cotton, and is about to cultivate a small farm to show the 
natives how to begin; there such trade of ground nuts, palm oil, &c., was pros- 

erous. 
. The British Island of Bulama does not appear very thickly populated, and 
there does not appear to be any leading person to give an impetus to the trade ; 
the ground nuts and Indian corn are plentiful. Mr. Lawrence talks of establishing 
a cotton farm there. 

With regard to slavery, the Rio Pongas and Nunez are the only places I hear 
of its being carried to any extent. Mrs. Lightbourne, of the former river, is the 
principal instigator, and I am told she procures slaves from Sherbro and other 
places on the coast, which are conveyed in small boats. 1 have had a boat up the 
River Pongas, which has been hospitably received by Mrs. Lightbourne, but, at 
the same time, been unable to perceive any signs or procure the slightest informa- 
tion about the Slave Trade. There is also boat-slavery being carried on in the 
River Sierra Leone, and many have been captured by the harbour-master and 
agents of the Governor. 

I have received favourable accounts of the timber up the River Bagroo, and 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Triton” surveyed it for twelve miles, but owing to the rains 
no further steps can be taken till November or December. 

The Liberian Republic is in a prosperous state, and all slavery is abolished in 
its territory. Its principal production, palm oil, is in a flourishing state. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) S. S. SKIPWITH. 





No. 190. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


i “ Forte,” in Simon’s Bay, April 27, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for their Lordships’ information, a letter from 
Commander Smith of the “Torch,” reporting the capture, on the 15th November 
last, of a slave-cutter without nationality. 

This vessel fitted out at Havana with a crew of Spaniards, and she was 
intended to receive 300 slaves on the South Coast. 


Sir 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 





Inclosure | in No. 190. 


Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


“ Torch,” at sea, Lat. 3° 7' 36” S., Long. 9° 28' 40" E., 

> November 17, 1860. © 
I HAVE the honour to report to you, that on the 15th instant, at 11°45 a.m., I captured, in latitude - 
6° 48’ 54” south, longitude 11°57’ 15” east, a slave-cutter, with a crew of nine men, fitted with slave-deck, 
copper, and cargo, &c., name and nationality unknown. As the vessel appeared to be unseaworthy, I ordered a 
survey to be held on her, a duplicate of which is herewith inclosed ; and the surveying officers having recommended 
hed besten ed, I accordingly set fire to her, and when I parted company, at 7°20 P.m., she was burnt nearly 

water's edge, 


On the 16th instant, the following day, I landed the prize-crew at Loango Bay. From what I could ascertain 


Sir, 
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it appears that they were all — and fitted out at Havana, and intended to have shipped, the following 
morning after capture, a cargo of 300 negroes. No documents of any kind were found on heart, 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) H. V. SMITH. 





Tnclosure 2 in No. 190. 
Messrs. Martin, Cunningham, §c., to Commander Smith. 


‘ * Torch,” at sea, Lat. 6° 48' S., Long. 11° 53' E., 
Sir, November 15, 1860. 

IN pursuance of an order received from you this day, we, the Undersigned, have held a careful and strict survey 
on the slave-cutter, name unknown, and find as follows :— 

The mainmast is badly sprung and fished ; the hull in very bad condition ; bulwark-stanchions rotten, and 
the vessel leaky; only one anchor on board, which was disproportioned to the vessel, being very small. We 
therefore recommend her to be destroyed, being totally unfit for a sea voyage. ‘\ 

The measurement of the vessel is as follows :— 


Ft. in. 
Length from stern-head to taffrail . és a oie te «= 8 8 
Breadth of beam taken over upper deck abreast of mast +e ee «. 22 2 
Depth of hold, taken from pump-well 8 oe ee ee «. 1140 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) J. J. MARTIN, Lieutenant. 
WM. J. CUNNINGHAM, Second Master. 
MATT. MURRAY, First Assistant Engineer. 
THOS. BELL, Carpenter's crew. 





No. 191. 
Captain Crawford to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Archer,” at anchor, off St. Padron, December 14, 1860. 

IN compliance with section 5 of the Admiralty Instructions for the Suppression 
of the Slave Trade, I have the honour to acquaint you that I sighted at daylight 
this morning a brigantine about eighty miles off the land. 

I immediately made sail in chase, and came up and anchored with her after 
sunset. She had shown American colours, after several hours’ chase. 

I had strong doubts as to her legality to those colours, and therefore sent an 
officer to board her, and found her to be the “ Virginian,” of New York, entitled to 
fly the American flag. 

No complaint was made by the master or any other person acknowledged on 
board, nor was there any detention to the vessel. 

It is the same veieel which was captured by the United States’ cruizer “ Ports- 
mouth,” on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade in February last, and 
sent for adjudication, but released in the United States. 

She has since come over with a cargo of rum and tobacco, and I have every 
reason to believe will ship a cargo of slaves if she can elude vigilance. 

Inclosed are the reports of the boarding officers. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. A. B. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure i in No. 191. 


Mr. Grusen to Captain Crawford. 


Sir, “« Archer,” off River Congo, December 14, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in company with Lieutenant Thomas, I this day boarded a 
brigantine, and having found her to be the “ Virginian,” of New York, and entitled to fly the American flag, 
returned on board, the Captain making no complaint, and without rae. wd detention to the vessel. 

ave, &c, 


(Signed) H. GRUSEN, Master's Assistant. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 191. 


Lieutenant Tromaz to Captain Crawford. 
Sir, : “ Archer,” December 14, 1860. 
I HAVE to inform you, that in compliance with your orders, I this day boarded a brigantine, and having 
found her to be the “ Virginian,” of New York, and entitled to fly Americau colours, I returned on board, the 
Captain making no complaint, and without causing any detention to the vessel. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. TROMAZ. 


URI SEK re ee me 
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No. 192. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 


Sir, “ Narcissus,” at Sea, March 31, 1861. 

I_BEG to inclose, for your information, the copy of a letter of this date from 
Captain Risk, of Her Majesty's ship “Narcissus,” bearing my flag, inclosing the 
report of Lieutenant W. iH. Heaton, of that ship, who visited a barque at sea under 
French colours, with the names “‘ Marie, Ajaccio,” painted on her stern and quarter. 

As it appeared from the visiting officer's statement that there was a French 
medical officer on board possessing a document by the French Minister of Marine, 
authorizing him to take charge of emigrants between the Congo (on the West 
Coast of Africa) and Guadaloupe in the above-named vessel, the verification of the 
nationality was assumed to be correct, and she proceeded on her voyage without 
detention or complaint. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) B. WALKER. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 192. 
Captain Risk to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Narcissus," at Sea, March 31, 1861. 

IN obedience to your order I proceeded in Her Majesty’s ship under my command, bearing your flag, to 
examine a strange sail reported in sight at noon; a short time after she was discovered to be a barque, painted 
white, under French colours. On chasing her, at 3 p.M., I sent Lieutenant N. H. Heaton in the cutter to 
examine her, and have the honour to forward his report for your information. 





I have, &e. 
(Signed) R. H. RISK. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 192. 
Lieutenant Heaton to Captain Risk. 
Sir, * Narcissus,” at Sea, March 31, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour to report to you that, pursuant to your directions, I proceeded at 3 p.m. this afternoon, 
to board a barque showing French colours, but on arriving alongside of her an officer in French naval uniform 
appeared at the gangway, and protested against my boarding the vessel, stating that he had received instructions 
from the Minister of Marine te permit no boats to board him; he then handed to me his official document, which 
directed him (a surgeon in the French navy) to proceed in the barque “ Marie of Ajaccio,” from Guadaloupe to 
the River Congo, on the West Coast of Africa, to procure emigrants for the above-mentioned Colony. 

The paper appearing to me quite regular, and having no cause to doubt that the vessel was French, I returned 
on board to make my report to you. 

The French medical officer further stated in conversation that he had already made one trip to Guadaloupe 
with emigrants from the Congo. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) N. H. HEATON. 





No. 193. 
Commodore Dunlop to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, ‘© Imaum,” at Jamaica, June 7, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, to be laid before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, copy of a letter I have this day addressed to the 
Commander-in-chief, reporting that the two brigs captured by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Barracouta,” in October last, on a suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, 
have been liberated by the Mixed Commission Court “ Havana, 

am, &c. 


(Signed) HUGH DUNLOP. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 193. 
Commodore Dunlop to Rear-Admiral Sir A. Milne. 
“ Tmaum,” at Jamaica, June 7, 1861. 


” REFERRING to my letter of the 6th ultimo, in which I informed you that the Vice-Admiralty Court of 
Jamaica had decided that it had no jurisdiction over the two brigs captured by Her Majesty's ship “ Barracouta ” 
' 


Sir 


' 
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in October last, on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and that it was my intention to send that 
vessel with them to Havana, in order that they might be tried before the Mixed Commission Court, I have the 
honour to acquaint you that the “ Barracouta”’ left this for Havana on the 11th ultimo, with the two brigs in 
tow, and immediately on arrival at that port they were brought before the Mixed Court, and were liberated. 

2. I beg to inclose copies of letters from Commander Wood, of Her Majesty's ship “ Barracouta,” and 
Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty's Consul-General at Havana, reporting the circumstances. 

3. The unusual length of time that these two vessels were detained before the Vice-Admiralty Court seems 
to me to justify my bringing to your-notice whatever appears to me to have been unusual in the proceedings against 
them, more especially as it is probable heavy damages for demurrage may be sued for. 

4. In justification of the detention of these vessels by Commander Wood, I do not. hesitate to state after very 
considerable experience on the Coast of Africa, that I have no doubt whatever that they were intended for the 
Slave Trade. 

5. For their long detention before judgment was recorded, their captor was in no way responsible. The 
vessels were put into Court here on the 26th October last, and judgment was not recorded until the 3rd ultimo, 
a period of six and a-half months. 

6. The question to be decided was simply whether the vessels were, or were not, entitled to hoist the Spanish 
flag, as if they were so entitled the Court here had no jurisdiction over them. 

7. Although the Judge ultimately decided that he had no jurisdiction, I believe I am correct in stating that 
at the end of the very long period of detention of these vessels, the evidence for or against their right to the 
Spanish flag remained just where it was on the day of their arrival at this port. 

8. Had the Judge decided immediately the vessels were put into Court that he had no jurisdiction, their 
detention would have been very short, and their claim for demurrage (if any such claim should prove to be 
justly theirs) would have been a mere trifle; but, instead of doing so, he, by a judgment on the 6th January 
(copy of which is inclosed) decided to adjourn the case until he “ was satisfactorily informed of the Spanish law 
applicable to vessels sailing under such circumstances, &c.” 

9. Several subsequent adjournments took place, until, as I have had the honour to state above, judgment 
was \' .' -th recorded on the 3rd May. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH DUNLOP. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 193. 
Commander Wood to Commodore Dunlop. 


Sir, “ Barracouta,” at Jamaica, June 6, 1861. 
IN reply to your Memorandum of the 4th ultimo, directing me to report, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, further particulars relative to the disposal of the brigs “ Zola” and “ Castilia,” 
captured by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop under my command in October last, on suspicion of being engaged in the 
Slave Trade, I have the honour to inform you that I convoyed them to Havana on the 17th May, for the 
purpose of having them brought before the Mixed Commission, which Court has, I regret to say, permitted them 
both to go free. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WOOD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 193. 


Consul-General Crawford to Commodore Dunlop. 


Sir, Havana, May 27, 1861. 

THE “ Barracouta” arrived here on the 18th, with the two detained Spanish brigs. Immediately after- 
wards there occurred three holidays, but no time was lost in proceeding with these cases before the Mixed 
Court, which this day pronounced sentence of liberation in both cases, and, I regret to say, with the addition of 
“unjustifiable detention,” which will occasion heavy claims of damages against Her Majesty's Government 

I have told Commander Wood that had he sent or brought these vessels here in October last when he 
detained them, they would not have occupied the Court but a day or two, and all the damages would have been 
saved. 

Why these vessels remained so long at Jamaica seems to me inexplicable, as the Court there ought to have 
discovered immediately that it had no jurisdiction, and this will no doubt be inquired into. 

Commander Wood is not blameable in that matter, as he was away in England. It is to be regretted that 
the vessels were taken to Port Royal at all, and Commander Wood’s zeal induced him to doubt their being 
entitled to use the Spanish flag, they not being sea-going ships, but only “droghers”’ or coasters. They, however, 
had their papers clear, and in perfect order. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, 





Inclosure 4 in No. 193. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Lola.” 


THE Aet of the Imperial Parliament, 6 & 7 Wm. IV, cap. 6, was passed for carrying into effect the Treaty 
between His late Majesty and the Queen Regent of Spain, concluded on the 28th June, 1835, and ratified on 
the 27th August, 1835. by Sat f . : 

That Treaty stipulated for the establishment of a Court of Mixed Commission, in which Spain and the United 
Kingdom should be respectively represented, and which should adjudicate upon all such a of the 


Crass A. 
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two nations as might be seized by the authorized cruizers of cither upon reasonable suspicion of being engaged 
‘in the Traffic in Slaves. 

By a subsequent Act of Parliament passed in the year 1839 (as 2 & 3 Vict., cap. 73), the Commanders of Her 
Majesty the Queen of England's ships, specially commissioned for that purpose, were authorized to detain, seize, 
and capture, and to bring to adjudication in the (Vice-Admiralty) Court any vessel engaged in the Slave Trade, 
not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any State or nation. ; 

The question now arises, probably for the first time, and certainly for the first time in this Court,* what is 
tle construction to be put upon the words “ justly entitled ?” The circumstances of fact under which the question 
arises are in substance these :—On the 14th of October last the brigantine “ Zola” was descried sailing to the 
eastward, off the north coast of Cuba, and distant from the mainland about fifteen miles. She showed Spanish 
colours, and on being boarded in accordance with the terms of the Treaty with Spain, certain papers (chiefly 
seamen's licenses and passengers’ passports) were produced, which were eventually seized along with the vessel, 
and are now in the Registry of this Court. 

The only document from which it is possible to infer a national character in the ship is a license, dated on 
the 31st of July at the Havana, for Cueto, the master, to sail in the * Zola” for Matanzas and Gibaza. Don 
José Ramon Salazar is therein mentioned as owner, and the license was to be valid for that voyage only. The 
“Lola” never returned to the Havana after the 31st of July, when she sailed in pursuance and under the 
authority of the license, but, on the contrary, having first sailed to Matanzas, and thence to Gibaza, and thence 
further to Barriory (an inlet apparently not a port of either entry or clearance), she returned to Gibaza, whence 
on the 16th of September she cleared for Matanzas. 

It is to be observed that the license under which she sailed from the Havana notes that the owner had 
given security, in 8,000 dollars, that during that licensed voyage she should not, nor should her commander, 
engage in the Slave Trade. 

On the 6th of October she cleared from Matanzas (not for the Havana to the westward, but) for Gibaza to 
the east, and two of her crew disembarked at the last moment, before clearance, for what reason can only be 
conjectured. 

Here, then, was a vessel of 175%; tons, so far at least apparently adapted for the Slave Trade as that 
security should be required of her allered owner, Senor Salazar, by the licensing authorities against her entering 
upon that Traffic contrary to the stipulatious of the Treaty between Spain and England. She is found upon the 
high seas without shipping articles or log-book, and also without certificate of registry, or any other document 
other than the license above-mentioned from which her ownership could be conjectured. 

Article LV of the Treaty clearly contemplates the keeping of a log-book on board of all vessels similar to 
the * Lo/a,” inasmuch as by sub-section 3 of that Article it is provided that “if it appears from the search that 
the papers of the vessel are in regular order, and that it is employed on licit objects, the officer shall enter in the 
log book of the vessel that the search has been made in pursuance of the special orders, and the vessel siall be 
left at liberty to pursue its voyage.” 

On the part of the captors it is alleged that the build of the ship, and the extraordinary size of the hatches, 
lead to the conclusion that she was built for, or at least adapted for, the Slave ‘Trade 

The cargo consisted in past of 548 packets of staves. 1 case of medicines, 5.000 hoops, 10 seroons of jerked 
beet, 6 bags of rice, 1 corn-thrasber, 1 corn-mill, with funnel and wheel, 5 kegs of nails, and 20 bunches of thin 
iron-hoops, aud a considerable quantity of planking, the ltter not included in the only bill of lading which has been 
produced, 

That bill of lading was not delivered, together with the other papers on board the ship, and was only 
produced appended to the affidavit of the master or patron. These and other circumstances of suspicion would 
induce me to require further evidence as to the ship's not being engaged in a Slave Trade enterprize; were I 
satisfied that she is not entitled to claim the protection of the Spanish flag; but that is the preliminary question 
to be determined before I can either exercise or repudiate jurisdiction, 

Now the Slave Trade is not piracy, or any other offence, by the law of nations, nor am I aware of an 
doctrine or authority in that law which authorizes one independent State to define or limit the rules whieh 
another nation shall prescribe to its subjects for the navigation of vessels in their possession over the highway of 
all nations, or to assume a jurisdiction over such vessels, even though it be clear that they are engaged in a 
Traffic prohibited by the law of the country of which the navigators are subjects. On the contrary, any such 
doctrine seems to me to be in direct conflict with the fundamental principle that every independent State has the 
inherent sole authority of regulating the exercise by its own subjects of all right naturally common to mankind, 
and of punishing the infringment of such regulations according to its own laws or the provisions of its compacts 
with other nations. As, then, I think that the right to the protection of the Spanish flag is one dependent upon 
Spanish law only, that law must be supplied to me upon prooft as of matter of fact. 

Under these circumstances I decline to make any adjudication until I am satisfactorily informed of the 
Spanish law applicable to such a ship sailing under the circumstances above detailed, being satisfied that if this 
vessel be entitled to the protection of the Spanish flag the validity or invalidity of the capture must be determined 


by the Court of Mixed Commission at the Havana. 
(Signed) AEXANDER HESLOP, J. 
January 6, 1861. 


P.S.—If the claimants are desirous of getting possession of the vessel and cargo, and will give responsible 
security to reproduce the ship if condemned, and to pay to the captors the amount of value (to be estimated) of 
the cargo in the like case, they will be allowed to do so. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 193. 


Judgment in the case of a Brig, name unknown. 


IN this case precisely the same question of law arises as in that of the “ Lo/a,” the circumstances of fact also 
being in most respects similar. 





* The three vessels heretofore condemned under 2 & 3 Vict. carried no flags, nor was any claim put in for 
them, or any nationality asserted.—A. II. 
+ “Le Louis,” 2 Dedion, 210, 241; Story on © Conflict of Laws,” s. 637. 
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The vessel when seized was without a license, or rather had on board a license which had already expired 
prior to her leaving the Havana on the 10th October. I shall pursue the same course, therefore, in this case as in 
that of the “ Zola,” and it may be as well to intimate that, together with any certificate or statement of the Spanish 
law to be laid before me, I shall expect to see the statement of facts upon which that law is declared. Every 
facility, therefore, will be afforded both the claimants and the captors in obtaining certified copies of all the 
documentary evidence in the Registry in both cases. 


(Signed) ALEXANDER HESLOP, J. 
January 6, 1861. 





No. 194. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Fernando Po, May 24, 1861. 
IT is with deep regret that I have to report, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, the death of H. G. Foote, Esq., Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Lagos, which melancholy event took place on the 17th instant, from fever 
and dysentery. ; 
I inclose Mr. McCoskry’s (the Acting Consul) letter to me reporting the circum- 
stance, as it contains important intelligence with regard to the state of affairs 
at Abbeokuta and the country generally. I fear that the Consul’s death, happening 
at the present moment, will have an injurious effect with respect to the settlement 
of matters at Porto Novo. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 194. 


Acting Consul Mc Coskry to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, Lagos, May 20, 1861. 

IT is with deep regret I have to inform you of the death of Consul Foote; he was taken ill almost imme- 
diately after you left, and died on the 17th instant. 

I have, till such time as other arrangements are made, taken charge of the Consular duties, and I will do my 
best, so far as my ability goes, to do them well. 

I have no official news from Porto Novo, but I have good reasons to believe the King and Chiefs of that place 
have already signed the Treaty, and are ready again to open trade. 

My advices from Abbeokuta are not so good; the Alake and Chiefs had promised the late Consul Foote, on 
the occasion of his visit there, that they would allow trade to go on between their people and the merchants, and 
free communication by the river to Lagos, after the 21st of May; it now appears they will not fulfil the promise. 

The most probable reason for this conduct is, that on the strength of this promise many merchants of this 
place sent large quantities of goods to Abbeokuta, and the Alake and Chiefs think that as they have now there a 
large amount of British property, they are more likely to obtain assistance from the British Government to carry 
on the war with Ibadan. Their conduct in any way is unjustifiable, and I only await information from themselves 
as to their reasons, to point that out to them. 

It is to be regretted that it has not been more pointedly explained that the objects of the British Government 
are not to support the Egbas in every war in which they may choose to engage, but mainly to tranquillize the 
country, and protect Abbcokuta against the unprovoked attack of Dahomey. The whole conduct of the Egbas 
shows that they expect the support of the British Government in every undertaking, and if they do not get it, they 
blame the Representative here. 

Captain Jones has been to the Egba camp, and will be able to give some information as to the progress of 
their war with Ibadan, and the prospects of peace. I am now expecting either to hear from him, or see him 
personally. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Mc COSKRY. 





No. 195. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Fernando Po, May 28, 1861. 

IN reference to my letter of the 24th instant, reporting the death of Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, and inclosing a letter from Mr. McCoskry containing 
important news of Abbeokuta and the general state of the country, | have now the 
honour to annex a letter I have just received from that gentleman, conveying 
the pleasing intelligence that the King and Chiefs of Porto Novo have signed the 
Treaty, the refusal to sign which was the cause of the recent successful expedition 
against that Chief. 

I have, &c. 


Gigned) W. EDMONSTONE. 
S2 
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Inclosure in No. 195. 


Acting Consul Mc Coskry to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, Lagos, May 21, 186t. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the King and Chief of Porto Novo have signed the Treaty as 
required, and trade will be reopen’ immediately. 

The Acting Vice-Consul, Tickel, returned yesterday to Badagry with the signed Treaty, but he is prevented by 
illness from coming down here with it, and to give details from personal observations as to the state of the country, 
and the feeling of the people in reference to the bombardment brought upon them by the obstinacy of the King 
and Chiefs. 

I have no news from Abbeokuta. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. McCOSKRY. 





No. 196. 
. Commander. Douglas to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Espoir,” at Sea, Lat. 3° 27’ N., Long. 7° 23’ E., 
Sir, June 3, 1861. 

I BEG to report to you, for the information of my Lords Commisioners of the 
ra pend that I this day boarded the United States’ brigantine “ African” at 
11°50 a.m. 

2. My reasons for boarding her after showing American colours were as 
follows:—Ist. He was lying in the harbour of Fernando Po, in company with Her 
Majesty's ship under my command, for some days, and was there currently reported 
to be aslaver. 2nd. He shipped palm oil at Accra, which he again landed the 
night before he sailed without a permit from the Spanish authorities. He had, 
moreover, a large crew—at least twenty-five; many more than a vessel of this size 
would carry if engaged in legal trade. 3rd. When sighted he was standing south- 
east by south on the starboard tack, about two points free, and afterwards altered 
course to north-west close-hauled on the port tack. 

3. I steamed up alongside of him, and hailed to say I intended to send a boat 
on board, and asked him to square his headyards, which was done. On my going 
on board I requested his register, which was at first refused, but at length shown ; 
the captain at the time stating he had no right to show it. I then asked to see his 
manifest, and his list of the crew, which were both refused. 

4. In reply to questions I put, the following answers were given :— 

“ He might carry as many men in his crew as he liked.” 

“ He did not land the palm oil without a permit, but would not show it.” 

“He was going to St. Thomas, Gaboon, or any where he could fetch.” 

“He would not allow me to make any entry in his log, but would make his 
own.” 

On my second application to note my proceedings in his log-book he again 
refused, on which I called on Mr. Southwick, the officer who visited avith me, as 
well as the crew who were standing in the gangway, to note the refusal of the 
captain to my request. I then left the vessel, having been on board fifteen - 
minutes. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





No. 197. 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir, * Torch,” off the Gallinas, June 14, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that, on the 13th instant, I captured, 
with the boats of Her Majesty’s ship under my command, inside the bar of the 
Gallinas, a large slave topsail schooner, name and nationality unknown (but 
ry ee to be Spanish), master and crew now on board, but there were sixteen 
Liberians on board who had illegally taken possession of this vessel on the grounds 
of her being within the Liberian territory. 

As the vessel was inside the Gallinas bar, and a very heavy surf setting in, I 
considered it highly imprudent to attempt to bring the vessel out over the bar; I 
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accordingly set fire to her, and before we left she was completely destroyed. A 
duplicate of the survey is herewith inclosed. 

This vessel was partly fitted with a slave-deck, and in other respects fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade, and was capable of carrying from 300 to slaves, 
and had = a valuable amount of doubloons to purchase a slave cargo. 

I recei the information of this vessel from nis Excellency the Governor of 

Sierra Leone. 

Lieutenant Martin represents that the master and crew had landed on an 

island, about half-a-mile up this river, merchandize, slave-irons, and coppers, where 

it is supposed they intend to found a slave-factory. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. H. SMITH. 





Inclosure in No. 197. 
Lieutenant Martin to Commander Smith. 


Sir, “ Torch,” off Gallinas River, June 14, 1861. 

IN pursuance of an order received from you this day, we, the Undersigned, have taken a strict and careful 
a the slave topsail schooner (name unknown), and find as follows :— 

e find her to be a large topsail schooner inside the bar of the Gallinas river, with no crew, papers, or 
colours on board. In the hold were found seventeen large water-leaguers, a quantity of wooden spoons, and four 
large boilers; a quantity of mess-tins, &c.; planks for laying a slave-deck ; necessary tubs for slaves, a large 
quantity of fire-wood, rice, calavances, fish, and the usual slave provisions. ‘The hatches were large, and there 
was iron-bar for gratings on board. 

The vessel being inside the bar, and a very heavy surf setting in, and being unable to procure a pilot, we 
represented to you that there would be great danger and risk of life in attempting to bring her out, when we 
received instructions from you to destroy her, which we carried out. 

The measurement of the vessel is as follows, viz.:—From knight-head to taffrail, 95 feet 11 inches ; breadth 
of beam taken over upper-deck abreast of foremast, 26 feet 2 inches ; depth of hold, taken from main-hatchway, 
9 feet 10 inches. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. MARTIN. 





No. 198. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Arrogant,” at St. Thomas, June 10, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that, while at anchor off St. Thomas’ yesterday, in Her Majesty’s 
ship under my command, a vessel hove in sight to the westward of the island. 

As it was nearly a calm, I dispatched the barge and two cutters to board her, 
for the purpose of ascertaining her nationality, when she proved to be the brigan.- 
tine “ African,” of New York, under American colours, and is the one mentioned 
in their Lordships’ letter of the 19th cf January last. She was in company with the 
“ Arrogant” at Fernando Po on the 22nd ultimo. 

From the nature of her cargo (rum, sugar, and cigars), and suspicious move- 
ments, I have little doubt but that she is on the coast for the purpose of shipping 
slaves. 

The captain at first refused to show his register, but after some little delay 
did so; and on the boarding officers leaving, had no complaint to make. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 
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No. 199. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, July 4, 1861. 

I AM happy to say that the squadron have recently been successful in making 
captures. The “Falcon,” on the 19th of May last, fell in with, in latitude 3° 55’ 
south, longitude 14° 41’ west, and captured, the brig “ Flight,” of Boston, under 
no colours, having on board 539 slaves. 

The “ Wrangler,” on the 23rd of the same month, took the “ Ardennes,” 
mentioned on the Suspected List, with 493 slaves ; and | have also received intelli- 
gence that the “ Prometheus ” had captured and destroyed a Spanish slaver (empty) 
called the “ Jacinta,’ but have no particulars as to date, &c. 

The vessel captured by the “ Torch” (No. 3) up the Pongas has already been 
brought to your notice. 

The following vessels have been captured by the American squadron : 
* Nightingale,” off Loango, by the “ Saratoga,” with 960 slaves on board ; and the 
“ Triton,” by the “ Constellation,” empty. 

It is with regret that I have to report that the squadron has been generally 
unhealthy, in consequence of an extremely early rainy season; but at present | 
believe they are not more than usually sickly. 

Her Majesty’s ship under my command has suffered rather severely, which | 
attribute chiefly to the river operations in which the men have been engaged. 
About ten days after our return from Porto Novo, several fever cases appeared on 
board, when I put to sea, and cruized over 100 miles off the land; but still the 
disease gained ground, proving fatal in several cases. Immediately on my arrival 
at this island I sent all the men (who were by that time convaiescent) to hospital, 
and am happy to say they have nearly recovered, and will shortly be able to rejoin 
the ship. 





No. 200. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at St. Thomas, June 10, 1861. 

IN reference to your letter of the 22nd March last, addressed to Admiral 
Sir Baldwin Walker, Bart., or the senior officer at Sierra Leone, the duplicate 
of which I received at Lagos on the 22nd April, respecting the existence of 
a dispute between the Chiefs of Creek Town and Duke ‘Town relative to the 
comey to be paid to them by the supercargoes trading in the Old Calabar 
river, and inclosing a copy of the instructions that have been issued by Lord 
John lussell to Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Fernando Po on the subject ; 
| have the honour to report, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that, on my arrival at Fernando Po, finding there was no British 
Consul or authorized Consular Agent (Mr. Laughland having gone to [ngland), 
and thinking it of the utmost consequence that this really important dispute should 
be at once settled, rather than await the arrival of a Consul, which might not be 
for some months, | took upon myself the responsibility of acting in the matter, and 
dispatched the “ Alecto,” with full instructions, to the Old Calabar for the purpose 
of adjusting their differences; and am happy to say Commander Raby, with his 
usual good judgment and sense, has fully succeeded in placing the dispute, which 
has been so ini pending, of the duties to be paid by the supercargoes trading: in 
that river, on a satisfactory footing, as will be seen by referring to Inclosures 
Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 

{ had less hesitation in incurring such responsibility, being in possession of the 
views entertained on the subject by Lord John Russell, as expressed in his letter of 
the 28th March last, No. 7, to Mr. Laughland, and also as I well knew that delays 
in matters of this nature are dangerous to the peace of the river, and consequenily 
would be injurious to trade and British interests. 

The death of King Eyo Honesty III, of Creek Town, on the 12th of May last, 
no doubt greatly facilitated Commander Raby’s execution of my instructions, and 
which, I am happy to say, he carried out with such tact and courtesy as to reccive 
from the supercargoes and missionaries very flattering testimonials, copics of which 
I have phe pleasure in appending to this despatch (Inclosures Nos. 4 and 5), 
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Before concluding, I respectfully take the opportunity of alluding to the want 
of a suitable person as Consul for Fernando Po and the Bight of Biafra, and which 
has now so long existed. 

The traders in the different rivers, although bearing no personal aversion to 
the present Acting Consul, I feel positive do not look up to or have so great a 
confidence in him as Her Majesty’s Representative ought to and would command if 
he were not connected with trade. 

Trusting that these proceedings will meet with their Lordships’ approval, I 
have, &e. 


(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure ] in No. 200. 
Commander Raby to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Alecto,” Fernando Po, June 3, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report my proceedings to you since the 28th ultimo, when I left Fernando Po and 
proceeded to Old Calabar river, where I arrived on the following morning at 11 a.m., and convened a meeting of 
the supercargoes for the following day. 

Having succeeded in getting them unanimous on the disputed comey question, [ called a general meeting of 
merchants, missionaries, and native traders for the following day, when, after a rather stormy discussion, | 
succeeded in getting a Supplementary Article to the old Agreement signed, which, | believe, will place all matters 
connected with trade in that river on a satisfactory basis. 

To prove to you, Sir, that I have good grounds for so stating, I beg to inclo:e copies of the Agreements 
signed, and also to venture to inclose copies of two letters I received previous to leaving the river, which letters 
show the feeling of the traders and missionaries connected with the river. 

Having concluded this business satisfactorily, Saturday, the 1st instant, I devoted to paying the necessary 
complimentary visits. 

1 was unable to settle anything, I regret to say, with regard to the future Headman of Creek Town, as 
according to the native custom he cannot be elected under a period of seven or eight months. 1, however, told 
the principal men that the English Consul and the Representatives of the English Government would look to the 
members of the family of the late King Eyo to preserve the law in its integrity. ‘ 

Having so far carried out your orders, | left Old Calabar river at daylight on the morning of the 2nd instant, 
arriving at my present anchorage the same evening. As soon as I have completed coaling, I shall at once proceed 
in the execution of your further orders. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY RABY 





Inclosure 2 in No. 200. 
Agreement. 


AT a meeting of the British supercargoes belonging to the vessels lying off Duke Town, (id Calabar river, 
held on board Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Alecto,” Henry J. Raby, Esq., Commander and Scvaior Officer of the 
Bights Division, it was jointly and individually agreed by the undersigned supercargoes, that in lieu of Article IL 
of an Agreement concluded betweer the British supercargoes and native traders on the 19th September, 1856, in 
the presence and with the sanction of Thomas J. Hutchinson, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for the Bight 
of Biafra, that all future comeys be paid to the recognized authorities of Creek Town and King Archibong II, of 
Duke Town, a half to each, at the rate of 20 coppers the registered ton; and the undersigned supercargoes bind 
themselves, severally and collectively, not to trade on any other terms, or to pay a higher rate of comey, this 
alteration being made in accordance with a request made by King Archibong, that in consequence of the altered 
state of the trade, he should receive half of the comev instead of one-third; and also that it is the opinion of Her 
Majesty's Government, as stated in the despatch of Lord J. Russell of the 20th March, 1861, that King 
Archibong’s request is only fair. 

Dated on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” off Duke Town, Old Calabar river, the 30th day of May, 


1861. 

(Signed) WM. HEARN, ship “ Tapley” 
SAML. CHEEFHAM, hulk “ Elizabeth.” 
WM. DONALDSON, ship “ Parramatta.” 
WM. ROY, hulk “ Araminta.” 
IRVINE & INGLIS, Merchants. 
NATH. LYONS, brig “ Olinda.” 
RD. McGOWAN, barque “ Mosquito.” 
J. PRINCE, barque “ Endraght.’ 





Inclosure 3 in No. 200. 


_ AT a meeting of the British supercargoes and Native traders resident at Old Calabar, held on board Her 
Majesty's ship “ Alecto,” it was unanimously agreed to between the parties hereunto subscribing, and sanctioned 
by Commander H. Raby, Senior Officer of the Bights Division, that a Supplementary Agreement be substituted 
for Article 11 of the Agreement of the 19th September, 1856. 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 137 


Supplemental Agreement. 


That all future comey be paid to the recognized authorities of Creek Town, and King Archibong II, of Duke 
Town, in the proportion of one-half to each, and that, the rate of comey be twenty coppers per registered ton, and 
if at any time the supercargo of a ship after having paid or tendered the usual comey for the privilege of trading 
can prove that the trade of his ship has been stopped either directly or indirectly upon any pretext whatever 
(although no compulsory trust is to be allowed), the Kings are to be held responsible for such stoppage, and must 

y one puncheon of saleable palm oil per day for each 100 tons register for the said ship, as compensation for the 
acd incurred ; the said oil to be paid within seven days after such stoppage shall have been made, and to continue 
to be paid as long as the trade of any such ship shall be stopped. 

Dated on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” off Duke Town, Old Calabar river, the 31st day of May, 


186). z 
(Signed) HENRY RABY, Commander. 
WM. HEARN, « Tapley.” 
SAML. CHEETHAM, “ Elizabeth.” 
WM. DONALDSON, “ Parramatta.” 
WM. ROY, “ Araminta.” 
IRVINE & INGLIS, Merchants. 
NATH, LYONS, “ Olinda.” 
R. McGOWAN, “ Mosquito.” 
J. PRINCE, “ Endraght.” 
KING ARCHIBONG UI, of Duke Town, his * mark. 
TOM EYO, Esgq., of Creek Town, his }< mark. 
WM. YOUNG KING, Cameroons, Creek Town, his > mark. 
ADAM ARCHIBONG, Duke Town, his * mark. 
EMA COBHAM, Creek Town, his 4 mark. 
EPHRAIM DRAKE, Duke Town, his * mark. 
DRITER EYO, Creek Town, his * mark. 
EGBO YOUNG OKE, Creek Town, his * mark. 
BLACK DAVIS, Duke Town, % his mark. 
HOGAN BASSES, Creek Town, his * inark. 
BASSY HENSHAW, Duke Town, his 4 mark. 
YELLOW DUKE, Duke Town, his “ mark. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed) Tuos. M. Kevsatr, Lieutenant. 
Wa. Anverson, Missionary, Duke Town. 
H. G. Kircuen, Assistant Paymaster in charge of H.M.S. “ Alecto.” 





Inclosure 4 in No. 200. 
The British Supercargoes in the Old Calabar River to Commander Raby. 


Sir, ’ Old Calabar River, May 31, 1861. 
WE, the undersigned supercargoes of this river, cannot permit you to leave without expressing our thanks 
for the service you have rendered us in finally settling the long-disputed comey question. 
The firm yet courteous manner in which you treated the natives cannot fail to command respect, whilst 
the great tact you have shown in the whole conduct of the affair has elic ted our warmest admiration. 
Should we at any future time require the intervention of any of Her Majesty's vessels, we shall consider 
ourselves most fortunate if we can again obtain your presence amongst us. 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) WM. HEARN, “ Tapley.” 
JAMES CHEETHAM, “ Elizabeth.” 
WM. DONALDSON, ship “ Parramatta.” 
IRVINE & INGLIS, Merchants. 
WM. ROY, “ Araminta.” 
NATH. LYONS, brig “ Olinda.” 
ROBT. McGOWAN, * Mosquito.” 
J. PRINCE, “ Endraght.” 





Inclosure 5 in No. 200. 
The Rev. Messrs. Anderson and Heman to Commander Raby. 


Sir, Duke Town Mission House, Old Calabar, June \, 1861. 
WE, the undersigned Missionary Agents of the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland, cannot allow you 
to leave the Old Calabar river without doing ourselves the pleasures of expressing to you our highest gratification 
at the manner in which you have transacted the important business for which you were sent hither. We have no 
connection with trade matters further than these have a bearing on the peace and prosperity of the country, but 
we rejoice in the assurance that the result of your able negotiations with the authorities of Duke Town and Creek 
Town will be beneficial to the whole country, inasmuch as you have by equitable <djustment removed what 
has long been a bone of contention between the two chief towns, and what has frequently threatened serious 
uences. 
= e feel specially obliged by the noble testimony which you gave yesterday, in presence of all the Native Chiefs, 
in reference to the horrid em of killing innocent parties as substitutes for the guilty. 
That every blessing, both temporal and spiritual, may be in abundance yours, is the prayer of, 
(Signed) WM. ANDERSON, Missionary. 
ARCHD. HEMAN. 


P.S.—We feel assured that in the foregoing letter we have expressed the opinion of all our brethren in the 
Mission. Want of opportunity alone prevents it being subscribed by them all. 


Crass A. , T 
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No. 201. 
Rear-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


., , “ Nile,” at Halifax, July 18, 1861. 

COMMODORE DUNLOP having very properly forwarded direct to their 
Lordships a copy of his letter to me of the 7th June last, and its several inclosures 
relative to the two Spanish brigs detained in October last by Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Barracouta,” on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and which 
have been liberated by the Mixed Commission Court at Havana, it only remains for 
me to refer their Lordships to my letters Nos. 71 and 229 of 1861 on the subject, and 
to remind them, as will be seen from Ietter No. 71, that Commander Wood detained 
the “ Lola” because she had neither log-book, manifest, nor papers, and was fitted 
with a very large hatchway, had on board an immense quantity of planks, staves, 
hoops and heads for water-casks, mats, jerked beef and rice; and the other Spanish 
vessel because she was without name, papers, or log-book, and fitted for the 
immediate reception of a slave-deck, her hatchway being also enormous. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 


Sir 





No. 202. 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, * Torch,” Sierra Leone, July 13, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that on the 3rd instant I captured at 
anchor, in latitude 10° 29’ 40” north, longitude 14° 54’ 30” west, about. thirteen miles 
off the River Nunez, a slave topsail schooner with a crew of eleven men and four 
passengers, name supposed to be the ** Diana.” 

This vessel at first hoisted Spanish colours, but afterwards the master admitted 
he was not entitled to the protection of the Spanish flag or that of any other 
nation. 

This vessel was partially fitted for the Slave Trade, and intended to have 
shipped the slaves from the Rio Nunez, and was capable of carrying about 300 
slaves, ? 

The information of this vessel was given to me by the Governor of Sierra 
Leone, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) T. H. SMITH. 





No. 203. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Espoir,” Little Popoe, July 2, 1861. 

RUNNING through the anchorage of Little Popoe this evening after dusk, I 
found two vessels at anchor; on boarding one of them proved to be the United 
States’ brig ‘‘ African” of New York. 

I asked to see his colours and register; after some remarks as to my having 
seen them before, they were produced. 

In answer to other questions the master stated that he was taking in palm oil, 
as he had not been able to do anything at St Thomas. The Spaniards I saw 
on board were two friends of his; he had given them a passage to Fernando Po, but 
being unable to get employment. he intended to give them a passage back; one 
was a baker, and the other a carpenter. He had been at anchor five days. From 
information received, I believe he was taking in water and not oil; that the 
passengers were part of the Spanish crew; he was trading with the Portuguese 
house of Pedro Pinto and Co. 

I have not the slightest doubt but what this vessel intends to ship slaves. most 
likely from some part of the Bights; till then, owing to the protection offered by the 
flag, his is perfectly safe from capture. 

On my leaving the vessel the master did not wish any notification to be made 
in his log-book of my visit. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 
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No. 204. 
Commander Bedingfeld to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Prometheus,” Cabenda Bay, May 28, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that having received information that a 
Spanish schooner was at anchor off Londano equipped for the Slave Trade, but had 
been prevented shipping in consequence of having sprung a leak, I steamed in at 
daylight of the 27th and found at anchor there the topsail schooner “ Jacinta.” of 
about 193 tons. Her master had gone up to Punta da Lenha to arrange about 
getting his vessel repaired, and the crew, provisions, and sails had been landed, her 
topmast and yards got on deck. She had no papers or flag. Twelve large leaguers 
of water were on board, slave-coppers, grated hatchways, mess-tubs, buckets, and 
spoons used by slaves, and her slave-deck partly fitted. 

A Sefior Rodriguez (Spaniard), cwner of a factory on shore, came on board 
and informed me she had been left in his charge by the Spanish captain, and that 
she had no papers of any kind, and he admitted that she came out for a cargo of 
slaves. I ascertained from a seaman left on board that the schooner’s name was 
« Jacinta,” that she belonged to Barcelona, and had cleared for her present. trip 
from Gibraltar. 

Having taken possession of her, [ caused a careful survey to be taken of her 
state by the first lieutenant, boatswain, and carpenter, who declared in their report 
she was quite unseaworthy. I therefore had her carefully measured by the same 
officers, and having taken out some of her spars for the use of Her Majesty’s ship 
under my command, I towed her out to sea some distance from the land and destroyed 
her by fire. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD. 








No. 205. 
Rear-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Nile,” at Halifax, August 7, 1861. 
REFERRING to my letter of the 24th April last, and to previous corre- 
spondence relative to the Bahama Islands, | have now the honour to transmit 
for their Lordships’ information a copy of a letter dated the 10th ultimo from 
Commander Wood, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Barracouta,”’ reporting his proceedings 
in connection with a recent visit he paid to those islands in June last. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 205. 


Commander Wood to Commodore Dunlop. 
Sir, “ Barracouta,” Havana, July 10, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report the arrival of Her Majesty's ship “ Barracouta” at this port on the 8th 
instant, having visited all the different places shown on the other side hereof, according to your instructions of 
June 13th. 

I found the whole of the Cays of the Bahamas to be in a perfectly quiet state, and those inhabitants with 
whom I had any intercourse were all well conducted, and had no complaint of any sort to make, either as to the 
encroachment of foreign vessels for guano, or for the forcible abduction of the people ; and although it was true 
that avery suspicions vessel (since found out to have been the “ William,” and now a prize to the Haytian Govern- 
ment) had anchored at the Great Tuagua for water, she certainly never attempted to take away any of the people by 
force, but having been obliged to slip suddenly on account of bad weather, three white men were unavoidably 
taken to sea for a day or two, but she returned with them again so soon as the wind changed. Hence the false 
report concerning the abduction of the negroes there. 

The only other instance is the fact of a certain American vessel having actually kidnapped three or four 
negroes from off the Great Bahama Island some time since, but this case is at present under the serious considera- 
tion of the American Government. 

After conferring with the Governor of Nassau, and remaining there three days, for the purpose of giving 
leave to the ship’s company, I proceeded to the Great Bahama Island, and from thence to Anguilla, in order to 
ascertain, if possible, from ocular demonstration whether these slaves (vide inclosed Reports) had actually been 
landed there. 

The date of this proceeding, as given by the master of the “ Azorian,” was exactly fourteen days after I had 
visited and stood within the barracoon myself, at which time I feel firmly convinced (as previously reported) that 

‘4 
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it had not been used for many months. Upon my arrival at Anguilla I found that the “ Azorian” had returned 
there, and was employed in catching turtle. I sent at once for the master, and with him visited the shore: every- 
thing was there according to his written deposition—the wreck burnt to the water's edge, immense quantities of 
plank, spars, tubs, casks, &c., strewed all over the beach, and the barracoon itself showing evident symptoms of 
having been lately repaired and inhabited, as plenty of large fresh-water casks, cooking-tins half full of food, 
spoons, iness-kids, empty barrels, and cases of all sorts, were lying about. 

There cannot be a doubt that this man’s statement is correct ; the 600 slaves, he says, were mostly composed 
of young boys and girls, with very few grown-up ye and all remarkably healthy. ‘The corpse of one negress 
was found by him on the weather side of the island, the side from whence they embarked ; hence he concludes she 
must have been drowned. I have since discovered that the slaver was an American brig called the “ Storm 
King.” 

s arrived at Havana on the 8th instant, and was there informed by Her Majesty’s Consul-General of your 
expected arrival, but judging that it might be some time before you could be here, and taking into consideration 
the present sickly state of the place, I have thought it best to proceed in the execution of my orders, especially as 
the telegraph can reach the south side of Cuba. It is, therefore, my intention to leave to-morrow morning for the 
Isle of Pines, where I shall despatch a couple of boats to examine the land and cays around. I shall then go to 
Cienfuegos, St. Jago de Cuba, and Guantanamo, keeping close in-shore, and expect to reach Port Royal about the 
2nd or 3rd of next month. 

I annex a list of the probable dates of arrival and departure. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. WOOD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 205. 


List of Places Visited by Her Majesty's ship “ Barracouta,” between the 14th June and 10th July, 1861. 


Port-au-Prince. 
Inagua.—Orderly and contented ; anchored and communicated ; no complaints. 
Hogsty Reef.—Uninhabited; sighted. 
Mariguana.—Quiet and contented ; anchored and communicated ; no complaints; very few people 
Plana Cays.—Uninhabited ; anchored. 
Crooked Island. —Quiet and contented; anchored and communicated ; no complaints. 
Long Island.—Quiet and contented ; hove-to and communicated ; no complaints. 
Rum Cay.—Quiet and contented; anchored and communicated ; no complaints. 
Conception.— Uninhabited ; skirted the west side. 
San Salvador.—Quiet and contented ; anchored and communicated ; no complaints. 
Watling Island.—Quiet and contented ; hove-to and communicated ; no complaints. 
Abaco,--Quiet and contented ; anchored and communicated ; no complaints. 
Nassau, 
Great Bahama Island.—Too much surf to land; hove-to and communicated with a small schooner. 
Anguilla. 
Havana. 
(Signed) W. WOOD, Commander. 





No. 206. 


Commander Bedingfeld to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, ‘« Prometheus,” Lagos, August 8, 1861 
ON coming into the river on the 27th ultimo, in compliance with a requisition 
from the Acting Consul, I found that despatches had arrived from England, inform- 
ing him that Her Majesty’s Government had decided upon permanently occupying 
Lagos. I accordingly took measures with Mr. Mc Caskey to induce the King to 
sign a Treaty of Cession; and I am happy to be able to inform you, for the 
information of their Lordships, that after considerable trouble, in consequence 
of reports that were spread about in the town by some of the Chiefs who were 
much opposed to the cession, as they will thereby lose considerably in the way of 
bribes, &c., the Treaty was concluded on the 6th instant, the King and Chiefs, and 
most of the foreign merchants, being present at the ceremony of taking possession, 
with an immense concourse of people. 

1 erected a flag-staff in a convenient position, on which to hoist the flag, which 
was saluted with twenty-one guns, the ships having been all dressed for the 
occasion. ‘Che National Anthem was most creditably sung by about 300 native 
children belonging to the schools, headed by the Rev. — Maser, Rev. — Mc Canhy, 
and Mr. Sharpe, the Wesleyan missionary. 

After the ceremony a dinner, to which all the Europeans, the ex-King, and 
some of the natives, were invited, was provided on board Her Majesty's ship 
‘ Prometheus.” 

All the foreign merchants, have expressed to Mr. McCoskry and myself their 
unqualified satisfaction at this measure of Her Majesty’s Government. The excite- 
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ment is gradually subsiding, but I think it will not be advisable I should leave the 
river until the troops expected from Sierra Leone arrive. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD. 
No. 207. 


Commander Raby to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, : “ Alecto,”’ St. Paul de Loanda, July 13. 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report the capture of a brigantine, without colours or 
papers, name and nation unknown, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, in 
latitude 8° 40’ south, and longitude 13° 11’ east, on the 11th instant. 

I am happy to say that I was enabled to capture this vessel through informa- 
tion given me by Captain Alfred Taylor, of the United States’ ship “Saratoga.” 
1 sent her to St. Helena under the charge of Lieutenant S. E. Stokes, for adjudica- 
tion, on the following day. 

I beg herewith to inclose the prize list. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY. 


No. 208. 
Commander Wratislaw to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Ranger,” Little Popoe, July 7, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to report that I this day, accompanied by Mr. Cheyney, 
Assistant Paymaster, boarded the American brigantine ‘‘ African,” mentioned on 
the list of vessels suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade, at anchor off 
this place. 

I examined the register of this vessel, and found it correct. The master had 
no complaint to make, nor did he wish any entry of the proceedings to be made in 
his log. 

I have, &e. 
(Signes) H. R. WRATISLAW. 





No. 209. 
Commander Wratislaw to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Ranger,” at Sea, Lat 6° 1’ N., Long. 2° 4’ E., 
Sir, July 15, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I caused the * African” brigantine, under 
American colours, to be boarded on the afternoon of the 14th by Lieutenant Dale, 
standing off the land, having two days previously received information that she 
was to have shipped 200 negroes between Little Popoe and Porto Seguro. No 
complaint was made of the visit. 

I beg to inclose a copy of the boarding officers’ report. 

; I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. R. WRATISLAW. 





Inclosure in No. 209. 
Messrs. Dale and Cheyney to Commander Wratislaw. 


Sir, , “ Ranger,” at Sea, Lat. 5° 45' N., Long. 1° 44! B., July 14, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to report that, in obedience to your order, I this day, accompanied by Mr. G. I. 
Cheyney, Assistant Paymaster, boarded the American brigantine “ African,” of New York. — ee 
I examined the register of the vessel, which was apparently correct, and made a notation of my visit in the 
ship's log. 
. The master informed me that on the same afternoon he had parted with both cables whilst at anchor off 
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Aghwey, and was standing off and on till the weather moderated sufficiently to enable him to recover them. He 
also stated that he had no complaint to make. 
I have, &c. 
Witness : (Signed) A. J. DALE, Lieutenant. 
(Signed) G. J. J. Cueyney, Assistant Paymaster. 





No. 210. 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir, “ Torch,” July 24, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to report to you IT boarded last evening the French brig 
“ Bertha” of Bordeaux. 

This vessel did not show any flag until we were alongside, although I had 
previously fired three blank guns to enforce colours. I therefore directed her to 
heave-to, and I sent two officers to examine her papers, and ascertain her nation- 
ality. No complaint was made by the master of the vessel, and the boarding officers 
quitted her without delay. 


1 have, &e. 
(Signed) T. H. SMITH. 





No. 211. 
Commander, Stirling to Commander Crawford. 


Sir, “ Wasp,” Mauritius, June 26, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 12th February, whilst at 
anchor off Cungo Island, | sent the pinnace, in charge of Lieutenant Gambier, to 
examine a felucca which [ observed standing in towarks Mayemba, 

On the following morning Lieutenant Gambier returned to the ship, bringing 
with him the felueea, which he informed me had slaves on board, and sailed under 
Portuguese colours. 

On personal inspection, | discovered that the vessel contained !4 domestic 
slaves, besides a large quantity of matting. Thus, in two particulars, the existing 
Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal had been infringed, and T had no 
hesitation in detaining her as a lawful capture. 

On the 12th March, however, the “ Wasp” being about to proceed to Johanna, 
and a survey which was held on her hull having reported her as unfit to undertake 
a voyage without an escort, I judged it to be but consistent with the principles of 
humanity to release the prize (as she was unseaworthy), rather than expose her 
crew and slaves to any risk in Her Majesty’s ship “ Wasp” at sea, 

I have, therefore, to report to you that on the last-mentioned date I gave the 
master of the “Theresa” and all his crew and slaves the option of departing in 
their vessel, an offer which they all, without exception, availed themselves of. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) CHARLES STIRLING. 
ns 
No. 212. 


Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Narcissus,” Simon's Bay, August 20, 1861. 

REFERRING to your letter of the 29th June last, respecting the circumstances 
attending the visiting of the barque “ Marie,” of Ajaccio, under French colours, 
by an officer from my flag-ship in March last, I beg you will acquaint their Lordships 
that | much regret the causes for visiting this vessel were omitted in the report : 
they are as follows, viz.:— 

A barque with French colours was observed, nearly becalmed, with her head 
towards the coast of Africa, to all appearance, both in hull and rig, an American, 
with double topsails on the fore and mainmasts. I therefore suspected that she had 
fraudulently assumed the French flag, and deemed it right to send an officer to verify 
her nationality. On his going alongside a person in the uniform of a French officer, 
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and who spoke English, handed to the Lieutenant of the “Narcissus ” a document 
signed by the French Minister of Marine, authorizing him to embark emigrants in 
the River Congo in that vessel. After the production of such a paper, I did not 
feel justified in going beyond sending a boat alongside, although I strongly suspected 
it to be a counterfeit document, under the cloak of which I fear many slave-vessels 
will escape capture. 1 would further beg to observe that the vessel was not for a 
moment detained, she being nearly becalmed at the time, and the “ Narcissus” was 
under steam. On our parting company she dipped her ensign five or six times. 
1 have, &e. 
(Signed) B. WALKER. 





No. 218. 
Commander Wratislaw to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir, * Ranger,” Whydah, April 7, 1861. 
IN compliance with the Slave Trade Instructions, Article XVHI, page 3, I 
have the honour to report that I boarded the American barque “Homer ” off this 
port on the 16th November last, and also in compliance with Article XII, section 5, 
my reasons for boarding the above vessel were, first, my inability to ascertain her 
name from other vesse!s there; secondly, having been altogether carried on under 
the American flag, I considered her being off such a great slave-place as Whydah 
suspicious; and, thirdly, by not having seen her on the coast before. 
Her register I found correct. The Captain had no complaint to make, and did 
not require any entry in his log. 
IT have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY R. WRATISLAW. 





No. 214. 
Lieutencnt-Colonel Righy to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, Zanzibar, April 9, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of your Excellency, that 
Her Majesty’s steam-ship ‘Lyra,’ Commander Oldfield, R.N., commanding, arrived 
at this port on the 20th ultimo, and in consequence of the gross outrages committed 
here by Arabs of the piratical tribes of the Persian Gulf, and the lives and property 
of the foreign residents here being completely at their mercy, at my request Com- 
mander Oldfield consented to remain here for the protection of the British and 
foreign subjects until the piratical Arabs have taken their departure. 

During the north-east monsoon which prevails here in the months of January, 
February, and March, several thousands of the Arabs from the pirate coast of the 
Persian Gulf come to Zanzibar and the ports of the East Coast of Africa, solely 
for the purpose of kidnapping and otherwise procuring slaves and children, which 
they carry to the coasts of Arabia and Persia for sale. 

These pirates are the terror of these coasts, they plunder, kidnap, and commit. 
piracies and murders with impunity; the soldiers of the Sultan of Zanzibar are 
afraid to interfere with them. 

This year their number has been much larger and their outrages much bolder 
than any previous season. The Sultan of Zanzibar purchases their forbearance by 
the payment of large sums of ready money, which they invest in the purchase of 
slaves. At the commencement of this season they attacked the guard at the 
Zanzibar Custom-house, and wounded four servants of the American Consulate ; 
they then locked the Consul in his house and blockaded it the whole day: others 
went about the town brandishing drawn swords, and calling out that they would 
have the blood of a white man. Each night they embarked many slaves with 
impunity, frequently one dhow taking from 100 to 150. Uniil the arrival of fer 
Majesty’s sloop “Lyra,” the town was completely at the mercy of these savages, 
and even the Sultan discontinued holding his daily durbar, and confined himsel!’ to 
the upper story of his palace to avoid their insolent and importunate demands upon 
him. 
’ The energetic measures of Commander Oldfield to check their Traffic in Slaves, 
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and the capture by him of many of their dhows found engaged in it, have completely 
broken the spirit of these pirates, and they have been allowed three days to embark 
and return to their own country, on the condition that they take no slaves, and that 
after quitting the harbour they submit to the search of the man-of-war’s boats. 

This Traffic in Slaves between the Zanzibar dominions and the coast of Persia 
and Arabia, although carried on to such an extent in open violation of Treaties, has 
never before been interfered with by any British ship of war, and it has in consequence 
gone on increasing each year with absolute impunity ; all the chief Arabs here, and 
even the nearest relatives of the Sultan, are engaged in it. Ifthe severe check 
given to it by Commander Oldfield be followed up in future years by the presence 
of a British cruizer during the months of January, February, and March, I 
trust this scandalous traffic may soon be entirely stopped, and the Arabs of the 
Zanzibar State be made to respect the Treaties which exist for its abolition. 

The Treaty agreed to by Her Majesty and his Highness the late Imaum, dated 
2nd October, 1845, for the abolition of this northern Slave Trade, has been absolutely 
null and void from the day it was signed, so far as regards the Government of 
Zanzibar, owing to the want of a British ship of war here to enforce respect for its 
provisions, 

The exertions of Commander Oldfield to check a traffic of such magnitude, and 
one which is aided and abetted by every Arab here, have been most arduous. This 
is the most unhealthy season of the year here, with the rain falling in torrents every 
night, and a stifling close atmosphere during the day; nevertheless the boats of 
Her Majesty's ship * Lyra” have been away night and day, and have been engaged 
with almost overwhelming numbers of these piratical Arabs, and have inspired 
them with such fear that it has almost entirely checked the export of slaves for the 
remainder of this season, During the time Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra” has been 
employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade on the Kast Coast of Africa the 
exertions of Commander Oldfield have been so energetic and so successful that his 
vessel has been the terror of all the traffickers in slaves on the East Coast ; so much 
so is this the case that the ‘* Lyra” is spoken of everywhere along the coast as 
“El Sheetan” (“the Devil”). The exertions of Commander Oldfield when at this port 
during last year entirely put a stop to the scandalous Traflic in Slaves whieh had 
for years been carried on in the Zanzibar dominions by agents under French 
protection, with the full knowledge and connivance of French Consular officers. 
The French and Spanish slave-agents absconded, and noattempt has yet been made 
to renew their nefarious Traflic. 

The Slave Trade has been carried on at the Portuguese port of [bo in a most 
disgraceful manner, the Government and all the officials of the place openly assisting 
it and dividing their vile gains; but so great a check was given to the foreign Slave 
Traffic on this coast by the increasing exertions of Commander Oldfield and his 
officers, that the Spanish slaver “ Formosa Estrella,” after being four and a half months 
on the coast, finding impossible to procure a cargo, permitted herself to be quietly 
captured by a vessel belonging to the Sultan of Zanzibar. On the arrival of 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra” at this port, the French Consul being at the time aware 
that the “ Formosa Estrella” was at anchor in a bay on the east side of this island, 
about toship a cargo of slaves purchased for her by a French agent, went out in the 
French steam-corvette ‘* La Somme,” and warned her of the arrival of a British 
eruizer, and by this infamous conduct enabled the slaver to avoid capture by 
Mer Majesty's ship “ Lyra.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. RIGBY. 





No. 215. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Narcissus,’ Simon's Bay, September 20, 1861. 
SUBMITTED for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
observing that this is an instance of the fraudulent use of the American flag, but 
as Commander Heneage’s strong measures towards the flag cannot be justified, | 
have approved of his being cautioned by Commodore Edmonstone. 
(Signed) B. WALKER. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 215, 
Commander Heneage to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Falcon,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 9' S., Long. 15° 32’ W., May 20, 186). 

I HAVE the honour to report the capture, by Her Majesty's ship under my command, of the slave-brig 
“ Flight,” of Boston, with 539 slaves on bvard, in latitude 3° 35’ south, longitude 14° 41! west, on the afternoon 
of yesterday, the 19th instant, under the following circumstances :— 

At 1°50 p.m. a sail was reported to the north-east, which proved to be a brig, running to the westward, with 
port studding-sails set. I tacked in chase, and at 2°45 the stranger hoisted American colours. At 410 a blank 
gun was fired, but to that and to a second challenge the brig paid no attention, continuing her course across our 
bows. The “ Falcon” being then under steam, at 5°20 I closed the stranger within hailing distance; and stating 
my wish to board, directed her to heave-to. I was answered by an American, the master, who, denying my right 
to board him, declared he would not stop for any British man-of-war. 

Considering the circumstances very suspicious, [ felt justified in enforcing the order to heave-to; and after 
warning the master as to the consequence of his refusal to comply with my wishes, three shots were fired, taking 
effect on the sails and rigging, upon which everything was let fly on board the brig, and she surrendered. 

I then, at 6°30 p.m., sent Lieutenant Mallet and Mr. Hunt, Master, to board her, and she proved to be the 
“ Flight,” of Boston (but without papers of any description to show her nationality), having on board 539 slaves, 
a mixed crew of fourteen men, and five passengers. I have this morning dispatched her to Sierra Leone in charge 
of Lieutenant Broughton and Mr. Garrad, Master's Assistant, with Mr. Roche, Assistant Surgeon, in medical 
charge of the slaves, who were all in a healthy condition, as will appear by the Report herewith inclosed. 

From information | have been enabled to procure, the “ Flight” was fitted out last year by a Company in 
Havana, and proceeded thence to Machias, in the State of Maine, where she shipped her crew, and cleared out for 
the Island of St. Thomas, West Indies. She appears to have left Machias on the 13th of December last, but 
proceeded to St. Thomas in the Bights, arriving on the 4th of February. On the 7th or 8th she left for the 
Congo, entering that river about the 24th, and leaving, with 550 slaves on board, on the 9th instant, bound to Cuba, 

The master and supercargo are stated to have been many years engaged in the Slave Trade. The latter, it is 
also acknowledged, has been unsuccessful in his ventures for the last five consecutive trips. No information had 
been received leading to the capture of this vessel, and her name does not appear on the list of suspected slavers. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) A. HENEAGE. 


“ Arrogant,” Ascension, June 27, 1861. 
In forwarding this letter for your information, although I am rejoiced at the “ Falcon’s” success, I cannot 
but draw your attention to the very improper course pursued by Commander Heneage in connection with the 
capture of the “ Flight.” As it is my intention to caution that officer to be more careful in his future dealings 


with vessels when flying the American flag, I trust such a recurrence will not take place. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 215. 
Messrs. Mallet and Christy to Commander Heneage. 


“ Falcon,” at Sea, Lat. 49° S., Long. 15° 32' W., May 20, 1861. 
HAVING, in compliance with your orders, carefully inspected the brig ‘* Flight,” of Boston, captured 
yesterday evening by Her Majesty's ship under your command, we have the honour to inform you that we 
consider she may be sent with safety to Sierra Leone in charge of a prize crew, as the vessel is well found, the 
slaves healthy, and the slave-deck spacious and well ventilated. 


Sir, 


We are, &c. 
(Signed) L. M. MALLET, Senior Lieutenant, eS ee 
WM. B. CHRISTY, Surgeon, aS, * Ealeah 





No. 216. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, July 20, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter of to-day’s date to the Commander-in-chief 
on this station, reporting the proceedings of the “Arrogant” and the African 
squadron, and trust the same will meet with the meteree of pete Lordships. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) | W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 216. 


Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” at Ascension, July 20, 1861. 

IN continuation of my letter of the 4th of January last addressed to Admiral Keppel, reporting the proceedings 
of the “ Arrogant” and the African squadron, I have now the honour to acquaint you with their further pro- 
ceedings, of which information has been received since that date. 


Crass A. . U 
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2. Little or no intelligence of the movements of our cruizers on the South Coast having reached me until very 
recently, is the cause of this report extending over so long a period ; the proceedings, however, up the Gambia and 
Porto Novo, as well as that of Her Majesty's ship under my command, have from time to time been furnished. 

3. In compliance with the instructions contained in Admiral Keppel’s letter of the 17th January last, I have 
omitted the arrivals and departures of the cruizers in the body of this Report, and shown the information separately 
(vide Inclosure No, 2). All other matters of importance and interest relating to the station, and which have not 
already been communicated, will be found under the head of the respective Divisions. 


North Division. 

4. Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Torch,” Commander F, H. Smith, has performed the duties of Senior Officer 
except the short time that Commander Fitzroy was in charge of the division. 

5. 1 am happv to say that this vessel, on the 15th November last, while on her passage from the South Coast 
(latitude 6° 48' 54” south, longitude 10° 57’ 15’’ east) captured a cutter, name and nation unknown, in all respetts 
titted for the Slave Trade ; the particulars were transmitted for your information at the time. 

6. Commander Smith having received intimation from a Mr. Harris, British subject, that two vessels belonging 
to him had been seized by the Liberian Government for trading in the Gallinas eountry, over which I believe we 
have never recognized their right, and having procured Governor Hill's opinion on the subject, copy of which I 
annex, as also of the whole of the subsequent correspondence between the Commander of the ‘Torch " and that 
Republic (Inclosures Nos. 3 to 11), proceeded on the 16th of December to Monrovia, and took possession of the vessels 
in question, and delivered them over to Mr. Harris at Solyman.. 

7. If the statement made by that gentleman to Commander Smith, and expressed by the latter to the Secretary 
of the State of Liberia in his letter of the 17th of December, viz., “that no bulk had been broken on board the 
vessels,” is correct, the act of detention, even allowing that the Gallinas country be part of Liberian territory, 
appears to me not only illegal but unwarrantable, as none of its commercial laws could have been infringed, but 
how much more so when their claim is not allowed by our Government. 

8. Influenced by such knowledge, Commander Smith was in my opinion justified in resenting promptly the 
injury inflicted on a British subject, but I think he would have shown better judgment, and certainly more courtesy, 
if he had availed himself of the President's offer to examine certain documents purporting to establish their right 
to the Gallinas. 

9. Now that the Government have the question before them, I trust it will be satisfactorily and finally settled, 
as collisions of a similar nature are likely to occur, and I feel confident must be injurious to the well-being of this 
infant Republic, to which England has always lent a helping hand—a fact well known by the neighbonring African 
Chiets, who no doubt would take every opportunity of agression, had they not a wholesome dread of the protection 
likely to be afforded by us to Liberia. 

10. In compliance with Admiralty letter of the 23rd March last, I have directed the “ Falcon” to proceed to 
Monrovia for the purpose of ascertaining the extent of territory claimed by the Liberian Government. I was 
unable to proceed myself, as other important duties required my presence elsewhere. 

11. On the * Toreli’s” return to Sierra Leone, hearing that a vessel had attempted to leave the Pongas with 
slaves, and that she had subsequently gone on shore and landed her cargo, Commander Smith paid that river a 
visit on the 18th of January, and succeeded in discovering the vessel, which he cansed to be burned, making the 
second prize the “ Torch” has captured. 

12. The particulars of the expedition up the Gambia against the King of Baddiboo, in which the “ Torch” 
took pari, have already been forwarded for your information : vide letter of the 21st of March last. 

13. Having completed his vessel with coal at Goree, Commander Smith paid the Pongas a second visit with 
the view of procuring the information called for by Admiralty letter dated the 18th of December, 1860; a copy 
of my report to their Lordships on the subject was forwarded to you on the 7th ultimo. 

_14. The services of the “ Torch ” were next required up the Gambia to procure payment of the first instalment 
of the fine inflicted on King Baddiboo. By reference to Commander Smith's report to his Excellency Governor 
D'Arcy, of which Inclosure No. 12 is a copy, I regret to say it willbe seen that that Chief could not or would not 
pay. 1 have received no further information on the subject. 

15. In consequence of a requisition from the Governor of Sierra Leone, the “ Torch” then started for the 
Sherbro to obtain the signatures of the Chief's of that river to a formal deed of cession of the Bendoo territory 
to the British Government. Fever having broken out amongst the ship’s company, Commander Smith was obliged 
to leave for the Banana Islands, without being able to execute the Governor's instructions, caused by the delay 
and difficulty in getting the Chiefs together. 

16. As the Lords of the Admiralty are very anxious to secure supplies of teak timber for the use of Her 
Majesty's dockyards, from this part of Africa, the possession of Bendoo, key of the Sherbro river, is of the 
greatest value tous. The French have been for some time endeavouring to establish a footing there, no doubt 
with the same view; but in consequence of the treatment received by the natives at their hands in 1859, I am 
happy to say have not succeeded. I annex the copy of a correspondence (Inclosures Nos. 13 to 17) on the subject 
which I received from Governor Hill, showing the friendly feeling entertained towards the English by the 
Sherbro Chiefs. 

17. On the 19th April the “ Torch” captured a slaver up the Bramiah river, without name or nationality, 
making the third vessel she has taken since her arrival on the coast. 

18. Commander Smith informs me that he has received intelligence that Mr. Faber has succeeded in shipping 
a cargo of slaves from either the Pongas, Debrecko, or Bramiah since his last visit, and that after the departure of 
the homeward mail on the 13th of May he intends proceeding to the Pongas for the purpose of inquiring into the 
matter, and will then visit Cape Palmas in accordance with instructions received from me. 

19. Commander Heneage succeeded to the command of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Falcon” on the decease 
of Commander Fitz Roy on the 10th of January last. 

20. In consequence of information received from his Excellency Colonel Hill, Commander Fitz Roy 
despatched the “ Falcon’s” pinnace and cutter to the Pongas on the 9th of January, for the purpose of looking 
after a vessel supposed to be slaving in that river. This is the same one that was subsequently captured and 
destroyed by the * Torch,” as already reported. 

21. The “ Falcon” then cruized. for the suppression of the Slave Trade, between Cape St. Ann and 
St. Palmas, until the 11th of February, when she proceeded to the Gambia, and took part in the operations against 
King Baddiboo. 

22. I then despatched her} in compliance with the Governor's wishes, to the Sherbro, where Commander 
Heneage hoisted the flag at Jenkins’ Town, River Bendoo, and duly recognised it as British territory, firing the 
accustomed salute, &c., in the presence of the principal traders, sad Mr. William Caulker, the proprietor of the 
Jand, and a brother of the Chief of the Plantain Islands. 
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23. I am happy to say the survey of the Bagroo (twenty miles up) has been completed by the boats of the 
“ Falcon ;" I will forward a copy of the chart, and of Commander Heneage’s report of proceedings, so soon as [ 
shall have received them. 

24. I took this opportunity of despatching Mr. Mann, Botanist (whom I had ordered down by the packet from 
Fernando Po), up that river, with the view of ascertaining the supplies of suitable timber for ship-building 
purposes that might be procured from the forests lining its banks, as directed by Admiralty letter of the 22nd of 
August last. This gentleman’s report has already been forwarded for your information. 

25. I learn from Commander Heneage that the factory of a British subject at Surdon (Boom river), of the 
name of Smith, has been burnt; it appears that the head man of that place is the principal mover in the affair, 
which originated in one of Mr. Smith’s agents refusing to carry on further trade on credit. Commander Heneage 
had despatched a lieutenant to investigate into the circumstances, and, if possible, obtain compensation, but as yet I 
have received no further report on the subject. 

26. The “Falcon” left Sierra Leone with 132 West Indian troops for the Gambia, on the 15th of April, and 
started for Ascension on the 4th of the month following with Admiral Keppel's despatches, as directed by 
memorandum of the 11th February last. : 

27. The “ Triton” sailed from Sierra Leone on the 8th of Decemver for England. 

28. The coal store at Sierra Leone exists as formerly, but I expect to find “ Isis” at Ascension on my arrival, 
when I intend despatching her without delay to her destination. The establishment of a floating coal-depdt at 
Sierra Leone will be of very great advantage to the cruizers on the West Coast, and I am fully convinced a saving 
to the Crown for the loss experienced in landing and reshipping the coal must have been considerable, to say 
nothing of the hire of boats and Kroomen, as well as demurraze. . 

29. Slave Trade.—The two captures made by “ Torch,” and the vessel (Mr. Faber’s) supposed to have got 
off with a cargo, are the only cases that have come under my notice of actual slaving in this division. Had there 
been other shipments, I feel assured it would have been known, as the authorities at Sierra Leone, as well as our 
cruizers, take every possible means of gaining information on the subject, and which is more easily procured and 
reliable than on any other part of the station. Still I have no doubt that it is carried on as often as opportunities 
offer; but the slave being so much in requisition for domestic purposes in the North Coast, I do not think that any 
considerable number could be collected at a short notice, as at Cabenda and other places to the southward: and as 
I have already stated, that, thanks to our missionaries and other sources, trustworthy information of the movements 
of those connected in the traffic is freely given, a great check is consequently placed on the shipment of slaves. 
The Sherbro no doubt supplies a great number of human beings for the market, but frequent captures in canoes 
take place off Kent, as they are being conveyed to the Pongas and its neighbourhood, where the barracoons are 
principally situated. 

30. Now that we have Bendoo, and every prospect of establishing a timber trade in that river, necessarily 
requiring the employment of a great amount of native labour, it must, to a certain extent, check these supplies, and 
{ trust in time it will be the means of freeing this part of the coast from the bane of slavery. 

31. 1 think the fact of vessels mentioned in the suspected list being so rarely met with on this part of the 
station is a sufficient proof of the non-existence of the Slave Trade to any extent. 

32. Health—Although the rainy season has set in early, I do not think, on the whole, the cruizers stationed 
in this Division have been so sickly as might have been expected from the exposure the crews have undergone, 
both up the Gambia and other places where the services of the “ Torch” and ‘ Falcon” have been absolutely 
necessary. 


Bights Division. 


33. Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Alecto,” Commander Henry James Raby, V.C., has performed the duties of 
Senior Officer since the date of my last report. 

34. Ihave much pleasure in bringing to your notice my entire satisfaction at the very able and zealous 
manner this officer has carried out my orders and conducted the many important duties that have devolved upon 
him as senior officer of the Bights Division, consequent upon the unsettled state of that part of the coast. 

35. During the months of October and November last, the old alarm of Kosoko's coming had taken 
possession of the people of Lagos, the particulars of which will be found in the Acting Consul’s letter of the 3rd 
of November, of which Inclosure No. 18 is a copy. Then, again, Dahomey’s threatened attack upon Abbeokuta at 
the end of last year, and which I believe was not without some foundation, added very much to the general panic. 

36. These frequent alarms are most injurious to trade and British interests on this part of the coast, and 
should, if possible, be provided against : the recent destruction of Porto Novo will, I trust, tend greatly to secure 
peace, at least for some time, besides being a great blow to the Slave Trade in the Bights. 

37. Commander Raby afforded every assistance to Lagos by providing ammunition and rockets, besides 
laying off the bar in the “ Alecto” for nine days, when, finding that things remained quiet and confidence was 
once more established, he proceeded to sea, and I brought from Sierra Leone in the “ Arrogant” for Abbeokuta 
some howitzers and a large quantity of ammunition, besides an officer (Captain Jones) with eleven men belonging 
to the Artillery Companies of the Ynd West India Regiment, which Governor Hill had kindly permitted to 
leave the Colony, in order to instruct the Abbeokutans in gunnery. I have directed Captain Jones to furnish me 
with his opinion of the present state of the defences of that town, and also if anything available could be done to 
increase those defences, which report, when received, 1 will transmit for your information. 

38. During the time I have been on this station, a little more than eighteen months, Lagos has had two 
Consuls, both of whom have died, and Mr. Campbell, the one previous to them, died shortly before my arrival, 
making three of Her Majesty's Representatives who have died within a period of two years ; it is these unfortunate 
changes that disturb the peace of Lagos, by giving Dahomey and Kosoko opportunities of making threats of 
attacking Lagos aud Abbeokuta, which I feel certain would less likely take place were it not for this unavoidable 
circumstance. 

The death of Consul Foote is a very severe loss indeed to this part of Africa: had he been spared I believe 
that, in a short time, affairs would have been placed on a satisfactory footing at Lagos. 

39. Commander Raby informs me that King Docemo has commenced building a mud fort so as to command 
the passage from Epé ; when it is finished it will be a great protection to Lagos from any attacks that Kosoko 
can make, and has long since been reccmmended, but only recently taken in hand. ; 

40. The proceedings at Porto Novo, in which Commander Raby and a portion of his men took part, were 
brought to your notice in my letter of the 10th of May last. : , : 

‘41. The “ Alecto’s” proceedings up the Old Calabar river for the purpose of settling the dispute relative to the 
payment of comey was reported specially in my poe letter of this day’s date, and the successful termination 
of the affair reflects great credit on Commander Raby. : U2 
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42. On reference to Inclosure No. 2, it will be seen that this vessel has fer some time during the period of 
this Report been employed with his Excellency the Governor of the Gold Coast. 

43. Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Ranger,” Commander H. R. Wratislaw, cruized in the neighbourhood of 
Whydah between the [2th of October and 22nd of December, 1860, as is shown in detail in Inclosure No. 2. 
Commander Wratislaw then visited Ambaz Bay with Mr. Mann, Botanist, and was afterwards employed until 
the 30th of January, 1861, in visiting the various rivers, &c., having on board Her Majesty's Acting Consul 
(Mr. Laughland) and assisted him in settling certain disputes, and putting down irregularities in the Cameroons, 
Malimba, Balanga, and the Old Calabar rivers, for which services Comune Wratislaw has received the approval 
of Lord John Russell. ; : 

44. On the 24th of January the “ Ranger” succeeded in laying down the new buoys in the Bonny river. 
I have forwarded a plan of their exact position to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

45. The “ Alecto " having been ordered by me to Ascension for the purpose of refitting, &c., Commander 
Wratislaw performed the duties of Senior Officer between the 4th February and 7th March, and afterwards took 
up her old cruizing-ground off Whydah. 

46. During the recent operations against Porto Novo, the “ Ranger” was at anchor off Badagry (sea-bound) 
with the view of rendering any assistance to the expedition that might be necessary, and was subsequently placed 
by me Fi disposal of his Excellency the Governor of the Gold Coast; she was at anchor off os on the 
2ist of May. 

47. Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Espoir,” Commander Sholto Douglas, cruized off Whydah and its neighbour- 
hood until the 24th of February, when she left the Coast for Ascension with Admiral Keppel’s despatches, and 
on her return again took up her station off Whydah. 

48. This vessel was next employed to watch the seaboard of Porto Novo during the recent operations against 
that town, and despatched a cutter fitted as a rocket-boat to assist in its destruction. 

49. Commander Douglas’s services up the Brass have already been reported in my letter of the 24th 
of May last, and reflect much credit on that officer for his firm and judicious manner in dealing not only with the 
natives, but also European traders in that river. I have selected the “ Espoir” to escort the Niger Expedition 
this vear. 

‘50. Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Bloodhound,” Lieutenant Francis M. Bennett commanding, on joining the 
Bights Division was entrusted with the escort of the Niger Expedition, which duty Lieutenant Bennett conducted 
in a very efficient manner, and I beg to attach a copy of that officer’s report to me, with its inclosures, for your 
information, having already forwarded a copy to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

51. Although this vessel was only eleven days up the river, I regret to say her crew suffered considerably 
from fever, having out of her small complement of Europeans so many as thirty-eight on the sick-list, all of whom, 
however, soon recovered after the “ Bloodhound’s” arrival at Aghwey, where the air is more pure than in any other 
part of the Bights, and fresh provisions easily procured. 

52. Lieutenant Bennett was then engaged with his Excellency the Governor of the Gold Coast until the 
4th of January, when he resumed his cruizing-ground between Aghwey and Cape St. Paul's until the middle of 
April, and joined me at Lagos on the 16th of that month. 

53. As the © Bloodhound’s ” presence at Porte Novo would undoubtedly have had a very good and wholesome 
effect on the native mind, who fancy that the “ Brune " is the only vessel that can go up the Lagoons, I caused 
every exertion to be made to get her up by removing stores, &c., but all to no purpose ; she was, therefore, unable 
to take part in the destruction of that town, and remained on shore about ten days. 

54. This vessel, in conjunction with the “ Espoir,” was next dispatched to the Brass, when Commander Douglas 
crossed the bar in her, and succeeded in settling affairs satisfactorily up that river. 

55. The “ Bloodhound ” then cruized off Whydah until the 20th of June, when she put into Lagos for my 
despatches, with which she joined me at Ascension on the 6th of the following month. Lieutenant Bennett being 
compelled to go to hospital, this vessel was in command of Lieutenant Hand between the 26th of January and the 
12th of March last. 

56. Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Brune,” tender, Lieutenant Charles R. Forrest commanding, has been more 
actively employed the last few months, as will be seen on reference to Inclosure No.2. She is, from her great 
length and the quantity of water she draws, utterly unsuited for the peculiar duties required of the vessel that is 
set apart for the protection of British interests, life, and property in the Lagos lagoons. 

Ihave made this the subject of a special communication to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a 
copy of which was sent to you in my letter of the 7th May, 1861. 

57. The “ Brune,” when attempting to get up to Badagry, a distance of about thirty miles up the river, 
grounded twice, and on her way back to Lagos once, when she remained on shore about ten days; in fact, as a 
rule, she never can go up or down the lagoons without taking the mud, and from my own personal observation is 
quite unfitted for the important duties she may at any time be ca'led upon to perform. Lieutenant Stokes, of the 
* Alecto,” commanded this vessel until relieved by Lieutenant Forrest on the 21st of February last. 

58. This part of the coast has been generally unsettled since my last report by frequent wars amongst the 
various native Chiefs, although Cape Coast Castle, Accra, and Quitta appeared to be quiet at my recent visit. I 
have not heard of any slaving being carried on at the latter place, stil] I think more than probable it is; but a 
great oo must necessarily be placed on Quitta from the fact of our cruizers putting in there from time to time 
for stock. 

59. I trust no resistance will be offered to the Niger expedition this year, and have made every arrangement 
for a cruizer (“ Espoir”) being there in proper time to escort the late Mr. Macgregor Laird’s vessels. 

From all the information I can gather on the subject, | think the principal enmity borne to this expedition is 
by the European traders in the Brass, who, in the event of a footing being established in the Niger by Mr. Walker, 
will have greater difficulty to contend with in getting in their oil, as the natives by trading actually up the Niger 
will be saved the trouble of bringing the oil. &c., down to the Brass, and the rivers in the neighbourhood, which 
is the way they do at present. Commander Donglas reports to me that he had great trouble, and met with no 
assistance whatever from the merchants in the Brass on his first visit to the river. 

60. I have had no complaints from the traders either in the Bonny or Cameroons, and now that the comey 
question is settled in the Old Calabar river I hope things will go on satisfactorily. No successor to the late King, 
Eyo Honesty II, of Creek Town, has yet been p ae 

61. The want of a person wholly unconnected with trade as Consul for Fernando Po and the rivers in the 
Bight of Biafra is greatly felt, and with a gun-boat attached to the division for his disposal when necessary, as 
detailed in my letter of the 7th May last, I feel confident we should have little or no trouble in protecting our 
interests, improving the trade, and keeping peace in those rivers, from which the bulk of palm oil on the coast is 
derived, 

G2. The coal-shed at Fernando Po was not completed ou my leaving that island at the end of May last; but 
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by this time it ought to be. Should the suggestions contained in my letter of the 10th of June be carried out, it 
would add considerably to the efficiency of our cruizers on that part of the station. 

63. Slave Trade is without doubt carried on to a serious extent along the coast to the windward of Lagos, 
up so far as Quitta; but no intelligence of shipments having taken place since my last report ‘on the subject, 
24th March, has come to my knowledge. Whydah, Great and Little Popoe, Jackin, and D'Elmina are the 
places chiefly watched by our cruizers. 

64. The destruction of Porto Novo, the long-established and well-known resort of the slave-dealer, will, I 
confidently expect, be long felt as a severe blow to the nefarious Traffic in the Bights. 

65. The want of an American man-of-war to exercise the right of search on this part of the coast is greatly 
required. I have already once before represented this to Flag-Officer Inman, who quite agreed with me, and sent 
the “ Sumpter ” on that duty ; but she has long since gone back to her former cruizing-ground. I intend taking 
an early Egret of again alluding to this subject with the Flag-Officer on my next visit to the South Coast. 

66. The vessels employed in the Bights have more or less all suffered from fever during the last six months, 
which I mainly attribute to the river operations in which they have been engaged ; still; I think that the rains have 
set in unusually early this year, making the coast unhealthy. The “ Alecto” having been on this part of the 
station since May 1860, I have ordered her to the South Coast, and taken every opportunity of giving the cruizers, 
in their turn, a trip to Ascension. 

67. Before passing on to the South Coast, I beg respectfully to bring under your notice the great saving of 
life that would in all probability result by the establishment of a life-boat at Lagos; and have no doubt that the 
European residents, if consulted, would be only too glad to render every assistance in their power in promoting so 
desirable an object. A suitable shed might easily be erected on the beach close to the bar, and the boat could 
be manned by Kroomen trained for the purpose, who, I think, would be far preferable to any other class of 
Africans. 


South Division. 


68. Her Majesty's ship “ Archer,” Captain F, A. B. Craufurd, Senior Officer, visited the French Settlement 
at Gaboon on the 26th November last for the purpose of procuring information respecting the state of the Slave 
Trade at Cape Lopez, when Captain Craufurd informs me that he was very cordially received by Commodore 
Bossé, who placed the stores in the depdt at his disposal, including coal, of whic there were 5,000 tons. 

69. In consequence of a requisition from Mr, Laughland, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Fernando Po, 
Captain Craufurd proceeded at once to St. Thomas, where he rendered assistance to the English brig * ‘Tremont,” 
which vessel had been detained at that island over two months, in consequence of the mutiny of some Kroomen 
who were taking a passage to their country. 

70. It appears that the “ Tremont,” a vessel of 200 tons belonging to Liverpool, left the Bouny with a cargo 
of palm-oil on the 30th of August for England, having on board 86 Kroomen (to be landed at Cape Palmas) 
besides her own complement of thirteen men. The captain of her remonstrated with the Agent in that river at 
having to take so many Africans with so small a crew of white men, and also «1 the very large number for so small 
a vessel, but all to no purpose : the result was that the Kroomen created a disturbance, an attempt being made to 
stop which they broke out into open mutiny, and threatened to take command of the ship, but fortunately the 
captain, seeing that remonstrance was of no avail, had the good sense to keep away to St. Thomas, and place 
himself under the protection of the authorities at that island, who, however, refused permission for a portion of the 
men being landed ; when on the “ Archer's ” arrival in December, Captain Cravfurd made inquiry into the circum- 
stances and despatched the vessel to Fernando Po in charge of the “ Wrangler,” having flogged four of the 
ringleaders on board the “ Archer,” in the presence of the remainder of the Kroomen. 

71. I have no doubt Her Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po has taken the necessary steps in this matter, and 
represented the circumstance, as well as the conduct of the Agent, in a proper light to the owners of the 
“ Tremont.” 

72. The prompt assistance rendered by Captain Craufurd, and the judicious steps taken by him to protect 
British property in this instance, are deserving approbation. 

73. On the “ Archer's”’ visiting Kinsembo trade was found very brisk, but consisting chiefly in ivory, and 
Captain Craufurd informs me that the Portuguese had burnt the village of Kinsembo, which is situated some four 
or five miles inland, by way of punishing the natives for some outrages committed by them. 

74. I am glad to hear that a palm-oil trade has sprung up at Londano, and trust it may continue to 
increase. 

, The American schooner “ Mariquita,” mentioned in the Suspected List, is reported to have completed her 
cargo at this place. ; ; 

75. Matters at Loango, however, I regret to say, were not so satisfactory as could have been wished when 
the “ Archer” put in there in December last. The natives had been troublesome, and trade in malachite, which is 
generally considerable, was greatly diminished, but that in palm-oil had increased. Captain Craufurd informs me 
that he visited the French Emigration Depét at this place, and was very courteously received. 

76. In consequence of the destruction of the “ Lune,” a small schooner belonging to a Mr. Huff, a British 
subject trading in the Congo, and the robbery of her cargo by some of the natives in that river, also the frequent 
depredations committed on boats passing up and down, the “ Archer” was for thirty-five days employed in the 
Congo (vide Inclosure No. 2) for the purpose of protecting British interests, and endeavouring to re-establish 
security for our traders in the river. ; 

77. The cause of the “ Lune’s” destruction is said to be entirely the fault of Mr. Huff, who, it appears, left 
the vessel on her getting aground when going down from Punta da Lenha with a cargo valued at “upwards of 
3001. sterling on board, in charge of some Cabenda men, who formed the crew, and it is believed, from information 
gathered afterwards, that these men had an understanding with the natives, and were a party to the robbery and 
the vessel’s destruction, although the blame was entirely given to the latter. dt 

78. It is reported that had Mr. Huff not left the * Lune,” no attempt would have been made to commit this 
ale 9 After a good deal of trouble and delay, I am happy to say that peace has once more been established in 
the Congo, and boats can now go up and down from Punta da Lenha to the mouth of the river without the danger 
of being molested. The terms are, that the traders should pay a certain custom or duty to the Congo Chiefs, who 
on their part promise protection and safe-conduct to the launches, &c., trading in the river. . . 

80. I am fully satisfied with the zeal and energy displayed by Captain Craufurd in protecting our interests 
up the Congo, and think that under the circumstances he was justified in remaining so long in the river ; but as no 
hostile measures were requisite, or, in fact, at all practicable from the nature of its banks, I do not see the necessity 
for detaining four vessels so long up the Congo, when two at the most would have been a force sufficient, in my 
opinion, to keep up by their presence our moral influence with the natives. 
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81. As at Punta da Lenha there are two English factories (Messrs. T. Tobin and Son, and Hatton and Cookson), 
a Dutch, an American, an Italian, and several Portuguese factories, which latter are mostly engaged in the Slave 
Trade, the legal and illegal trade is necessarily very much intermixed: the Senior Officer of the South Division 
has therefore a very difficult duty to perform in looking after British interests in the Congo; for while he is 
enjoined to afford every protection to the legal trader, he must not do anything to encourage or protect the 
illegal trade, and they go so much hand in hand that it is almost impossible to separate them. Captain Craufurd 
informs me that when the “ Nightingale” was taken by the “Saratoga” in the act of shipping Mr. Meecham, the 
Agent of Messrs. ‘Tobin and Son was on board the vessel, 

82. On my approaching visit to the Congo, I purpose communicating with the Englisn traders at Punta da 
Lenha, with the view of impressing upon them the advisability of removing to Sharks’ Point, and thereb 
separating themselves from those who are well known to be engaged in the Slave Trade; should this be effected, 
they will at all times be in a position to command the protection of our cruizers, one of which is invariably 
stationed off the Congo. ‘The Dutch factory, I hear, has already shifted down to Banana Creek, on the nort 
bank of the river. 

83. Fever having broken out severely on board the “ Archer,” consequent upon the river operations in which 
tlat vessel had been engaged, Captain Craufurd proceeded to Elephant Bay, thinking by getting into a cooler 
latitude to get rid of the disease, but, I am sorry to say, without success; when, on the Doctor’s representation, 
the “ Archer” left on the 17th of March for St. Helena, at which port she landed her sick, and remained until 
the 25th of May, when she left for Ascension to await my arrival, Captain Craufurd not thinking himself justified 
in returning to the South Coast, although his men had nearly all recovered. I here beg to inclose copy of the 
Medical Report of the state of health of the ship's company, called for by Captain Sir R. Mc Clure, of Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘ Esk.” 

84. On the * Archer’s” arrival at Ascension, Captain Burnett ordered her to proceed to St. Helena with the 
Bishop, who had been detained for some weeks for a conveyance. 

85. The “ Archer” returned on the 26th of June, when, in consequence of the Report alluded to above 
(Inclosure No, 25), I directed Captain Barnard, with a Board of Medical Officers, to make a careful inquiry into 
the circumstance ; a copy of their Keport is now inclosed for your information. 

86. She sailed on the 20th of July for Sierra Leone, in company with the “ Isis,” which vessel Captain 
Craufurd has my orders to see properly moored as a coal-hulk, and then return with her crew to Ascension, after 
which the “ Archer” will proceed to Spithead. 

87. Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Prometheus,” Commander Norman B. Bedingfeld, during the period 
of this Report has been employed principally up the Congo, protecting British interests and properiy. 
Commander Bedingfeld has, by his knowledge and experience of the native character, greatly assisted Captain 
Craufurd in effecting a settlement of affairs in that river ; for, being personally known to the Congo Chiefs as the 
Licutenant-Commander of the “ Pluto” in 1854, when the Treaty was drawn up, they felt greater respect for 
him than they would have done for a stranger. 

88. I received news by the mail from St. Helena that the “ Prometheus” had captured and destroyed the 
« Jacinto,” supposed to have flown Spanish colours. 

89. | am thankful to say this vessel has not suffered from her long stay up the Congo, and on leavaiz 
Elephant Bay proceeded to Fernando Po to replace the copper which she had lost last year up the River Sherbro, 
with the assistance of the diving apparatus belonging to the Spanish authorities, since which date I have received 
no intelligence of her procecdings. 

* 90. Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Wrangler,” Commander H. H. Beamish, has been a part of the time 
employed in conveying the mail to and from Fernando Po, and was afterwards stationed in the Congo for the 
purpose of protecting British interests. 

91. On the “ Archer's” arrival at Ascension from St. Helena, I was glad to learn that this vessel had been 
successful in capturing the “ Ardennes,” mentioned on the Suspected List, on the 23rd of May last, with 493 
slaves on board. 

92. The “ Wrangler’s” crew, I am sorry to say, has suffered considerably from fever, in consequence, I 
presume, of her stay up the Congo. 

93. Her Majesty's steam-vessel “Sharpshooter,” Lieutenant Charles Gibbons commanding, cruized fur 
the suppression of the Slave Trade in the neighbourhood of the Congo, until the commencement of January, 
occasionally visiting Punta da Lenha, when, in consequence of his crew suffering from fever, Lieutenant Gibbons 
proceeded so far south as Little Fish Bay and Benguella. on his way back to St. Paul de Loanda. 

94, At Elephant Bay the “ Sharpshooter” landed her small-arm men for exercise, and also took advantage of 
this favourable opportunity for target practice. 

95. Lieutenant Gibbons reports that while in the Congo he was informed by the English merchants that a 
considerable palm-oil trade had sprung up at Punta da Lenha, and that 1,000 tons of oil had been shipped during 
the previous cightcen months. Should this be correct, and the trade continue, it will be the greatest blow that 
can be inflicted on the Slave Trade in the Congo; but I very much doubt that a palm-oil trade has really been 
established at Punta da Lenha. 

96. On the “ Sharpshooter’s’’ return from the southward, she took up a cruizing-ground between Point 
Padron and Fonda Bay, and was afterwards employed protecting British interests in the Congo until the 22nd of 
March, 

97. Lieutenant Gibbons joined me at Fernando Po on the 27th of May, in the ‘ Sharpshooter ;" was 
inspected, and sailed for England on the Ist of June, to be paid off, in pursuance of instructions from my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

98. Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Philomel,” Commander Leveson Wildman, after crossing the 20th degree 
of north latitude, on the 24th of March last, put into the Gambia on the 26th, in compliance with Admiralty orders. 

99. ‘The “ Philomel” arrived at Sierra Leone on the 3rd of April, and sailed again the next day for Lagos, at 
which port she anchored on the 24th of that month, and awaited my return from Porto Novo. Having been 
inspected, Commander Wildman sailed on the 2nd of May to join the South Division in room of “ Sharpshooter,” 
calling at Fernando Po on her way for coal. 

100. Slave Trade is at present carried on almost entirely under the American ensign, and the following 
vessels, all under its protection, haye been met with by our cruizers :— 

“ Rufus,” barque; “ Brutus,” ship; fitted as whalers,—off the Congo: “Nightingale,” ship ; “ Nancy,” brig; 
‘* Virginian,” schooner ; ‘* Ardennes,” barque ; ‘ Alexina,” barque ; ‘ Fairy,” brig ; and “ John Bell,” schooner,— 
at Punta da Lenha (all mentioned in the Suspected List): of which, the * /?ufus” is reported to have shipped in 
the neighbourhood of Elephant Bay, and got off. The “ Nightingale,” I am bappy to say, was captured by the 
United States’ ship “Saratoga” at Cabenda, the well-known shipping-place, with 900 slaves on board, and 600 
remaining on the beach to be shipped, 
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The “ Virginian" is said to have got away with a cargo. 

The “ Ardennes “0 was captured by the “Wrangler” on the 23rd of last May with 493 slaves; and the 
clad not “ Flight,” is supposed to be the vessel captured by the “ Falcon” near Ascension with 560 on 

joard. 

101. The Congo is, without doubt, the centre of the Slave Trade in this part of the coast, as is only too well 
shown by the presence of so many notorious slave-vessels in the river. They go up as far as Punta da Lenha for 
the purpose of refitting, and to make their arrangements with the slave-dealers, and then proceed to sea until the 
time for shipping has arrived, when they make the land again. 

102. Slaves are generally shipped at Black Point, Cabenda, and Londano, to the northward of the Congo, 
and at Mangue Grande and the coast between Muella and Juma Bay to the southward; also sometimes in the 
River Congo itself. Although these are the usual places of shipment, still slaves are driven to any intermediate spot 
with astonishing rapidity, and shipped in a very short space of time if a convenient opportunity Offers. 

103. The value of the slave being only twenty-five dollars on this part of the station, while it is eighty dollars 
in the Bights, is no doubt the reason why slave-vessels generally come to the South Coast; besides which, I think 
that the principle of the trade is better understood here than in the Bights, slaves more numerous and easily 
procured, and the coast itself better adapted for shipping. . 

104. Although Commander Bedingfeld reports that the Slave Trade is revived to the southward of Benguela, 
and that shipments have actually taken place at Cape St. Martha, I do not think myself that this illegal trade is 
carried on to any extent to the southward of St. Paul de Loanda, as suspicious vessels are rarely ever met with, 
and the difficulty of driving slaves along that part of the coast is very considerable ; still I believe that one or two 
shipments may possibly have taken place in vessels fitted ostensibly as whalers, but not in any great number. 1 
myself have seen one at Little Fish Bay, which I afterwards learnt had got off with a small cargo. 

105. No doubt the presence of so many of our cruizers in the Congo during the months of February, March, 
and April, has greatly hampered the movements of the slave-dealers in that river, and consequently I conclude 
the trade has not been so successfully carried on as they could wish, or to the same extent as usual. 

106. A great deal of domestic slavery goes on as usual at St. Paul de Loanda, and I did hear that sometimes 
slaves are even sent to the northward in small quantities, in the Cabenda boats that are constantly going up and 
down the coast. 

107. I also learnt that slaves are sent from Cape Lopez to the Island of Princes and St. Thomas, and think it is 
not only very probable, but a safe mode of carrying on that inhuman traffic, if properly managed. The Governor 
of the latter place positively denies that slaves are ever landed at St. Thomas, although, as he says, they might be 
at Princes. 

108. The “ Prometheus,” I am happy to say, captured and destroyed the “Jacinto,” supposed to have flown 
Spanish colours. 

109. The French emigration still goes on, but, in consequence of the want of sufficient transport, is very slow. 
The establishments of M. Regis are stationed, one in the Congo, and the other at Loango, aud have been visited by 
our cruizers, : 

110, As vessels engaged in the Slave Trade almost invariably fly the American flag, and cur cruizers are 
prohibited from in any way interfering with them, of course we are to a very serious extent powerless in putting a 
check to the Slave Trade, it being only when our cruizers are fortunate enough, as in the case of “ Wrangler” and 
“ Falcon,” to meet with vessels having slaves actually on board, and denationalized, that they can venture to tale 
them, and the same rule with regard to detention, I am sorry to say, applies also to the United States’ cruizer:. 
If they were borne out in detaining vessels having on board the usual slave-fittings, this nefarious trade would soon 
be stopped, and, as a natural consequence, legal commerce finally established in Africa. 

111. I omitted to mention in paragraph 100 that the Constellation” detained the American vessel ** Triton” 
for being fitted with the usual slave appliances, and sent her across for condemnation: it remains to be shown how 
far Captain Nicholas will be borne out. I very much fear the vessel will be released, as in the case of the 
“ Virginian ” (the same one mentioned in this Report), and others that were detained by the “ Portsmouth " under 
similar circumstances. It is a very great pity, for I believe the American squadron are really in earnest about 
putting a stop to the Slave Trade under their flag. 

112, I am sorry to say that the cruizers in this Division have suffered considerably from fever, brought on, 
no doubt. by their long stay up the Congo, and a more than usually rainy and, of course, sickly season for this 
part of the coast. I hear that there have been cases of yellow fever so far south as Little Fish Bay. 

113. Her Majesty's store-ship “* Buffalo,” Alexander Brown, Esq., R.N., commanding, returned to Ascension 
from Sierra Leone, with oil and public money, on the 26th of January last, and after partially making good her 
defects, sailed on the 7th of February with provisions and stores for the cruizers in the Bights and South Coast 
Divisions. 

114. Having completed this service she me by my orders to St. Helena to give leave to her ship's 
company, not having before been to that island. Mr. Brown arrived at Ascension on the 27th of April, with the 
Bishop of St. Helena on board, and sailed again on the 20th of the following mouth for Sierra Leone, from which 
port she will start on her usual duty of provisioning the squadron. 

115. I have orders to send the “ Buffalo” to Spithead when her services can be spared, and will do so 
immediately a vessel arrives to take her place, until which time it would be impossible to allow her off the station 
without detriment to the service. 

116. Her Majesty’s ship “Isis,” in charge of Captain Barnard, arrived at Ascension on the 6th of June 
last, having left Plymouth on the 16th of April, and put into Madeira on the 25th, where she remained four 


days. 

117. Having discharged all stores, &c., for Ascension, and made the necessary arrangements, the “ Isis ” 
sailed from Ascension this day for Sierra Leone, in command of Lieutenant H. T. Marsden, and escorted by the 
“ Archer,” where she will be properly secured as a coal-hulk without loss of time; with the exception of 
Mr. Macfarlane, Master, I intend to retain the whole of her officers and crew for service on the West Coast. 

118. The proceedings of Her Majesty's ship “ Meander,” and those in connection with the Island of 
Ascension, have from time to time been furnished you direct by the Captain in charge, and I have nothing further 
to add beyond that on my recent visit [ took the opportunity of inspecting the island previous to Captain 
Burnett giving up command to Captain Barnard ; the result of my inepection | have made the subject of a separate 


letter. yee : 
119. The Admiralty instructions in reference to the breaking up of the “Tortoise” are being gradually 


carried out. ; “ 

120. The proceedings of Her Majesty’s ship under my command up to the affair of Porto Novo have already 
been brought to your notice. The “ Arrogant” left Lagos for a cruize at sea, in consequence of having fever on 
board, on the 10th of May, and put into Fernando Po on the 19th, when having completed with coal I sailed for 
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Princes’ on the 28th, and for St. ‘Thomas’ on the Ist of June, at which island I thought it advisable to remain ten 
days to recruit the health of my ship's company, who had suffered severely from fever, which, I regret to say, 
proved fatal in seven cases. 

121, I arrived at Ascension in the “ Arrogant” on the 20th of June, and sailed to-day for my inspection of 
the South Coast. Should nothing unforeseen detain me, I purpose leaving Loanda for St. Helena about the 
middle of November next, and will then proceed to Ascension and the North Coast. 

Trusting that my proceedings, and those of the cruizers on the West Coast, will meet with your 


approbation, I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE, 





Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Torch” 


Commander F. 





Officer 
Her Majesty’s steam-slooj 
Commander Arthur G. 


H. Smith, Senior 


“Falcon,” 
2 Roy 


Inclosure 2 in No. 216. 
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NORTH DIVISION. 


On what Service employed and to what time. 





To relieve “ Promethens,” temporarily in charge of the North Division . 

Completed with coal, and delivered Commodore's despatches to Acting Consul 

For the purpose of communicating with Senior Otficer of Bights Division, and 
delivering Commodore’s despatches. 


.| For the purpose of communicating with his Excellency the Governor of the 


Gold Coast, and delivering Commodore’s despatches. 
On the 6th December, 1860, took charge of the North Division temporarily, 
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| Captured a slaver, name and nation unknown, on November 15, 1560. 


The United States’ sloop “San Jacinto” was at anchor. 


Heaed the Falcon)” Senior Officer’s ship, at anchor, and gave up charge of 

the Division. 

Found, on arrival at Sierra Leone, the “ Falcon” and “Buffalo,” and received 
intelligence of the death of Commander Fitz Roy. Took charge of the North 
Division as Senior Officer, which was afterwards confirmed by Commodore. 

The “Torch” proceeded up the river on the 22nd January, and had an inter- 
view with the King. 


Put into Goree for coals. 

Between February 2 and March 6, 1861, the “Torch” took part in the 
operations up the Gambia, against the King of Baddiboo. 

Found Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel” arrived from England. 


The “ Falcon” at anchor ; also French Commodore. 


.| In consequence of fever having broken out on board “Torch.” 


The French store-ship “ Recherche” was at anchor, bound to the Gambia. 
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and received the records from “Torch.” 
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operations up the Gambia against the King of Baddiboo. 

Mr. Mann, Botanist, took a in “Falcon” for the of examining 
and reporting on the supplies of timber procurable from the forests in the 
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Return of the Movements of the West Coast of Africa Squadron—evntinued. 
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w» 11] deere. 16 Cape Coast Castle ... 
” 12 | Cape Coast Castle Lagos. 
» 26) Lagos . woe ve ome _ om 
Feb. 6 | Ascension ... Quittah. 
Mar. 2 | Quittah es ry ee os a 
» 9 | Mar. 9 | Fernando Po . 
» «| oo» 15] Princes or 
» WW «| oo 18] Lagos . 
2 2. 
» wef on BB eee fe 
Apr. 1 Apr. 18 |... ve ee 
» it «{ os 15 | Benin River ... 
» eof oo SL] Lagos. we 
» 2 ANG y Ries Se ze 
May 17 | Quittah cell ce AT ERGOR cass 
» 20 | Lagos . SS] 2 at | Fernando Po’. 
2 94] Fernando Po. 2 ODO as | Old Calabar River 
»,_ 29 | Old Calabar River .., «| June 2] Fernando Po . 
1860 1860. 
Her Mi "6 steam-sloop “Ranger,” | Sept. 25 | Fernando Po . ...| Sept. 28 | Cape Coast Castle .., 
Com IL R. Wratislaw Oct. _3 | Cape Coast Castle .- | Oct. 5 | Lagos . Pa 7 wi 
>» 1L| Lagos . » 12 | To cruize of Whydait 
2 93 | Whydah Se SEP ce. a 
Dec. 2|Whydah Dec, 6) Ditto, is 
vw» «| Whydth ew 24 | Fernando Po - 
1881 
“nae Fernando Po... Jan, 7 |Ambaz Bay... 
Jan. 7|AmbazBay .. 2.00 | 7 | Cameroons River 
- King Bell’s “Town, Came-| ;; 10 | Malimba 
Toons 
» VL | Malimba » — 13.| Batanga, 
» 13 | Batan; » 13 | Old Calabar Rive... 
» 16] Duke » 20 | Fernando Po. 
River 
~~ = » 20 | Fernando Po % » 20! Bonny River . 
















































































On what Service employed, and to what time. 














+] With the Governor of the Gokd Coast and Major Cochrane, Gold Coast Artillery, 

on boar 

«-| To cruize in the neighbourkood of Whydah, and communicate with Lagos, and 
then proceed to Fernando Po for cuals. 


--| Cruized for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 








le | To convey the Governor to the latter place 
With Governor Andrews on board < ec soe 
To dispatch “ Ranger” to Fernando for Mr. Maun, Botanist. 
To communicate with “ Ranger.” The “ Alecto” then cruized at sea until the 
30th December, 1560 
«| To visit Her Majesty’s Consul Pen 





«| Finding everything quiet eruized at sea. 

Communicated with “Bloodhound” 50 ue eee tae 
++-| With the Governor of the Gold Coast, 
«| To communicate with “ Bloodhound” The “ Alecto” sailed from Quittah on 
the 25th January, 1861, for Ascension, to refit, &c., by Commodore’s orders 


The “ Alecto” cruized until the 7th March, when she fell in with “ Ranger,” 
and then proceeded to Lagos, 

.| To communicate with the Commander-in-chief at that island. 

Between the 11th and Lith in company with “ Forte” 








Foraeruizetowindward =, TT 


«| To effect the yireof De river steamer “ Fideliter,” for service with the expe- 
st Porto Novo. 

Fideliter in tow, having been detained four days, as her services could 
not be spared. 

.| Cruized at sea until May 17, when she proceeded to Quittah .., 












.»] To communicate with the “Ranger” 4... 
«| With the Commodore's mails. 

«| To settle a dispute in reference to the Comey question. 
TT] To complete coal, &e. 





..| Conveying Commodore's despatches to the Governor of the Gold Coast 

To nicate with Senior Otticer. 

TL] The “ Ranger" eritized off Whydah between the 12th and 22nd of October. 

TT] Phe “Ranger” eruized off Whydah until the 30th November, 1860, visiting 
Accra on the 12th, and Lagos on the 21st of that month. 

Between the 6th and 22nd December, with the exception of visiting Quittah 
on the 17th, the “ Ranger” eruized uff Whydah 

| To convey Mr. Mann, Botanist, to Ambaz Bay. 











.| With Mr. Mann on board. 


«| With Her Majesty's Consul for Fernando Po on board (Mr. Laughlaud). 
.. | To inquire into some robberies that had beem committed, &c 


..| Conveying Her Majesty's Consul for Fernando Po up the rivers. 





..1 To lay down new buoys in that river. 





-| Between the 22nd and 28th April, the “ Alecto’s’ 


Remarks. 











The “Alecto” then proceeded, with his Excellency on board, to Dixcove, 
Aunamaboe, and Winnebals, returning to Accra on the 28th of Octobet. 


Finding the bar impassable, Commander Raby, after making inquiries on board 
wie vessels at anchor, procecded to windward to communicate with * Ranger,” 
and eruize. 

On the 10th December Commander Raby visited King Docemo, of Lagos. 

Boarded the American brigantine “John Bell;” papers correct. 

Mr. Foote, Her Majesty's Consul for Lagos, arrived by packet from England. 


Found the United States’ gun-boat “ Sumpter.” 
To communicate with Governor Andrews. 


Found “ Espoir” to join the Bights. 


.| Found “ Bloodhound” at anchor at Fernando Po. 
.| The “ Alecto” watered at Princes. 


On the 25th communicated with “ Bloodhound ;” and on the 30th communicated 
with “ Ranger” and “ Espoir” off Whydah, and started the next day for Lagos. 


.| Proceeded to sea to communicate with“ Bloodhound,” having waited at Lagos 


until the 13th April, in the hope ot meeting the Commodore. 





ship’s company, in her boats, 
ainst the King of Porto Novo, up Lagos lagoon. 
7th May Mr. Foote, Her Majesty’s Consul, died at Lagos. 








took part in the operations 
On the 


Communicated with “Aleeto” on the 3rd December. 


PST 
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Return of the Movements of the West Coast of Africa Squadron—continued. 


Sailed. 





Ship. On what Service employed, and to what time. Remarks. 


Whither. 

















Fernando Po. 


la 5 ae pie. 
Proceeded to windward 
Agiwey ue 


Lagos. aaa 


Mice Masist 's iatean lore, “ Ranger,” 

mander H. ratislaw 

“ ae ws» «| On the 4th February, 1861, took temporary charge of the Division, durin; 
“ Alecto’s” absence at Ascension. ij 

o- ose oo | On the 21st February lent a gunner and 16men to “Brune,” at the Consul’s 
request, to punish the King of Porto Novo, for stopping the trade, 


Consul on board the “ Brune.”| On the 7th March fell in with “ Alecto,” off Jackin, charge 
es en and proceeded to windward to Dinan. iad eee ° 
Jook for * Blondhound” 


» 8 | Jackin oe aes a4 os ee on ove ws e.| Daring the month of March the “ Ranger” has been cruizing 60 miles S.E. off | Between the 30th March and 5th April the “ Ranger” crnized between Whydah 
Wisdat, putting into Whydah on the 22nd and 0th, and Lagos on the 27th | “and Forte Novo. 
of that month 





Whydah —.. «| To communicate with “ Espoir.” 
os. , L] On the 21th communicated with Her Majest 
On March 2, Is6l, the * Ranger” left La: 















Lagos 7 ‘| 2) ses ae nena ae nee ane ae oes ae eee With “Espoir” returns to await the Commodore’s arrival. 
aaa Cruized to windward by Comniodore’s order, to look after suspicious vessel. 
a we oo oo es te ace a eee ae a ae «| Between the 22nd and 28th of April the “Ranger” was employed watching 
the seaboard at Budagry, to render any avsistance to the expedition against 
Porto Novo that might be necessary. 
Py At the disposal of the Goverr.or of the Gold Const. 


Quittah on 
Great Mingo . 
Accra. 
Lagos ; 
Lagos < 

To cruize of Why 


With Governor on board, to obtain payment of a debt long due. 
With Governor on bourd, 

To disembark his Excellency. 

To meet the outward nasil. 





wn we ove +] The “ Ranger” was at Lavgos on the 2ist Say, 1561. 














Her Majesty's _steam-sloop “ Espoir,” ‘opne. 
Commander Sholto Doug) and join the Bights Division, The “ Espoir” | Found Commodore Bosse at Lagos, in the “ Danae.” 
cruzed of W 4th February, when she returned to Lagos, 


to communica Ranger.” 









Feb, 4)Lagos wn] Feb, 5 | To‘eruize off Whydah and 
the adjacent ports, 


To cruize off W wae se{ Anchored at Aghwey, in company with “ Ranger.” 


» 18 | Aghwe: 





33 | Whyd Ascension ; 
Mar. 7 | Ascension Quittah « ensien with de: ches for Admiral Keppel. 
m» 98 | Quittah Toctuize then cruized between Whydah and Fish Town until the 





16th April. 
Porto Novo wu. ef Iucompany with Conmodore at Lagos... ese ane ase vu Between the 92nd and 28th April the “Espoir® was employed watching the 
seaboard of Porto Novo, to render any assistance to the expedition that 





Apr. 16 | Lagos . 











might be necessury. 

» 28 | Lagos . bee 29 | Renin River . Towed the hired steam-vessel “ Fideliter. 
May “1 | Benin Riv r,. 5 2) Nun River To commmnnicate with the Niger expedition. 
* 2; NonRiver .. 0. | 4| Brass River... ...] To ingnire into the cause of the attack, by some Brass canoes, on the “Sun- 

beam’s” boat, 
» 5 | Brass River... ... Pr ary 6} Lagos... ate. «.{ To meet Commodore, not having succeeeded in ascertaining the cause of 

attack, Ke. 
» 8) Lagos... ace wes] oop =| Brass River .., se ..| To assemble the Chiefs of the Brass River, relative to an attack made by their 

1 canoes on a boat belonging to the Niger expedition. 

” 4 Ps 


Brass River ... i oa 22 | Fernando Po. 7 
» 83 | Fernando Po . on ese eve on one “ ...| To communicate with Commodore, and complete with coal ese ve on] The “ Espoir” was at Fernando Po on the 28th May, 1361. 


ae ae os .| Communicated with the “ Alecto” at Whydah, on the 7th November, 1860. 
. ase oe ove ose i “ot . Completed with coal at Fernando Po. 
Toescort Mr. Laud’sexpedition 0. ese wee tee aes] Om 17th Novetber the “ Bloodhound” proceeded over the bar. 





Fernando Po . 


Her Maj steam-vessel “Blood- | Nov. 6 | Whydah — ... 
Brass River 


hound,” Lieutenant Francis W. Ben- | ,, 12 Fernando Po . 




















‘ett, commanding » 16 Brass River ... me River Nizer .. 
19 | River Niger |. e Fernando Po To complete with coal 
Dec, 1 | Fernando Po Lagos. To communicate with Commander Ruby, 
» S| a e Aghwey 2 en aa came sae setts neo] For change of air, having fever on board. 
Mal » Wi Aghwey Tocruizeatsea =. 2..] On the 19th December the “ Rioodhound” received instructions to proceed to | On the 19th of December communioated with “ Alecto.” 
Accra, and plaice himself at the 's disposal, and was under his 
no orders until the 4h of January, 1N61 


On the #h January, 1861, she eft Acera, and cruized until the 26th of that 
mouth, between Aghwey and Addafiie, when she put into Lagos, and afterwards. 
returned ty her cruuing ground until the 2sth February, 1561, when she 
left for ternando Po for coal. 

| The * Bloodhound” left. Fernando Po on the 14th March to cruize between | 

Aghwey and Cape St. Punk where she continued until the 15th of April 
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GSI 


Ship. 





Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Blood- 
hound,” Lieutenant Francis W. Ben- 


nett, commanding 


Tler Majesty's 
(tender to “A. 





Her Majesty's ship “ Archer," Captain 


= atk Drie 


steam-vessel “ Brune” 
int”), Lieutenant 
Chas. K. Forrest, commanding 


Return of the Movements of the West Coast of Africa Squadron—continued. 








Jan. Ay 





Feb, a 
a 33 


8 aw ® sus 


Pay 
28 
& 
~ 
Be 








| Lagos 


July lao 


Badagry 
Lagos. s. 
Fore Novo ... 
adagry oe 
Lagos . 





Lagos. se ae 


St. Paul de Loanda 
Mayemba... 
Point Padron 


Gaboon oe 








Cape Lopez... sa 


Point Padron . 

St. Paul de Luanda 
Kinsembo 

Cabenda 


Loango “a 


St. Paul de Loanda 
Point Padron . 





“Shark’s Point!” 
Cabenda 


Shark's Point 
St. Paul de Loanda 
Shark’s Point 


"St. Paul de Loanda 


Elephant Ba, 
St. Helena a 





Ascension... 
 heee ” 








St. Anna de Cleaves, St. 
Thomas 





St. Paul de Loanda ... 














On whut Service employed, and to what tine. 





































Asceusion 


Arrived. Sailed. 

Date. Where. Date. Whither. 

1861 Isl 
Apr. 16] Lagos. wee o- s os a aa 

w | . = Brass River ... o ao 
May 14/ Brass River. 0 = | Ferasando Po. 

7 36 | Fernando Po «i dah. 
June i On Whydah Py 3 


Badugry noon 


Lagos, 
Porto Novo ... 








Badagry 
Lagos 


Mayemba 
Point Padrot 





Cape Lopez ... 
St, Anna de Cleaves, St. 
Thomas 
For South Coast 
Sf: Paul de Loanda « 
insembo 
Cabenda 
Loango 























St. Paul de Loanda . oo] 


To go to the northward 


Above Shark’s Point, River 














Congo 

Congo. 

Congo . wee 

For tbe southward 
Congo. we 
Tocruize ... 

For the southwardj.- 
St. Helena... 


Ascension... “ 
bs Helena ... o 
secre Leone . 





.| Took “ Wrangler” in tow so far as Cape Lopez, in order that she might fetch 


.| To communicate with “ Sharpshooter.” 


.| The “ Archer” was employed in the Congo until the Srd March, when she was 





In company with “ Espoir,” to inquire into an outrage offered to a boat 
h mng to the Niger expedition by some Brass canves. 

unicate with Commodore Se 

wunicate with “ Ras 





Refitting, Se. 


In consequence of a disturbance caused by two men claiming a vacant Chief- 
tainship 







Having on hoard” iter 





*b paddle: “box boats,” 


SOUTH DIVISION. 


To look for “ Wrangler.” 
Ditto. 


Fernando Po. 


To obtain information respecting state of Slave Trade at Cape Lopez, and 
procure a pilot for Sanga Tanga 
To assist an English poertaat vesaal: 


To complete with coals, &e, 
To communicate with the factories... 
‘To communicate with the cruiztrs manning: long the coast 








To meet “ Sharpshooter” a a a aS 
at anchor off Point Padron. 


To communicate with American flag officer. 
‘To hold palaver with Congo Chiefs... 











Com mel with coal at Loanda 

Hek a re with King Antonio ‘and his Chiefs at Shark's ‘Point, on the | 
27th March, 1861 

Visited Point Piedras, Point Padron, and Banana, River Congo ... 

To communicate with “ Prometheus.” 

To recruit the health of erew, having fever on board. 

To await the * Arrogunt’s” arrival, and send invalids to hospital. 

Maving on board the Bishop of St! Helena, for passage. 

‘To meet Co 

To escort the ‘tae coal depot axe a) tes 











Remarks. 





Between the 20th April and the 6th May, 1861, the “ Bloodhound” was in the 
lagoons, and while endeavouring to proceed with the expedition to Porto 
ovo took the ground near Becckay, ol cock aud could get no higher. 


.| Crossed the bar on the 1ith May, 1861. 


Completed coal at Fernando Po. 


The“ Bloodhound” has orders to leave Ascension for Lagos on the 23rd July, 
Upto the 2nd January, 1861, the “Brune” was at anchor off the Consulate at 


Atanchor off the British Consulate. Grounded once on coming down the lagoon. 


At anchor off the British Consulate. 


At anchor off the British Consulate. 

Between the 22nd and 28th of April the “ Brane” was employed up river 
with the expedition against Porto Novo, and on the “ Arogatt paring 
‘Lagos on the 10th May, 1861, was at anchor off the British Cousulate, 





Found His Imperial Majesty’s frigate * Danaé.” 


Saw United States’ cruizers “San Jacinto” and “ Portsmouth” at anchor. 
On the 27th sighted Mangue Grande. 
Met “ Wrangler” at Loango, on the Ist January, 1861. 


On the 29th Jani 


Between the 


the “ Prometheus” arrived in the Congo. 
2th January and the Sth February, 1861, the “ Archer” was at 


anchor in the Congo. 
Found the United States’ cruizers “Constellation,” “Mohican,” “ Mystic,” 


and “ Sumpter.” 


.| Found United States’ gun-boat “ ae 


‘On the 19th Marck the" “ Wrangler” arrit 

On the 2ist March the “Forte” pei “at Loanda. On the 27th March 
“ Prometheus” left for Elephant Bay. 

Communicated with the French factory at Bauana, 


--| On the “ Archer's” return to Ascension she will proceed to Spithead. 


9S1 
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Return of the Movements of the West Coast of Africa Squadron—continued. 





Ship. 








Her Majesty's ship “ Prometheus,” 
Communder NB Bedingfeld 


Feb. 27|St. Helena ..  ... 
Point Padron. 


Shark’s Point - 
Ier Majesty's steam-slvop “Wrangler,” 








Commander H. H. Beamish 12 |'Loango Bay ... 
» 16 | Mayemba Bay 
» 
sh 
7 
1 
Meio) 
n 3 Cs iron. ~ 
* 17 | se’Paul de Loanda 
» 27 | Fernando Po... 
Feb. “| Ambrizette 0. 1 
» 10] St. Paul de Loand: 
15 | Shark’s Point . 
Mar. 2 | Cape Deceit ... 
» 6 | Ambrizette <.. 
» 9 | shark's Point 4 
» -19| St. Paul de Landa”. 
» 27] IntheCongo 
Her Maj ship “Sharpshooter, bia 
jer Majesty’s ship “ . ose a a 
Ticateneal Cielen ivan care: 
manding Dec. 15 | Point Padron 
1861 
Jan.” 15 | Little Fish Bay 





St. Paul de Loanda : 

















Bailed. 
- On what Service employed, and to what time. 
Whither. 
9 | St. Paul de Loanda. 
ae ee ee .| Pat into the Congo for water. 

22 |St.Helena 2. 2) | For provisions and public money. sects aes 
+s] Mar. 4 | River Congo... ...._«..| With provisions, to join “ Archer.” 
ce) TL | Shark’s Point TT) Protecting British interests in the river. 

27| Elephant Bay <2, 5.] To look out for “Nightingale” slaver . se sue neste 


















- » 29 | Tocruze ... on o,| von awe - wee woe oe oe oe a oe 
I 
«| Nov. 17 | Tocruize off the Congo.) ee ose went ate 
si .. «| To ernize between Ambrizette and the Congo, and then proceed to Loanda for 
co 
lc Fish Bay To recruit the health of ship's company, suffering from fever. 
For Elephant’s 
Benguela 
St. Paul de Loanda. 














...] Cruized to the northward, for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 
22] Resumed eruizin 







Sun 








Ped 





With the English brig “ Tremont” in tow 


Cabenda woe os] 


3 To watch the coast. 
7 | To cruize, 
16 | St. Paul de Loanda ««.| To complete with coal. 
20 |... ove on ...| To the northward, to communicate with “ Archer” 


w»| To the southward, with the mail... ae nee ee ee wee 
+=] Stood to the southward, under sail, 
...| To the northward, to join “ Archer, 
we! Cruizing at sea, off the Congo se. ave aerate ee 





...| For a cruize to the northward. 
«| To communicate with * Archer.” 
«| Cruizing until the 17th March, 
«| To complete with coal. 





8 | River Congo... 





24 | ‘To the northward 














» 11 | Off the Congo +0 oof ap Ca es os To eruize between Point Padron and Fonda Bay. 
Mar. 5 | Shark's Pomt, River Congo | Mar. 22 | To ernize oe ows we oe wee ae ae wae 
Apr. 1} Banana ae oe | Apr. 2 | Punta da Lenha To escort a Dutch vessel and three launches. 
4 5 | Entrance of Congo . “ wae Cruzing, 
» 16 | St. Paul de Loanda . oe nes os nn ..{ To cruize between Loango and Ambrizette ... eee in es oe 


Off Point Padron 
Fernando Po... 











Fernando Po . To meet Commodore. 

















.| Between the 29th January and 22nd February the “ Prometheus” was employed 
in the Congo, 


.| The “ Prometheus” was off Elephant Bay on the 17th April, 1861. 


On 24th November, 1860, fell in with “ Archer,” and was taken in tow as far as 


J commanented with the # Archer.” 


.| Called at Prince’s on the 14th, and Annobon on the 17th December, 1860. 


The “ Ranger” was at Fernando Po; met “Sharpshooter,” and received coals. 


Between the 15th and 26th February, 1561, the “ Wrangler” 
in the Congo, protecting British intcreate and property. ™ Sa-enperet 


Completed from 


Provisions “Buffalo” 
“ Wrangler's” movements. 


This is the latest intelligence of 


.| Visited Punta da Lenha on the 26th November, 1860, and Cabenda on the 


Gth December. 


.| Met_“ Wrangler” off oo on the 9th; 10th, communicated with the 


“ Falcon” at Kinsembo. 


.| Between the 8th and 22nd March the “Sharpshooter” was employed up the 


Congo, protecting British interests. 


.| Completed with coals at Loanda. ‘The “Sharpshooter” cruized between Loango 


and Ambrizette until the 19th May, 1861. 


.| Sailed for England, to be paid off. 





“ Arrogant,” St, Thomas, June 10, 1861. 


(Signed) 


W. EDMONSTONE, Commodore and Senior Officer. 
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158 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 216. 
Governor Hill to Commander Smith, December 10, 1860. 
[See Class B, Inclosure 3 in No. 152.) 





Inclosure 4 in No. 216. 
Mr. Harris to Commander Smith, December 2, 1860. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 1 in No. 152.] 





Inclosure 5 in No. 216. 
cast Commander Smith to the President of Liberia, December 16, 1860. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 2 in No. 155.] 





Inclosure 6 in No. 216. 
Mr. Lewis to Commander Smith, December 16, 1860. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 3 in No. 155.] 





Inclosure 7 in No. 216. 
Commander Smith to Mr. Lewis, December 17, 1860. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 4 in No. 155.} 





Inclosure 8 in No. 216. 
Mr. Lewis to Commander Smith, December 17, 1860. 
({Ibid., Inclosure 5 in No. 155.] 





Inclosure 9 in No. 216. 


Libels embodying the grounds of Action on the part of the Commander of the “ Quail” against two Schvoners 
owned by Mr. Harris. 


[Ibid., Inclosure 6 in No. 155.] 





Inclosure 10 in No. 216. 
Commander Smith to Mr. Lewis, December 17, 1860. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 7 in No. 155.] 





Inclosure 11 in No. 216. 
Mr. Lewis to Commander Smith, December 17, 1860. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 8 in No. 155.] 





Inclosure 12 in No. 216. 
Commander Smith to the Governor of Bathurst. 


Sir, _ “Torch,” Bathurst, April 7, 1861. 

IN compliance with your instructions of the 28th ultimo, I beg to inform your Excellency I proceeded up the 
river on the 29th ultimo in company with the “ Dover.” , 

I first despatched Mr. Whiffin, Paymaster of this vessel, in the “ Dover” to Suwarra Cunda Creek,in order 
to carry out your suggestions relative to the King of Jocardoo. ‘ : 

Mr. Whitin rejoimed me in the “ Dover ” the following day off Tankerwall' with the King’s brother, the King 
wis sesvoled x pessending ities Dooia (Mr, William Goddard's trader) to accompan 

vi in i i ey (Mr, William ‘8 tr) to us, we pro- 

ceeded tng the river and a me Farra Fenya Creek, just above Devil’s Point. Here the iepeten, 
Jocardoo, and Brihema Dramey, landed next ‘ating, S8ist ultimo, to go to Indear, in order to bring off the 
head men according to your arrangements, but it was not till the evening of the Ist’ instant that one of them 


~ 
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reappeared, and then with no satisfactory. information as to when the head men were likely to come down, or when 
any portion of the indemnity would be paid. Jocardoo, the one who returned, expressed a wish that we should 
drop down as far as Ballinghoe, Devil's Point, as being a more convenient place for landing for the King’s Town. 
We accordingly did so.the following morning, he having again left!for Indear at daylight. In the course of the day 
about 100 bags of nuts were b t down abreast of the vessel, and the following day also about the same 

uantity ; but I received no answer to my message till noon of the 4th instant, when Jocardoo again returned with 
the news that the head men would meet me on board the following morning, provided I would take the “ Torch” 
down opposite Demisarra Cutta, the nearest landing-place to the King’s Town, about five miles below Devil's Point. 
I was there accordingly the following morning, 5th instant, having left the “ Dover” at Ballinghoe, to guard and 
collect nuts, &c.; when in due time two Chiefs, accompanied by Brikema Dramey and Jocardoo, made their 
appearance on board. 1 opened the palaver by remonstrating with them for keeping me waiting so long, nearly a 
week, and explained to them how displeased your Excellency would be at this want of attention on their part : 
they excused themselves on the plea of the time it took to send to the different towns, and the distance they had to 
come. 

I next proceeded to ra‘ to them the contents of the Treaty of February 26, and the King’s letter to Brihema 
Dramey, and put the ques'iv.: tv them as to how many bullocks were ready to be sent down to Bathurst, and where 
the nuts were that were collected ready for shipment ; from their hesitation it was quite apparent they had made 
little or no preparation for paying up, and after a deal of talk they promised faithfully to make a beginning and to 
have some bullocks ready at Suwarra Cunda shortly. 

I tried to impress upon them the necessity of their exerting themselves and makiag a beginning as early as 
possible, and to send down with all haste to Bathurst as soon as they had collected bullocks and more nuts ; other- 
wise at no great length of time they might again expect to see the white men with their dreaded cannon and rifle 
around the King’s Town, when no mercy would be shown them for their deceitful and faithless policy towards the 
British Government. 

I asked them to send me two Ambassadors by the morrow to accompany me down to Bathurst to explain to 
your Excellency why the bullocks and nuts were not ready. 

The following morning (6th) two messengers came on board to report that our visitors of the previous day 
were all laid up from fatigue and exposure to the sun, and that no Ambassador could accompany me; but they 
informed me bullocks would be collected immediately at Suwarra Cunda Creek, and that two Ambassadors should 
accompany them down to Bathurst when ready. 

aving communicated with the “ Dover,” and requested Mr. Dixon to move down the river and take my 
lace at Demisarra Cutta to guard and collect nuts, &c., I weighed in the evening for Bathurst, and rejoined your 
Exestlency this morning. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. H. SMITH. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 216. 
The Chiefs of the Sherbro to Governor Hill, January 23, 1861. 
[See Class B, Inclosure 3 in No. 158.] 





Inclosure 14 in No. 216. 
The Chief Caulker to Governor Hill, January 24, 1861. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 4 in No. 158.] 





Inclosure 15 in No. 216. 
M. Maurel to the Chief Caulker, January 4, 1861. 
, [Ibid., Inclosure 5 in No. 158.] 





Inclosure 16 in No. 216. 
M. Maurel to the Chief Caulker, January 21, 1861. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 6 in No. 158.] 





Inclosure 17 in No. 216. 
The Chiefs of the Sherbro to M. Maurel, January 16, 1861. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 7 in No. 158.] 





Inclosure 18 in No. 216. 


Acting Consul Hand to Commander Raby. 
Lagos, November 3, 1860. 


Si ‘ 

"' 1 HAVE the honour to report that on m arrival here from Abbeokuta, King Docemo sent his Prime 
Minister to inform me of the message that His Majesty received from his Staff-bearer that attends the market of 
Ikorodu, which was delivered by Kosoko’s messengers as follows :— 
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That he, Kosoko, intends coming to Lagos attended with messsengers from the King of Benin, and that he 
did not wish to come without informing Docemo. < 
In my opinion this message is couched in this way to delude Docemo and myself that it is but a friendly 
yisit ; however, I know to the contrary, on good authority, that his intention is to attack the place. 
‘And I have to request of you to supply me with the rocket-tubes already applied for, also signal- 
ets. 
= From the ineffective state of Her Majesty’s gun-boat “ Brune,” I have the honour to request that the Roads 
may not be left without a man-of-war to render assistance when needed, and I have also to suggest that a gunner 
and a sufficient number of Europeans to work one gun should be lent until the country is in a more settled state, 
as in case of an attack the men on board are comparatively of no use, as, from experience, when firing blank cartridge 
they exhibited great fear. 
. T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY HAND. 








Inclosure 19 in No. 216. 


Lieutenant Bennett to Commodore Edmonstone, December 1, 1860. 
[See ante, Inclosure in No. 180.] 





Inclosure 20 in No. 216. 
Orders addressed by Commander Raby to Lieutenant Bennett, November 14, 1860. 
{ibid., Inclesure 2 in No. 180.} 





Inclosure 21 in No. 216. 
Agreement with the King and Chiefs of Obulambra and Bassambra, signed November 8, 1860. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 3 in No. 180.] 





Inclosure 22 in No. 216. 
Engagement of the Chief of Liambri, November 23, 1860. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 4 in No. 18U.] 





Inclosure 23 in No. 216. 
Declaration of the King of Akedo, November 24, 1860. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 5 in No. 180.) 





Inclosure 24 in No. 216. 
Agreement with the King and Chiefs of Angiama, signed November 27, 1860. 
[Ibid., Inclosure 6 in No. 180.] 





Inclosure 25 in No. 216. 


Report made on the 5th May, 1861, of the Health of the Ship's Company of Her Majesty's ship “ Archer,” 
; then at St. Helena. 
“ Archer,” St. Helena, May 5, 1861. 

IN the months of February and March last, thirty-five cases of bilious remittent fever, of a serious type, 
occurred in this ship, the majority apparently caused by a service of thirty-five days in the River Congo. ‘ 

Four cases, after a short illness, terminated fatally; and in the major part of the others, although the 
symptoms were apparently slight during the pyrexial state, convalescence has been tedious and slow. 

The general health of this ship’s company having been visibly much affected by a long-continued service on 
the West Coast of Africa, and fresh cases of fever of an alarming type occurring daily, in the early part of April 
the ship proceeded to sea, to cruize off and at a distance from the land, without any marked advantage; and after 
coaling and watering at St. Paul’s de Loanda, the ship steamed to the pene and communicated with Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Prometheus” off Elephant Bay. . 

Little or no benefit to the sick arose from the change, and it was deemed advisable that the ship should 
proceed to this island, where we arrived on the 23rd ultimo. Two deaths from fever, after being under treatment 
for the brief periods of five to eight days respectively, occurred during the passage across. 

Six of the worst remaining cases were sent to the hospital of the St. Helena Regiment on arrival, and ten to 
comfortable sick-quarters, where they still remain, visited daily by a Medical Officer of this ship. 

Captain Craufurd, of this ship, had a severe attack during the passage across, and was sent on shore, and his 
convalescence is slow. 
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_ , The sick at sick-quarters, as well as at the Military Hospital, are doing well. Leave has been piven to the 
ship's company, with decided advantage to the major part of the men. 

_ This red Charles West, aged 33, painter, died of acute pleuro-pneumonia, after an illness of seven days, 
which I attribute to drink and dissipation, and the man’s health having been undermined by attacks of coast fever. 

I deem it of the utmost importance towards the re-establishment of the health of this ship’s company, which 

has been so seriously affected by a service of more than two years and a-half on the West Coast of Africa, that 
the ship should remain for a lengthened period of time at this island, and that at the earliest convenient 
opportunity she should be sent to England. : 


pure (Signed WILLM. BANKS FEGEN, Surgeon. 
(Signed) Frep. A. B. Craururp, Guns » Surgeon 





Inclosure 26 in No. 216. 
Captain Barnard, and Messrs. Jenkins, Gimlette, and Clarke, to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Archer,” Ascension, July 5, 1861. 

IN compliance with your order dated the 2nd of July, 1861, ordering us to make inquiry into the present 
state of health of the ship’s company of Her Majesty's ship “ Archer,” we have this day been on board; and after 
most carefully inspecting the officers and crew separately— 

1. It was our unanimous opinion that several of the officers and crew presented a debilitated and anemic 
appearance. 

2. Taking into consideration the recent sickly state of her crew, and the length of time they have been on 
the station—about two and a-half years, we are of opinion that it would not be advisable to send the ship to the 
North Coast of Africa, or the Bights ; but we do not consider that her being employed on the Southern Division 
of the station as a cruizer would be attended with serious consequences. 

3. Further, we cannot take upon ourselves the responsibility of recommending her return to England, on 
account of the debilitated state of her crew. 

We have, &c, 
(Signed) F. L. BARNARD, Captain, H.M.S. “ Meander.” 
JOHN T. JENKINS, Surgeon of Ascension Hospital. 
HART GIMLETTE, M.D., Surgeon, H.M.S. “ Arrogant.” 
W. H. CLARKE, Surgeon, H.M.S. “ Meander.” 





Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Narcissus,” in Simon’s Bay, September 19, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th July, 
1861, with inclosure from the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, signify- 
ing to me the directions of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to ascertain 
all the facts regarding a report that French vessels were again engaged in exporting 
negroes as free labourers from the East Coast of Africa to the French Colonies. 

2. Inreply, I beg you will lay before their Lordships the inclosed four Reports, 
from different sources, named in the margin, which reached me prior to the receipt 
of your letter above mentioned. ; 

3. From these documents it is too painfully evident that a brisk and increasing 
Slave Trade, with all its attendant horrors, has been for some time past carried on 
under the protection of the French Imperial flag, and to which, I enrek to say, the 
small legitimate commerce of the East Coast of Africa is again rapidly yielding. 

4. The manner in which the traffic is conducted by French subjects is so 
clearly shown in the inclosures that further comment is unnecessary. 

5. I feel confident that if foreign Governments did not allow their flags to be 
tarnished by this disgraceful traffic in human flesh, a stop would soon be put to the 
Slave Trade by Her Majesty’s cruizers employed upon that service. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 217. 


Captain De Horsey to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, : “ Brisk,” Pomony Harbour, July 26, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to report for your information that on the 22nd instant I gave chase to a dhow, which 

presently hoisted French colours. : ‘ ead . 
Having come up with her I dropped a boat alongside, and the officer, having obtained epee went on 

board the dhow to make inquiries about a French dhow said to have been wrecked on the coast of Mo! illa. - 
The report of the boarding officer (Lieutenant Adeane) was as follows:—Name of vessel, en 


Crass A. 
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owner, A. N. Bowicier of Mayotta ; colours, French ; tonnage, about 30 tons; from Mohilla, bound to Mayotta ; 
cargo, 93 negroes ; with three white men on board, one of whom was M. Colow, lately Chief of the Police at 
Mayotta, and correct papers duly signed by the Commandant-Supérieur (Governor of Mayotta). 

Of the identity of the French Chief of Police, and that the cargo consisted of pure African negroes, not Comoro 
Islanders, there can be no doubt whatever, as Her Majesty’s Consul, who happened to be on board the “ Brisk,” 
went on board in addition to the boarding officer, and recognized and spoke to the person referred to, M. Colow. 

One of the principal men of Johanna, by name Lidi Drayman, also went on board as interpreter, and certifies, 
as well as Her Majesty's Consul, to the fact of their being simply African negroes. 

The boarding officer, by my orders, clearly explained the reason which induced me to visit the dhow, and that 
it was in nowise to be interpreted as an exercise of authority. 

It was at first my intention to accompany this slave-dhow to Mayotta, and there to lay the facts before the 
Commandant-Supérieur, so that he could not pretend ignorance of the Slave Trade being carried on under his 
authority ; but on mature consideration I desisted from doing so, in order to prevent any mistaken national jealousy 
from construing my proceeding into an act of interference with a vessel sailing under the French flag. 

T have the honour to lay the facts thus fully before your notice because I can hardly think that the Imperial 
Government of France would, if officially informed, suffer this unnatural traffic to be persisted in, and not only 
connived at, but under the very authority of the Governor of Mayotta and its dependencies. 

These negroes, that are constantly being imported to Mayotta, are, every one is well aware, not called slaves, 
but engagés ; but I need not point out that this Slave Trade in dhows is of the worst kind, for the sufferings that 
the poor creatures undergo from scarcity of water and provisions in dhows during calm weather are very great. 

Of the way in which this traffic is carried on there is little or no doubt. The French have agents at Comoro 
and Mohilla who induce Arabs and Johanna men to bring slaves across from the coast at their own risk ; they are 
then transhipped into vessels or dhows under French authority, and openly carried to Mayotta as engagés from 
the Comoro Islands. 

One would think that these facts require only to be made known to the French Imperial Government for the 
Traffic to be stopped, and yet it has continued with impunity for two years and more. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. J. R. DE HORSEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 217. 
Lieutenant Mc Hardy to Captain De Horsey. 
Sir, “ Penguin,” Johanna Roads, June 13, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in consequence of information received from Mr. Sunley, Her Majesty’s 
Consul, having obtained permission from the King of the Island, I sent Lieutenant Buckle to inspect the papers 
of a dhow at anchor in the roads, with French colours, but suspected of having no French papers. I inclose a copy 
of Lieutenant Buckle’s report. 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) J. G. G. Mc HARDY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 217. 
» Lieutenant Buckle to Lieutenant Mc Hardy. 


Sir, “ Penguin,” Johanna Roads, June 12, 1861. 

ACCORDING to your instructions I communicated to the King of Johanna your suspicions respecting the 
dhow at anchor in these roads. The King immediately sent for her Master (an Arab), and on his arrival requested 
me to visit the dhow in his company and satisfy myself that he was entitled to the protection of the French flag, 
which I did. The master willingly produced his papers, an inspection of which satisfied me that he was entitled to 
the protection of the French flag, therefore I offered to make a note on his papers of my visit, but he did not 
wish it, and I again landed him, he not being in the least offended at my requiring his papers. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CLAUDE E. BUCKLE. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 217. 


Dr. Livingstone to Sir G. Grey. 

(Extract.) April 4, 1861. 

YOU remember when every Cape paper contained the great word “ Mazeppa.” From flaring in print she has 
come down to carrying slaves. We found her here with 60 on board, bought at Kilwa (Quiloa) on the East Coast at 
22 dollars per head, then the owner gave 250 dollars to a Chief on Comoro Island to furnish him with certificate 
that the slaves were his own people lent as free emigrants. It is here scarcely thought necessary to conceal the 
nature of these transactions; there is constant intercourse between the islands, and the Chief is rather admired for 
the amount he extracted. But the French Government official is on board, and it is illegal to touch her. What 
did the Emperor mean when he said that he would not have the Slave Trade at any price ? 
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Inclosure 5 in No, 217. 
Commander Stirling to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Wasp,” Simon's Bay, September 18, 1861. 

IN compliance with your memorandum of yesterday’s date, requiring me to state any facts that I am 
acquainted with relative to the engagement of negroes on the East Coast of Africa as free labourers for the French 
Colonies, I have the honour to report to you the following circumstances :— 

On the 6th April, 1861, while at anchor in Her Majesty’s ship under my command at Johanna, a boat arrived 
from a French brigantine, said to be in the offing and in distress. ‘The supercargo, who was in the boat, told the 
following story. His vessel had been lying off Comoro about ten days previously during a fresh breeze, when a 
French brig drifted across her bows, her cable parted, and she was carried out to sea. Since then she had been 
drifted about by light, baffling winds and contrary currents, until her water and provisions were well nigh 
exhausted. She would appear at Johanna as soon as a breeze sprung up; in the meantime he had come to beg 
for a supply of necessaries. He described his vessel to be without boats or anchors, short of provisions, little or 
no water, no casks, and the crew suffering from dysentery, which was the more deplorable as she had on board 
fifty negro labourers, which had been embarked at Comoro for the supply of Nos Beh. Considerations of 
humanity, especially for the helpless Africans, induced me to grant him a supply of bread, rum, and a couple of 
water-casks, all of which he paid for. 

Three days afterwards, when the brigantine herself arrived, her pilot (by name Kalifun?) a native of 
Johanna, declared that the so-called free labourers which she had on board were really slaves; that they were 
Africans of the Macua tribe, and that they been obtained on the mainland (I think at Quiloa) at 25 dollars a 
head ; that then the vessel had called at Comoro, where a bribe of 200 or 300 dollars had induced the Chief to 
give a passport, certifying that the negroes on board were natives of Comoro, and had been engaged there as free 
labourers. 

During the vessel's stay at Johanna several of the negroes attempted to escape; one or two succeeded 
in doing so. This tends to confirm the pilot's statement that the engagement had not been voluntary. 

On the 14th of April the brigantine sailed for Nos Beh, having obtained the requisite supplies. She carried 
a letter-bag for England, which was forwarded from Nos Beh, vid Bourbon. 

The name of the vessel was “ Antankara.” Her owner, M. Daton, was on board; he is a resident at the 
Island of Nos Beh, where Iam informed he possesses a sugar-estate. ‘There was also on board a Government 
officer, as is sisual in vessels employed in this traffic, an officer styled “ Délégué,” whose special duty it is to see 
that the engagement entered into between the master and the labourer is quite voluntary—that no corcion or other 
foul means are used. His name was M. Lenormande: he wore the Legion of Honour, and said he had served as 
non-commissioned officer in the French army during the Crimean war. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. STIRLING. 





No. 218. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” off Cabenda, September 22, 1861. 
IT gives me much pleasure to forward, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a correspondence that has taken place 
between Flag Officer Inman, Ce ananerinedhiol of the United States’ cruizers on 
this station, and Commander Henry James Raby, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
** Alecto,” on the occasion of the Flag Officer's departure from the coast, showing the 
mutual good feeling that has prevailed throughout py = respective squadrons, 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 218. 

Commander Raby to Flag Officer Inman, U.S.N. 
Sir, : « Alecto,” St. Paul de Loanda, July 6, 1861. 
IT is with great pleasure that I beg to tender through you my best thanks to Lieutenant-Commander 
Armstrong, of the United States’ steam-vessel “Sumpter,” for his great kindness in taking a letter to Cabenda 
from me to Commander Bedingfeld, of the ‘‘ Prometheus,” on the 16th ultimo, thus saving me the necessity of 
sending a boat’s crew nearly 100 miles. Such acts of courtesy and kindness must always tend to cement the 
good feeling and cordiality which I trust will always exist between the two services, 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY J. RABY. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 218. 


Flag Officer Inman, U.S.N., to Commander Raby. 


Sir, “ Constellation,” St. Paul de Loanda, July 6, 1861. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of the very acceptable letter which you were pleased to address to me 
on the 6th July. ; . 

I furnished a copy of it to Lieutenant-Commanding Armstrong, commanding the United States’ steamer 
“Sumpter,” who has desired me to make known to you how highly he reciprocates the kindly sentiments which 
prompted your letter. F ; ; . 

You will be pleased to excuse my tardiness in making this reply, which was occasioned by former excessive 
occupation, and after absence from Loanda. . : 

I avail myself of this occasion to request of you, as senior officer commanding Her Majesty’s ships on the 
Southern Division, to convey to Commodore Edmonstone and the Lords of the Admiralty, the pleasurable 
duty which I have lately performed, when reporting to the Navy Department of the United States the harmo- 
nious and efficient co-operation of Her Majesty's ships and those under my command on this coast. 

I desire to name Commander Bedingfeld, commanding Her Majesty’s steamer “ Prometheus,” as one of 
those, among others, who have rendered us valuable assistance; and I have received at various times from 
Captain Crawford, in the “ Archer,’’ as well as others of Her Majesty's Commanders, much useful information, 
kindly attention, and offers of service. 

I am just about to relinquish the command-in-chief of the vessels of the United States on this station, and 
the recollection of my pleasant relations with the officers of Her Majesty will bring i it fais enjoyment. 

am, &c. 
(Signed) WM. INMAN. 





No. 219. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” off Cabenda, September 22, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, copy of a correspondence that has taken place between 
Commander Wildman, of the “ Philomel,” and a Mr. Elkman, agent for a Dutch 
firm in the River Congo, respecting the disposal of eleven negroes, which it appears 
were bought by an assistant of Mr. Elkman’s with goods stolen from his owners. 

As the “ Wrangler ” was going to St. Helena for the refreshment of her crew, 
I took the opportunity of sending these liberated Africans to be delivered over to 
the proper authorities at that island. 

I hope their Lordships will be pleased to approve of what I have done, as also 
of Commander Wildman’s proceedings in the matter. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 219. 
Commander Wildman to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Philomel,” Cabenda, September 20, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a letter from Mr. Elkman, agent to Messrs. Kerdyk and 
Pincoffs, together with my reply thereto, and to request that you will be pleased to give me directions as 
to the disposal of the eleven negroes now on board Her Majesty’s ship under my command. 

I would beg you to draw your attention to the fact of Messrs. Kerdyk and Pincoffs having lost much 
money through the dishonesty of their assistant, and that Mr. Elkman might have disposed of the slaves 
without rendering himself open to the law, and would suggest if there is any bounty for the negroes, that 
it be paid to Messrs. Kerdyk and Pincoffs. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LEVESON WILDMAN. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 219. 


Mr. Elman to Commander Wildman. 
Sir, ‘ Porta da Lenha, September 12, 1861. 
I AM under the necessity of addressing myself to you, and of asking your advice upon a grieving 
occurrence which has just taken place in the factory of Messrs. Kerdyk and Pincoffs here, and feeling 
convinced from the many acts of kindness Her Majesty's officers rendered to my house, I am satisfied you 
will pardon the liberty I now take. 
On my retnrn to this factory, from which I have heen absent for some time upon the business of my 
owners, Messrs. Kerdyk and Pincoffs of Rotterdam, whose agent I am for the present moment on the 
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coast, I learned that one of my asistants, Mr. R. Bucks, had appropriated for his own use goods to a 
considerable amount without my authority, or that of any person in the factory acting for me; and with 
those goods I learned he had bought slaves, the books also of the factory have disappeared, and consequently 
I am at present unable to say to what extent goods have been taken. On my appearance in the factory 
Mr. Bucks was gone away with all his property he had in the house, but by the co-operation of some friends 
and some of the nigger Princes, I succeeded in apprehending him, and recovering his chests, &c. At present 
I have thought proper to put him in irons. I have also recovered eleven slaves belonging to him which he 
bought with the goods belonging to Messrs. Kerdyk and Pincoffs. 

I feel suxscit ts a critical position, not knowing how to dispose of the slaves, and also what I ought to 
do with the culprit, and under these circumstances I venture to draw your assistance, which I trust you will 
afford me. 

Iam, &e. 
(Signed) PHILIP ELKMAN, 
Agent for Messrs. Kerdyk and Pincoffs. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 219. 
Commander Wildman to Mr. Elkman. 


Sir, “ Philomel,” in the River Congo, September 16, 1861. 
IN answer to your letter of the 12th instant, asking my advice concerning the disposal of eleven negroes 
bought by one of your assistants with goods appropriated by him without the permission of the firm, my opinion 
is decidedly that your right and proper course is to liberate the Africans at once. 
If by so doing at this place they would be again liable to capture and sale as slaves, I will receive them on 
board the “ Philomel.” 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) LEVESON WILDMAN. 





No. 220. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ' “ Arrogant,” off Cabenda, Septem/er 22, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter of this day’s date, addressed to Rear- 
Admiral Sir B. Walker, K.C.B., the Commander-in-chief on this station, respecting 
the cession of the Port and Island of Lagos to Her Majesty’s Government, and hope 
the same will meet with their Lordships’ approval. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 220. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir “ Arrogant,” off Cabenda, September 22, 1861. 

: I HAVE the honour to report for your information (what, however, no doubt ere this has been commu- 
nicated to Her Majesty's Government), that Lagos was formally and peaceably taken possession of, and transferred 
to us as a British dependency on the 6th ultimo, in accordance with the Queen’s command, as conveyed in their 
Lordships’ instructions of the 28th June last. ; 

For the immediate details bearing upon this important transaction I beg leave to refer you to an extract from 
Commander Bedingfeld’s report, a copy of which is annexed, where it will be seen how very materially this happy 
result has been obtained, not only from the coolness and good arrangement of Acting Governor McCoskry, bu 
also from the energy and great ability shown by Commander Bedingfeld on the occasion, who from his knowledge 
of African character, and being on the spot, was able to render such valuable assistance at the proper moment. 

It is impossible, for obvious reasons, to estimate too highly the advantages gained to us nationally by the fact 
that Lagos was duly ceded without force or violence, and I trust that the merits of the officer (Coumander 
Bedingfeld) in aiding to settle this matter so satisfactorily will not be overlooked by yourself and the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. F ; ; “ 

The “ Prometheus,” I am rejoiced to say, has apparently received no great damage in crossing the bar, an¢ 
hope she may get out without much sickness or difficulty. By the last accounts the crew were very healthy. In 
the mean time, until a sufficient force of black troops arrives to support the Government, she must remain within 
the bar, Commander Bedingfeld’s presence being very much required at this moment. = 4 

I have only to state, in reference to such force, that I consider a substantial police indispensable under any 


mae I beg to inclose a copy of a letter on the subject which I have received from his Excellenoy 


Governor McCoskry. — 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 220, 
Extract from Report by Commander Bedingfeld. 


July 26. 1°45, anchored off Lagos, received our mails and a requisition from the Consul for my 
co-operation on shore, he having received most important despatches ; also a letter from the Governor of the 
Gold Coast requesting a man-of-war might call occasionally ; made signal to “ Brune” to bring out pilot in the 
morning. 6°18, “ Ranger” anchored and got her mails. 

July 27. 7:30, “ Brune” came out bringing the pilot; they reported a good bar for going in, having had 
nothing less than fifteen feet at dead low water, as they crossed the bar coming out. 8°30, weighed under steam 
to go into the river. 8°45, grounded on the eastern spit as mentioned in separate letter. 9°30, anchored off the 
Consulate at Lagos, “Brune” in company, and communicated with Her Majesty’s Consul: “ Ranger’ left to 
cruize off Popoe, and watch “ African.” 

July 29. Cleared holds to examine ship fore and aft, but could discover very little damage; making about 
nine inches of water in twenty-four hours. Went with Consul to have an interview with King Docemo, informed 
iim that important despatches had arrived from England, and arranged a palaver on board the “ Prometheus” on 
the 30th at noon. 

July 30. Palaver was held at 12°80, the Consul, Interpreter, and the King and Chiefs being present; 
explained to Docemo and his Chiefs that Her Majesty's Government had decided upon the permanent occupation 
of Lagos, allowing him a proper pension ; requested Docemo to sign a Deed of Cession, giving him until Thursday 
to consider and talk it over with his Chiefs. 

July 31. Docemo had a large meeting of his Chiefs during the day ; inspected Her Majesty's ship “ Brune ;" 
directed Lieutenant-Commander Forrest to station and drill his men at the guns, which kas never yet been done ; 
sent Paymaster to arrange his accounts. 

August 1. 1:30, proceeded with the Acting Consul and Interpreter to the King’s house to receive his answer 
to the propositions made to him on the 30th. Docemo declined to sign any paper giving up his country, and 
barely treated Her Majesty's Cousul and myself with respect ; he expressed a doubt that we were empowered to 
make any such proposals, and wished to see a paper signed by all the head men in England. We advised Docemo 
to reconsider the matter before the arrival of the mail, and as there seemed to be considerable excitement in the 
town I warned Docemo and his Chiefs 1 should hold them responsible if any disturbance took place. 

August 2.—Sent Mr. Piper and leadsmen in Mr. McCoskry’s steamer, as she was going over the bar, in 
order that they might sound in and out. At 12, held a meeting of all the Europeans and some native merchants 
at the Consulate, and informed them of the determination of Her Majesty's Government. The announcement was 
received with apparent satisfaction by all the Europeans, but it was not so evident with the Sierra Leone people, 
pea of whom have run themselves considerably in debt, and English law will no doubt be unpleasant 
to them. 

August 3.—Steamers advance; returned with Mr. Piper; they had 15 feet coming over the bar. Docemo 
sent to the Consul that he wished to see him and the European merchants at a palaver, without me. This the 
Acting Consul refused, and informed the King that we were acting in toncert. The merchants all refused to go 
unless I was present. 

August 4.—News arrived that the road to Abbeokuta was open fora short time. Docemo sent to ask all 
the merchants to assemble at his house to hear the Deed of Cession explained by the Acting Consul and myself 
before he signed. 

August 5.—Erected a flag-staff at a convenient place outside the Consulate. 8°30, two of the merchants 
came off to inform me that great excitement prevailed about the King’s quarter, and they heard it was intended to 
create a disturbance, when the lives of those present would not be safe. Some of the Chiels were much opposed 
to the Treaty, as it would take out of their hands the bribes that it was customary for them to get before they 
would allow any natives to approach the King. They also had to be bribed before they would administer justice 
to natives complained of by the white merchants. All this would of course be stopped under English law, and 
therefore they would try their utmost to thwart the cession. 

Under these circumstances, I sent a messenger to the King, to inform him that I should bring a guard of 
Marines to keep order, and that I had made arrangements to act promptly if any disturbance took place. At 12 
sent the Marines in the paddle-box boat reund to the King’s house, sending the Interpreter with them to inform 
the people that they were there to keep order. I then went in the first cutter, with some of the merchants and 
the Acting Consul. 

On arriving at the King’s house the Marines were landed (the boats anchoring off the beach), and drawn up 
outside the house, so that they could not in any way interfere with the palaver, but were uear enough, if wanted. 
I informed the King why I had brought them. He said that none of his Chiefs would dare to molest us, but 
agreed with me that I was justified in taking proper precautions. 

There was an immense concourse of people, and the palaver-house quite full. The Treaty was read over, 
and explained in Portuguese and in the country language. The King wished for two additional clauses, which 
were agreed to. He then promised to sign at the Consulate on the morrow, and that he would be present with 
his Chiefs at the ceremony of hoisting the flag, and taking formal possession. All passed off in an orderly quiet 
way, the King attending us to the beach on leaving. 

Early on the 6th sent circulars to the European and some of the native merchants, to invite them to the 
ceremony of taking possession. A messenger arrived in the morning, to say the King had altered his mind, 
and would not sign; but an hour later he was persuaded to do so, and arrived with all his Chiefs at2r.m. He 
was met at the gate of the Consulate by Mr. Mc Coskry and myself and a guard of honour, an immense number 
of people having collected. After signing he was escorted by us to the flag-staff, all his Chiefs and attendants 
being present. The Proclamation having been read, the Union was hoisted under a salute from the ‘‘ Prome- 
theus " of twenty-one guns, marines presenting arms; the National Anthem was sung by about 300 native 
children, headed by the Rev. Messrs. Maser, Macauley, and Sharp 

We then returned to the Consulate, where the King partook of refreshment, but declined being present at 
the dinner on board the “ Prometheus,” as he could not sit so long. Simultaneously with the flag being hoisted 
at the town another was hoisted at the beach. About forty-four merchants sat down to dinner on the quarter- 
deck of the “* Prometheus.” After the usual loyal toasts, numerous speeches were made by the foreign merchants, 
and other expressions of their satisfaction at the measures of Her Majesty’s Government. I have the honour to 
annex copies of the Treaty and Proclamation. On the following day all was quiet. 

Mr. Me Coskry having called upon me for an opinion of the naval force that will be required to protect 
Lagos in the Lagoon, I sent him a letter a copy of which is annexed. 
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In concluding this letter of proceedings, I regret to have to inform you that the Slave Trade is reviving again with 
new vigour in the Bights. I annex a letter from the Commandant at Accra, addressed to Lieutenant-Commander 
Bennett. The shipment mentioned is no doubt that of the “ African,” and the two vessels the other two 
Americans that were spoken by the barque “ Nova Eiizé.” It is impossible to do anything to check this as long a» 
there is no American man-of-war here, and I trust they will soon send one eff the Volta. 

The “ Ranger” is at present off Jackin, where I heard of slaves collecting, but as soon as she arrives 
(about the 20th) I will send her at once to Ascension. The “ Bloodhound” must go with the mails, &c, to 
Fernando Po, as she has only two days’ coal left. 

You will see by Commander Dovglas’ letter that I cannot expect him just yet. 

I shall not be able to leave this until troops arrice, so that we shall be badly off for cruizers. However, the 
occupation of Lagos, with a proper force on the Lagoon, will do more to suppress the Slave Trade than all the 
ships we could muster along the coast. The news has already spread up the country, and most exaggerated 
accounts as to the size of this ship, and the number of her men and guns. There is every reason to believe, 
however, that had we not acted promptly on this occasion, we should have had a formidable opposition from the 
pea Now the thing is accomplished they are more inclined to take it quietly, but will want watching 
closely. 

Several of the natives left the place, and took their property with them, owing to the Chief’s threats that 
they would fight sooner than give in; but all are now returning, and, with the exception of an occasional fire in 
the town (supposed by some of the residents to be the work of an incendiary, with the hope of the fire spreading 
to the houses of the whites, in which supposition I do not quite agree), all is quiet. 





No. 221. 

Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, “ Arrogant,” off Cabenda, September 22, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of my Lords Commis- 

sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter of to-day’s date to the Commander-in- 

chief on this station, reporting my proceedings up the Congo, and the destruction 

of two native towns, &c., and hope the same will meet with their Lordships’ 
approval. 

T have, &ce. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTON**. 





Inclosure | in No. 221. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


ir, “ Arrogant,” off Cabenda, oo 22, 1861. 
HAVING received a letter from Commander Beamish, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Wrangler,” on the morning 
of the 28th ultimo, of which Inclosure No. 2 is a copy, informing me that the natives at Shark’s Point had 
attacked and destroyed the English schooner “ Shark,’ belonging to Messr. Tobin and Son, of Liverpool, which 
had unfortunately got on shore, I sailed the same afternoon from St. Paul de Loanda for the Congo, leaving 
“ Wrangler” to complete her coal and follow, for the purpose of rendering assistance in the first place to liberate 
the crew of that vessel who were in the hands of the natives, and afterwards of punishing them for their attack on 
British subjects and property. 

2. L arrived the next afternoon in the river, and anchored off Shark’s Point, when I saw the wreck and the 
natives busily engaged in removing portions of her hull and cargo; but as we approached the point they ran into 
the bush. 

3. The next morning at daylight I sent two boats to the French factory at the Bananas, to communicate with 
Mr. Meecham, Messrs. Tobin’s agent. That gentleman returned in the boats to see me, when I was happy to 
learn that he had succeeded in ransoming the men. 

4. After a lengthened discussion with Mr. Meecham, who has been five years in the Congo, and has « con- 
siderable knowledge of the native character, as to the advisability of punishing them, and the most effective way of 
doing so, with as little risk as possible to ourselves, we came to the conclusion, with the advice of Mr. Pignaud, in 
charge of the French Emigration Establishment in the river, that as they had only so recently as May last signed 
an agreement to desist from robbing the launches, &c., on their way to Punta da Lenha, for which all the traders 
in the Congo at the time gave ample compensation; and that to such an extent had they carried on these 
depredations since that it had become scarcely safe to go up or down the river, and that some punishment ought 
to be inflicted on them if possible, the best way being by i as their canoes. and burning any villages that 
were accessible. 

5. I therefore landed with a force the same afternoon (30th August) at Shark’s Point, consisting of all the 
“ Arrogant’s” boats, manned and armed with the Marines, and destroyed several huts «1 canoes, besides 
a number of fishing nets in the neighbourhood, but could see nothing of the natives, who hau tled into the bush. 
After examining some creeks we returned on board at 5°30 P.M. 

6. The next day I proceeded in the galley, accompanied by one of the cutters, to rev«noitre the creeks 
supposed to lead to King Antonio's Town, with the view of discoveriug his town, but did not succeed, and returned 
on Conn, having only destroyed a few canoes. 

7. On Monday, the 2nd of September, we again set out with all the boats as before ; and «fter examining 
some creeks on the south bank of the river, discovered a town, which I afterwards found to be called John Thomas 
Town ; and after having effected a landing, succeeded in driving the inhabitants out, and burning their houses, vc. 

8. The natives made some resistance, and fired into us from the bush as we advanced, with the Marines in 
front as skirmishers, but I am happy to say not a single casualty of any sort occurred to our men. 

9. The town is named after one of the most intelligent and influential men in the river, who, !owever, is 
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looked upon by the European traders as one of the greatest rascals, and was mixed up with the outrage committed 
on Messrs. Tobin's vessel. 

10. The loss sustained in property on this occasion must have been considerable, as several large canoes 
were broken up aud rendered useless. 

11. The boats again started on the 4th, and searched several fresh creeks, but could not find King Antonio's 
Town, which I was very anxious should be destroyed, as he and his men were, without doubt, the greatest culprits 
in the attack on the “¢ Shark,” Mr. Meecham having informed me that the ransom for the prisoners was paid to 
Antonio. At 4:30 we returned on board. 

12. The next day I sent the whaler and third cutter, armed, with Lieutenant Hereford and Mr. Scudamore, 
master, to once more examine certain creeks that we had seen the previous day; and I was happy to find, on their 
return that they had been successful in coming across a large town, the natives having fired on them, but without 
any effect. I determined to punish them, if possible, and accordingly proceeded at 8 a.m. the following morning 
(6th) with a sufficient force, consisting of all the “ Arrogant’s” boats and marines, and I have much pleasure to 
report that we completely destroyed the town, a large one, and property to a very great amount, consisting 
principally in ground nuts and Indian corn in large quantities, made up, evidently, for sale ; also several canoes. 

13. On this occasion I commenced operations by clearing the bush and town by firing some 24-pounder shell 
rockets at about 1,000 yards, and afterwards landed, firing as we went along; by this means we managed to keep 
the natives a good distance off, from which their trade muskets had not the least effect ; our men were consequently 
enabled to set fire to the town in comparative safety to themselves, while, doubtless, the enemy felt the effects of 
our rifles. We returned on board that evening without a single casualty, bringing with us a native flag that was 
hoisted on our approach to the town. 

14. The “ Wrangler” having arrived the previous evening, I sent her up to Bullock Island on the morning 
of the 6th, with orders to harass the natives on every opportunity, by destroying their canoes and such villages as 
could be got at without landing. 

15. Commander Beamish performed this duty to my entire satisfaction, having destroyed fourteen or fifteen 
canoes, but, I regret to say, he had one man killed, and another wounded from the fire of the enemy, while in the 
act of breaking up a canoe close to the mangrove bushes. These are the only casualties that we have met with in 
the whole of our operations up the Congo. 

16. The “ Philomel” relieved the “ Wrangler” on the 8th, and remained up the river till the 20th, where 
she joined me at this anchorage the same evening. Commander Wildman’s proceedings were very satisfactory, 
and he added several more canoes to those already destroyed. 

17. The Congo, | am happy to say, is at present quiet, and it is to be hoped that our proceedings in that 
river, so different to what their former experience led them to expect, will tend to a good result, and establish a 
more lasting peace between the natives and traders. 

18. Ina river like the Congo, where there are so many Chiefs whose influence extends simply over their own 
subjects, being entirely independent of one another, the system of calling for palavers I consider is not only 
attended with great delay, but altogether unsatisfactory, and such delay, I fear, has too often been the cause 
of much sickness amongst our cruizers. 

19. The destruction of two towns situated up winding creeks, and not easy of access, will, I trust, teach them 
that they are not beyond the reach of our boats, even with guns in them; and the loss of between sixty and 
seventy canoes, besides several fishing-nets at Shark’s Point, will, I know, be severely felt. 

20. The natives are perfectly helpless without their canoes, which are made at Cabenda, a distance of about 
forty miles, and cost them 12 dollars each. 

“91. Hitherto it has been customary, when differences have occurred, for the traders to seek terms with these 
people, but I now hope the latter will be the first to wish a conciliation. King Plenty, of Medora Creek, has 
already expressed his wish to open trade with us, and has been permitted to do so on board the “ Philomel ;” no 
doubt his example will be followed by others before long. 

22. I believe the outrage committed on Messrs. Tobin’s schooner was on account of the natives fancying 
that we had broken faith with them by not establishing a factory at Shark’s Point. Something about a factory 
was certainly entered into by Captain Crawford, of the “ Archer,” but it was conditional on the merchants at 
Ponta de Lenha being willing to shift down the river, which I find they are not, or ever were inclined to do. 

24. I beg to point out that King Antonio's town is not marked in its proper place on the chart, and from 
all the information I can gather on the subject [ understand that it is impossible to be got at by our boats. 

25. In concluding this despatch, I beg leave to bring under your favourable notice Lieutenant R. B. Cay, 
senior of the ** Arrogant,” who has on every occasion assisted me with great zeal and ability; also Lieutenants 
Hereford and Huntley, who respectively commanded the launch and pinnace. 

26. Captain McArthur Bond, in command of the detachment, rendered excellent service in clearing the bush 
by his skirmishes, and Dr. Hart Gimlette, M.D., Surgeon, was always present. 

“27. I beg to bring under your favourable notice Mr. Derisl!ey Martin, my Secretary, who accompanied me on 
every occasion; as also to express my entire satisfaction at the cheerful manner in which the seamen and marines 
under my orders conducted themselves throughout the whole of the operations. 

28. It now becomes my pleasing duty to bring to your special notice the good services rendered to Mr. Meecham 
by M. Pignaud, in charge of the French Emigration Depdt at the Bananas, and I respectfully hope you will bring 
the same under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

Such acts are very gratifying to record, and show the friendly feelings that exist, not only in the Congo, but 
between our respective squadrons on the West Coast. 

I am thankful to say that the heaith of the ship’s company has not in any way suffered from our stay 
up the Congo. 

‘Trusting my proceedings will meet your approval, I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 


P.S.—I omitted to mention that on my recent visit to the Congo, I took the opportunity of personally thanking 
M. Pignaud for his services to Mr. Meecham. 
W. E. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 221, 


Commander Beamish to Commodore Edmonstone, 
Sir, “ Wrangler,” at Sea, August 27, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the morning of the 25th instant I fell in with the French gun- 
boat “ La Motte Piquet,” which steamed towards us, and her Commander sent an officer to acquaint me, that on 
the afternoon of the 20th instant, an English schooner had been wrecked on Shark’s Point, at the mouth of the 
Congo. The officer also acquainted me that the natives had attacked the vessel by firing from the shore, and 
subsequently to the escape of the crew had plundered and burnt her. During the night of the 20th a boat was 
washed on shore, with seven men, of whom one was drowned, and six are still missing, and are said to be in the 
hands of the natives somewhere in the interior. 

Immediately on the receipt of this intelligence I proceeded with all speed, and about 8 p.m. on the same day 
anchored in Turtle Cove. Directly we anchored I proceeded in my gig to Shark Point, and through the darkness 
observed the vessel lying on the Point, and the sea breaking over and through her; there were apparently many 
natives on the beach and amongst the trees, for I observed them passing and repassing the fires: they were not 
at the time plundering, as the sea was too high, and from her appearance she was a total wreck and fast going 
to pieces. 

It was impossible to approach her on account of the surf. 

On the following morning, 26th, at daylight, I proceeded to Banaud Point, to the French factory, to 
communicate with Mr. Meecham, who I had heard was the owner of the vessel. 

On arriving at the French factory I saw Mr. Meecham, who corroborated all that I had heard. It would have 
been easy and most desirable to have inflicted immediate and severe punishment upon the natives then at Shark 
Point, but on consideration, and at the express desire of Mr. Meecham, as also the opinion of M. Pignaud, the official 
in charge of the French Emigration Depot, that it was most desirable to ascertain the fact of the existence, on the 
contrary, of the unfortunate men still missing, as also to await the arrival of intelligence expected through the 
medium of a Native Chief from Punta da Lenha, named Chico, who had been employed to treat, if possible, 
with the natives near Shark Point, the scene of the disaster, I took no hostile steps. 

It was the opinion of these gentlemen that the promises of a good ransom for the missing men would, as in 
the case of a Dutchman captured by the same tribe in February last, prove successful in persuading the natives 
to give them up, but that any overt act on my part previously to their surrender would result in the certain death 
of the prisoners. 

Mr. Meecham expected to receive some intelligence about the men on the 27th, or soon afterwards, and was 
of opinion that nothing could be done until he did sc hear. From rumours (not at all to be relied on), it appears 
that the nativesonly acknowledge to having seen three men. Mr. Meecham told me that the vessel was a schooner 
called the “ Shark,” belonging to Messrs. Tobin and Son, of Liverpool, and that he was on board her at the 
time of the occurrence ; as soon as she grounded he hoisted the ensign (union down) to indicate his distress to 
the French authorities at Banaud Point. 

About three-quarters of an hour after she had struck, and while bumping in the suri, the American barque 
* John Gilpin”’ passed close to her but did not offer to render the slightest assistance, an act which all involved in 
the misfortune, as well as the French at Banaud Point, rightly designated as an act of cruel inhumanity. Very 
contrary was the gallant conduct of M. Pignaud and his people, as well as that of Mr. Elkman and his fellow- 
countrymen of the Dutch schooner “Gitana” and “ Lodovick,’’ who promptly proceeded themselves in armed 
boats to lend assistance (there was no man-of-war at Banaud Point). On arriving at the schooner one and all 
worked heartily, and Mr. Meecham and the captain of the “Shark could not find words to express to me 
their gratitude for the gallant exertions of these foreigners. 

They did all in their power by firing at the natives to drive them off, but by the morning of the 21st they had 
collected to the number of 2,000 or 3,000, many of whom were armed, and fired on the vessel; and at daylight, 
all hope being gone (taking advantage of a lull), all, except the boats’ crews washed on shore the previous night, 
made their escape, and ultimately got across to Banaud. Of the men missing, two were Englishmen belonging 
to the ‘‘ Shark,” two coloured men, and two Dutchmen belonging to the “ Gitana” and “ Lodovick.” There is 
also missing a native interpreter belonging to the French, who wag sent over to gain intelligence. 

On the evening of the 22nd the French gun-boat “ La Motte Piquet ” arrived at Banaud, and en the following 
morning proceeded to Shark Point to communicate with the natives, taking Mr. Meecham, Mr. Elkman, and 
M. Pignaud, but they could get nothing out of them, nor would they tell anything about the prisoners, and wished 
to induce them to go into the interior themselves to look for them; they also had the impudence, while the French 
man-of-war boats were on shore, to continue stripping the schooner, and to set her masts on fire. 

The Captain of the “ La Motte Piquet” and the rest deemed it prudent to make no hostile movements, for 
fear of endangering the lives of the captured men. I believe that if there are any prisoners now alive, the offer of 
a ransom will be successful, and that on their delivery nothing but the severest and most prompt punishment to 
every native in the neighbourhood will compel these savages to respect British property and lives. To give an 
idea of the inconceivable treachery of these ruffians, I may state that a large number of those engaged in the 
plundering and probable murder, speak good English, actually hoist a British flag (which I hear they have burnt) 
at Shark Point when men-of-war arrive there, and constantly are in the habit of bringing off provisions to men-of- 
war, and in a general way acting as bum-boats. Doubtless a large amount were fishermen, who locate themselves 
at this season on Shark Point for the purpose of drying fish. ‘There appears to be very little doubt (though no 
proof) that King Antonio, probably the most influential man in the neighbourhood, is deeply involved in the 
matter. 

This man was at a palaver of Chiefs held by Captain Crawford at Shark Point, about five or six months ago. 
Believing, as I do, that the opinion of the gentlemen at Banaud is correct as to the probability of a release by 
ransom, and the certain death that would ensue to the prisoners on the commencement of hostilities, as also the 
delay that must take place before the return of the Chief who has been sent, I proceed immediately to join your 
pendant, and report the circumstances in person. I have brought with me Mr. ea, e- oe of the * Shark.” 

ave, &e. 
(Signed) H. H. BEAMISH. 


Crass A. Z 
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No. 222. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Fernando Po, October 10, 1861. 

IN reference to your letter of the 23rd of March last, addressed to Admiral 
Walker, or the senior officer at Sierra Leone, calling for a report of the extent of 
territory claimed by the Republic of Liberia, I have the honour now to transmit, 
for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a chart 
which I have received from President Benson, through Commander Heneage of the 
“Falcon,” showing the extent of territory claimed by the Liberian Government. 

It will be seen that not only the Gallinas country, but even so far north as the 
Sherbro river, is claimed by them. This is a question of much importance, which 
Her Majesty’s Government should not delay in examining into; also, I think it is 
only justice to Liberia that we should recognize or not, as the case ‘may be, any 
addition of territory which they from time to time acquire, either by deed of cession 
or purchase. 

In my letter dated the 29th of March, 1860, to the Commander-in-chief on this 
station, a copy of which was forwarded for their Lordships’ information, I inclosed 
an extract from a deed giving the Liberian Government a right to the Gallinas; 
and had the long-standing question been decided then, they would have been spared 
the interference of the “Torch” in the case of the Spanish slave-vessel destroyed 
inside the bar. 

The detention of that vessel by the Liberian Government has brought them into 
collision with the Spanish authorities out here, who, it appears, came to hear of the 
occurrence, and sent a gun-boat to Monrovia, and sunk the schooner “ Quail,” it is 
reported, at this island; that, probably, further steps may be taken against Liberia 
for their interference, as they have no Treaty for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade with Spain. Should it, however, be proved that the Gallinas country is really 
a portion of Liberian territory, then they undoubtedly had a right to interfere, and 
the destruction of the “Quail” would be altogether an unjustifiable act. Their 
Lordships will, therefore, observe that this is a question of serious consequence to 
them (Liberian Government), if not to us, and I sincerely trust it may be decided 
before long, and laid down and duly recognized by Her Majesty’s Government. 

It is also of considerable importance to us, as the valuable teak and oak forests 
on the banks of the Bagroo and in the vicinity, and lately examimed by Mr. Mann, 
botanist, are within the territory claimed by Liberia, and so is Bendoo, where I 
sent the “ Falcon ” to hoist the English flag in April Jast, on its having been ceded 
to the Government by the Chief of the Plantains. 

in conclusion, I beg to observe that the Liberian authorities have always been 
anxious to produce documents in support of their claims, and that, in whatever 
direction they have increased their territory, the Slave Trade has altogether 
disappeared. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





No, 223. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


a ‘* Arrogant,” at Prince’s Island, October 28, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the American barque “J. J. Cobb,” 
mentioned in the list of suspected vessels, was boarded by the boats of Her 
Majesty’s ship under my command on the 18th ultimo, to verify her nationality. 
She was found to have an American register, and was, therefore, allowed to 
proceed. 

The information I had previously received respecting this vessel proved to be 
very correct, and I have every reason to believe she is engaged in the Slave Trade. 
I beg to inclose the Boarding Officer’s Report, with the Naval Return. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE., 


Sir 





REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 171 
Inclosure 1 in No. 228. 


Lieutenant Hereford to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Arrogant,” Lat. 5° 15' S., Long. 18° 40’ E., September 18, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, agreeably to your orders, I this day boarded the American 
barque “ J. J. Cobb,” and found her register correct. 

I was informed that the captain was on shore, and did not find one of her crew to be American. I made an 
entry of my visit in a rough log-book ; the vessel’s fair log, by the mate’s account, having been taken ou shore 
by the captain. The mate opened the hatches voluntarily, and made no complaints. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. W. HEREFORD 
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Return of Vessels under foreign Colours Visited. 
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No. 224. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, * Arrogant,” at Prince’s Island, October 30, 1861. 
IN reference to your letter dated the 26th of August, calling for a report of 
the circumstances under which the French vessel ‘‘ La Nouvelle Espérance ” was 
boarded by a boat from the ‘“ Philomel,” I have the honour to transmit, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, Commander Wildman’s 
explanations on the subject ; also the Boarding Officers’ Report. 
I have, &c. 
Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure | in No. 224. 


=." Commander Wildman to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, © Philomel,” Prince's Island, October 30, 1861. 

IN answer to your memorandum dated the 22nd instant, directing me to furnish you with a particular report 
of the circumstances which led to my boarding the French vessel ‘‘ La Nouvelle Espérance.” 

The above-mentioned vessel was fallen in with on the 31st March, 186}, in latitude 10° 11! north, longitude 
16° 32! west, there being at the time little or no wind ; and feeling anxious to know whether the “ Arrogant ” was 
at Sierra Leone, and if the “ Narcissus ” had arrived, as well as to hear any news, I sent Lieutenant Smyth to ask 
the master of the vessel if he would kindly give me any information on the subject. : 

The brig was under sail and never hove-to during the time we were in company. Lieutenant Smyth remained 
on board for upwards of half an hour, whilst the master wrote a letter which he wished taken to Sierre Leone as he 
said he was likely to be a very long time on his passage. 

I beg to inclose Lieutenant Smyth’s report on the occasion of his boarding the vessel. 

I have, ke. 
(Signed) LEVESON WILDMAN. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 224. 


Lieutenant Smyth to Commander Wildman. 


Sir, “ Philomel,”” Prince's Island, October 20, 1861. 

IN compliance with your order to report my proceedings on boarding the French brig “La Nouvelle Espérance™ 
on the 31st of March last, I have the honour to state that the said vessel was not hove-to, and I totally deny 
having searched her in any way, my object in boarding her being to obtain intelligence, which was as follows, viz., 
that the ‘Narcissus’ had left Sierra Leone, and that the French frigate “ Danaé” and gun-boat 
“ Destigne” were lying there. 

Having noted these particulars, together with the name of the vessel, &c., I offered to take any letters from 
his ship to Sierra Leone, and waited until the Captain had written one, thereby detaining the “ Philomel ” for at 
least *half an hour. 

In conclusion I beg to state that I treated the Captain with all possible courtesy, and that he raised no 
objections whatever to my boarding his vessel. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. R, SMYTH. 





No. 225. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, *“ Arrogant,” at Prince’s Island, October 29, 1861. 

IN reference to Admiralty letter dated the 23rd March, 1861, ordering an 
escort for the Niger expedition, I have the honour to state that 1 dispatched the 
“Espoir” on this service, and beg to inclose Commander Douglas’ report of 
proceedings while employed in the Niger. ; 

Although the “Espoir’s” ship’s company have suffered considerably from 
fever consequent on her lengthened stay of eighty-one days in the river, | am happy 
to say she has not had a single fatal case, and is now at Ascension recruiting the 
health of her crew, who are much debilitated. ; PA : 

Commander Douglas deserves great credit for his ability and zeal while 
engaged on this important duty, and I have much pleasure in laying his very able 
Report before you, and have also transmitted a copy for the information of my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 
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I regret that the hostility hitherto shown to the expedition should have mani- 
fested itself so strongly on the present occasion, and I fear that the establishment 
of a friendly commercial intercourse with the natives on the Niger, some of whom 
appear to be no better than perfect savages, will be a work of much greater diffi- 
culty than was at first anticipated, and it can only be carried out by constant 
communication with them, when, no doubt, in course of time they will begin to see 
the advantages of trading directly with us, and also feel the benefits of civiliza- 
tion. 

I now beg to inclose Commander Douglas’ Report on the Slave Trade in this 
river; also = biter forwarding a chart showing the track followed by the “ Espoir ” 
in her ascent up the Niger, and offering some very useful information relative to 
the navigation of that river. 

Trusting that Commander Douglas’ proceedings will meet with your approval, 


have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 225. 


Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Espoir,” off Lagos, October 2, 1861. 

I ARRIVED and anchored off the Nun bar on the evening of the 9th July. At about 9 p.m. a vessel arrived 
and anchored not far from me, this proved to be the ‘ Sunbeam” from Bonny ; the tide being favourable, I followed 
her over the bar the next morning, taking fourteen feet across. I remained a few days at the anchorage inside 

’alm Point, waiting for the ‘‘ Sunbeam ”’ discharging and receiving cargo; this time I employed in getting out 
and leaving on board the hulk all the heavy stores so as to lighten the ship as much as possible. Started for the 
ascent on the morning of July 13, at 9 p.m.; had not got very far before the ship took the ground in Louis 
Creek ; came off the next day at high water, and after some detention from the shoals about Sunday Island, arrived 
at Anjuma on the 17th, and had an interview with the Chiefs and head men; settled one or two little disputes 
that had arisen between the agent in charge of the factory and the native traders, and left again on the 19th 
leaving them apparently well satisfied. This factory is the one that was founded in November 1860 by the 
* Bloodhound ;” since this date there has been a brisk trade in palm oil carried on, and latterly it has increased 
very much. 

” After leaving Anjama no difficulty was encountered on the bar marked in Glover's Chart at the south point 
of Wilberforce island, but just after passing the village Asasi again grounded at the mouth of the Brass Creek ; 
after some trouble got off. In sounding for a channel sufficient water could not be found for the “* Espoir,” thongh 
the Sunbeam " from her light draft of water was able to cross with facility; as the water was now expected to 
rise very rapidly warped close up to the bank in readiness to get over. 

On the 27th July finding the water rising very slowly took advantage of the offer of Captain Walker of the 
services of the * Rainbow” (see Inclosure No. 2), and proceeded to lighten the ship by getting all stores, coals, &c., 
into this vessel and lashing her alongside ; by this means I was able to bring the ship up from twelve fect to ten 
feet ten inches, 

On the 30th July, as a boat was despatched down the river I took the opportunity of writing in hopes of it 
reaching and informing the senior officer of my being detained at this point. 

August 6th, at 11 a.M., hauled and steamed the ship over the bank, and, after picking up anchors and cables, 
steamed up to Ekebre, where I anchored for the night. 

My time at this point was not entirely wasted, as I frequently visited the villages near to me, explaiming to 
them the objects of the ship's visit, and pointed out the advantages to be gained by trade and intercourse with 
foreigners. To this they appeared fully alive, and were most anxious a factory should be placed at their village. 
The Chiefs visited the ships, of which they saw more than they could ever have done before, as on previous 
occasions no vessels have ever remained more than a few hours. 

After having again been on shore for a day, arrived off Kpetema on the 8th August. These villages are 
two on the right and two on the left bank. Without the slightest provocation they fired on the “ Sunbeam” and 
* Rainbow,” coming down the river in November 1859. The four of them might contain about 2,000 inhabitants. 
Having anchored off the largest on the left bank, I sent on shore to call the Chiefs on board. After some hesitation 
they came, and on my questioning them about the attack they flatly denied it. When confronted with Captain 
Walker they began to prevaricate, then wished to go on shore and talk it over, and at length, when I insisted on 
an answer as to their reason for such an unprovoked attack, they all, with one consent, made a rush to the ports 
and jumped overboard, not waiting for their canoes, which were lying alongside. 

One Chief I detained as he was in the act of jumping out of a port. ‘The people who covered the banks not 
fifty yards distant immediately rushed to arms, and I expected them to open fire every minute. The interpreter 
hailed them repeatedly to come off and talk the matter over. This having no effect, 1 sent for the Chief I had 
detained, told him the fact of their not stopping to talk the matter over proved their guilt. I would let him go, 
and if his brother Chiefs did not return and make their people lay down their arms, I must open fire in a quarter of 
an hour. The time having fully expired, the people only increasing in numbers and filling the bush on both sides 
of the town, I at 1°30 p.m. opened fire. After clearing the town, I landed with the boats of the ship, and fired 
the town, I then weighed and dropped down to the lower villages, and destroyed them in the same manner ; 
during which time the natives were keeping up a smart fire from the bush and high grass which surrounded the 
town closely on all sides, unfortunately killing John Clanny, Stoker, and severely wounding Geo. Williams, A.B., who 
died a few days afterwards, In this service I was ably assisted by Mr. Teppett, Gunner, and Mr. Southwick, 
Master's Assistant; also by Mr. Bunn, Assistant Paymaster, and Mr. Slaughter, Assistant Surgeon, who 
volunteered their services in the boats. 

After waiting till dark, not far from the upper village, in hopes of being able to open communication, but no 
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One being seen, I shifted ap a few miles for the night. The next morning (August 9th) arrived off the village of 
Sabogrega ; on nearing this line of villages, which are about a mile and a-half long, a white flag was displayed from 
various points ; these villages also fired on the ships in October and November 1859, killing a mate and a seaman of 
the “ Rainbow.” On my sending on shore, the boat, at first, was not allowed to land: after sending several times, a 
message was sent off “ chat the ships might pass, they would not stop or molest them.” Nothing would induce the 
Chiefs to come off to the ship. 

As I found [ was wasting valuable time in the attempt to open communications with these people, after 
waiting two days I proceeded up the river, deeming the punishment inflicted on the Kpetema villages would be 
sufficient warning to these ; moreover, if I should now attack Sabogrega, I did not know if I might not drive the 
other doubtful villages into hostility, as well as giving them time to band together to attack the ships on their way 
down, which, in the event of the ship having to return with many sick, or getting aground, would not be pleasant, 
as the deep-water passage is close under the bank on which most of the villages are built, and from which they 
look down on the deck of a ship passing. I remained a day off the villages of Oloben and Imblamah. The Chief's 
came off to the “‘ Sunbeam,” and exchanged presents with Captain Walker. Though these villages did not fire in 
1859 their character is doubtful. Owing to this, I took care to inform them, through the Interpreter, that they 
had nothing to fear if they did not molest the ships. The next village called at was Agheir, which fired on the 
“Sunbeam” and “ Rainbow” on the passage up in July 1859, wounding Captain Wild, and again on the 
“ Sunbeam ” coming down in November. These people are a different tribe to those about them, and are reported 
to have emigrated from the Ware branch, and settled in their present position, from which they exact tribute from 
all canoes passing. The Chief made a statement that it was the people of an adjacent village who fired on the ships, 
without his knowledge or consent, for which he had punished them. He promises none of his people should 
offend again, and before I left a law was proclaimed in the village to punish any one who should do so. 

I arrived at Aboh on the 15th August; and in anchoring found that the factory had totally disappeared ; 
this agreed with the report that had reached Captain Walker at Angiama in January. 1 sent on shore to call 
the King on board. Ajie is the present King. ‘The power seems to be divided between him and his brothers 
Akia and Tschukuma, ail sons of the late Obi. Ajie came the first day, and in answer to questions about the 
factory, he stated that it was washed away in October 1860 by the uncommon rise of the river; that Mr. Cole, the 
agent who had been left in charge, was gone to the factory at Onitsha. He declined to answer any further 
questions until Mr. Cole arrived. A boat was accordingly sent from the “Sunbeam” for him. The Chiefs still 
frequented the ships daily, and received presents from Captain Walker, and all stated their intention of coming 
to talk the matter over on Mr. Cole's arrival. On the 19th I sent to tell the Chiefs that I was ready to sce 
them, and that Mr. Cole had arrived. The messenger returned with an answer that I must come to the beach to 
them. On their arrival on the bank I sent to remind them of their promise, as well as of the facts that all 
palavers before had been held on board. They refused to come, and after several messages Ajie sent to say 
that as I had sent for him and would not see him, if I sent again he would not come. On sending this message 
he iminediately returned to the town, accompanied by the Chiefs and their followers, of whom there were several 
hundred, mostly armed. 

I inclose a statement of Mr. Cole’s (Inclosure No. 3) regarding the plunder of the factory, and the 
treatment to which he was subjected. The Chiefs did not give me an opportunity of hearing their side of the 
question. I cannot but think there must have been some provocation given on the part of Mr. Cole, the more so 
as during the residence of another agent (Mr. Lyall) at the Aboh factory, affairs went on much more smoothly. 
They may, perhaps, have been partly induced to go so far as they did from no notice having been taken of the 
attack on the ships in 1859; the natives fancied they had driven us from the river entirely. The accounts of the 
factory were lost by Mr. Cole, who brought forward claims against the Chiefs for various goods ; they again (as 
stated by Mr. Cole) brought counter-claims that the ground had never been paid for, and there were also large 
debts owing to Tschukuma, many of them of long standing. 

Having waited till 3 p.m. on the 20th of August, in hopes of the King coming off, | weighed and 
proceeded up the river, intending again to try and communicate with them on my way down. I did not commu- 
nieate with any towns between Aboh and Onitsha, though most of them are under the influence of Aboh, 
except Midoni Osomari, the town to which Tschukuma’s mother belongs, has been at war with Aboh, but is now 
at peace. The Oko villages are, I believe, the highest point to which the influence of Aboh extends. 

On the 23rd August, arrived and anchored off the Onitsha factory. The agent in charge reported all well, 
though various reports of an intended attack had reached him. The Aboh people had been trying to induce the 
Onitshas to join them in plundering the factory, telling them that no notice had been taken of the doings last year, 
or of the previous at Sabogrega. 

The town of Onitsha is situated in the middle of a thick wood. These people are not a canoe people, 
seldom going on the water. One of their superstitions is that the King shall never see the river; he is 
consequently not allowed to leave his house except on very rare occasions. Another custom or superstition, the 
King never provides any mat or seat for any one native or foreigner visiting him. Since our first intercourse 
with these people in 1857 this has caused a number of disputes ; latterly the King has allowed the Europeans 
visiting him to bring their own chairs. Further, shortly before my visit, the King sent to the factory saying there 
should be no more palaver about seats. On my arrival, I sent to say I intended to visit the King the next day, 
and trusted he would carry out his promise in this matter. The messenger returned with an answer that the King 
would do so. 

The next day, on arriving at his house, I was much surprised to find the King sitting in state, with not a mat 
even prepared for us. 

A few words ensued between the King and myself; so finding my position not very dignified, I turned my 
back on him, and returned on board. 

The next day all the chief men of the town sent to say they would be glad to see me. I accordingly met 
them at the factory. hey appeared sorry for what had taken place, but while they acknowledged it was a most 
foolish custom, regretted theie inability to induce the King to give in. After this I made no attempt to visit the 
King, nor did I hear from him. The Chiefs were most friendly and civil to myself and officers whenever we 
visited the town. 

From the King’s confinemen* to his house he is perfectly ignorant of all affairs outside, and has accordingly 
taken advantage of it when appealed to in any dispute by the agent in charge of the factory, who has consequently 
received no redress. 

Understanding that the state of the country was settled above this point. I did not deem it advisable to risk 
Her Majesty's ship by taking her to the Confluence, I accordingly informed Captain Walker, of the “ Sunbeam,” 
that I would wait his return from that point. I also took advantage of the opportunity to communicate with 
Dr. Baikie, and inform him of my proceedings in the Delta. 

On the 14th September the “ Sunbeam” returned, aad after breaking up the factory T started, in company 
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with her, on the 21st for the descent. Before leaving Onitsha I called the Chiefs, and explained to them that 
the factory was broken up on account of Mr. Laird’s death, but the idea seemed to obtain with them that it 
was owing to the King’s conduct. I have no doubt that if another factory is to be formed here, sooner than lose 
the benefits of our trade, they will concede the question of seats, if desc 

Arriving at Aboh on the afternoon of the 21st, I sent to call on Tschukuma and his brothers. The boat returned 
late in the evening, stating that Ajie and Akia were at Oko, but he (Tschukuma) would come off the next day. 
Because he should have no excuse for not coming, I sent a boat, but now he was sick, and would come the next 
day. I sent again the third time on the 23rd. Mr. Southwick, Master's Assistant, was in the boat—the cutter 
manned by kroomen ; no arms ; the colours flying. After pulling some distance up thie creek, he landed, and walked 
to Tschukuma’s house, some 400 yards from the boat. According to my instructions, he informed Tschukuma I 
had sent a boat for him if he wished to come off, but he refused to do so. 

On Mr. Southwick’s leaving the house, a large number of people had collected outside, who attempted to 
seize him and two of the kroomen who had strayed from the boat. They all, however, reached the bank in safety, 
and shoved off, the natives following him down the bank, but not attempting to fire, though many had arms with 
them. It seemed to have been their object to detain him, if possible. 

I now gave up all hopes of coming to any peaceable arrangement, or recovering any of the British property 
from these people. Even if my instructions had allowed me to do so, I did not feel justified in attacking a large 
town of this sort, of which the lowest estimated population is 8,000. 

I could not approach closer than half-a-mile to the nearest point, while the more distant part is fully two 
miles. Shelling a town of such magnitude, &c., from one gun would have been absurd. I cannot but add 
that this attack on the boat was most unprovoked, and tends to show how little trust should be placed in these 

eople. 
R P Ffaving well considered the subject, and determined not to act myself in the matter, I left the town as soon as 
possible, and proceeded down the river, and the towns I had formerly visited appeared friendly : the natives crowded 
the banks to see the ship, so I did not deem it necessary to again stop. 

The Kpetema villages were rebuilt; the natives were not tobe seen till passing the last village, when a few 
were visible ; but, after the ship had left them a quarter of a mile astern, well out of range, they commenced firing, 
and kept it up for some time. This, I believe, was meant for a defiance or challenge for me to return and fight 
them ; but as they had refrained from actually firing on the ship, I did not molest them. All the so-called hostile 
towns, as well as Imblamah and Oloheir, are, I believe, governed by independent Chiefs, yet at times they act 
together and assist one another. 

I arrived at Angiama on the 24th, and, finding all well, proceeded to the anchorage at the Nun mouth, which 
I reached on the morning of the 25th. The ‘Sunbeam ” arriving next day, after having broken up the Angiama 
factory, I remained at the mouth of the river preparing for sea till the 28th, when the bar being good I crossed at 
high-water. Outside I met the “ Bloodhound,” just arrived with provisions. These I received, and weighed the 
same evening to proceed to Lagos. 

I am happy to state that no deaths from fever occurred during the eighty-one days the “ Espoir” wasin the river. 
The weather was very dry; norain during July and August. The general health of the ship’s company was very 
good for the first thirty days, after which cases of fever appeared, gradually increasing in number till the fifty- 
second day, when a third of the ship’s company were sick. From this time the amount of fever gradually diminished, 
and ague appeared, from which, and the debilitating effects of the fever, many are, and will suffer for some 
time. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 225. 


Commander Douglas to Captain Walker. 


; “ Espotr,” off Asasi, July 24, 1861. 

HAVING found greater difficulty in the ascent of the River Niger than I anticipated, owing to the low state 
of the river and the great draught of the “ Espoir,” I have considered your offer of the gratuitous services of the 
“ Rainbow ” hulk, and thinking the acceptance of her would greatly facilitate the ascent, I hereby request you will 
allow me the use of the “ Rainbow” on the under-mentioned terms. 

In the event of the “ Rainbow ” being totally lost when employed on Her Majesty’s service, all claims on Her 
Majesty's Government for such vessel shall not exceed the sum of 200/. if not returned in like condition to which 
received, excepting all ordinary wear and tear, the claim for remuneration to be in proportion to the injury 
sustained. 

If bee should see fit to allow me the use of the “ Rainbow” on the above terms, you will be pleased to inform 
me, and you are at liberty to proceed in execution of this service as soon as possible. 

In the execution of these orders you will be back to this by at latest the es ee 
am, &c. 


(Signed) | SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 


Sir, 





Inclosure 3 in No. 225. 
Statement by Mr. Cole respecting the Aboh Factory. 
[See Inclosure 2 in No. 226.] 
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Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Espoir,” River Niger, September 26, 1861. 
IN pursuance of Slave Trade Instructions, page 123, Article XXVL I beg to alee the following lnfoemation I 
have obtained from various sources, and also from my own information :— 

1. Aboh_—The Treaty made with Obi, the late King of this town, in 1841, by Captain Trotter, is a perfect 
dead letter. On the visit of Agi (Ajeh), the present King, to the “ Espoir,”” I questioned him as to this Treaty, 
and though he was a party that signed he denied all knowledge of any such Treaty; the native who interpreted 
being Ali Hare, the man who acted as pilot to Captain Trotter, he remembered the ships perfectly. 

2 — of Slaves from Aboh.—I am informed that a large number of slaves are sold down the river from 
Aboh, mostly to the Brass men, who pay for them with guns, rum, and salt; as many as 100 have been sold in 
this manner ina day. I have myself seen canoes going down the river with slaves in irons. If all these slaves 
go down for service in the lower part of the Delta, I cannot say; but I think some must be for export, from the 
fact of gold and silver eoin being seen in possession of the native traders. 

3. That the King of Aboh is willing to sell slaves is proved by the fact of his asking some of the officers of 
this ship who visited him, why it was we did not buy slaves; he was able to fill three ships if we would only 
buy. ‘ 

4. Human sacrifices are carried on to a large extent at Aboh; see Inclosure, copy of a statement made by 
Mr. Cole, the Agent at the Aboh factory. Three slaves also took refuge on board this ship, stating that a priest 
had ordered a sacrifice of five slaves ; two had been killed, and the three in question hearing they were to be the 
next victims, made their escape in the night. 

5. All the Articles of the Treaty with Aboh respecting free trade with surrounding towns have been 
disregarded ; they are, moreover, totally at variance with all the customs of the country, the King not allowing 
any but few of his traders to trade at the factory. When it was in existence the people from the opposite town of 
Endoni were orderd away when attempting to trade. 

6. Onitsha.—No Treaty has been signed by this town, but I think it was as well to state that on the crowning 
of anew King as many as sixty human beings are sacrificed. The spot was pointed out to me by one of the natives, 
who volunteered the statement, which I believe was correct. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 225. 


Statement made by Mr. Cole, Agent in charge of the late Factory at Aboh. 
( Extract.) 

I MAY as well add for your consideration a specimen of Ajie’s brutality. 

One day (the precise date I do not remember) Ajie seized upon one of his slaves, and after torturing him for 
some hours, put him to death in the most barbarous and disgusting manner. He then set the corpse in front of 
my factory as a further proof (for I have had many) of his bloodthirsty propensities. The next morning Ajie sent 
his son under an escort to ask me what I thought of his power. A longer description I am not capable of giving, 
for the murder was perpetrated with the greatest obscenity and barbarity. 


(Signed) WILLIAM COLE. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 225. 


Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


. “ Espoir,” off Layos, October 2, 1861. 
I BEG to forward a chart of the track followed by the “ Espoir” in her ascent of the River Niger as far as 
Onitsha in July, August, and September ; as well as some information as to the navigation of this river. 

2. The tracing has been taken from Lieutenant Glover’s chart, and some of the reaches appear to have been 
rather out of proportion. Many sand-banks are added which appear in the chart with from one to two fathoms of 
water on them, which no doubt they would have if the river was full. 

3. The ascent of the river was made from July 13th to 20th, from river’s mouth to Espoir Reach ; from the 
above reach to Onitsha between the 21st September and the 26th. 

4. During the stay at Onitsha the river was nearly stationary from August 22nd to September 10th, at 
which date it commenced to rise, and in a period of eleven days, up to 21st September, it has risen uine feet. 

5. My observations incline me to think that the river rises gradually from May till the commencement of 
July, when it is nearly at a stand till the end of August, when it again rises, and at the middle of October it 
is supposed to have reached its maximum. ‘This period of about six weeks is without rain, and is, I believe, 
what Mr. May in his chart calls the ‘‘ minimum state of the river between the rains.” 

6. It is, I believe, established that the Tchadda or Binni commences to rise before May, and, according to 
Dr. Barth, vol. v, p. 7, the Kwora was not at its highest till January 12, from which date it commenced to fall. 
The great difference in the time of the rise of these two streams does not seem to agree with the greatest rise of 
the single stream, the Niger. The rise of it may be more dependent on the rain that falls in its vicinity than in 
the waters it receives from its two tributary streams. The rise of the main stream certainly coincides with periods 
of heavy rain about this part. Joint observations in different parts only would prove this. 

7. The height of the water above does not affect the river at the Nun mouth, except that the ebb runs much 
longer, the flood at times being reduced to two hours. Five miles from the mouth the flood will not appear, only 
a rise and fall of water. 

8. The water on the bar is much less than the chart would lead you to believe. Trotter Point open twice its 
own height of Palen Point, leads over in fifteen feet high water. 


Sir 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





Crass A. 2A 
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No. 226. 


Report from Captain Walker, of the Expeditionary Steamer ‘‘ Sunbeam,” giving an Account 
of the Expedition up the River Niger in 1861, and inclosing Journal of Proceedings.— 
(Communicated to Earl Russell by Mr. Hamilton, December 1861.) 





Captain Walker to Mr. A. Hamilton. 


Dear Sir, “ Sunbeam,” off Walker’s Point Factory, River Nun, September 28, 1861. 

I HAVE now the pleasure to inform you of the “ Espoir” and “ Sunbeam’s” safe arrival here on the 25th 
instant, after a most difficult, dangerous, and tedious ascent of the river, and our hasty descent. 

I am glad to inform you that during the seventy-five days we have been up the river neither the “ Espoir” 
nor the “ Sunbeam” have lost any Europeans from sickness; this alone speaks volumes for the future opening of 
this noble river, notwithstanding the failure in realizing my cargo into produce, and the perfect impracticability of 
accomplishing more than one voyage up the river this year, from a combination of circumstances, partly unfore- 
seen and partly that might have been avoided, if a more suitable gun-boat had been sent to escort the “ Sunbeam” 
up the river. 

I will now endeavour to lay before you full particulars of our ascent and descent of the river; my private 
journal, which I send herewith (I particularly request your special perusal of it), recording daily all particulars 
which came under my notice, from the date of our ascent of the river until my arrival here on the 25th of 
September. 

My last letter to you, dated the 29th July, would show you that in consequence of the heavy draft of the 
“Espoir,” one voyage up the river this year would be accomplished with great difficulties, leaving the 
‘“‘Sunbeam’s” collapsed boiler out of the question. I now confirm this statement—that, in consequence of the 
heavy draft of the * Espoir” in delaying our ascent of the river, along with the stiffness of the Commander in 
refusing to listen to my advice, together with the hostility displayed by the natives of the Delta and Aboh, both on 
our ascent and descent, I have been prevented from making more than one voyage up the river, and realizing my 
cargo into produce. I have no hesitation in stating that if my advice had been taken by Commander Douglas, of 
the “ Espoir,” the fifty tons of salt now lying in Bonny, and the fifty bales of cloth I have now in stock, all of 
which could have been réalized into produce up the river, and the Rev. J. C. ‘Taylor and his party safely located 
at Onitsha; showing the bad consequences of sending an unsuitable gun-boat, with an inexperienced Commander, 
more especially one that would not listen to reason. 

I must also state that we have had more difficulties to contend with up the river than we anticipated; the 
water was much lower this year than last, in consequence of no rain—this has been a great drawback to the 
‘‘ Espoir's” heavy draft; besides the natives in the Delta were all hostile, from Kpetema to Aboh. In consequence 
of this hostility, and the unsettled state of nearly the whole river, it was deemed prudent for the “ Espoir" to 
remain up the river to escort the * Sunbeam” down. 

Commander Douglas fixed the 20th of September for descending. I proposed the 28th of September to leave 
Lairdsport, but I might as well have tried to move St. Paul's Church as to alter the date he fixed upon; of course 
this curtailed my trading operations. I will not go into details here, but refer you to my private journal for 
further particulars. I must remark here, that during the seventy-five days’ absence up the river, I had only ten 
days for trading operations at the Confluence, and twenty-one days at Lairdsport, showing you that in so short a 
time I could not possibly dispose of, my cargo, more especially as our absence last year rendered it doubtful to the 
natives whether any ship would visit them this year; they, therefore, had no produce collected, and very little time 
after the ship’s arrival to collect it. 

The Aboh people being hostile with us, were afraid to bring oil to Lairdsport for sale, and stopped their 
neighbours and the Oko people from trading with the factory ; consequently my trading operations have been very 
limited. 

Kpetema villages.—I am sorry to report that the “ Espoir” had two of her white crew shot by the natives of 
these villages, which were destroyed by the “ Espoir” on our ascent of the river ; and upon our descent the houses 
were rebuilt, and immediately the ‘“‘ Sunbeam" and “ Espoir” passed them the villagers fired a volley of musketry, 
and cried out, “Come back and burn our town again,” showing you how little they cared for the destruction of 
their towns, and how little they feared the gun-boat. Every village, from Aboh to Kpetema, were all armed and 
ready to fight, if the gun-boat had attempted to fire coming down; one gun-boat has proved perfectly insufficient 
to put the hostilities down in the Delta. I am very sorry to state that the river is now left in a more unsettled and 
hostile state than kefore our ascent. 

Aboh and Factory.—I am sorry to state that I have not received any compensation for the destruction and 
plundering of Aboh factory. I made a requisition to Commander Douglas, of the “ Espoir,” to call a meeting of 
the King and chief men to investigate the affair, but they refused to come on board, both on our ascent and 
descent, and attempted to seize the “ Espoir’s’’ boat, officer in charge, and crew. The Commander, considering 
the Aboh people to be too powerful for one gun-boat, therefore allowed this insult to the British flag to pass 
unpunished, and steamed away from Aboh as quickly as possible. This, I think, will show you the present hostile 
state of the river. 

Lairdsport Factory (Onitsha).—I am glad to inform you I found the people all well, but destitute of 
provisions and the common necessaries of life. I found 16 tons of oil here; 7 tons I Jeft in 1859, and 9 tons 
purchased since my absence. Mr. ‘Thompson, the manager of the factory, informed me that the natives intended 
to plunder the factory if the ship had not arrived this year. From my arrival this year to the 20th September I 
purchased, 16 tons of oil, making 32 tons in all from Lairdsport. I have broken the factory up,and brought all the 
people down, and produce. 

Lairdstown Factory (Confluence)—I am glad to inform you that I found the people belonging to the 
factory well, and Dr. Baikie and his party also, but, just as I anticipated, starving from want of provisions; this I 
very soon remedied. Iam sorry to report I oniy found 642 Ibs. of ivory, and 238 gallons of shea butter: I 
purchased, during my short stay, 598 lbs. of ivory and 222 gallons of shea butter; if there had been time for me 
to remain here six weeks, I would have sold all my cloth, but unfortunately my time was short. This factory 
I — up, and have brought the people and produce down. Dr. Baikie I left there, with a few Sierra Leone 
people. 

Angiama Factory.—I found 1,237 gallons of oil upon my descent : broke up this factory also; brought the 
people and produce down in the “ Sunbeam.” 
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_ _ Walker's Point Factory.—I keep this open until I sell the 50 tons of salt which are now at Bonny, and I am 
in hopes of disposing of my cloth along with the salt: I shall do my best. I purpose also to pay off my kroomen 
with all cloth and velvet; they want guns and powder, but I have none ; I will have some difficulty in pleasing them ; 
they have been of great service to me. 

“ Ethiope.”—I shall send every man home by this mail-steamer that I can spare, and reduce all possible 
expenses. [am now busy making out peoples’ accounts, and paying off kroomen to go by the mail. 

“ Bessy. — After the departure of this mail I shall tow the “ Bessy" to New Calabar, and shall lose no time 
in winding up all Mr. Laird’s interest here, and bring the “‘ Sunbeam” home under canvas. 

Bills of Exchange and Provisions.—I herewith send you bills of exchange to the amount of 845/. 13s. 9d. 
sterling ; also a duplicate bill of exchange for 9/, 11s. 3d., and a receipt from Dr. W. B. Baikie, to the amount of 
3401. 8s. 8}d., which has been sent overland by Mr. Lyall, whom I left in charge of Lairdstown factory; if 
miscarried, this receipt produced to the Paymaster-General, London, I presume payment will be made to you for 
the value received by Dr. W. B. Baikie in goods from Lairdstown factory, during the years 1859, 1860, and 1861. 
The 845/. 13s. 9d. is for goods and provisions which I have sold to Dr. Baikie, “ Espoir,” and the missionaries. 
I also inclose you two orders, one from Dr. Baikie for a cabin passage for Mr. Dalton, Government officer, and 
four deck-passages from Confluence to the Nun mouth; also one from Mr. Dalton for a cabin-passage from Aboh 
to the Confluence. 

I was instructed to charge for cabin passage up the Niger, 20/., by Mr. Laird. You will arrange about this 
athome. I also inclose you a receipt for goods received by Captain Hoskings, of the hulk “Wm. Money,” to the 
amount of 9/. 6s.; the 16s. which Captain Hoskings has thought proper to deduct from the bill, I do not acknow- 
ledge. When his kroomen were passing coals from the ‘* Lord Dufferin” to the “ Sunbeam,” he was merely doing 
his duty, in 1839, in the ‘« Rainbow ;’ 1 have had to send my kroomen into the “ William Money’s” hold to pass 
coals, and therefore, in that case, might have sent a bill in to the Company for labour, but did not. I also inclose 
you a receipt for goods received by Dr. Baikie. I left the freight to be settled at home. I consider 5 tons’ 
measurement to be right, at 5/. per ton. 

Provisions.—J am sorry to report that I am short of provisions. I have supplied the ‘ Espoir,” and 
Dr. Baikie, missionaries, passengers, and the factory people, which muster strong with my own crew and large staff 
of kroomen. I will get rid of most of them by this mail, and next mail | shall endeavour to pay all off, if possible. 
Mr. Hattersley has drawn from the Brass agents, to supply his own people and Angiama factory during my 
absence, 3 barrels of pork, 1 tierce of beef, 520 Ibs. of bread, 6 cwt. of rice, and 11 ewt. of rice from the 
missionaries, wich I must pay back; at present I am unable, having barely sufficient on board for my own crew. 
I am giving my kroomen bread, having no rice on board. I must have a supply for the passage home, and 
I shail require to draw provisions somewhere to supply my people, before I am in a position to proceed 
home. 

Mr. Wm. Cole, manager of the Aboh factory, who proceeds home by this mail. I inclose you his state- 
ments of the destruction and plundering of the Aboh factory. I send you, herewith, copies of his instructions 
from me, copy of his agreement and account of wages. In consequenee of the King and Chiefs of Aboh refusing 
to come on board the ‘ Espoir” to hold an investigation, | have been unable to learn more, at present, than his 
own statement, having, as he states to me, lost all his books and documents in connection with the factory: it is 
very possible that I may glean something further by the time I reach England; in that case, perhaps, you will 
postpone settling finally with him until my arrival there. 

Mr. C. Watts | am sending home by this mail, specially for refusal of duty, thorough contempt for my 
orders, and a total disregard and indifference for your interests in the Niger. For the refusal of duty you will 
please stop payment of the 5/, per month, which I promised to pay him provided he gave me satisfaction. I 
inclose you copies of his agreements with McGregor Laird and myself; also a letter from me to proceed on shore 
at Lairdsport and assist Mr. Thompson in disposing of the cargo landed there, but he refused, and put my 
authority at defiance ; this being a flat refusal of duty, you will stop the 5/. per month, and the commission on the 
first oil from Angiama, [ a] 1/44 puncheons, which was purchased by myself on board the “ Sunbeam” while he 
was looking after the building of the factory under my orders. I did promise that he should have the benefit of 
this oil in commission, but I think his subsequent bad conduct justifies me in stopping it. Mr. Watts signed the 
«« Sunbeam’s” articles, as well as his private agreement ; he, therefore, was bound to obey my orders independent of 
any other agreement. This gentleman, I am sorry to report, has been a source of great annoyance and anxiety to 
me; he is totally unsuited for this country, and I would strongly recommend, in any future enterprise up the 
Niger, that picked experienced men be sent, not light-headed boys such as Watts and Cole, who go by this mail 
by way of reducing expenses. I shall bring as many home by the “ Sunbeam” as I can; 1 purpose sending 
Mr. Lyall home by next mail. 

Fuel.—I am sorry to report that in consequence of the “ Espoir™ taking the ground so frequently, and 
towing her off with the “ Sunbeam,” I have consumed more fuel than I should have done. I inclose you an 
account, slowing you my expenditure and what remains in stock from the 100 tons received from the ‘* Lord 
Dufferin.” 

I inclose you a list of people which I send home by this mail. I have drawn upon Messrs. Laird, Fletcher, 
and Co., to pay off those whose agreements are for cash, and the kroomen I am paying off with goods. 

I will now reply to letters which I have received here upon my arrival, dated 23rd July, from you; also one 
letter dated 24th iy, with the inclosures, from Messrs. Laird, Fletcher, and Co. I have not received any of the 
articles mentioned iu the bill of lading; everything is lying on board the hulk * William Money.” I beg also to 
acknowledge the receipt of one letter dated 20th August, sizned J. M. Baldwin; also one letter dated 23rd August, 
and an authority to the purser of the mail-steamer dated 24th August, to cash bills for wages, from Messrs. Laird, 
Fletcher, and Co., with bill of lading inclosed for rice, and patent log. . . 

I note in your letter dated the 24th July, that you will instruct me hereafter about the “ Rainbow.” 1 
have received no instructions from you by the “Ethiope,” nor Messrs. Laird, Fletcher, and Co. I am now 
transferring missionary property on board the “Rainbow,” and preparing “ Bessy” to proceed to New 
Calabar. : 

I shall strictly attend to your instructions in bringing Mr. Laird’s interests to an end as quickly as possible. 
I am now busy from morning to night to hasten the final realization of all property in my charge. You instruct 
me to leave at Sierra Leone such goods as I think may sell there, after I have wound up everything in the Niger; 
at present, I am not in a position to say what goods I shall have left, until all the kroomen are paid off, and the 
50 tons of salt now at Bonny realized, and the missionaries supplied with such goods as they require. Mr. Taylor 
and his party have arrived from Bonny in Her Majesty's ship “* Bloodhound,” and as Mr. Crowther has decided 
upon keeping up Angiama station, and building a large station at Akassa, he has promised to draw from me a large 
quantity of goods after the meee of this mail I shall do my best here, and Brass, Bonny, or Fernando Po, in 
getting clear of my goods, and if, after this, I should have any surplus cargo, I shall call at =e 7“ with the 
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“Sunbeam,” and consign them to any person whom you instruct me to deliver them to. The cheapest 
way would be to ship them in the mail-steamer to some persons resident there, but as I have no agent there I 
am at a loss to whom I should consign them, and I think taking the ‘‘ Sunbeam” to Sierra Leone would be a 
most expensive affuir. I trust, before I leave here, you will instruct some person at Sierra Leone to receive any 
goods I may have tosend there. By the next mail, I hope to be in a better position to know what I am likely to 
have left in stock. 

With reference to Mr. Fletcher's letter, Iam sorry that I asked Captain French to deliver my salt off the 
Nun bar; I was under the impression that if Captain Lowry could remain until 10 p.m. of the 25th, and assist me 
with his boats and men, I could see no reason why Captain French should not do the same, and treat me with 
common civility when I go on board of his ship on duty. The Captains of the mails can oblige me if they 
wished to do so, but they seem, in my opinion, to take pleasure in disobliging me. 

I will now conclude, trusting what I have done, under the disadvantageous circumstances in which I have been 
placed, may meet with your approval. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) J. B. WALKER. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 226. 
Abstract of Captain Walker's Journal of the steam-ship “ Sunbeam,” River Nizer. 


Tuesday, July 30, 1861.—THROUGHOUT this day fine weather and cloudy; washed and cleaned the 
decks, &e. Served out quinine to the ship’s company; people employed variously, raised steam and proceeded 
alongside of the “ Espoir,” to tow her across the bank. At 1 p.m., about high water steamed full speed with the 
* Espoir” in tow lashed alongside of the “Sunbeam,” but did not succeed, the * Espoir’s” draft being 11 feet 
aft and 9 feet forward, and only 94 to 10 feet water on the bank ; tugged away for two hours, but did not succeed ; 
cast off and anchored abreast of lier. Engineers condensing water the remainder of the day. Despatched the gig 
with the mails for England for the mouth of the River Nun; thermometer at 6 A.m. 74°, very cold; 8 p.m. 
thermometer 86°, sultry in the shade. Found the tide gauges which I left in the water last night stolen by the 
natives this morning ; made another, and set it again; put a watch on it this time. Lieutenant Glover's chart is 
very mach wrong in this part of the river; he gives 4) fathoms as the minimum depth, when it is only about 
$} to 9 feet from my experience in 1859, in my two ascents of the river in June and July 1859, also the present 
year and date. 

Wednesday, July 31.—Throughout this day fine weather and clear, with pleasant breeze from south-west. 
At 9 a.m., Commander Douglas and the officers of the “ Espoir,” with two armed boats, arrived alongside of the 
* Sunbeam” for the purpose of visiting Ekebre village, being doubtful whether friendly or hostile. At 9°15 a.M., 
weighed, and steamed full speed up the river. At 10°10 a.m., anchored off Ogoobri village, and visited the King 
and chief men. Walked through the village, and afterwards proceeded on board. At 1245 weighed, and 
proceeded towards Ekebre. 1°50 p.m., anchored off Ekebre. After dinner proceeded on shore, and walked 
through the town, The King and chief men visited the ship; Commander Douglas had a long palaver with 
them, and told them he be war king and that I be trade king, and any black man who molests my people when 
trading, he Commander Douglas had come to settle that palaver, and if any town want to war with white man, 
he go war with them; and if any man want to live at peace with white man, we would be friendly also, and trade 
with them. He impressed them with the importance to allow white man ship to pass their village without 
molestation. The King and chief men gave their assent to all the talk palaver, when the conference broke up. 

I instituted inquiries why the natives fired upon the “ Sunbeam ” and “ Rainbow,” but did not sueceed in 
extracting any information about the hostile towns. I have carefully noted this particular, that all the villages we 
have yet visited ignore all knowledge of the hostile towns, and of having any connection with them in any 
respect. 5°20 p.M., weighed anchor and proceeded towards the “ Espoir” below Tuesday Island; saw about 
300 vams at this village, but did not succeed in purchasing any; the owners of them wanted half a barrel of salt 
for seven yams, and refused besides to bring them alongside. Offered half a barrel of powder and half a barrel of 
salt for ten yams, but this was refused. At 6:7 p.m. anchored astern of the “ Espoir,” when her armed boats and 
men left the *‘ Sunbeam,” and proceeded on board the “ Espoir.”’ I find the water in the river has not risen more 
than 2 inches since our first arrival here, which is very unfortunate for me, as the time for disposing of my unsale- 
able cloth will be curtailed considerably, and the three intended voyages up the river this year is becoming very 
doubtful. Iam beginning to think that one voyage will be executed with difficulty, all through the heavy draft 
of the “ Espoir,” and the stupidity of the Commodore in ordering such a heavy-drafted vessel, when the “ Blood- 
hound ™ or the “ Brune,” gun-boats, could have performed the same service. I think this is rather a serious affair 
for the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty's naval forces on the West Coast of Africa, coupled with the failure 
last year. The Government must certainly pay all damages and expenses incurred from such delay as at present. 
The “Sunbeam” has been waiting since the 1Yth instant for the “ Espoir” to proceed up the river, besides the 
consequence attending such delay. If 6,000/. of cargo is to be sacrificed through one man from sheer neglect of 
duty, this man ought to pay the damages. [ consider the Commodore has wilfully neglected his “ in sending 
the “ Espoir” instead of the “ Bloodhound” or the ‘ Brune,” because, as far as I can learn, Sholto Douglas is a 
favourite of the Commodore, and Commander Bennett is not so. If 6,000/. of cargo is to be sacrificed to please 
the whims of this Commodore, it is certainly a very bad case. I have no hesitation in stating that the ‘ Blood- 
hound” was a most suitable ship for this service, and I consider my experience in this river justifies me in 
making this remark, and coming to this couclusion. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c.; served out quinine to 
the people. Thermometer 74° at 6 A.M.: at noon 84° in the shade. The Kroo canoe from the Nun mouth 
arrived alongside of the “ Sunbeam " at 2 p.m. with the ferrules and a letter from Mr. Hattersley and Mr. Morris, 
of Bennett's Port factory; all well at both places. I am glad to note there is no sickness either on board the 
“Espoir” or “Sunbeam,” which is a most fortunate circumstance. I am doing my utmost in forming pleasure 
excursions to keep the Commander and his officers, and men of both ships, cheerful and their minds occupied. 

8 p.m. secured the boats and set the watch as usual ; all guns and fire-arms in good working order ; one gang 
of kroomen cutting firewood in the bush the whole day. Expended one and a quarter tons of fuel in steaming to 
Ekebre. Gave a dinner to the Commander and officers of “Espoir,” and entertained them the remainder of the 
day ; at. 6°30 p.m. they left the “ Sunbeam,” and proceeded on board the “ Espoir.”’ 

Thursday, August 1.—Throughout this day fine weather, with moderate breeze from south-west. 
Washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served out quinine to the people. Kroomen employed cutting and splitting 
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firewood for the furnaces. Two boats and crew employed sounding for deep water, and buoying the channel ; 
found 10 feet 6 inches at high water. Making preparations for towing the “ Espoir ” across the flats ahead of our 
position. Find very little rise in the river, which is most unaccountable at this period of the season. The only 
way which I can account for it is having no rain. : 

Thermometer ranging from 78° to 82° inthe shade. 8 p.M., set the watch and secured the boats. 

Friday, August 2.—Throughout this day fine weather and sultry. Washed and cleaned the decks, 
&c.; served out quinine to the people. Engineers repairing the tubes of the boiler, and putting new ferrules in 
the tubes which I received by this mail. At3 p.m. raised steam and took the “ Espoir” in tow. At 4 P.m., when 
entering the buoyed channel, the “ Espoir” took the ground, and before the hawsers were let yo, the “* Sunbeam ~ 
grounded also ; laid out stern anchor, and hove taut on the cable, and went astern full speed, but did not succeed 
in getting her afloat before the tide commenced to ebb. Secured everything for the night, with orders to have 
steam ready at high water in the morning. At 8 p.m. secured the boats and set the watch, and banked fires for 
the night. Thermometer from 80° to 84° in the shade. The tide rises and ebbs 15 inches here, and spring tides 
about 17 inches ebb and flow. The “ Espoir” and “ Rainbow” lying close to. I am glad to state that there is no 
sickness on board either ship ; all hands well and cheerful, notwithstanding our difficulties and detention here. 

Saturday, August 3.—a.m., fine weather but cloudy. Served out quinine to the people at 5 a.M. 
Commenced heaving on the stern cable and turned astern full speed, to get the ship afloat. Kept heaving and 
turning astern full speed until high water, but did not succeed in floating the ship into the deep. After breakfist 
ran out another chain cable, and secured it toa large tree on shore, and hove it taut. Noon; very cloudy, aid 
inclined to be wet. P.M. Frequent showers of rain, with light variable winds. Secured everything for the after- 
noon tide. Engineers condensing water during the interval between high and low water. At 4 P.M. turned astern 
full speed, and hove upon the stern cable until 7 p.m.. but did not succeed in getting the ship afloat; banked fires 
for the night. Expended 1} tons of fuel for this service to-day; made preparations for lightening ship in the 
morning, At 10 A.M. the gig arrived fromthe Nun Mouth, with a note from Mr. Hattersley ; brought the fishing- 
seine, two turkeys, and two fowls ; found them very acceptable, being out of all fresh provisions, and the natives 
in this locality are terrified at the warlike appearance of the “ Espoir,” therefore they make no visits to the ships 
now ; at first, when we anchored here, they thought the “ Espoir™ was full of salt, but since they have ascertained 
that she is a “ war ship,” not a single visit has been made to either ship, and when any canoes pass by, they 
sneak away to the opposite side of the river. . 

I find the water has ebbed 12 inches and flowed 174 inches from my gauge-pole to day ; the water has risen 
only 5 inches in sixteen days. The season appears to me to be very late. Where we are at anchor now, and 
find only 10 feet of water, Lieutenant Glover's chart shows 4} fathoms in November, showing that charts are 
very poor guides in this river, This river should be surveyed at the lowest ebb, or during the dry season. 
8 p.m. secured the boats and set the watch. ‘Thermometer 80° in the shade. 

Sunday, August 4.—Throughout this day fine weather and clear. At daylight commenced heaving 
upon the stern cable, and discharged fuel to lighten the ship. At 10 a.m., after lightening the ship she floated 
into deep water ; picked up the anchors and raised steam, and proceeded alongside the “ Espoir,’ and lashed the 
“Sunbeam” alongside. Received all the fuel on board; washed the decks, and saw all clear for making a start 
on Monday morning, to cross the shoal with “ Espoir” in tow. I find the water has risen 7} inches snce our 
first arrival here on the 19th July. 8 p.m. set the watch and banked fires for the night, with orders to have good 
steam at 6°30 a.m. In the moining served out quinine to the people; no one on the sick list; remarkable fine 
weather, very little rain, which 1 think accounts for the slow rise of the water in the river. Sounded the shoals 
and found about 10 feet of water in the shoalest part of the flats. Proposed to Commander Douglas the necessity of 
putting his guns on board the “Sunbeam,” and putting the anchors into the long-boat, and chain cable, and 
pntting all his people on board the “Sunbeam” when crossing the shoals, but as usual without any definite result, 
and coolly received. Secured the boats at 8 p.m. 

Monday, August 5.—Vhroughout this day fine weather but cloudy. At 630 a.m. the “Sunbeam” 
weighed anchor, and steamed full speed towards the shoals, with the ** Espoir ” lashed alongside, the water in her 
boilers being blown off to lighten her. When entering the buoved channel leading over the shoals or flats, the 
“ Espoir” grounded aft, when she swung round on her keel, taking the “ Sunbeam” with her; let go the best 
bower anchor, and backed astern into deep water. When backing astern, the iron long-boat’s paimter caugnt the 
propeller, and sunk her [almost instantaneously. Stopped the engines, when the * Espoir” dropped astern ani 
anchored. Sent two boats to grapple for the long-boat when we very fortunately picked her up again, with the 
loss of the rudder and sundry small articles. After breakfast weighed anehor. and steamed across the shoal, 
and anchored immediately the other side of it as a leading mark for the “ Espoir,’ waiimg for the * Espoir” to 
follow. I find the water has risen 2 inches more to-day than vesterday ; making the total rise 9} inches since 
the 19th July, 1861, our first arriva! here. Making preparation for the * Espoir” to make another trial with her 
own steam. I find it not practicable to tow her with the ‘* Sunbeam” in shoal water, and particularly when she 
touches the ground, both ships become unmanageable and damage each other. Sustained slight damage to the 
hull of the “Sunbeam” when the “ Espoir” grounded, and oa Friday the ** Sunbeam” remained aground, and 
had very great difficulties in heaving her off again, a!l through the “ Espoir” taking the ground when the 
“Sunbeam” was towing the “ Espoir” astern, Washed and cleaned the decks, &c.; served out quinine to the 
pecple. Thermometer 80° in the shade. 8 p.m, set the watch for the night, aud secured the boats. No visitors 
from the shore; several canoes passing the ship up and down the river, but they keep the opposite shore when 
passing the ship, and watch their chance in the dusk of the evening. 

Tuesday, August 6.—Throughout this day fine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, &e. Served 
out quinine to the people. About 7°30 a.m. the “Espoir” weighed and steamed towards the shoals. At 
8 a.m. she took the ground. Fastened a hawser to the “ Sunbeam,” and steamed alead with the “ Sunbeam ” to 
tow her over the shoal patch, but did not succeed. About 9 a.m., after heaving upon the hawser, and backing 
astern with the “ Espoir,” she succceded in crossing the shoal patch, but unfortunately she took the ground abreast 
of the creek leading to Brass River. Fastened a hawser to the “ Espoir” and steamed with the * Sunheam” ahead 
to tow her off the ground, but the hawser parted, when the Commander ran out another hawser and kedge 
anchor, and hove upon it, but this failed also; fastened two hawsers to the “Espoir™ and commenced steaming 
with the “ Sunbeam” when the tide twisted the “Sunbeam” across the river towards the shoal, when I let go 
the hawsers and steamed ahead of the “Espoir.” Anchored the “Sunbeam.” Fastened two hawsers again to 
the “ Sunbeam ” and steamed full speed ahead, when she at last floated into deep water. Slipped the *¢ Expoir's” 
bower anchor and cable, and towed her into deep water, when she anchored close to the starboard shore until she 
picked up her anchor and cable, and warp and kedge anchor. Proceeded over the shoal-patch with the “ Sunbeam, 
and towed the “ Rainbow ” alongside of the * Espoir,” and delivered her over to the “ Espoir.” Steamed ahead 
of the “ Espoir,” and anchored until she was ready to proceed. Sent the long-boat and gig well manned to assist 
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the ‘‘ Espoir” in picking up her anchors and cable. By some error in judgment the “ Eepoir” slipped her warp 
and kedge, and after the “ Sunbeam’s ” boats along with “ Espoir's” were grappling for it about three hours, 
failed in getting it. 5°30 p.m. weighed and steamed full speed, the “ Espoir” taking the lead, notwithstanding 
the Commander and myself making arrangements: for the “Sunbeam” to lead the way, so as to keep the 
“ Espoir” afloat, the “Sunbeam” being the lighter drafted ship; but this would not suit the dignity of Her 
Majesty’s officers, In an expedition like this, all such nonsense should be thrown off. Commander Bennett did 
not assume any such airs, and managed his business equally as well as if he did, and, in my opinion, much better. 
At 7 p.m. anchored off Ekebre village astern of the “ Espoir.” 8 p.m. secured the boats and set the watch. 
Gave orders for steam at 5°30 A M.in the morning; banked fires for the night. Received a note from Commander 
Douglas to have steam at 5°45 a.m. Replied to his note. 

Wednesday, August 7.—Throughout’ this day fine weather. At 5°45 a.m. weighed anchor and steamed 
full speed ahead. ‘ Espoir” in company astern, “Sunbeam” leading the way. At 1 p.m. the “ Espoir” 
took the ground abreast of the creek said to communicate with Brass above Tuesday Island, and immediatel 
helow Ekole village. Fastened to the “ Espoir” stream chains and hawsers, and tugged away the whole day with 
the “Sunbeam,” when, after persevering, she floated into deep water at 7 P.M. 8 P.M. set a strict watch, and 
secured the boats. At 4 p.m. observed at Ekole village, with my long and powerful telescope (122. 12s. the cost) 
the villagers walking about with muskets. I think Ekole is a dependency of Kpetema, the hostile villages. I am 
not quite certain, but it being so near the latter, there must be some connection. All fire-arms ready for action, 
both small and iarge. Quinine as usual. Thermometer 82° noon; at 6 A.M. 78°. 

Thursday, August 8.—Throughout fine weather ; at daylight washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served 
out quinine to the people. At 9 a.m. weighed in company with the “ Espoir;” the “ Espoir” taking the lead 
for Kpetema villages. At,10°35 a.m. anchored off Kpetema villages ; these are the villages which fired upon the 
“ Sunbeam ” and * Rainbow " in 1859. Commander Douglas sent a boat on shore, with an interpreter, to inform 
the King that his presence was required on board ; a message was sent off from the King that he would be off as 
soon as he procured a suitable present for the Captain. The boat was again sent to the other two villages to 
eall the Kings and chief men off on board the “ Espoir” for the purpose of making inquiries, and what were their 
reason for attacking the ships in 1859. About 1 p.m. the Kings and chief men arrived on board the * Espoir ;” 
Commander Douglas put the question to the King about firing upon the * Sunbeam " and “ Rainbow ;” but they 
denied having done so, and rese up immediately from their seats, and expressed themselves that they wanted to, 
go on shore, and hold a palaver about what they should say. Orders were given for them to sit down; but they 
would not, and jumped overboard before another word was spoken. Secured one of the Kings ; but afterwards he 
escaped by jumping into the river, and swam ashore. The natives on shore took the alarm, and were running 
about with their gnns and kegs of powder. when the “ Espoir” opened fire upon the starboard village. After 
firing for about half-an-hour, the * Espoir’s” boats were manned, and the houses set on fire; the “ Espoir’’ then 
dropped down and fired into the others, and set them on fire also. Fired from the “ Sunbeam" on the first 
village, after the ‘* Espoir " dropped down to the others, and kept up the fire. I am sorry to report that two 
Europeans were wounded on board the “ Espoir” from stray shots from the natives, who secreted themselves 
amongst the bushes above and immediately below the villages. At 3°10 p.m. weighed anchor and proceeded in 
company with the © Espoir,” and anchored abreast of the upper village opposite Taylor's Creek. Found the 
village deserted, and did not consider it necessary to set this on fire. Made signals for the natives to come off 
and explain our objects, but not a person was seen, At 5°20 p.m. proceeded for Sobagrega. At 6 p.m. anchored 
about one mile below it tor the night. At 8 p.M. set a strict sea watch, with orders to look out for the natives 
firing upon the ship. Secured the boats. Thermometer 6 A.M., 74°; noon, 82°. 

Friday, August 9.—Throughout this day fine weather. At 6 a.m. washed and cleaned the decks, &c. 
Served out quinine to the people. At 7 a.a. the * Espoir’s” boats were manned, and proceeded on a sand-bank 
to bury the man who was shot vesterday by the natives on board the “ Espoir.” At 8:30 a.m. weighed, in 
company with the © Espoir,” and steamed for Sobagrega. At 9°15 A.M. anchored abreast of the village. 
Proceeded on board the “ Espoir” with the interpreter, John Smith, and the Rev. Samuel Crowther. Com- 
mander Douglas manned his gig. and sent on shore, with the interpreter and the gunner in charge, to communicate 
with the King and chief men, and to invite them on board; but [ am sorry to state that the boat returned without 
any satisfactory reply, and the natives appeared all in arms, and beckoned to the people in the boat that they 
would not allow any one to land at this village. The boat was again sent to try to induce the King to come off 
to the ship and explain his reasons for firing upon the “ Sunbeam ” and “ Rainbow ”’ in 1859, killing Mr. Kirk- 
patrick, second officer of the ** Rainbow,” and the Captain's steward of the same; but to no purpose. The boat 
returned with a message from the King that if we sent a boat on shore that he would send a canoe off alongside 
with two men in her: this was done, when the natives were brought on the quarter-deck of the “ Espoir” they 
were asked the reasons why the King did not come off to the ship; the reply to this was, they had a message sent 
up from Kpetema villages yesterday, stating our operations there; and the King, of course, was afraid to come on 
board after yesterday's affair at Kpetema, and the King did not want war, but wanted peace and trade, and that he 
would not fire upon any more ships, whether they did not trade with his people, or stop at the village ; two white 
flags were also hoisted on shcre as signs that they did not want to go and war with us; but we might pass by without any 
molestation in future ; the King’s messenger was told that we wanted the King te tell us this himself. The messenger 
was sent on shore along with the interpreter; the interpreter returned with a message to say that if we sent off a 
thousand times the King would not come off to the ship. The Commander decided to remain all night and 
give them some time to think over the matter, and it was arranged to inform the King in the morning that white 
man’s King sent to know why he fired upon white man's ship. No further communication was made. Noticed 
the nat ves on shore carrying muskets, and evidently prepared to resist an attack ; a number of canoes passed the 
sh’p both up and down the river with powder and muskets in their canoes. The messenger also told us that they 
had removed the children and women into the bush, expecting an attack from us. During this day all hands 
stationed at the guns ready for immediate action. Dined with the Commander, At 8 P.M. hoisted the boats, and 
set the watch; a sea-watch kept, with strict orders to call me upon the least alarm. The other man who was shot 
yesterday through the head very ill, and very little hopes of his recovery, Thermometer in the shade 82°. 
Banked fires for the night. 

Suturday, August 10.—First part cloudy weather, with a dense mist creeping over the land. At daylight 
barricaded the poop with shooks and topgallaut forecastle to protect the men at the guns. The natives appear 
very hostile, all seem bent on resisting an attack upon their town; the ground at the front of their huts is 
covered with muskets and cartridge-pouches, and the stillness which prevails on shore evidently appears that they 
will not suffer their town to be burnt down with impunity. Both sides of the river opposite the ship's position, 
and particularly amongst the long grass, noticed a number of men with muskets walking about. I am afraid that 
the burning of Kpetema villages has not impressed them sufficiently with the importance of our power; however, 
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it remains to be seen. At 8 a.m. Commander Donglas sent a message to inform me that he would we! h and 
proceed up the river. After breakfast prepared for weighing: At 8°40 steamed full speed for the next hostile 
town marked on the chart (Oloberi, Kiamah, and Optolo), At 12°30 p.m. anchored off the village Oloberi. 
Sent a messenger on shore for the King ; but he sent a reply to say he feared to come to the ship, alleging as 
an excuse that he had heard that we invited the Kings of Kpetema village on board, and afterwards made them 
jump overboard, and blow their town down ; but he also said he no fear too much, as he no do bad for white man. 
In order to facilitate the business, I proposed to meet the King at the landing-place, which Commander Douglas 
approved of. Proceeded in my boat and recognized the King, when he immediately shook hands with me, and 
promised to come off to my ship, but he no fit to go on board the devil ship, meaning Her Maijesty’s ship 
“ Espoir,” provided I left a white man on shore; agreed to this and left Mr. Kelly, my second officer, when His 
Majesty came off in a canoe, with six powerful fellows as a body guard, thinking he was not quite safe even in the 
“Sunbeam.” Invited him to eat and drink. When one of the “ Espoir's” boats came alongside the King rushed 
into his canoe before I had time to speak to him, and off he went on shore. After dinner proceeded on shore 
to the landing, when | again persuaded him to come off, which he did. Received a dash from him and the second 
King ; dashed them in return, as per general expense book. I then told the King what Commander Douglas 
instructed me to say to him, which is thus: Sobagrega fired upon the “ Rainbow" in November 1859, and killed 
my nephew and a black boy, a native of Prince’s Island, and that our King send this war ship to settle this 
palaver. And that we remained one “~~ at Sobagrega village; but the King would not come off to the ship, nor 
treat with the Commander of the war ship (‘‘ Espoir”), but sent a very insolent message off to us that we must 
go up the river, and that if we sent on shore a thousand times he the King no fit to come off totheship. Toldthe 
King very plainly that if the King of Sobagrega will not humble himself by paying a fine of twenty puncheons of 
oil, and acknowledge his fault, that them big palaver the war ship go set it by doing the same to Sobagrega as 
as was done to Kpetema. The King immediately agreed to go on shore, and if we stopped here two days be 
fit to settle them palaver. The King proceeded on shore with his retinue, seemingly well pleased. I informed 
Commander Douglas of the results of our interview, when he agreed to remain. Drew fires to save fuel, and 
cleaned the tubes. At 6 p,m. cleared up the decks, and saw all clear for an attack upon the ships; both small 
and large guns loaded. At 8 p.m. secured the boats, and set a strict watch. One officer on the watch, divided 
into three watches. Divided the dash with the Commander, viz., 1 goat and 10 yams. ' Thermometer 80° noon. 
78° at 6 a.M. in the saloon. 

Sunday, August 11.—Throughout this day tine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, &ce. Served ont 
quinine to the people. Nothing particular occurred to-day of any importance concerning Sabogrega. The 
seaman who was shot on board the “ Espoir” at Kpetema villages died this morning. At 5 pM. buried him on 
the opposite shore. At 10 a.m. the Rev. Samuel Crowther performed divine service on board the “ Espoir,” 
attended with part of my people. Commander Douglas sent a message on shore to the King to ask his permission 
to inter the remains of the departed seamen, when the King sent to say that the land belonged to the Commander, 
and might do what he pleased. After the body was buried, the King sent a message off to say that the ground 
in which the corpse was buried did belong to another King, showing very little trust is to be placed in what they 
say. Thermometer 80°. At 8 p.M. secured the boats, and set the night watch. Ilad very little communication 
with the natives, this being the Sabbath-day. 

Monday, August 12.—First part fine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, ke. Served out quinine to 

the people. At 8 A.M. sent the interpreter on shore with a message to the King to know the result of his 
negotiations with the King of Sabogrega. He sent a message to say that the King of Sabogrega would not come 
off to the ship, and when his people fired upon the “ Rainbow” in 1859, he was then absent from the town, aud 
he punished several of his people for doing so, and promised in future not to fire again. If this had been iold us 
by the King himself, it would have shown submission on his part; but as it comes from another King, and no 
reliance to be placed upon his statement, it therefore remains doubtful. The King also sent us a message to 
say if I sent three white men on shore as hostages, he would then visit the “ Espoir.” This, of course, was 
refused, when it was considered that no further information could be obtained from this people. Purchased from 
the people of these villages a quantity of firewood, a few fowls and goats. At 11°50 weighed anchor, and 
proceeded higher up the river. At 240 p.m. anchored for shoal water. p.m. fine weather, but showery. At 
3°45 p.M., after sounding, found a passage in the middle of the river. with 4. 3, and 24 fathoms of water: this is 
abreast or a little below the upper end of Stirling Island. At 5°40 p.m. anchored off the villages of Imblamah 
to communicate with the King. Sent the interpreter on shore with a message to invite the King off to the 
ship upon a friendly visit in the morning. The King consented to visit the “Sunbeam ;” but refused to visit the 
“ Espoir,” alleging as an excuse that he was too old to swim, meaning that he heard how the King of Kpetema 
villages had to swim on shore from that ship. Noticed the white flag flying at all these towns, showing they 
understand the meaning of a flag of truce. ‘The officer in charge of the gig which took the interpreter on shore 
saw several of the inhabitants of the village which we left this morning on shore, showing they all band together 
against a common enemy. At 8 p.m. set the tide-pole ; secured the boats and set the watch. Found the tide- 
pole this morning showed a rise of the river of four inches in eighteen hours. Thermometer 84° at noon in the 
shade. ; 
Tuesday, August 13.—Throughout this day fine weather. At daylight washed and cleaned the decks, and 
served out quinine to the people. At 7 A.M. sent a message on shore to invite the King off to the ship. At 
8 a.m. the King came alongside, but refused to come on board, alleging that he was too old to come up the 
side-ladder. Had a long palaver with him about the towns which fired upon the ships in 1859. He assured 
me that he be proper friend for white man, and he wanted a trading factory in his town, as the Brass trader 
cheated him and his people, and wished sincetely to live on good terms with white men; that his towns did not 
fire upon the ships. Received one boat from him as dash. Dashed him in return. : Purchased a quantity of 
firewood and stock. Asked the King to proceed on board the “ Espoir;” but he positively refused ; took leave 
of him upon friendly terms. At 10°50 a.m. weighed and proceeded up the river. At 3:55 P.M. anchored off 
Agberi villages. Found the town which fired upon the “ Sunbeam” and ‘ Rainbow” in 1859 stockaded and 
warlike in its appearance, and the natives well prepared to resist an attack. Sent a messenger on shore to invite 
the King on board the “ Espoir ;” but he refused. Sent another message to him to know his reasons for firing upon 
the ships in 1859 ; and also to inform him that the * Espoir” was sent by white man’s King to settle that shooting 
palaver upon the “ Rainbow ” and “Sunbeam” in 1859 by his people, and to come on board and deliver this 
message himself. He sent a message off that he would send his son on board if one white man was left as an 
hostage. Commander Douglas agreed to this, and left Mr. Hart, one of his people, on shore, when two Ebo men 
were sent in place of his son: sent them on shore with a message to the King to know the reason why he would 
not send his son, or come himself, after leaving an hostage on shore. The boat returned with the hostage, and 
a message from the King that he would send his son in the morning. 


184 REPORTS FROM NAVAI, OFFICERS. 


Wednesdav, August 14.—Throughout this day fine weather. At 7 a.m. sent John Smith, the interpreter, 
on board the “ Espoir,” at the request of Commander Douglas. At 8 a.m. the interpreter informed me that he 
proceeded on shore with a message to the King of the village which fired upon the “ Sunbeam” and “ Rainbow” 
in 1859. He informed the King if he fired upon another British ship again his town would be burnt down. 
The King replied that he would not fire upon another ship nor boat again, saying that if he did so the gun- 
boat might come and blow the town down, and he begged to be forgiven for his past conduct, and promised 
to be peaceable in future. This message was delivered to the Commander of the “ Espoir.” The King refused 
to send lis sou, or come himself on board, but he sent a small goat and a bunch of plantains as a present: 
sent the dash to the * Espoir.” Received a message from the Commander to prepare for weighing at 8°30 a.m. 
At 855 a.m. proceeded up the river taking the lead with the “Sunbeam,” the “ Espoir” following the 
“Sunbeam.” At 11°30 a.m. anchored immediately below the Warri branch to sound. Proceeded in the boat 
uivself and sounded, to expedite our getting across the flats quickly. Sounded, found a deep water channel. 
Moored the dingy as a buoy, and proceeded over the flats. The “ Espoir's” boat sounding opposite to the deep 
water channel; the Master’s Assistant, who is very expert in finding new channels, but unfortunately they 
peuerally turn out blanks. The “ Espoir” proceeded up about two miles, carrying 3 fathoms, when she 
proceeded about two lengths ahead found only 10 feet. Proceeded with the “Sunbeam” over the flats and 
anchored in deep water to wait for the * Espoir." The Master found it necessary to drop his ship down from 
whence he started, and followed in the * Sunbeam’s"’ track, to his mortification I suppose. If this had not 
occurred so frequently, I should not have taken notice of it, At 2°50 p.m. passed the Warri branch; very 
sultry and light breeze; washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served out quinine to the people. Thermometer 86” 
in the shade. Observed a number of natives opposite Adiano village on the sand-bank, with muskets and 
cutlasses, and jumping about, pointing their muskets towards the ships; but they had the good sense not to fire 
them. Noticed ali the villages which we passed to-day more or less armed, and prepared to defend themselves 
against an attack from us. At 6°47 p.m. anchored below Obi’s farm for the night in seven fathoms water, At 
8 p.m. set the watch, and secured the boats. 

Thursday, August 15.—Throughout this day fine weather with moderate sea-breeze. At 6 A.M. weighed 
anchor and proceeded towards Aboh ; 7 a.m. hazy; 7°3 cleared up again. Washed and cleaned the decks, and 
served out quinine to the people at 9 a.m. Anchored to wait for the “ Espoir ;” 9°20, weighed again in company 
with the * Espoir;” 11°35 a.m., anchored off the late Aboh factory, sent a boat with a message to invite King 
Ajeh on board, Commander Douglas and myself proceeded on shore and did not see a vestige of the factory, found 
several small huts belonging to King Ajel built near the place where the late factory had been; proceeded on 
board again at 3°30 p.m. King Ajeh and his retinue arrived on board the “ Sunbeam,” his brotker Akia proceeded 
on board the * Espoir.”” Opened the interview with Ajeh about the factory ; he informed me the water washed it 
away.in the night when he was at the Conflucnce, and his people took charge of the people at the factory and 
provided for them; this is King Ajei’s tale. At 3 p.m. despatched the cutter well manned and armed with 
Mr. Hunter in charge, and Mr. Waits, to Lairdsport, with letters to Mr. ‘Thompson, Mr. Cole, and Mr. Macauley ; 
instructed Mr. Cole and Mr. Macauley to proceed forthwith to Aboh and explain themselves about the destruction 
of Aboh factory. Dashed King Ajeb and his brother Akiaas a matter of policy until the arrival of Mr. Cole from 
Lairdsport. At 6 pew. the King and his suite left the ship. At S p.m. set the wateh and secured the boats. 
Thermometer So° in the saloon. 

Friday, August 16.—Vhroughout this day fine weather and clear. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c., 
served out quinine to the peojie. At 7 Awa. despatched the gig to invite Tschukuma, the friend of white men, on 
board the * Sunbeam ;” brother to Ajeh and the legitimate King of Aboh, At 9 a.m. Tschukuma arrived alongside 
with his retinue; proceeded on board tue * Espoir” and introduced him to Commander Douglas as the friend to 
white men. Received from him oue letter dated Onitsha, 14th July, 1861, from Mr. Cole stating that King Ajeh 
with his people premeditated an attack upon the * Sunbeam,” and upon my arrival at Aboh to send an escort for 
Mr. Cole now situated at Lairdsport. Received trom Mr. Thompson one letter dated 14th July, 1861, informing 
me of his distress and ill-health, but no deaths had taken place since my departure in November 1859. Received 
two letters from Dr. Baikie addressed to Tschukuma, Prince ef Aboh, purporting his kind and good offices to all 
my people since my absence in 1859, also to pay him all respect due to his station, and reward him for his 
unremitting attention to all my people. Luformed Commander Douglas of the circumstances of the case, and gave 
him the letters addressed to me from Mr. Cole, late agent of Aboh factory, and Mr. Thompson, agent of Lairdsport 
factory, and the two letters from Dr. Baikie addressed to Tschukuma ; treated him to a glass of gin, and his people 
or followers, and showed him all round the ship. I informed ‘{'schukuma that the “ Espoir ” came here to escort 
me, and she was a war ship sent by my King to inquire into the case of plundering and the destruction of the late 
factory at Aboh: he immediately made signs to the effect that that time Mr. Cole go come he go tell all the 
particulars relative tothe factory ; I therefore did not press him further, and directed the conversation to another 
subject. King Ajeh, the usurper to the Throne of Aboh, and he are apparently at variance ; consequently did not 
enter upon the Government of Aboh. Tinvited him on board the “ Sunbeam,” the same time informing him that 
Commander Douglas of the * Espoir did not come to dash him or any one else, therefore he must not be disappointed 
at receiving no dash from him; he immediately consented to this. I find King Ajeh is very much reduced in 
hodily health, and the Surgeon informs me that he is in a rapid consumption ; I am much afraid there will be but 
few to mourn his loss, as he is very unpopular at Aboh, At noon received Tschukuma on board the “ Sunbeam "” 
with all due honours, and treated him to a repast, dashed him and his retinue as per general expense-book ; received 
from him one bullock weighing 192 lbs. and a few yams; received a dash from the Queen, one goat and a few 
yams: he remained on board until sunset, when he lett the ship highly pleased. Sent Mr. Kelly, second officer 
of the “ Rainbow,” on shore to shoot the bullock ; at 8 p.m. returned with the bullock, divided it with the “ Espoir.” 
The officers of the * Espoir ” visited Abo! and were much pleased with the town and the people; Prince Tschu- 
kuma entertained them at his residence. Received no intelligence from Lairdsport yet. The purser employed 
purchasing yams, stock, &c.. brought by the natives for sale; received a dash from Prince Akia, one goat anda 
few yams—Ajeh’s brother who plundered the factory by Mr. Cole's statement, as I am ignorant of the circumstances 
of the case until Mr. Cole's arrival. It is necessary for me to treat all the nobles ot the country with due respect 
until the arrival of my agents from whom I shall have full particulars. Sent the launch with a strong gang of 
kroomen to cut firewood to save coals. Commander Douglas dined with me to day; after dinner visited the 
wooding party on the starboard bank of the river, found the ground thereabouts highly cultivated with yams and 
Indian corn. At 8 p.M. secured the boats and set the watch; fresh and pleasant breeze from the south-west. 
Thermometer 86° in the shade, 96° in the sun. [%eceived on board Tom Lyall, Tschukuma’s slave, whom I sent 
from Angiama with letters from me for Dr. Baikie ; Dr. Baikie did not receive those letters in consequence of the 
bearer being driven back from Iddah by the natives, who appeared to be hostile at that period (March 1861), but 
from what I can gather now the people appear to be peaceable, but for a certainty I cannot affirm yet, No sickness on 
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board either ship, and the weather is very pleasant, and the water is rising rapidly, and the whole appearance of 
the river has entirely changed its aspect for the better. The old site of Aboh factory has entirely changed from a 
plain country to high cliffs; the water has undermined it last year. 

Saturday, August 17.—Throughout this day fine weather. I find by the tide-gauge the water has fallen 
2 inches since our arrival here. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c.; served out quinine to the people ; supplied 
the ‘‘ Espoir” with sundry provisions, as per ledger. One gang of kroomen employed cutting firewood for the 
furnaces ; Mr. Kelly with the gig and crew on shore at Aboh town bringing off the bullocks which Tschukuma 
and King Ajeh dashed to me. Received from Tschukuma two bullocks, and one from Ajeh. His Royal Highness 
King Ajeh visited the ship to day in state in his barge decorated with flags from stem to stern. After breakfast 
he brought 300 yams and 7 goats and 10 fowls for sale; purchased them from him as per general expense-book. 
He also brought sixteen of his wives on board to receive their dash from me; I remonstrated with him about 
having so many wives, but he replied that he got plenty more on shore, these he brought were his principal wives. 
T told him that white men only have one wife, when he assented and replied that was good, but still insisted his 
wives should have their dash; to get rid of them dashed them one i cloth each. Dinner was announced 
when his Highness introduced himself into the saloon to partake of it; he being extremely polite allowed him the 
great privilege of sitting at my private table; after dinner proceeded on deck, when His Majesty informed me that 
he intended to visit the ** Espoir”’ and receive his dash from the Commander ; being tired out with him and his 
retinue, was very glad when he left the ship. I did not introduce the subject respecting the plundering of the 
factory until the arrival of Mr. Cole; Mr. Hunter, second officer in charge of the launch, despatched for Lairdsport 
on the 15th instant for Mr. Cole and Mr. Macauley, not arrived yet. Asia, trader of Aboh, visited the ship and 
dashed me one goat and seven yams; gave him a suitable dash in return. Received a dash from Obe Arissa, 
Tschukuma’s follower and principal confidential ; dashed hin in return as per general expense-book. At 8 P.M. 
set the watch and secured the boats. Thermometer 80° in the shade. 

Sunday, August 18.— Throughout this day fine weather. A.M. washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served 
out quinine to the people at 10 4.m. The Rev. Samuel Crowther performed divine service on board the “ Espoir ;” 
attended with part of my people. Noon calm and sultry weather. At5 p.m. Mr. Hunter, in charge of the cutter, 
returned from Lairdsport with Mr. Cole and Mr. Macauley, and the cooper whom I left at Aboh factory in November 
1859; also Mr. Dalton, assistant to Dr. Baikie, arrived in the cutter; he has been sent down by orders from 
Dr. Baikie to procure provisions for his party at the Confluence, and hearing of my arrival here he took a passage 
down. Questioned Mr. Cole respecting the Aboh factory and the property left under his charge: he commenced 
a long statement of grievances about King Ajeh, Akia, and his people; finding the statement being so lengthy, [ 
proposed to him to write me a correct statement of all his particuiars. Commander Douglas sent to inquire the 
news ; proceeded on board the “ Espoir,” and related all particulars. I am glad to state here that our arrival at 
Aboh has been the means of saving Lairdsport factory from being plundered by the natives. Tuesday, the 20th 
of this month, being a very large market-day, it was previously arranged and preconcerted by both the natives of 
Onitsha and Aboh that if no ships came up to that date, the factory was to be seized and plundered, and the 
ges taken prisoners. 1 learn from Mr. Cole that Dr. Baikie and Mr. Lyall are all well and in pretty good 

ealth, but very siort of supplies ; in short, they are now living upon credit from the inhabitants: prepared a good 
and substantial repast for Mr. Dalton and Mr. Cole, and left them to themselves for the remainder of the evening. 
The officers of the * Espoir” after church service visited Aboh town, 8 P.M. set the night watch and secured 
the boats, Ke. 

Monday, August 19.—a.m. Fine weather and clear. At 6 A.M. washed and cleaned the decks, &c.; served 
out quinine to the people. At7 a.m. despatched the gig with Mr. Kelly, second officer of the “ Rainbow,” in charge 
with the interpreter, Smith, to inform King Ajeh, Prince Tschukuma, and Prince Akia, that their presence was 
wanted on board the “ Espoir"’ to inquire into the destruction and plundering of Aboh factory ; each of them were 
invited on board. Mr. Kelly arrived alongside of the “ Espoir ” with a message from them, stating that they would 
consent only to meet on the beach opposite the ships. At 2°30 p.m. King Ajeh and Prince Tschukuma and Akia 
arrived at their place of appointment opposite the ships ; upon seeing them on shore opposite the ships, Commander 
Douglas sent on baard the “ Sunbeam” for John Smith, the interpreter ; sent him on board the “ ese when the 
Commander sent him in his boat with the gunner to invite His Majesty King Ajeh, Prince Tschukuma, and 
Prince Akia, on board, to inquire into their conduct respecting the late Aboh factory, but their reply to this 
message was that they would not come on board, and we must go on shore to them: to this the Commander sent to 
inform them that he wished them to come off to the ship and hold the investigation ; their reply to this message was as 
the former. Another message was sent to inform them that we would not hold any palaver on shore ; to this message 
King Ajeh replied that he should not come on board, and would proceed to his town, and off they all went in 
their canoes to their town, leaving us in a dilemma. Commander Douglas expressed himself to me that he felt 
himself in a very difficult position what steps to pursue ; that if he shelled the town now upon our ascent the people 
above might band together upon our descent of the river and attack the ship ; he thought upon his descent of the river 
would be the best time to call them to account for their daring and outrageous conduct towards my people and the 
plundering of the factory. 1 agreed that upon our descent of the river would be the most judicious course to pursue, 
but to leave these people without inflicting punishment upon them would lower the prestige of white men, and 
embolden them to future acts of aggression upon Europeans stationed in the river, and would have a most prejudicial 
effect upon the opening up of the river at a future period ; in short, my firm belief is, it would not be safe for any 
European to be left here, or any part of the river again, if these Aboh people are allowed for this grave offence to 
pass with impunity. Commander Douglas left the * Sunbeam” at 6 P.M. to consider over the matter, when he 
should inform me in the morning what steps he would pursue. Mr. Cole writing out a statement of the facts of 
the proceedings of the Aboh people towards him since my absence in 1859; also a statement of the plundering of 
the factory by Prince Akia and his slaves, with all particulars for the information of Sholto Douglas, Commander 
of Her Majesty’s ship “ Espoir.” Noon sultry. p.M. inclined to rain. 8 p.m. set the watch and hoisted the boats 
up. I find by the gauge-pole to-day the water has fallen one inch in the last twenty-four hours. 

Tuesday, August 20,—Throughout the day fine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served out 
quinine to the people. No visitors to day, and I am afraid we shall get none, as King Ajeh and Prince Akia begin 
to feel the full force of their guilt, and their bad conduct to the people left in charge of the Aboh factory. After 
breakfast proceeded on board the “ Espoir ” to offer my advice to the Commander respecting King Ajeh, Prince 
Tschukuma, and Prince Akia. I told him, as Dr. Baikie and Mr. Lyall had been in communication with the Aboh 
factory, and they seem to know all the occurrences at Aboh factory since my departure in November 1859, from 
letters which I have seen from Dr. Baikie, that it was better to settle the palaver upon our descent of the river; to 
this proposition he at once agreed. Ordered steam for 3 p.m. Noon very sultry; still no visitors from the 
shore, and very few canoes plying the river. I must confess that the Aboh people’s conduct respecting the 
plundering of the Aboh factory is monstrous, and must be punished if the riyer is to be opened up if ia affair 
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goes unpunished, white men may bid adieu to the Niger river, for they will not scruple to shed blood next. It 
becomes my duty to remark for the future benefit of the river that one gun-boat-is most undoubtedly not sufficient 
to keep the natives in order, nor punish them. when necessity calls forth ; I question if two would be sufficient: a 
display of force must be at! to the river until the is thoroughly established. Ifthe Government will 
not grant this force I would strongly recommend prudent merchants not to embark their capital in the Niger river. 
At 3 p.m. started for Lairdsport with the “ Espoir” in company, taking the lead. At 6°40 P.M. anchored for the 
night half-way between Nidoni and Green Island; sent the people to supper. At 8 p.m. Prince Tschukuma, the 
only friend to white men that Aboh town can boast of, arrived alongside of the “ Sunbeam” for the purpose of 
saluting me, and I suppose the true object of his late visit is to see liow we feel upon their non-arrival on board 
yesterday to settle the palaver about the Aboh factory. Invited him on board to allow him to explain himself why 
he did not come on board when sent for, being white man’s friend; he immediatel = that King Ajeh and 
Prince Akia would not allow him. Sent a message to Commander Douglas to say Tse ukuma was on board the 
‘* Sunbeam ;” he came on board and questioned Tschukuma and told him that upon the ship's return from the 
Coufluence he hoped that his influence with the Aboh people there would be a settlement of the Aboh factory 
occurrences ; to this he replied that he would do so. If he did not do so Commander Douglas told him that he 
must tell our Queen, and they would be declared enemies to Great Britain ; he replied to this that he go set this 
palaver, and he said the reason King Ajeh and Prince Akia would not come on board to settle the factory palaver 
was, they knew they had done wrong and were afraid; a full confession this is of their guilt. Treated him and his 
people to a glass of grog and some bread and beef, shook hands with the old gentleman when he left the ship, 
apparently very much alarmed that Aboh go lose white man’s friendship for ever. Thermometer in the saloon 86°.” 
8 Com set the watch and secured the boats. One of the kroomen fell overboard and was drowned, belonging to the 
“ Espoir.” 

Wednesday, August 21.—Throughout this day, sultry weather, with light breezes. Washed and cleaned the 
decks, &c. Served out quinine to the people at 7°30 a.m. After sounding with the boats for a deep-water passage, 
started for Lairdsport full speed. ‘Turned the engines astern, when suddenly the ship struck a snag beneath the 
water, and stopped the engines by the concussion. Anchored to ascertain the damage. Found one of the blades 
of the propeller broken, six inches, as if it had been chipped off; found no other damage. The Chief Engineer 
reported that the stern-pipe was getting hot, which it never did before ; he thinks the shaft has got a slight bend. 
Filled the compartment with cold water until it worked itself down to its proper bearings. Weighed, and proceeded 
again in company with the “ Espoir,” the “Sunbeam” leading the way. At 6°45 p.m. anchored about seven miles 
below the Oko villages for the night. Mr. Gray, the Chief Engineer, met with a severe accident when trying to 
turn the engines over the centre ; the crow-bar struck him upon the head suddenly, and knocked him insensible. 
The Surgeon was immediately in attendance, when the wound was dressed and every attention paid him. At 
8 p.m. set the night-watch and secured the boats; thermometer in the saloon 84°. r. Dalton, Mr. Cole, one 
cooper, and Mr. Macaulay, on ship's provisions. Supplied the Commander and wardroom mess with fresh 
mutton. 

Thursday, August 22.—Throughout this day fine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, ke. Served out 
quinine to the people. At 7:30 a.m. weighed, and proceeded towards Lairdsport, the “ Espoir” in company, the 
“Sunbeam ” leading the way. Noon, anchored off Lairdsport aud fired a salute of six guns. Mr. ‘Thompson 
returned the salute. The “Espoir” also saluted the factory. Moored the ships sage of the wharf, and 
commenced landing shooks and hoops. Found Mr. Thompson well, and the factory much improved in buildings 
and stores, and a mud-wall built round the factory inclosing the stores. Commenced taking stock of goods on 
hand at the factory. I find twenty-one puncheons of a, Be oil in the oil-store ready for shipment. Making 
preparations for landing cargo. Informed the natives to bring their palm oil to the factory for sale. Commander 
Tscrmles, with his officers, visited the Mission Station; myself busy at the factory, and preparing to open trade. 
I informed the King that we intended visiting His Highness to-morrow, for the purpose of saluting His Majesty 
and settling all differences between my people and his people. 8 P.M., set the watch and secured the boats. 
ee Langley, with his family, left the ship to-day for the Mission Station; provisioned them to this date since 
their arrival. 

Friday, August 23.—a.M., fine weather and cloudy, inclined to rain. 6 A.M. washed and cleaned the 
decks, &c. Served out quinine to the people. Employed throughout this day landing cargo and storing it in the 
factory. Coopers making up puncheons; carpenters repairing the boats. At 10 a.m. the Commander of the 
“Espoir,” with an escort of marines, and his officers, arrived on the beach; accompanied them to the King’s 
Palace. After reaching the Palace the King refused to give the Commander a chair or stool of any description to 
sit upon. On this refusal the Commander Tone indignant at the King asking him to sit upon the ground, while 
he (the King) was sitting upon the Throne in great state. The King was told, unless seats were given to the 
Europeans to sit upon, he should not treat with him, but return on board. The King still persisted in refusing, 
when the Commander left the place and proceeded on board; accompanied him. p.M., light showers; every 
appearance of rain. Thermometer, at 6 A.M., 76°; noon, 84°. At 4 p.m. the boat belonging to Lairdstown 
factory arrived alongside of the “‘ Sunbeam” with letters from Dr. Baikie and Mr. Lyall. From letters received, 
all at the Confluence are well. Set the tide-pole. Mr.Gray improving, but still unable to walk about; under 
medical treatment. 8 P.M., set the watch and secured the boats. No trade commenced to-day. The chair affair 
with the King will not improve my trade until it blows off. The King is afraid that the war-ship has come to 
make war upon him, theraloes it will take a day or two to remove this impression. 

Saturday, August 24.—Throughout this day, fine weather. 6 a.m., washed and cleaned the decks, cabins, &e. 
Served out quinine to the people. e officers and crew employed throughout this day breaking out cargo and 
landing it at the factory, and storing the same. Myself and clerk employed making out the invoice of cargo for 
Lairdsport, and writing out instructions to Mr. Thompson, manager of this factory. I received a note from Sholto 
Douglas, Commander of the “Espoir.” I am sorry to say the purport of the letter displayed a great want of 
common sense, and a great amount of pride and ignorance on his part; in short, I had a better opinion of him till 
now. Iam also very sorry to have to write the following remarks, which is thus: because the = of Onitsha 
will not violate a very old custom by giving the Commander and white men chairs to sit upon when jn his presence, 
he (the Commander) will not allow me to dash the King and Chiefs, and tells me that, if the King is not very 
civil, he (the Commander) will stop trade. I do hereby testify that, if I do not realize the cargo which I now 
land, I certainly hold Commander Douglas responsible for the consequence. It is customary to call the King and 
Chief men of this town, upon my arrival, to salute each other, and to receive friendly presents and settle trade 
matters with them. I oo doing this yesterday, but was deterred from this by receivin this note, requesting 
me to give no dash to the ing until he built another throne, as high as the King’s, for his Nobleness to sit upon ; 
it also intimated to me that he would inform me officially when he should descend the river; not asking my 
advice, but he would “inform.” I must confess I was a little surprised at this, after waiting so long for the 
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“Espoir” in the Delta; and he says he thinks the 20th ber he will start for the mouth of the Nun, leaving 
me no time to trade my goods off, besides putting the Onitsha people in a state of fear and trembling, and stopping 
my trade by his extravagant ideas, on board the “ Espoir” in rep!y to his note, but received no © 


satisfactory answer. Mr. Dalton on board the hog poh and some remarks have been made to him (the 
Commander) which has changed him considerably. 1 am very sorry Commander Bennett was not sent up this 
season, as he would have been a more suitable man for this service ; in short, it is to be regretted, in my opinion. 
P.M., set the watch and secured the boats. Thermometer 76°; noon, 84°. 

_ Sunday, August 25.—Throughout this day, fine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served out 
——_ to the people. At 9°30 a.m. proceeded, with my crew, to the Mission Station to attend divine service at 
the church by the Rev. S. Crowther. I am sorry to remark, not any of the officers or crew of the “ Espoir” 
attended. I am very glad to state that the natives of Onitsha were in full attendance, and conducted themselves 
with great decorum during the service. The Rev. S. Crowther preached from the seventeenth chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles, and the twenty-second verse. The chapter was very well selected for the occasion, particularly 
the seat affair with Commander Douglas and the King, but I am afraid that it is a work of time to show the natives 
of this place the error of their ways and their superstitious customs. The very fact of the King of this place having 
to sacrifice a human being when he visits the market-place or walks about the town is monstrous. e refusing 
to give the Commander of the “ Espoir” or any other white man, myself not excepted, a chair to sit upon when in 
his presence, is sufficient to show the amount of darkness which prevails in their benighted country, and the 
necessity of some effort being made by our fellow-countrymen. ‘This is a fine field for zealous missionaries. It is 
enough to make one shudder to look around him, and upon every side utter darkness prevailing. Satan has 
complete dominion over this country. After service proceeded on board, when, much to my surprise, I found an 
official letter, dated Sunday, from the “ Espoir,” the purport of which was, I must be i. to proceed on my 
descent of the river by the 20th September, leaving me but about three weeks for trading operations. I was 
astounded at this eurprisal; however, as the whole of the towns which we have as yet visited are hostile towards 
us, and I consider the escort of the “ Espoir” as of much importance upon my descent as it was upon my ascent, I 
therefore wrote, stating that I should hold myself ready to proceed at the date fixed by the Commander of the 
“Espoir,” at the same time informing him that I had very little time to dispose of my cargo, laid in for this 
market, and I have had it in stock since the 11th August, 1860. The visit to the King, the day after our arrival 
here, has prevented any trade from flowing in to the factory, as the people will not trade until the King receives 
the dash from me, and the Commander has actually written to me not to give the King a dash until he (the King) 
provides him with a chair as high as his (the King’s) Throne; consequently, this state of affairs is preventing 
the natives from trading, and making them shy in coming for trade. I hope the Commander will see his error, 
and ignore the King altogether, as it is as much as his Throne is worth to break his ancient customs, more 
especially as I am going to break up the establishment and withdraw the people. At 4 p.m. Commander Douglas 
and myself walked up to the Mission Station, and had a long chat about the King and this chair palaver. Ther- 
mometer 84°, At & p.m. secured the boats and set the watch. 

Monday, August 26.—First part fine. A.m., washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served out quinine to the 
people. The crew and krooboys employed landing cargo at the factory, and storing it. Myself and clerk employed 
making out the invoice of cargo for Lairdsport, and arranging accounts. At 10 a.m. the Governor of Onitsha, 
with the Chiefs, assembled in the factory ; Commander Douglas and the Rev. Samuel Crowther were present, also 
myself. The Chiefs wished to come to some understanding about the chair affair with the King and Commander 
Douglas. They said that the custom of their country was not to allow any person to sit in the presence of their 
King, avd when this law was made no Europeans visited their country, therefore it was not intended for white 
man ; but since the white men have now established themselves in their country, they wish to call the —_ and 
Chiefs into the presence of their King, and abolish the custom of not giving seats to white men. They said it 
was not fitting for white men to sit on the ground in the presence of their King, and they themselves did not like 
the custom, and would do their best to influence His Majesty to break down through this law. They also said 
that the King had no objections to allow the white man to bring his own seat. To this the Commander objected. 
If the King sent to borrow seats himself for the occasion, he (the Commander) would have no objection to this ; 
but the King declined this by saying he had no seats himself, and did not understand making seats. Of course it 
was very plain the King did not intend to yield to the Commander's wishes, therefore the Commander gave up the 
idea of accomplishing his object in being allowed to sit as high as the King in his presence. I advised the 
Commander to desist from any further attempts to break one of their superstitious customs, more particularly as 
time was of very great value to me; and no sign of trade being opened until this seat affair was settled, it was 
agreed by the Commander to give up the matter, and I was at liberty to talk about trade. I immediately told the 
Chiefs that I was ready for opening trade with their people, and desired to send for the King’s son, and would give 
the King his dash first. They immediately said, No, we must settle the seat affair, as it had caused great excite- 
ment amongst the people, and could not speak about trade affairs until they go and tell the King what had been said 
at this meeting. ing very anxious to proceed to my business, to prepare the ship for starting for the Confluence, 
gave orders to Mr. Thompson to dash the King and Chief men, and have no more talk concerning the seat with 
the King. Commander Douglas finds by this time that he is farther behind than he was when we first arrived, 
besides the commotion he has put the King, Chiefs, and people into, and stopped my trade, or rather prevented 
the people from bringing oil to the factory; for this reason—it is the custom of this country for the Captain to 
salute the King and Chief men, and dash , and receive their return dashes. Of course I have been prevented 
from doing this. The Commander thought proper to write me on the subject not to dash the King, and said he 
would stop trade if the King was not very civil. When I received this note I had an interview with him about my 
trade, telling him trade was not opened until the King was first dashed. To this he replied, We shall send 
messengers; and the Rev. S. Crowther was appointed to negotiate with the King about the chair palaver. At 
6 p.M., having arranged with Mr. Charles Watts two days previously about remaining at Lairdsport factory to 
assist Mr. Thompson in disposing of the cargo which I have landed, I was much surprised by him handing me a 
document requesting me to put my signature to it. Read it, and found the contents of it was that I should pay 
him 5 per cent. upon all produce he assisted to purchase with Mr. Thompson. I immediately rejected siguing this 
presumptuous document. I told him, two days ago, that I should give him 5 per cent. if a certain quantity of palm 
oil was purchased at Lairdsport during my absence to the Confluence ; but after consideration, and more espe- 
cially as he was receiving the sum of 5/. per month salary, I did not consider that I would be justified in paying 
both Mr. Thompson and this presumptuous gentleman 5 per cent. each when he was not otherwise employed, and 
having brought him up in case of any deaths taking place at the factory amongst the agents, and to assist me in 
general in winding up the venture. “Upon my refusing to sign this paper, he most impertinently told me that he 
should not go on shore and assist Mr. Thompson unless I gave him a document to the effect that for all oil bought 
at this factory he should have 5 per cent. commission, besides Mr. Thompson. I refused, and ant ry a letter 
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to proceed on shore and assist my agent, Mr. Thompson, to dispose of the cargo for the benefit of all parties 
concerned. ‘This he also refused, and would not act under Mr. Thompson, simply because he is a black man, and 
would not serve under a black. Mr. Thompson, I am glad to reinark, is the best agent I have now in my employ ; 
and the very fact of his being in charge of Lairdsport factory for a period of four years, and giving the greatest 
satisfaction ; that I must, for a space of three weeks, disrate him, and place this impertinent boy, Mr. Watts, in 
charge, who is a stranger to the people and trade. I do certify from this date that Mr. Charles Watts is no longer 
my assistant to the Niger enterprise, and the sum of 5/. per month ceases from this date, for disobedience and 
impertinence and refusal of duty. Instructed Mr. Cole, of Aboh, to remain with Mr. Thompson in place of 
Mr. Watts, who refused. I also sent Mr. Cole, my clerk, to keep the books at Lairdsport factory. Sent the 
interpreter on shore, also, to assist Mr. Thompson. ft eight kroomen and the dingy, and three coopers to make 
up casks for palm oil. Supplied Mr. Thompson with one month's stores and all necessaries, and one full set of 
books, stationery, &e. Received a quantity of firewood from the factory, yaws, and fresh stock. Made all 
necessary preparations for starting in the morning, with the ‘ Sunbeam,” for the Confluence. Thermometer 82° 
in the shade. Mr. Gray, Chief Engineer, much better; doing light duty. 8 P.M., set the watch. 

Tuesday, August 27.—Throughout this day fine weather. .m., washed and cleaned the decks, &e. Served 
out quinine to the people. All hands wooding ship. At 11 a.m. proceeded on board the “ Espoir” to take leave 
of Commander Douglas ; he promised to assist Mr. Thompson, if required. Shook hands, and proceeded on board 
the “ Sunbeam,” raixed steam, and proceeded full speed for the Confluence. When passing the “ Espoir” saluted 
the Commander with nine guns, The “ Espoir” did not fire one single gun, much to my surprise. The crew 
gave three cheers ; returned the compliment, and steamed on a-head. Grounded twice for five minutes; reversed 
astern, when she floated. At 6°30 p.M. anchored for the night above Walker's Islands, about four miles. Found 
a new shoal at Long Island; also a new channel at Walker's, from 1859, showing the banks shift I feel very 
tired to-night, and leave Lairdsport very different from any other time. 1 have left it; so much for an escort. If 
time would have permitted me I should have opened trade before I left. I have left full and complete instructions 
with Mr. Thompson, so I hope all will turn out for the best. All this hurry and bustle may be entirely summed 
up in this: that if the Commodore had sent a lighter-drafted ship to escort the “ Sunbeam,” it would have given 
me time to sell my cargo. At 8 p.m. set the watch; thermometer 84° in the saloon. 

‘Two females came on board for protection from slavery, having been kidnapped and sold down the river, and 
now wishing to return. Sent them to the * Espoir.” 

Wednesday, August 28.—Throughout this day fine weather. At 6°30 a.m. weighed anchor, and proceeeded 
full speed for the Confluence. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served out quinine to the people. Kroomen 
employed cutting up firewood, quartermasters heaving the lead, and steering the ship, burning wood and coal. 
At 7°20 p.m. anchored for the night immediately below Lander’s Island. Anchored half-an-hour for breakfast 
and dinner, To-day thermometer 86° in the saloon. At 8 p.m. set the watch, and secured the boats; banked 
fires for the night. Mr. Gray, chief engineer, on the sick list, under medical attendance. I must remark that 
there has been very little rain this season, which is preventing the river from rising so rapidly as it is wont to 
do. Iam afraid the river will not rise this year so high as last. I am informed by Mr. Thompson that there 
was much rain last year, and very little as yet this season. ‘The river has to rise considerably yet, by the appearance 
of the sand bank, which I have passed to-day. 

Thursday, August 29.—Throughout this day fine weather. At 6 A.M. steamed full speed for the 
Confluence. Washed and cleaned the decks, &e. Served out quinine to the people. Kroomen employed cutting 
firewood. At 2 p.m. anchored off Iddah, for the purpose of visiting the Attah, or the King. Sent messengers 
to inform the King of my intended visit. Aboko, the Governor, I find is from home, and as the King cannot be 
seen by white men without his presence, Aboko’s brother visited the ship to inform me that he would send 
messengers to the King, and he would inform: me in the morning if His Majesty would honour me with an inter- 
view. Purchased several goats and a quantity of firewood from the natives of this place. Treated Aboko’s 
brother to a glass of rum, and his friends, when they left the ship. Promised to remain until noon to-morrow, 
and if the King refused to grant me an interview, to start for the Confluence; told the messenger to this effect. 
Sent a short note to Mr. Thompson to inform him of my arrival here, by a canoe bound to Onitsha. Ordered 
the chief engineer to draw fires, to clean the tubes, and have steam by noon to-morrow. Painted the «« Sunbeam’s” 
name, with date, on the cliffs of Iddah; alsova gauge of eight feet from the water's edge, to mark the rise of the 
river. At 8 p.m. set the watch, and secured the boats; Mr. Gray, chief engineer, much better. ‘Thermometer 
ranging from 76° to 86° between the hours. 

Friday, August 30.—a.M., fine weather, but very cold. The thermometer stood 66°at 6 A.M. Washed and 
cleaned the decks, &c. Served out quinine to the people. Found the water has fallen 4 inches by the gauge- 
pole. 10 A.M., no messenger either from the Aboko or the Attah arrived on board, and being most anxious to 
reach the Confluence, started for the Confluence. At11 a.m. William Thorpe, deck passenger, from Sierra 
Leone to the Confluence, departed this life, from jaundice. At 5 p.m. anchored about one mile below Bird Rock, 
and interred his remains on the port bank of the river. At 5°30 weighed, and proceeded. Anchored for the 
night at 7 p.M., abreast of the lower part of Maconoche Island. Found the channel above Smart Island completely 
altered to what it was in 1859; where 4 fathoms is marked on Lieutenant Glover's chart, to-day found only 
5 feet, and a sand bank hove-up. Proceeded towards the starboard shore, and found deep water. Thermo- 
meter 84°. At 8 P.M. set the night watch, and banked fires with wood ; burned wood and coal throughout the 
day. The sailing has been very grand to-day, and the weather extremely fine; ranges of mountains on both 
sides of the river; reminds me of sweet home, sailing up the Clyde. 

Saturday, August 31.—Throughout this day fine weather. At 6 A.M. weighed anchor, and proceeded for 
the Confluence. Found the rocks which were covered with water in August 1859, not covered to-day, showing the 
river is still low. At 4°45 anchored opposite Lairdstown Factory. Proceeded on shore, and found Mr. Lyall and 
Dr. Baikie quite well. Iam glad to report that the situation of the factory could not be surpassed, and I am 
much pleased ; and the proceedings since my departure in November 1859, there is a very great amount of credit 
due to Dr. Baikie for his exertions. It is entirely owing to his influence and interest that this factory is now in 
existence ; and, moreover, through the influence of him with King Massaba, that the people are still in existence. 
They have been entirely living upon his hospitality, the goods which I left being all expended in 1861. Walked 
round the premises, and found everything to my greatest satisfaction, 1o my surprise and delight. Dr. Baikie 
has built a market-place for the natives to bring their produce for sale. It is much to be regretted that the enter- 
prise is now going to be withdrawn, after so much has been done. At 8 P.M. set the watch, and secured the boats. 
Thermometer 106° in the sun, 86° in the shade; at 6 A.M. 65°. 

Sunday, September 1—Thronghout this day fine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served 
out quinine to the people. Hauled the ship alongside of the wharf, and rigged a stage. The Rev. Samuel 
Crowther left the ship, and proceeded in my gig for the Mission station at Igbegbe, the opposite side of the 
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river. His people also left the ship. Thermometer 86° in the saloon; the weather very dry, the ground much in 
want of rain; everything seems hed. Visited Dr. Baikie, and spent the greater part of the day in his 
company. At 8 P.M. set the watch, and secured the boats. 

Monday, September 2.—Throughout this day fine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served 
out quinine to the people. Kroomen, under the chief officer, discharging cargo, and storing it at Lairdstown 
factory, in charge of Mr. George T. Lyall. Delivered to Dr. Baikie fifty-three packages of goods ; also to the 
Rey. Samuel Crowther eight packages of goods; landed them at Igbegbe Town in the launch. Proceeded over 
in the gig with Mr. Crowther, and sent the launch, with bales of goods, before us: Arrived about 4 p.m., three- 

_ quarters of an hour going, and two hours returning. Visited the Mission station, and I am glad to say that it 
was much improved since my departure in 1859. Additional buildings have been made, and the premises much 
extended. Visited the King, and presented him with a suitable dash, and had a long talk about trade affairs. 
Explained to him that time was of very great moment to me, and he must tell his people that I leave on the 12th 
instant, allowing ten days only for trade. He brought out a large tusk of ivory, and said he had plenty more. 
He made inquiries about King Cloth, and promised to send his trading man at the factory in the morning, and 
open trade. Shook hands with him, and proceeded to the wharf. Left at 5°30 p.m., and arrived at 7°30 P.M. 
alongside of the ship--a very long pull. Thermometer 86° in the saloon. At 8 p.m. set the watch, and secured 
the boats. 

Tuesday, September 3.—Throughout this day fine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served out 
quinine to the people. Employed variously, discharging cargo, and storing it in the factory. Opened trade 
to-day, but the traders were so high in their demands, found it necessary to hold out. A quantity of Shea 
butter and ivory came to the market for sale. The natives think, because the ship is limited to time, that they 
ean get what price they ask. Myself and purser making out invoices of cargo. Landed at the factory; delivered 
ali Dr. Paikie’s packages, and ordered the chief officer to get his receipt for them. Took stock of bales and cases 
of cargo in the hold. I find one case of velvet short of the number at present, until I examine my books. 
Thermometer at 6 a.m. 80°. I find the weather extremely sultry here, and no rain to cool the atmosphere. ‘The 
King of Ighegbe sent his confidentials to look at the market, with one tusk of ivory to sell; after being two hours 
engaged showing my goods, and making an offer for it, failed in purchasing it. This tusk was only sent to try 
the market. Iam only sorry that time is so short for trade, and the.hurry of the “Espoir” makes things 
worse. Engineers repairing the steam funnel ; carpenter fitting a new guard-board on the starboard side of the 
hull main rigging. At 8 p.m. set the watch, and secured the boats. 

Wednesday, September 4.—Throughout this day fine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served 
out quinine to the people. At daylight hauled the ship into the stream, People employed variously under the 
chief officer. Mr. Kelly and four kroomen employed at the factory, starting Shea butter. I found it necessary 
to open the Shea butter market by giving a measure of salt for a measure of Shea butter, my time here being so 
limited, and the natives having no idea of the value of time. Supplied Dr. Baikie with sundry goods from the 
factory. I must here remark that he is a very good customer to the factory. Thermometer 80° to 84° in the 
saloon. Tie weather has been rather cloudy to-day, and has the appearance of rain, which is very much wanted 
for the soil. The farmers are complaining very much for want of rain here, the season being much behind in 
consequence. Dr. Baikie has sent messengers to all parts of the country, to inform the people of the ship’s 
arrival here for trade. Myself and clerk at work on the invoice of cargo landed; engineers condensing water ; 
painters painting the outside of the ship. At 8 p.m. set the watch, and secured the boats. 

Thursday, September 5.—Throughout this day pleasant weather, but still no rain. The tide-gauge showed 
a rise of three inches in the river. The crew variously employed, under the chief officer; engineers condensing 
water. Several tusks of ivory were brought for sale to-day, but the price which the traders wanted was more 
than I could realize in Liverpool. Purchased one tooth at a high price, for the object of opening the ivory 
market. A small quantity of Shea butter was also brought to the factory, purchased with salt. Received a 
visit from King Massaba’s son; showed him all round the ship, and entertained him in the cabin for a short time, 
when he, with his followers, left the ship much pleased: dashed him, as per General Expense Book. Visited the 
King at the war camp, situated near the factory by King Massaba to protect the trade with the factory. Found 
the old gentleman a very fine person ; dashed him a suitable dash, and received a dash in return of kolou nuts, 
and two large fowls; he promised to visit the ship to-morrow: assented. I find another of King Massaba’s sons 
has arrived to-day from another war camp, situated higher up the river, for the purpose of seeing the ship, 
never having seen a ship before. Apparently I shall have plenty of visitors during my short stay here. It is very 
much to be regretted that the ship leaves so soon. About 300 people started up the river for produce, and I fear 
I shall be off before their arrival. Thermometer ranging from 80° to 84° in the saloon. At 9 P.M. set the watch, 
and secured the boats. Gave orders to the chief officer to allow no one out of the ship after 9 o'clock. 

Friday, September 6.—Throughout this day fine weather. Employed variously. I am sorry to remark very 
little produce is brought for sale; the natives have gone into the country to collect it. Our non-arrival last year 
has prevented the natives from collecting produce this year, and the short stay which I am making, on account of 
the ‘* Espoir,” leaves very little time to purchase it. Thermometer 80° to 84° in the saloon. 

Saturday, September 7.—Throughout this day fine weather. Washed and cleaned the decks, &c. Served 
out quiuine to the people. The people variously employed, under the chief officer. Purchased several tusks of 
ivory. Very little Shea butter brought for sale. Thermometer ranging from 80° to 86° in the saloon, At 9 P.M. 
set the watch, and secured the boats. Kroomen employed splitting firewood for the furnaces. 

Sunday, September 8.—The captain sick, pe to his cabin. 

Monday, September 9.—The captain a little better, but still confined to his cabin. Gave orders to Mr. Lyall 
to supply Dr. Baikie with goods from the factory, and take bills for the amount. 

Tuesday, September 10.—The captain still ‘sick, and confined to his cabin. 

Wednesday, September 11.—The captain sick with ague. At about 4 p.m. weighed anchor, end started 
for Igbegbe, to ship the Rev. S. Crowther and his people. At 6 p.m. anchored by the stern off Igbegbe 
Town. 

Thursday, September 12.—At 10 A.M. started down the river. At 4 p.m. anchored off Iddah. Still 
unwell, and very weak and irritable. 

Friday, September 13.—-At 7°30 a.m. weighed and proceeded towards Onitsha. At 5 P.M. heavy rain and 
squalls. Anchored for the night two miles above Walker's Island. : 

Saturday, September 14.—At 7:30 a.m. weighed, and proceeded for Lairdsport. At’ noon arrived off the 
factory. Steamed into the cove, when the eddy took the starboard bow, and the strong current running down 
caught the stern, and before the engines were reversed she grounded on the back. Trimmed ship by the stern, 
laid the stern anchor out, and turned astern full speed, when she floated. Berthed the ship, and made prepara- 
tions for shipping oil on board from the factory. Commander Douglas arrived on board, looking rather pale 
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having been eick with fever. He informed me that he visited Oko village, with the “Espoir,” to purchase 
fresh provisions, I find that King Ajeh has pranees thd Oko le from trading with the factory, as well 
as the Asaba people since my ure. P.M., heavy rain, the river rapidly. 

Sunday, September 13.—Fine weather at 10 a.m. The Rev. S. Crowt! i ences divine service to the 
ship’s company. I am glad to say that I am much better to-day, but still very . 

Monday, September 16.—Fine weather, and very sultry. ‘Thermometer 90° in the saloon. At 6 P.M. heavy 
lightning, and every appearance of heavy raiu. Employed throughout this day shipping palm-oil, and purchasing 
it from the natives. A small market was held to-day at the landing-place. A number of Aboh canoes arrived 
with oil for sale; bought four and a-half puncheons. Several from Aboh promised to return in three 
days with palm-oil for sale. Dined with Commander Douglas; afterwards visited the Mission station in the 
cool of the evening. Paid for the oil at the rate of one piece of Madras per one half barrel of oil (powder 
half barrel), Received twenty-one puncheans of oil on board. I am glad to note I feel much better this 
evening. 

Tuesday, September 17.—a.m. cloudy, with rain. At 8 A.s. clear fine weather. At 10 aM. Commander 
Douglas, the Rev. S. Crowther, and tor visited Ibousi village, a distance of six miles from the ship. Spent 
the day walking round the town; was much pleased with the people and the country. Visited the Governor of 
the town, who was glad to see us; presented him with a eae dash, and received a goat in return. The 
country here and the scenery is beautiful, and the people very industrious, and a portion of the land is cultivated. 
Passed large fields of yams on our way to the town. I am sorry to remark that the greater portion of the 
population of both sexes make use of no clothes to cover their nakedness, and seem to think they have no right 
to wear clothes. There isa fine field for Manchester cloth here, when the people are taught to dress their bodies 
with clothes. Chief officer and kroomen employed receiving palm-oil on board from the factory. Very little oil 
was brought to the factory for sale to-day by the natives, 

Wednesday, September \8.—First part, fine weather; latter part, cloudy, with rain. Employed shipping 
palm oil and iron hoops, &c., from the factory. Very little oil brought to the factory for sale. Received from 
the “ Espoir”’ five tons of fuel. Visited Oko village this afternoon to invite the people to open trade with the 
factory, but they declined to come to the factory, being afraid to come; these people are leagued with the Aboh 
people, and King Ajeh has influenced them to stop trade with us. Saw a number of Aboh people in the town, also 

ing Ajeh’s son, who informed us that Ajeh and his brother Akia were both secreted in the town of Oko, being 
afraid, no doubt, of the people delivering him to us on our descent; they are evidently afraid of the “ Espoir's” 
warlike appearance, never having seen a war-ship before in the river so long. Commander Douglas informed me 
he would start for Aboh on the morning of the 21st instant, making preparations to that end. I am very sorry 
that trade here is so dull. It is just what I expected; the people have got to hear the factory is to be abandoned, 
and each party thinks it is because they have not treated us properly that we are leaving the river ; they are all panic- 
struck, and do not understand our movements, which all tends to stop trade. ‘Time is no object to these people, 
and it is a great matter to us; and to tell these people to collect their oil quickly, and bring it to the factory for 
sale, as the ships must go away, carries a degree of suspicion with it at this critical time, that I find it is much 
better to let things take their course. I must remark here that a few days before our arrival, in August, it was 
premeditated by the Aboh and Onitsha people to attack this factory and plunder it, similar to the Aboh factory ; 
fortunately our timely arrival prevented this outrage from being carried into execution. The Chiefs of Onitsha, I 
am informed, have called a meeting to-day for the purpose of inquiring into the cause of our abandoning Onitsha ; 
they themselves think it is because they have done us wrong, and fear has come over them that we are leaving this 
place on their account; they cannot understand that the death of Mr. Laird is the cause. Thermometer 84°. 

Thursday, September 19.—Fine weather ; cloudy in the evening, and inclined to be wet. Purchase four 
puncheons of palm oil. Employed shipping shooks, and making preparations for winding up the affairs of the 
factory. Sent a message to the Chiefs of Onitsha to meet the Commander of the “ Espoir” in the morning at 
the factory, for the purpose of informing them of the reasons for breaking up the factory. Thermometer 84°. 

Friday, September 20.—Fine weather the first part ; latter part cloudy, with heavy gusts of wind, Throughout 
this day employed taking stock of the gooda on shore, and shipping them on board. Sold the house furniture to 
the Rev. ¢. Teouihiee for the Onitsha Mission Station, At 10 a.m. Commander Douglas, myself, and the 
Rev. S, Crowther, and the Chiefs of Onitsha, assembled in the factory for the purpose of informing them of our 
reasons for breaking up the factory; arranged with the Chiefs to take care of the factory ; and no doubt some 
other white man would come and again open trade. They expressed their scrrow at our leaving them, and 
expressed a wish to allow some person to remain at the factory, as they were afraid that the Aboh people would 
come, after our departure, and destroy the factory, and that they were stronger than the Onitsha people; however, 
they faithfully promised to protect it to the best of their power. At 6°30 p.m. finished all that was of any value 
about the factory. Thermometer ranging from 84° tu 90° in the saloon. Received all the people from the 
factory on board the ‘Sunbeam :” with the factory people, and passengers and crew together, number about 
ninety-three persons on board the ‘ Sunbeam ;” sent a few on board the “ Rainbow ” to sleep, being crowded on 
board the “Sunbeam.” Made all preparations for starting in the morning for Aboh. 

Saturday, September 21.—First part, cloudy weather. At 7 A.M. unmoored ship, and steamed into the 
stream. At 8 A.M. weighed, in company with the “ Espoir,” for Aboh; at 2 p.m. anchored off Aboh Creek; p.m. 
heavy squall with rain. Commander Douglas sent a boat with my interpreter to the town to call Prince 
Tschukuma. At 6 P.M. the boat returned with Tom Lyall, who informed us Tschukuma would visit the ship in 
the morning. Mace arrangements to purchase a few bullocks, Thermometer 80° in the saloon. At 8 P.M. set 
the watch; 4 p.m. loaded small and large guns. 

Sunday, September 22.—a.m. cloudy weather; P.M. cloudy, with rain. At 10 a.m. the Rev. S. Crowther: 
performed divine service on board the “Sunbeam” to the people, p.m. Commander Douglas sent his gig to the 
town to bring off Prince Tschukuma, but he refused to come on board, alleging he was too unwell to visit the ship; 
he also informed us that King Ajeh and Akia were at Oko village, confirming my statement to Commander 
Douglas when at Onitsha. At 4 P.M. sent the launch on shore to get a few bullocks for the “ Espoir ;” 7 P.m. the 
boat returned unsuccessful. Thermometer 80°. 

Monday, September 23.—First part, fine weather. Commander Douglas sent his cutter on shore at 8 a.m. 
with Mr. Southwick, the Master's Assistant, in charge, to call Tschukuma on board to inquire into the plundering 
of Aboh factory. At 9 a.m. the boat returned, when Mr, Southwick stated that he was seized by the natives, 
when the boat's crew released him, receiving several cuts on the arm with cutlasses before they made their escape ; 
the boat was chased by them down the creek. At 9°30 a.m. proceeded on board the “Espoir” to know 
Commander Douglas’ intention of starting; he iuformed me he could not effectually destroy Aboh, and decided 
upon leaving immediately for the mouth of the Nun. When starting from Aboh to-day, in turning the ship’s 
head down the river, she ran into the bush, and carried away the jibboom before her way was stopped ; the engines 
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were reversed before she ran into the bush, but the eddy caught her bow, and prevented her from swinging, and 
stopped her way, At 5 P.M. passed Kpetema villages; ran over a snag, which shook the ship very much; 
sounded the pumps, but found she made no water. I am sorry to report that. the burning of Kpetema villages, on 
our ascent, has not had much effect upon them, for we had no sooner passed the village when they opened a 
a of seven guns, At 7 P.M. anchored off Ekole village, nearly cpposite the Brass Creek, above ‘l'uesday 
sland. 

; Tuesday, September 24.—Throughout this day, cloudy weather with rain. At 7 A.M. proceeded for Angiama 
in company with the “ Espoir.” At 9°30 a.m. anchored off Angiama; commenced immediately to break up the 
factory, and shipping the property ; then received the July mails from Mr. Morris, forwarded 4 Mr. Hattersley. 
Proceeded on‘ board the “ Espoir” for the Le! ape of asking the Commander when he purposed leaving Angiama, 
and asked him to stay sufficiently long to enable me to settle affairs with the Chiefs and traders; but he replied he 
must proceed at 1°30 p.m. I could not possibly wind up my business in-so short a time. He fixed upon leaving 
at 1°30 p.m., and seemed immoveable. Asked him to wait until 3 p.m., but he refused. Proceeded on board to 
hurry the work. I am sorry to remark here that the King of Angiama has died since my absence up the river. 
The Chiefs visited the factory, and asked me to inform the ale se of the “Espoir” to appoint one of the 
Chiefs King. I immediately hastened on board to write to the Commander, but before I reached the ship the 
“« Espoir” was steaming down the river, much to my surprise. I consider the “Espoir” leaving the “Sunbeam ” 
so hastily, especially when I would not have detained him more than a few hours, and after pointing out to him the 
necessity of calling a meeting of the Chiefs to inform them of the reasons of winding up the business, most disgraceful 
in the extreme. No sooner the Chiefs saw her depart, fresh claims for debts and work were made by the Chiefs, 
and they actually seized the empty puncheons on the beach until their demands were satisfied. 1 consider sending 
such a stubborn and inexperienced Commander as the present one up the Niger this season has been a great 
misfortune to the estate of Mr. Laird, and a great drawback to the welfare of the Niger affairs. At 7 p.M. finished 
receiving all the property on board. Weighed, and proceeded down the river a few miles; anchored for the night. 
At 7°30 P.M. set a strict watch and banked fires. 

Wednesday, Septemder 25.—Throughout this day, cloudy weather. At daylight started, and proceeded for 
the mouth of the Nun ; slowed at the villages from Angiama to Liambra; the King and Chiefs of the latter visited 
the ship; dashed them, as per General Expense Book; told them to bring their oil to Walker’s Point Factory. 
Arrived off the factory at 11°50 a.m.; the “ Espoir ” only arrived at 9°30 a.m , after leaving me as she did, which 
is most discreditable to the Commander. Commenced landing casks, and fitting up the shop for trading purposes; 
making arrangements for paying off a number of “y men, and sending them home by the “ Ethiope.” At 10 p.m. 
received the Nun mail-bag, bat no letters from Mr. Hamilton, or Messrs. Laird, Fletcher, and Co; only one 
solitary letter from Mrs. Walker, and one from Captain French; about fifteen bags of rice and some vegetables for 
the “Sunbeam.” The “ Espoir's” mails arrived; found everything satisfactory at Walker's Point Factory and 
“ Bessy,” and all well, but very short of provisions. Settled all bills with the “ Espoir” for provisions and coals 
supplied from the “ Sunbeam.” 

Thursday, September 26.—Throughout, cloudy with passing showers, Employed landing cargo, and prepar- 
ing the ship to cross the bar, and paying my people off. Fitting out the shep on shore for paying the kroomen, 
and opening trade with the natives. Factory people employed posting up their trade-books and balancing their 
trade accounts at each factory. Settled with the “Espoir” all public and private accounts. The King and 
Chiefs of Akassa visited the ship; they expressed their gladness at my safe arrival here; dashed them, as per 
General Expense Book. Impressed upon them to send their men for oil, and that I had fifty tons of salt at 
Bonny to be sold here; they seemed pleased. The Rev. S. Crowther visited Akassa and his new Mission Station ; 
he informed me the King had been very kind to his people during our absence up the river. 

Friday, September 27.—Throughout this day, landing cargo, and preparing the ship to cross the bar. 
Myself and clerks employed making out the people's accounts, whom I send home by this mail-steamer * Ethiope.” 
“s Lett ” preparing to leave for Lagos, and delivered the “ Rainbow” up; moored her in-shore of the “ Sunbeam,” 
and sent one gang of kroomen to clear and look after her. Engineers condensing water. 

Saturday, September 28.—Throughout this day, fine weather. Employed as esterday. The “ Espoir” 
left for Lagos. At 9 A.M. crossed the bar, and anchored outside, when the “ Bloodhound” bore in sight, and 
anchored also outside the Nun Bar. ; 

Sunday, September 29.—Throughout this day, fine weather. At 10°30 a.m. the Rev. S. Crowther performed 
divine service to the people. At 11 a.m. Her Majesty's steamer ‘‘ Bloodhound” crossed the bar, and anchored 
off the factory. The “ Espoir” left for Lagos. The “ Bloodhound” has brought the Kev. S. C. Taylor and 
his party from Bonny, and provisions for the “ Espoir ;” the Commander had orders to proceed up the river until 
he met the “Espoir,” but he has unfortunately been too late in his movements. Mr, Taylor and his party sent 
on board the ‘‘ Bessy” until further arrangements are made. 

Monday, September 30.—Throughout this day, cloudy, damp, disagreeable weather, with rain. Employed 
variously. he ‘* Bloodhound” did not sail to-day, in consequence of the bar being too rough, and thick weather. 
Myself and clerk making out men’s accounts, and preparing despatches for England. Thermometer 80° in the 
saloon. P.M. constant rain. 

Tuesday, October 1.—First part, cloudy with rain. At 11 a.m. Her Majesty’s ship “Bloodhound” left 
for Lagos. Mr. Dalton and his servants left the “ Sunbeam,” and joined the ‘“ Bloodhound.” P.M. fine weather. 
Myself and clerk employed making out men's accounts, to send home by this mail. - The chief officer and crew 
employed fitting a new jibboom and maintopsail-yard, and preparing the ship to proceed to Bonn y. Mr. Kelly 
ont one gang of kroomen employed discharging missionaries’ goods on board the “ Rainbow,” and preparing the 
“« Bessy” to tow to New Calabar. The factory agents making up their books and balance-sheets. Thermometer 82° 
in the saloon. 

Wed , October 2.—First part, fine; latter part, cloudy with rain. Employed variously. Moored the 
« Rainbow,” and delivcred her up to the missionaries to sleep and live on board until their station is built at 
Akassa. Paying off kroomen, and preparing the ship to cross the bar. Thermometer 80° in the saloon. =“ 

Thursday, October 8.—Throughout, damp, rainy weather.‘ Employed ballasting the “ Bessy,” and preparing 
the ship to cross the bar. Paid off the Sierra Leone and Accra men to-day by bill of exchange drawn upon 
Messrs. Laird, Fletcher, and Co., and paying the wages of the deceased kroomen also. P.M. very wet, 
disagreeable weather. ‘Chermometer 80° in the saloon. 
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THE following is a correct statement of occurrences at the Aboh since my @ as M 
and Agent tain J. B. Walker on the 10th of November, 1859, Decoy ay Sea age tactaey om 
the 23rd of 1860, and my nore senate le and ransom :— 

Un February the 3rd, 1860, my factory was. ‘into and some 20/. worth of cloth, tobacco, powder, &c., 
was swilen. I, in y with Macauley, succeeded in taking one man, who certified to the effect that he, in 
company wit guteraliek Alls aluesli RAR tosantigel Feo tethers | he was then put in irons, and I sent to town to 
call together the Chiets thereof: they, in reply, requested in the town, with that of my prisoner, for 
the purpose of having an pgfan nerf Their request I replied to, and then I was advised to place my.complaints 
before Ajie. I did so, but ved no consideration from him, I then appealed to Tschukuma and Akia for 
protection, and by them I was told that they had never been treated kindly by the white people, and, moreover, 
the factory and myself having been left in Ajie’s hands, they did not see why they should assist me; but after 
some consideration, Tschukuma asked me what I required: my reply was protection. Akia and he then expressed 
a desire to remove me and my property to the other side of the river, where they would erect a dwelling-house for 
me, for they consider that my life would ever be in danger as long as I remained so totally unprovided for ; their 
kindness I refused, but “ willingness to place myself in their hands, provided they would furnish me with 
two men, such as watchmen, My request was and I returned to the factory after a palaver of some seven 
and a-half hours’ duration, in the interval of which my factory was entered by ten of Ajie’s slaves, who thrashed 
my cooper, and expressed a determination to burn the factory down. This was also related to Ajie, Akia, and 
Tschukuma, but it received no check on the part of the former, for after I had | my charge in the presence 
of his slaves, he merely told them to steal no more from me; thus passed my first palaver with Ajie. 

On the 18th day of this'same month, Ajie came to purchase slaves upon my premises, and to pay for them 
in salt, the said salt being then in some’ puncheons belonging to me, I having allowed him the use of them, 
thinking that, by so doing, I might secure his friendship. Not wishing to meet Ajie after his rascally treatment 
towards myself, I walked into my house aud closed my. door, leaving Macauley outside to keep a good look-out, for 
his visits always end in robbery, after a deal of fuss and bother between himself and his slave-sellers. Ajie sent 
Macauley to ask me whether I would allow him to breakfast in my house; I replied, No, stating that as he had 
treated me on every occasion with the greatest disrespect, I could not think of having my house filled and pilfered 
by him or any of his slaves. In answer to this, he immediately burst open the door and rushed in upon me, and 
seized me by the throat, and it is owing to, Macauley’s timely interference that I was unhanded. Being foiled, he 
called his people around him, and made them kiss his largest toe, and likewise swear to kill me; they did so, and 
the upshot of the oath, was Ajie setting some of his people to surround my factory, the purpose of which was to 
keep me from taking food that day. Upon seeing me at my bedroom window he, that is Ajie, made a second 
attempt to seize me, fut be was again deterred, and in the course of some two or three hours he had paid away his 
salt, for which he received several slaves; upon this I requested Ajie to remove a puncheon of salt which had 
left in my possession by Mr. Lyall, in security for some goods that had been advanced to Ajie by him. Ajie 
eonsented to do so; I then took iim into the store, and handed over-the salt to him, but upon seeing it, he rose up 
and uttered a most barbaric scream, he swore he would not receive the salt, asserting that some of it had been 
stolen, which was, indeed, a fact,.and I told him so (for his slaves, on the 3rd of February, had also stolen the 
salt), aud, of course, he would have to suffer the loss. Upon hearing this, he gave a peremptory order to his slaves 
to remove a puncheon of oil belonging to me ; I dared him to do so, and after a most vexatious palaver, he removed the 
salt. which done, he again called upon his people to put me in irons, but this way did not venture to do, butia 
second oath was taken, to the effect that should Ibe found in the town of Aboh, they would seize upon and iron 
me; he then took his departure, after‘a stay of twelve hours, during which time: was not permitted to eat, for his 
people _ taken up a position so as to intercept any of my people. Thus passed my second palaver with this 
individual. 

March 23.—This morning several of Ajie’s slaves entered my yard for the purpose (so they stated) of killing 
me; but displaying a little stratagem in my movements, they oliver 

April 18.—My store was entered, and some few articles were stolen, but the thief escaped, although we have 
since been informed that Ajie was the instigator. 

April 21.—Captured one of Ajie’s slaves, whom I found, under suspitious circumstances, about the fevers 
and who has since been proved to be a most notorious thief, and also to be the same fellow who stole a carron 
from the factory. 

June 1.—My canoe was stolen ; a robbery was attempted at the store. 

, June 23. ved from Dr. Baikie tivo lutions concerning the behaviour of Ajie, and what the consequences 
must be, t 

July 5.—This evening my factory was broken into by one of the watchmen ye to me by Akia, Early on 

loy of Mr. Lyall, who has reid 


orders, put in irons, Perringgry | of the same, came up to the factory and demanded the release 
Dabs colicel aoe ven tahim, and went away declaring that [ should keep the slave as the payment of 97. or so of 


re Lyall, tha 
laid hold of the prisoner, 


riso res ve the handcuffs that were upon him being Dr. Baikie’s property, Macauley was told by 
withdrew his men, and 


July 9.—Ajie, attended by a small retinue of serfs, called upon Mr. zal and myself to try to conciliate 
wer 1 
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September 1.—Tschukuma has i factory he continues to assert 
a further residence at Aboh will be oe hen iy Reha! tr gg 8 te Des the ship has 
aay ern ang hy ype rege i property. j 


2F 8 


September 9—My cooper, eame back from the Confluence, down advices from 
Meners Baki and Lyall tthe elect that the Aboh a yrange elt ay Byron Agta 
ven into the care of Tschukuma, who for his proverbial towards the whites in general, has been titled, 
Dr. Baikie, “the white man’s friend ;” I was advised to remove myself and people to Onitsha, 
where, by the concentration of our people, we might succeed in up the Lairdsport factory, until such time 
that we should be relieved. In consideration of my instructions, I made up my books, and secured the 
property ; a rumour baving got abroad to the effect that we were quitting the river for the purpose of retreating 
overland, uma compelled me to leave my cooper with himself in charge of my factory, and as a security 


Of r 
for m "s safety he gave me his only child. I took the child, and on the 16th day of September we left for 
Onitshe, ty I staid for a short period, very sickly indeed. On ‘tho 21st of October. Tom came up from Aboh 
with a message from Tschukuma, to the effect that the river was inundating the factory. The next morning b 


state of affairs, and finding that the goods, &e, had not pec Bind ay ge pea 
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flooring gave way, and the puncheon rolled into the stream, which was ‘ 
hour: Tschukuma, myself, and slaves in our wake, succeeded in its career some distance below the 
factory. In the excitement of the moment, I, with my people and several of Tschukuma’s, proceeded to the town 
for the purpose of warehousing and sun-drying the property arrived at Tschukuma's house. I met A 
and by him I was very cordially received, nor did his countenance display anys upusual ; after our salutations 
were concluded, Akia rose to Lane saying that he would send us some palm wine for our people. Little did I 
know that he was then bent upon destroying the factory, but shortly it was evidenced that he had his canoes and 
ee le nicely secreted in the bush, and from their hiding-place no doubt but our movements were watched. About 
alf-an-hour after our greeting, I received a mes to the effect that Akia had failen upon the sags and seized 
upon the remaining property. My books were also taken, and all, or the greater portion, of the fixtures were 
smashed to atoms: I believe the loss will be some 1,208/. 9s. 10}d., or thereabouts. The following is a 
memorandum of the articles :— 





£ ad. 
Goods, stores, and fixtures .. xe on eo os re 308 9 10} 
Value of palm oil (11 puncheons) .. oe os ee - 400 0 0 
Fixtures, &c., e- mC ee se oe - 600 0 0 
1,208 9 10} 


Upon receiving the before-stated message, I sent my cooper in advance of me, to see whether the report was 
correct or not; upon arriving in sight of the factory, he was observed by Akia’s slaves, who were posted as 
sentinels, and who all rose up and pointed their arrows at him; but he sung out lustily, and Akia asked him for 
me, but finding I was not p tg he, Akia, said it was well that I was not, for he had sworn to kill me; my 
cooper then returned, and met me on the way, and told me that I must surely fall if I attempted to face Akia; the 
natives, themselves, deterred me, and I was forced to remain quiet, for to —— to recover the apeeperty would 
have been sheer recklessness, and not valour. The same night he sent to my head from Tschukuma, but 
he received such a reply that he remained quiet. 4 

The next day I sent to ask Akia for his reason for destroying my factory and property: his reply was that 
Ajie was his brother, and he alone built the factory, and for so doing he had never been aid and as the ship had 

’ been taken by the Orne people. he would let the white people know that he was as po 1, if not more so, than 
they are. Towards sunset Akia sent to. Tschukuma for my body, either animate or dead; for he, Akia, was 
determined to send me as a messenger tu his father, and, moreover, my cranium would be serviceable to him as a 
drinking cup. Tschukuma, in reply, said that should Akia require me, he must bring me over his dead body. 
Akia upon hearing this, posted his people, and told them to shoot me, ,and for that reason, I was obliged to live 
under cover for some four days ; at the expiration of which, I sent to Akia for permission to leave Aboh; but he 
replied that I should never do so, and furthermore he would limit my walks to some fifty yards, and if I exceeded 
them, my life should be taken. Some ten to fifteen days afterwards, Macauley came down from the Confluence in 
company with the Atta’s messengers, who came down at the instance of Dr. ie to ameliorate gare Bg se if 
practicable. PR oe a several ent» J pte Magee canoe, ae stole “aie a phewenits . 
amongst which was a box of apparel belonging to Macauley. messengers seen at most 
emphatically disowned the conduct of Akia, and, wistsenea, he cursed that excellent old man, Tehekome: stating 
that he was the cause of the factory's destruction. ' 

The Atta’s then went over to Akia'and demanded my relesse, but were asked how they 





very 
left, and I, Macauley, my cooper, 9 two krooboys, w 
ing me, but they would not submit to my detention (w 
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do s0, presently I agreed, and the goods were brough 
them, Ajie and ; 
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Ajie seeing into what a scrape Akia had fallen into, does not seem to uphold him, fearful of the consequences 
that would follow ; therefore it was that. by dint of hard persuasion, and the granting of his demand for twenty 
pieces of cloth, he allowed me to depart peaceably in one of his trading canoes. Upon leaving, he dashed mea 
oe and six yams as provisions. At the end of five days I reached Lairdsport, from where I despatched 

acauley to the Confluence, and my boy Tom to meet the ship, for I had received some intelligence that five 
vessels were then in the Delta. After so doing, I was prostrate by sickness, and for four successive months I 
was uuable to remove from my couch. I have but little more to say, and that is, unless these people (by which 
I mean the natives of Aboh) are taught to know their pusition, it would be folly to attempt the establishment of 
trade, or anything else of moment, in this vicinity. 


Tan, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM COLE, 
Agent of the late Factory at Aboh. 


P.S.—I may as well tell you that Ajie killed a man, and set the body in front of my factory as a 
specimen of his brutality, and immediately afterwards he sent to ask me what I thought of his power. 





Ww. c. 
No, 227. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Arrogant,” Prince’s Island, November 2, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter of proceedings to Rear-Admiral Sir 
Baldwin Walker, K.C.B, dated this day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 227. 
Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


ir, “ Arrogant,” Prince's Island, No»ember 2, 1861. 

REPORTS having reached me at Mayumba, on the South Coast, of disturbances being anticipated at the 
Bonny, consequent on the return of King Pepple; also of an outrage committed in the Benin, with urgent appli- 
cations for assistance from both places, I started immediately for the Bights in Her Majesty’s ship under my 
command, taking the “ Philomel ” in company, to visit the rivers. 

At Fernando Po I had the satisfaction of meeting Captain Burton, Her Majesty’s Consul, who informed me 
that, in the Old Calabar, a rising of the slaves against their masters was expected ; and that the outstanding 
debts—the result of the trust system which prevailed for so many years in that river—especially to the house of 
Stuart and Douglas, were not yet paid, but that the native traders had promised payment, and it is expected that 
the palm-oil trade will likely be affected by the falling of the price in England; but, generally, matters were as 
quiet as usual. The “ Bloodhound” visited the Calabar on the 23rd of September last. 

It was reported at Fernando Po that the “ Danaé,” French screw-frigate with the flag of Commodore Bosse 
on board, had sailed for France, but as yet I have had no means of ascertaining positively if such is the case. 

Having coaled, I proceeded on at once to Lagos, and the “ Philomel” to visit the first-named rivers. The 
arrival and presence off Lagos, so lately become a British, Dependency, I found ie opportune, although there 
can be no doubt that the place, as before reported, was ceded to us peacefully and without any actual compulsion ; 
still some designing people had been inducing the King to believe that he was threatened, and forced to sign the 
Treaty, which was not the case. 

Thad a long interview with Docemo, who came on board the “ Prometheus ” with his Chiefs to call upon me, 
when I took occasion to point out as clearly and concisely as possible how much his own condition and that of the 
people of Lagos will be benefited by living under the protection of British laws, &c.; that if he could not assist 
us he must not interfere with us carrying out our routine of government, and that I should of course support the 
Queen’s authority by every means in my power, peaceably if possible, but firmly. Although a dull and stupid man 
he appeared to understand his position after my explanation, and I do not doubt that matters will go on quietly ; but 
everything must.depend upon the measures of the new Governor, and the degree of staff or force that he may 
have to support him. : , , 

The question of Slave Trade especially must be handled most delicately and judiciously, and ought to be the 
substance of mnch deliberation. 2 

In the meantime I am happy to say the King of Porto Novo, Kosoko, and other influential tribes in the 
neighbourhood, are now our firm friends (vide Inclosure No. 2) ; but between tbe Alake of Abbeokuta and Acting 
Governor McCoskry a short but disagreeable correspondence has lately taken place, in consequence of the latter 
having endeavoured to mediate between the two tribes in the interior, and to stop the ruinous and endless war that 
was going on between them, there being a great commercial stake at issue, and it being very desirable that 
matters between us and the Abbeokutans should be put on a more satisfactory footing (of which Inclosure 3 is 


a copy). 
" have requested Captain Burton, who was on the spot at the time in company with Commander Bedingfeld 
(Loth volunteers), to proceed to Abbéokuta for the purpose above-mentioned. 

It may not be out of place here to state that the latter officer informs. me that a very intelligent and influential 
Chief named Tappa, and living near Tappa, not very far from , and holding a large farm, is desirous of 
introducing and growing cotton, provided he could get any person from the Association to instruct him as to the 
mode of doing ao. 

The “ ee a " emains inside the bar; her bottom is in a very defective state. The particulars I have 
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communicated in a separate letter; but she must remain there until the “ Handy” and a substantial force is sent 
out from England, and the place can be considered in a state of security, 

I have now to inform you that the “ Philomel” joined. me at Lagos on the 19th ultimo, from the rivers, 
bringing the peeing intelligence that the affairs in the Bonny have been most satisfactorily and properly arranged. 
King Pepple had been reinstated without difficulty, and a civil war had, in all probability, been ps ar by the 
presence of the “ Philomel ” in that river. 

T inclose a letter from the Chairman of the Court of Equity in that river, explaining the state of affairs at 
the present moment in the Bonny (Inclosure No. 6). 

The outrage in the Benin river alluded to in the former part of this letter occurred some months ago, and 
had been ~~ much exaggerated. The natives of that river are amongst the most lawless in this country. Similar 
outrages on former occasions have been committed, but the entrance of the river being very shallow it is difficult 
to get at them ; under these circumstances | think it would be better not to adopt any violent measures at present, 
especially as it is npc that our taking possession of Lagos may have a good effect in the Benin; but I hope 
as the squadron in the Bights has been increased, to have these rivers visited more frequently than hitherto. 

Before leaving the Bonny the “ Philomel,” by my orders, replaced the buoys at the mouth of that river. 

I purpose leaving this island for St. Paul’s de Loanda to-day, and should nothing detain me, will be at 
St. Helena about the end of the month, proceeding from thence to Ascension and the North Coast. 

I am happy in being able to report that the squadron is generally very healthy, and the “ Arrogant” 
particularly so. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 227. 
Commander Bedingfeld to Acting Governor Mc Coskry. . 


Sir, “ Prometheus,” Lagos, October 2, 1841. 

IN consequence of your note of the 17th ultimo, and the conversation we had upon the subject of Eginie 
market, I started in the ‘‘ Brune” on Wednesday last, but found she could not get through the narrow channel 
near Palaver Island, in consequence of the shoalness of the water this year. I accordingly proceeded on from 
that place in my boat to Epé in the first instance, remaining two days afterwards visiting the market on my 
return. 

I am happy to be able to inform you that I was received with the greatest consideration by Kosoko and his 
Cabooceers, who begged me to have no apprehension whatever about their people at the market, as they wished to 
he on most friendly terms with the English, and would do nothing likely to offend them. They were all much 
delighted to hear the news confirmed that we had permanently occupied Lagos, and begged me to forward to the 
Government their desire to be allowed to trade at Lagos when things were more settled, and assured me_ they 
would strictly abide by English law, and give no cause of offence to the Lagos people. I found Epé much ° 
improved and extensively cultivated, the Cabooceer Tappa having one farm of nearly three miles in extent. This 
intelligent, influential Cabooceer has made an attempt at cotton, but failed, in consequence of a want of knowledge 
of its cultivation; he now promises that if we would send him a man who understands a plantation, that any 
amount of labour requested should be forthcoming, as he would see after the people himself. Knowing the 
character of Tappa, his fondness for farming, and his immense influence over his people, together with an amount 
of energy seldom found in black men, I beg to call your especiai attention to this, as I believe such an opportunity 
for a really good start for the cultivation of cotton on this coast has never been offered. The soil I should 
imagine to be admirably adapted, for the small quantity of cotton in some of the gardens was growing most 
luxuriantly. Tappa also tried an English potato somebody gave him a short time since, and got five good Jarge 
potatoes from it. I was detained two days at Epé, as the first was entirely given up to rejoicing at my arrival, 
and we would not get over our palayer until Saturday ; everybody seemed determined to show us as much honour 
as possible. 

r I was requested by the Sherrief Allie to intercede with Kosoko to allow a woman (said to be Sierra Leone) to 
leave for Lagos with her two children who had been detained. It seemed that the Sherrief has been in the habit 
of taking people up to Lagos and never bringing them back, so Kosoko determined to put a stop to it; but at my 
request he at once gave her up, declaring, however, she was handed over to me and not to the Sherrief. I 
promised to have her and her children registered as soon as I got to Lagos. Tappa at once gave orders to his 
people to take them up to the “ Brune,” together with a handsome present in the way of one bullock, sheep, 
and pigs. 

ech Epé on the morning of the 29th, calling at Eginie Market. The King of Jaboo had ordered two 
houses to be built for Mr. Turner. The last market passed off quietly, the only disturbance being caused by a 
Lagos man—a dispute about some salt, which was soon settled. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) N. B. BEDINGFELD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 227. 


The Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta to Acting Governor Mc Coskry. 


Aké, September 30, 1861. 

THE Alake and Chiefs send their respects to you and wish you health. The Alake and Chiefs thankfully 
acknowledge the receipt'of yours, dated Lagos the 24th instant, in which you expressed your wish to come up, 
with the intention of effecting peace between the contending parties. 

In returning a reply to your letter, the Alake and Chiefs beg you most earnestly not to exert yourself at all 
in this case, in which you have but limited views, so much as to take any steps towards it. You will do well 
to postpone your intention. ae ae . 

The ake and Chiefs would request you to learn from any unprejudiciel, impartial, and true people, 
which of the two different tribes, viz, the Egbas and Ibadans, that mostly delight in ma a ns 


196 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


and making aggressive war, instead of pursuing lawful occupations. The Egbas have good reason to en 

in this present war. You may, perhaps, have heard that the Jebus, the latter of whom have just arrived, have 
been out already against the ans, and in some few months more the Ijesas and Ifis will make their 
appearance, : 

Why should these different tribes co-operate in fight with the Ibadans had there not been reason? Who 
destroyed all the Ijesas and other neighbouring towns? Were it not the Ibadans who made yearly aggressive 
war? The Yorubas of Lagos made it their chief business now io bring before you false representations, 
ee readily believed them, without endeavouring to dive into the bottom of them in order to comprehend 
the truth. 

The Alake and Chiefs desire you not to interfere at all in their war with Ibadan, inasmuch as you are 
totally ignorant of all their proceedings. When the time arrives that they should make peace one with another, 
it will be done. You should know that the present war had been preceded by others which were afterwards settled 
between each other. 

In conclusion, the Alake and Chiefs desire you to keep aloof from having any more words to say respecting 
the war. The Ibadans have taken possession of the town of the Egbas. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 227. 
Commander Bedingfeld to the Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta. 


“ Prometheus,” Lagos, October 3, 1861. 
ON the 24th ultimo a most polite letter was written by the Acting Governor, William Mc Coskry, Esq., to the 
Alake, offering, in most unoffensive terms and in conjunction with the Undersigned, to mediate between the 
contending parties in the present war, with a view to try if possible to effect peace, so desirable to all right- 
thinking people and to the prosperity of all concerned. The reply to this letter is one purporting to come from the 
Alake and Chiefs most grossly ‘aaulting Her Majesty’s Representative and myself; although in the answer my 
name is not mentioned, in the letter it was. 
After the first astonishment at this unprovoked measure it seems to me that surely the Alake and Chiefs 
cannot be aware of the purport of their letter. 
If they are so I would ask them a question or two, and request they will answer me :— 
Fass ngland done anything for Abbeokuta to entitle her Representative to offer his advice without being 
insult 
Is Abbeokuta so strong that she will never more require the assistance of England, and that she can safely 
defy her powers ? 
Does she consider it safe to pull the whiskers of a sleeping lion ? 
I feel bound to call upon the Alake and Chiefs for an early explanation of their conduct before I take more 
active measures to bring them to reason, and have &c. 
(Signed) N. B. BEDINGFELD. 


P.S.—I inclose copy of the letter that has been forwarded to me, and trust it will be properly interpreted by 
the Alake and Chiefs, and that a polite answer should be sent to the proposal of the Acting Governor and 


myself. 
N. B. B. 





' Inclosure 5 in No. 227. 
The Alake and Chiefs of Abbeokuta to Commander Bedingfeld. 


Aké, October 11, 1861. 

THE Alake and Chiefs received yours dated the 3rd instant, with the inclosed copy. 

The Alake and Chiefs have in the first place to affirm that their letter to W. McC iskry, Esy., the Acting 
Governor, which is considered to be one most grossly insulting Her Majesty's Represem: \:.., was written by their 
order to W. McCoskry, Esq., solely confined to him, exclusive to any one besides, «1d not in conjunction 
with Commissioner Bedingfeld ; and it was written with the mere view of declining the offer made to mediate 
between the contending parties, and not with a view of insulting any of Her Majesty's Representatives. 

The Alake and Chiefs are very sorry that this letter has caused any offenve whatever, but they must not fail 
to remark that the Acting Governor has written to them also in stranger terms, and especially on one occasion by 
the late Captain Jones, 2nd West India Regiment, Mr. McCoskry, then Acting Consul, being conscious of the same ; 
a very insulting letter, stating in the same that which neither he nor Mr. McCoskry would prove, and acting in 
direct opposition to the solemn promise he, Captain Jones, made to the Alake and Chiefs: but as they have no 

lace to seek for redress, their own friend, the late Consul Foote, whom hey knew and acknowledged to be 
er Majesty's Representative, and who acted as such, being dead, they are obliged to take everything as they 
come, fully hoping that Her Majesty will soon send out another fit person to represent her in Lagos, who will not 
as a merchant seek the interest of a merchantman, but who will be, like his predecessor, Consul Foote, not easily 
biassed, and will sincerely and heartily seek the interest of the whole country at large, 

The Alake and Chiefs, not intending to insult Her Majesty's oie by their last letter, were not 
aware of the same, but would answer the questions proposed, viz., the Alake and Chiefs do sincerely acknowledge 
with much thankfulness that England has done much good for Abbeokuta, more than even mouths could express, and 
they are always grateful for the same, and had never occasion to complain, excepting since the death of Consul 
Foote. ‘ ; ‘ 
The Alake and Chiefs will also state that all of Her Majesty's Representatives who have been in Lagos and 
elsewhere could not truly say anything of them but what will be to their credit and favour, and that they cannot 
produce a letter of theirs to them that will prove insulting or offensive, but that they have always endeavoured to 
show to them how grateful they are for what their Queen has done for them. 

The Alake and Chiefs beg to state that Mr. McCoskry as a merchant has been prejudicial with the Egbas, 
and never once spoken in favour of them before he obtained the office of acting as Her Majesty’s Representative 
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at Lagos, either as Consul or Governor. As the Acting Governor he now stands the chance of not only speaking, 

but acting against the Alake and his subjects ; therefore the Alake and his Chiefs and Elders beg to los no 

er communication with the Acting Governor respecting the present war. - 

_ The Alake and Chiefs are of opinion that Commander Bedingfeld cannot be fully alive to the true state of 

things as they really are, and therefore would strongly recommend and invite him to come up to Abbeokuta in 
order that he might see with his own ears and then give his sound opinion and judgment afterwards. 

The Alake and Chiefs are of opinion that if Commander ingfeld would only make it convenient, and 
come np to Abbeokuta, he would be more enlightened about this confusive state of affairs, and will entertain 
a better opinion of them and their subjects, and consequently come to a better understanding. 

_ 2nd. The Alake and Chiefs, in the second question, are aware that they will sooner or later request the 
assistance of the English, and they cannot defy her powers, but are of opinion that England does not exercise 
her powers unjustly and a innocent native people, excepting a are some malicious persons to 
represent things in a contrary light, which they are afraid is now the case (making what is right to appear 
wrong), to the higher authorities or Home Government in England, and state what they cannot prove to be 
facts, only for want of careful investigation, as was almost the case in the late proceedings, when Lagas 
rm , to be colonized, which statement appeared in the “Free Press,” and was contradicted by the 
* Iwe Irohin.” 

The Alake and chiefs boast of their strength, not to the English, but to the Ibadans, who have taken 
possession of their lands; such being the case, the Alake and Chiefs think it is nothing but right that they should 
demand the same. 

The Alake and Chiefs do not consider it safe to pull the whiskers of the sleeping lion, therefore they now beg 
to decline further communication with a prejudiced man like Mr. McCoskry (who is Her Majesty's Representative) 
in Lagos, a merchant, and one who secks only his own trading interests, and nothing more, because if they do 
he is sure to bring them into some unpleasantness with the English (the lion), which they never intend doing. 

And lastly, the Alake and Chiefs are sorry that there should be any unpleasantness or misunderstanding 
between them and the English Government at Lagos, As long as the present Acting Governor is there this 
unpleasantness will not cease to occur ; therefore, to prevent further unpleasantness, the Alake and Chiefs will 
again state that they will nu more correspond with the present Acting Governor on the subject, but will patiently 
wait for the proper Governor to come, or if Commander Bedingfeld can make it convenient to come up for a short 
time to Abbeokuta, they will feel happy to see him, as by his coming he might see things under better and clearer 
light, and some other arrangements might be made. P 





Inclosure 6 in No, 227. 
Mr. Hemingway to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Si. “ Sisters,” Bonny River, October 14, 1861. 

IN answer to your favour of the 7th instant, by Her Majesty's ship “ Philomel” on the 10th instant, I 
have the pleasure to convey to you the sincere thanks of this Court for your considerate and prompt attention to 
this Court's application, made to you through Commander Bedingfeld, for a man-of-war’s immediate presence in 
this river. At the time that application was made to Commander Bedingfeld the affairs in this river we considered 
in a very alarming state, and this Court has every reason to believe, from all that has occurred since the date of 
that request, that nothing could have prevented a civil war in the Bonny betwixt the two parties but an extensive 
fire that broke out in the town of Bonny on the Sunday night, September Ist, which destroyed one part of the 
town, and, it is our opinion, prevented any fighting. 

Since then the King Pepple has been on shore in Bonny three times, and given this Court formal notice twice 
of his having taken possession of the town, and demanded twice from the merchants here payment of the comeys 
due from five ships that have arrived in this river since Pepple’s arrival. This second demand Commander 
Wildman will convey to you a copy of, and this Court’s answer to it. 

This Court feels aoe AL a that you have made such arrangements as will for the future enable 
Captain Burton, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, to visit this river more frequently, a circumstance most desirable, 
that the Consul and also the men-of-war should more frequently visit this important river, that has frequently seventeen 
and sometimes twenty sail of merchant-vessels trading here, varying from 400 to 1,250 tons. This Court wishes 
to impress upon you the great benefit the very appearance one of Her Majesty's vessels of war visiting this river 
has upon the natives, and this Court trusts that nothing will occur to interfere with your being able to carry out 
this request. 

e arrival of the “ Philomel” in this river was most fortunate, for her appearance here, and the dignified 
and gentlemanly manner of Commander Wildman’s proceedings, have tended to settle the affairs in this river that 
would have remainded unsettled, and most likely terminated in a civil war and a complete stoppage of commerce 
had not one of Her Majesty’s vessels been here. 

In conclusion, we beg to refer you to the Commander of the “ Philomel ” for full particulars of all proceedings 
here during his stay. 

T have, &c 


(Signed) REUBEN HEMINGWAY, Chairman. 
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No. 228. 
Commander Oldfield to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “« Lyra,” Simon’s Bay, December 31, 1860. 

DURING the six months four vessels for certain have been on the coast between 
Quiloa and Lamoo, and latitude 9° 0’ south, longitude 2° 0’ east, and three, no doubt, 
got cargoes, as upwards of 3,000 slaves were collected during the months of June, 
July, and August, by Messrs. B. V. Mass and Bernado, the former a merchant of 
some years’ residence in Zanzibar, and the latter a slave-dealer, who came there for 
the purpose of supervising the shipping of the cargoes of the said four vessels, 
one of which was captured by the “ Lyra.” 

2. Slaves to a large amount may be bought, and without the coast be very strictly 
watched shipped from the dominions of His Majesty the Sultan of Zanzibar: 
19,000 slaves were exported from Quiloa and the ports between it and Cape 
Delgado in the years 1859 and 1860. 

3. Slaves are exported, as heretofore reported by me, from Ibo and Quillimane 
to an extent of some 2,000 to 3,000 annually from the former, and 1,000 to 1,500 
from the latter place, through the help and agency of their Excellencies the 
Governors. So generally known is the conduct of his Excellency the Governor of 
Ibo, and so warm in refuting the reports of his known misconduct is his Excellency 
the Governor-General of Mozambique, that Iam led to believe the reports of his 
Excellency the Governor-General of Mozambique being in collusion with him are 
true, and that one-half, or a very large portion of the sums received by the 
Governor of Ibo, from the several slave-agents or captains, are paid to his Excel- 
lency the Governor-General ; 4,000 dollars is the sum said to have been paid to him 
of the 9,000 dollars paid to the Governor of Ibo by the captain or agent of the 
brig captured by the ‘“ Lyra” in December 1859, for assistance and permission to 
purchase a cargo of slaves. 

4. The import of slaves into the Comoro Islands and Madagascar is, I think, 
not in excess of the call of domestic and agricultural labour. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. B. OLDFIELD. 





No, 229. 
Commander Buckley to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 
Sir, ‘¢ Persian,’ Zanzibar, December 31, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that, from the information I have been 
able to collect as yet, the Slave Trade seems dull at present about this part of the 
coast; Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul here having 
caused the noted slave-dealer, Mass, to be banished from the territories of His 
Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar, and that person has been obliged to retire to 
Aden. : 

In consequence of his departure, a Spanish barque, called the “Famosa 
Estrella,” iapaoerys J to wit at Lamoo, has been unable to do so, and is at present 
lying in this port, having fallen into the hands of His Highness the Sultan, and 
been by him detained. = 

During the north-east monsoon a number of dhows and buggalows from the 
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Red Sea and Persian Gulf, and other parts to the northward, come down to Zanzibar 
and adjacent ports ; and when the south-west monsoon sets in, generall during the 
month of March, they steal slaves in the most barefaced manner, and docark to the 
northward with them. 

These are neither more nor less than pirates, and Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby has 
written to the Government, and suggested that a screw gun-vessel should be 
stationed about Zanzibar during the months of March and April, which by cruizing 
actively could ei numbers of them, a suggestion in which I fully coincide. 
Instances have been known of these dhows throwing the slaves overboard when 
they imagined they were pursued by a man-of-war. 

The above is all the information ] have been able to collect at present. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CECIL W. BUCKLEY. 





No. 230. 
Captain De Horsey to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “« Brisk,” December 31, 1860. 

DURING the past half-year the “ Brisk” has captured and condemned one 
slaver, the “ Manuela,” of 702 tons, with 846 slaves on board, the finest slaver, I 
believe, that was ever captured on the East Coast. 

- I should strongly recommend that an attempt be made to induce the Sultan of 
Zanzibar to enter into a Treaty with Great Britain, putting a stop to all Slave 
Traffic between the different ports of his dominions. Such a Treaty would be a 
great assistance to the English cruizers in stopping the Slave Trade, as slaves must 
now frequently be shipped on board foreign vessels under cover of being taken by 
license of the Sultan of Zanzibar from one port to another. 

There appears to be no specific instructions as to the disposal of the crews of 
captured slavers, such captures having been made with respect to vessels not 
entitled to the protection of any flag. 1 consequently discharged the ‘‘ Manuela’s”’ 
crew, forty-five in number, to the shore. 

It is to be regretted that these men should have escaped unpunished. If the 
severest penalty of the law was inflicted on all crews of slavers, it would prove a 
considerable check to men engaged in that nefarious Traffic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. M. DE HORSEY. 





No. 231. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


F “ Forte,” in Simon’s Bay, April 22, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, a letter I have received from Captain Crawford of the “ Sidon,” 
reporting the capture of the Arab dhow “Buswahi,” with 272 slaves on board ; and 
the vessel being in a leaky state, she was surveyed and afterwards destroyed by fire, 
the slaves being received on board the “Sidon,” ne are to the Mauritius. 

ave, 


ic. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 


Sir 





Inclosure 1 in No. 231. 
Captain Crawford to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 


ir, “ Sidon,” off Pomony, March 3, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 20th February, 1861, Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Sidon,” under my 
command, whilst cruizing in latitude 16° 4’ 2" south, and longitude 44° 45’ east of Greenwich, gave chase to a 
sail observed on the starboard bow. After two hours’ chase fired a gun, and sent a boat on board, under 
Lieutenant W. C. Shuckburgh. The chase proved to be the Arah dhow “ Buswahi,” cleared from Mozambique 
on the 12th February, 1861, having a crew of 59 persons and 272 slaves on board. 

Finding that she was in a | condition, I ordered a survey to be held on her hull, a copy of the report of 
which is inclosed. She was then measured for length between diculars, breadth under midship beam, 
depth from under midship beam to keelson, and afterwards destroyed by fire. 
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The crew were landed in Boyanna Bay. The slaves were taken on board the “ Sidon,” and will most probably 
proceed to Mauritius in her. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 231. 


Boarding Officers’ Report. 
WE, whose names are hereunto subscribed have been on board the Arab dhow “ Buswahi,” detained by Her 


Majesty's steam-frigate the “Sidon,” for being engaged in the Slave Trade, and held a strict and careful survey 
on the hull of the said vessel, and report as follows :— 

That she is very leaky and rotten, and we are of opinion that it would not be safe to send her to any port 
for adjudication ; we therefore recommend that she be destroyed, and have measured her accordingly to ascertain 
her tonnage, and find as follows :— : 

Length between perpendiculars, 76 feet 6 inches ; extreme breadth under midship beam, 18 feet 2 inches ; 
depth of hold, 9 feet: and we declare that we have performed this service with the strictest care and equity. 

Given, &c., on board the “ Sidon,” in Boyanna Bay, February 21, 1861. 

(Signed) W. C. SHUCKBURGH, Lieutenant, 
W. B. EDEN, Master's Assistant, Of H.M.S. “ Sidon.” 
G. ABBOTT, Carpenter, 





No. 232. 
Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Forte,” in Simon's Bay, April 27, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for their Lordships’ information, a letter from 
Commander Buckley, of Her Majesty's sloop “ Persian,” reporting having captured, 
on the Ist January last, in the port of Zanzibar, the Spanish slaver ‘‘ Formosa 
~iley tomo She has since been condemned before the Mixed Commission Court at 
the Cape. 

The prize had, for many months previous, been employed cruizing on the East 
Coast, endeavouring to procure a cargo of slaves; and, as far back as August last, 
the ‘‘ Brisk” proceeded in search of her round the Island of Zanzibar. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 232. 
Commander Buckley to Rear-Admiral Sir H. Keppel. 


Sir, “ Persian,” Zanzibar, January 4, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, on my arrival here, I was informed by Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at this port, that a slaver was lying here, detained by His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar, 
but that, as at the time of detention the vessel had Spanish colours on board, His Highness, having no Treaty 
with Spain, was undecided how to act with respect to her. 

2. Ata consultation between His Highness, Lieutenant-Colonel Righy, and myself, it was decided that, as a 
Treaty exists between Great Britain and Spain, the vessel should be delivered into my hands. 

3. Accordingly, on the morning of the Ist instant I caused her to be boarded and examined ; and as she was 
fully equipped and fitted for the Slave Trade, seized her, by permission of His Highness the Sultan (the vessel 
being in his waters), as a prize to Her Majesty's ship under my command, and, as soon as ready for sea, she will 
proceed to Cape Town for adjudication. : 

4. The vessel appears to have sailed from Barcelona on the 3rd August, 1859, for Havana, and her intention 
was to ship slaves at or off Lamoo, in latitude 2° 19’ south, and longitude 41° 3’ east. 

5. As far as can be ascertained from the charts discovered on board, she appears to have shipped slaves on 
the East Coast of Africa, and landed them at the Isle of Pines, off Cuba, in 1857 or 1858, returning afterwards 
to Barcelona. 

6. I have the honour herewith to inclose a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to myself on the subject of 
this vessel. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CECIL W. BUCKLEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 232. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby to Commander Buckley. 


; . Zanzibar, January 4, 1861. 
_ | HAVE the honour to inform you that Hie Highness the Sultan, some time ago, directed that a koran f 
under Spanish colours. which had entered his port of 00 full ag for the Slave Trade, should be detain 
and it is now anchored in the port in charge of the authorities of His Highness. 


Sir, 
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2. The ship under your command being the first British man-of-war which has since visited this port, His 
Highness is very desirous to hand over the detained slaver to you, agreeably to the spirit of his Treaties with Her 
Majesty for the suppression of all foreign Traffic within his dominions ; and in consequence of his not having any 
Treaty with sa e is doubtful whether he himself would be justified in condemning this slaver, although the 
Commander of her confessed that his object in visiting Lamoo was to purchase slaves, and he refused to show any 
papers. 

3. I have, therefore, the honour to request that you will have the goodness to take charge of this vessel as 2 
captured slaver from the authorities of His Highness, and deal with her as may seem — advisable. 
ave, &. 
(Signed) | ‘C. P. RIGBY. 


Crass “A. 2D 
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